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Commons debate ‘within weeks* 

MPs to vote 
on allowing 
gay sex at 18 


By Philip Webster 
and Edward Gorman 
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CONSERVATIVE MPS are to 
be given a free vote early next 
year on whether to lower the 
age of consent for homosex¬ 
uals from 21 to 18 or 16. 

Labour MPs will also be 
allowed to follow their con¬ 
sciences in a Commons vote 
that could take place within 
the next few weeks, and last 
night battle lines were being 
drawn for a decision that will 
$ split both main parties. 

' Political campaigners for 
reform predicted mat a vote 
for a change to 18 had a good 
chance of success, although 
there was doubt that the age erf 
consent for homosexuals 
would be brought into line 
with heterosexuals at 16. Gay 
pressure groups will be disap¬ 
pointed with anything las. 

Sir lan McKellen, the actor 
and campaigner for gay 
rights, said news that die 
Commons would be voting on 


■ Some Tory MPs fear that a free vote 
on lowering the homosexual age of 
consent will give a wrong signal in 
John Major’s “back to basics’* campaign 
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British 
Gas loses 
supply 
monopoly 

By RossTceman 
and Philip Bassett 


BRITISH Gas’s monopoly 
of sales of gas to house¬ 
holds is to end in 1996. The 
decision is expected to 
mean savings of as much 
as E4Q on an average 
annual bill of £400. 

The Government's deci¬ 
sion comes after this sum¬ 
mer's completion of a year¬ 
long enquiry by die 
Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission. Michael 
Hesdtine. President of the 
Board of Trade, rejected 
the commission’s propos¬ 
als for a break-up of Brit¬ 
ish Gas. Instead, he plans 
a progressive opening of 
the domestic market to be 
fully in place by April 1998. 

Mr Heseltme said last 
night “It's competition 
which makes the pressure 
which keeps prices low." 

Monopoly ends, page 17 
Great gas rush, 18 
Pennington, page 19 
Tempos, page 21 


a change to the law was 
exciting and significant But 
he said that reducing it to 18, a 
compromise known to be fa¬ 
voured by several cabinet 
ministers and possibly the 
prime minister, would be 
worse than doing nothing. 

The votes — and one on 
capital punishment — are 
expected to be taken during 
the detailed Commons stages 
of the Criminal Justice Bill, 
which will have a second 
reading when MPs return on 
January 1L The Bill is thought 
by ministers to be drawn 
sufficiently widely to permit 
votes on both issues if the 
Speaker Betty Boothroyd so 
decides. 

Some Tbry MPs and minis¬ 
ters are uneasy about John 
Major’s decision to allow a 
free vote, fearing that ft could 
give the wrong signal at a time 
when he is trying to promote 
his “back to basics" approach. 
Some hope that the so-called 
“payroll vote" of MPs and 
ministers will be mobilised to 
prevent change. 

Tony Blair, the shadow 
home secretary, also believes 
the issue is one of conscience. 
Past Labour policy documents 
have backed a lowering of the 
age to 16, but there was no 
commitment in the last mani¬ 
festo. The liberal Democrats 
backed a common age of 
consent for homosexuals and 
heterosexuals in their 1992 
election manifesto. 

The Conservative campaign 
for reform is being led by 
Edwina Currie, the former 
minister and MP for South 
Derbyshire, who said yester¬ 


day: “The law as it is drawn at 
the momenr does not protect 
the people it is designed to 
protect At 17 a young man can 
have children, join die army 
but cannot chose who to sleep 
with. It is wrong and many 
other countries in Europe 
have shown it to be wrong.* 
But John Townend, MP for 
Bridlington and an executive 
member of the 1922 Commit¬ 
tee of Conservative back¬ 
benchers, voiced the unease of 
many when he said that a 
change in the law was “diffi¬ 
cult to reconcile with a return 
to traditional values” 

The prime minister first 
indicated an interest in homo¬ 
sexual law reform when be 
met Sir Ian McKellen at K) 
Downing Street in 1991. Since 
then, thee have beet reports 
that Mr Major has.told MPS 
privately that he backs a 
reduction to the age of 18. 

That would not, however, 
satisfy Sir Ian, who said that a 
decision not to reduce the age 
erf consent to 16 would-be to 
reject the principle of equality 
between hejerosoaials and ho¬ 
mosexuals. “Reducing ft to 18 
would be a disaster. It would 
be an insult;” be said. 

The Rl Rev Nod Jones, the 
Bishop of Sodor and Man who 
is a leading opponent of any 
change in the law. said be was 
totally against any move to 
Teduce it to 16. If change had to 
happen, then 18 would be 
more acceptable. Bishop Jones 
said be thought Sir Ian was 
out of touch with the vast 
majority of public opinion 
who still considered homosex¬ 
uality to be morally wrong. 



Nicholas Soames, the food minister, with his bride Serena Smith, dau ghter of a former Conservative MP. after their 
wedding at Shottesbrooke Park. Maidenhead. Berkshire; yesterday. The Prince of Wales was among the guests 

Diplomats try to breathe new 
life into special relationship 

By Philip Webster in London and Martin Fletcher in Washington 


BRITISH and American gov¬ 
ernment officials are trying to 
fix an early White House 
meeting in the new year 
between President Clinton 
and John Major amid signs 
that tile relationship between 
London and Washington re¬ 
mains strained. 

Although Mr Major and 
Mr Clinton are said by dose 
colleagues to have developed a 
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Boy dies after being 
rescued from icy river 

BY Paul Wilkinson and Dominic Kennedy 

York, yesterday afternoon. 
The car quickly sank, but four 
people, including the boy's 
ten-year-old sister and his 
mother who are from 
Knares borough, managed to 
get out and were rescued. A. 
senior fire officer involved in 
.the rescue, Steve Chiddery, 
said: “It appears the boy 
slipped from the grip of a man 
as they struggled out of the 
sinking car. He was carried 
downstream by the undercur¬ 
rent and we were told he was 
cut of sight when we arrived. 
Several firemen and two of 
our paramedics ran down the 
bank for almost a mile before 
they saw the child bobbing 
about in the water. Two fire: 
Continued on page 2, col 3 


FIREMEN pulled a seven- 
year-old boy from an icy, 
swollen river after he had been 
swept down stream for more 
titan a m3e after a car crashed 
into the water. 

Paramedics fought a des¬ 
perate battle to revive the 
youngster who was uncon¬ 
scious but still showing signs 
of life after at least 20 minutes 
in the river. He was taken 
eight miles to hospital but died 
shortly afterwards. 

The car was retrieved from 
the river last night five hours 
after coming on the road. The 
body of the driver was still 
propped up in the front seat, ■ 

Six people were travelling in 
a silver BMW when ft plunged 
into the River Nidd, near 


among Mr 
Clinton’s White House staff 
over the action of the Tory 
Party in sending workers to 
help the Republican presiden¬ 
tial campaign in 1992. 

The Prime Minister has 
made only one visit to the 
White House since Mr CUnton 
became President and the talk 
an the diplomatic circuit has 
been the absence this year of a 


pre-Christmas invitation from 
Washington, a regular event 
during the Reagan and Bush 
years. Mr Major has. of 
course, met Mi Clinton at 
international events, such as 
the G7 summit in Tokyo, but 
he u not regarded as a 
priority by the American' 
erts most senior advisers, 
American government offici¬ 
als have revealed. 

Lingering resentment at the 
Tory party’s intervention is 
blamed for the frosty atmo- 

r xe. Mr Clinton is the sort 
politician -who divides 
people into the loyal and 
disloyal, but he cannot afford 
to let that permanently sour 
relations with America’s clos¬ 
est ally.. 

Although Mr Mayor and 
Mr Ctimcn are said to have a 
perfectly amicable relation¬ 


ship, the President's senior 
Administration staff are in no 
mood to forgive and fb 
according to American 
als. A senior American official 
said; These guys are now all 
over the White House, and 
they have long memories." 

Officials claim that the 
“schedulers”, the senior advis¬ 
ers who organise the visits of 
overseas leaders to Mr Clinton 
and his trips abroad, are 
among those least sympathet¬ 
ic to toe British government 
One said: "Our main worry at 
the moment is fitting in Ruud 
Lubbers ftfae Dutch prime 
minister)- Britain is down the 
list" 

Senior presidential aides 
unfavourably disposed to Mr 
Major may well include 
George Stephanopoulos, com¬ 
munications director of Mr 


Clintons campaign, and 
Bruce Lindsey, his campaign 
director. Both are now mem¬ 
bers of Mr Cfinton’S small 
inner circle at the White 
House and enjoy direct access 
to the Oval Office. 

Mr Stephanopaulos has 
Continued on page 2, col I 

Relationship strained, page 7 
Leading article, page 13 


IN THE TIMES 
CHRISTMAS' 


Best of the 
season 

On Christmas Eve, 

The Times will bring 
you all the fun, 
entertainment and 
essential information 

you expect from 
Weekend and Vision. 
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In Weekend, there are 
pages of games, 
quizzes and 
competitions. 
Including our famous 
Jumbo Crossword 
(and there's another 
on New Year's Day). 

Brain-teasing 

It wouldn’t be 
Christmas without 
Paul Heiney's 
farmyard nativity. But 
this was the year whan 
Joseph caught Hu... 



In Vision... 

A fan guide to nine 
days of television and 
radio, from Richard 
Morrison on Pargy and 
Sessand Laurie 
Taylor on Armando 
lannucd, to the best of 
the season's films. 

... next week 

A three-part series 
explaining why you 
don’t havetoeflet— 
and Alistair Home on 
the fail of Macmillan. 


Owen hits at Clinton on Bosnia 



From Eve-Ann Prentice in Geneva 


Owen: speculation he 
may quit peace process 


LORD Owen has attacked 
President Clinton, blaming 
tire American Administration 
for prolonging the war in 
Bosma-Herzegovina. 

The European Union peace 
negotiator said the war would 
have been over “a long tune 
agp“tf George Bush had been 
re-dected last year. 

; - Mr Clinton should have 
-backed the Vance-Owen plan. 
Lotd Owen said in an inter- 
; view with the Dutch inagar 
■ zme Elseviers. But die presi¬ 
dent thought the Muslims 


came off too badly under the 
plan for ten semi-autonomous 
provinces, and that Serb ag¬ 
gression would be rewarded 
with too much territory. 

The attack has increased 
speculation that Lord Owen 
rimy quit the peace process. 

In Geneva, a Croat delega¬ 
tion from a new “independent 
province" of Pbsavina in 
northern Bosnia turned up 
unannounced when the peace 
talks resumed yesterday. 


Socialist confidence, page 7 


First Lady denounces - trash for cash’ sex claims 
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Gerroifer Flowers: cited 
in sexual allegations 


From Martin Fletcher _ 

IN WASHINGTON 

HILLARY Clinton yesterday 
responded to startling new 
allegations about her bus- 
band’s extra-marital activities 
by asserting that the Presi¬ 
dent’s enemies were out to 
“destroy** him. 

The First Lacfy denounced 
as “trash for cash" the allega¬ 
tions made by members of Mr 
Clinton's security team when 
he was governor of Arkansas. 
She said his accusers were 
acting “for political and finan¬ 
cial gain". They were trying to 
“tear him down" just when his 
popularity was increasing and 
he had grown more confident 
“My overwhelming feeling 
is sadness. Here we are again 


The Times has obtained Ihe rights to reprint the full text of 
the American Spectator artide detailing the allegations of 
President Clinton’s infidelities. It will appear tomorrow. 


with these outrageous 
charges," an outwardly-cahn 
Mrs Clinton told an interview¬ 
er as part of what appeared to 
be a White House strategy of 
discrediting the 1 accusers. 

Four state troopers who 
were part of Mr Clinton's 
bodyguard claimed in die 
conservative American Spec¬ 
tator magazine on Monday 
that- they helped facilitate 
countless sexual encounters 
for their boss throughout his 
governorship and even after 
his election as President This 
followed claims during his 


campaign that he had con¬ 
ducted an affair with (Jennifer 
Bowers, a nightclub singer. 

The troopers • described 
angry scenes between the 
Omtons, claimed the Presi¬ 
dent’s aides had tried to si¬ 
lence them, and alleged that 
Mrs Clinton bad had an affair 
with Vincent Foster, the depu¬ 
ty White House counsel who 
kilkd himself last July. 

Mr Clintons supporters 
have pointed out that the 
troopers plan to write a book 
about their allegations and 
that Cliff Jackson, their Ar¬ 


kansas lawyer, has long been 
an enemy of the President’s. 

The American Spectator 
has also been a persistent 
critic of Mr Clinton’s, but the 
relatively liberal Los Angeles 
Times had also been investi¬ 
gating the troopers’ charges, 
obtained sworn affidavits 
from two of them and yester¬ 
day repeated the allegations. 

The White House confirmed 
that over the past two months 
Mr Clinton had telephoned 
various people in Arkansas, 
including members of bis old 
security team, about the aUe- 
gations. However, it firmly 
denied he was trying to silence 
the troopers through improp¬ 
er pressure or inducements. 

Sex stories, page 9 
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Europe allocates aid 



Britain continues to suffer the worst industrial decline in die 
European Community, the European Commission indicat¬ 
ed yesterday as it announced which areas mil qualify for 
£1.69 billion of regional aid in the next three years. Parts of 
London were designated “areas of industrial decline 1 'for the 
first time for having some .of the worst unemployment 
blacks pots. Most of Scotland will gam, as will Gibraltar, 
Tyne and Wear. Humberside and parts of the- West 
Midlands. 7 - 

However. the Government said yesterday it was “disap¬ 
pointed’' by the Commission's 'aid allocation for Britain. 
Tim Sainsbury. the Industry Minister, said the allocation 
“does not fully reflect” Britain's problems. "We pressed die 
Commission to recognise the justification for a much greater 
coverage of urban areas," he said The Government is 
particularly concerned that large swaths.of London and ,the. 
East Thames corridor missed out as well as Bristol, ’Derby 
and Leicester. European JF-word; page 8 

Channels vie for lottery 

The BBC and JTV are likely to vie for rights to broadcast die 
weekly draw in the National Lottery. Applications wefe 
thrown open yesterday for tenders to run the event A weekly 
show featuring the draw is expected to attract 20 million 
viewers and dominate the Saturday evening schedule of the 
channel that secures the rights. Announcing its guidelines 
on television coverage of the draw, the In d epend ent 
Television Commission said it saw no reason why the lottery 
should not be incorporated into a general light entertain¬ 
ment show. Bigger prize, page 17; Pennington, page 19 

Liquor trouble at jail 

Prisoners brewing liquor for Christmas caused damage 
estimated at over £30,000 in five hours of vandalism at the 
high security Whiiemoor prison at March, Cambridgeshire. 
More than 160 prisoners were involved In/starting-small- 
fires; toilet fittings were smashed and doors ripped off their 
hinges. Three prisoners and three prison officers were hurt 
Andrew Barclay, the governor, said: The catalyst. I think, 
was a search 1 carried out yesterday afternoon in C and D 
wings. They may have been drinking the hooch whiTe the 
search was going on rather than pouring it away.” 

Classes more crowded 

More than a quarter of primary school pupils are crammed 
into classes of at least 30. a survey highlighting big 
differences between local authorities disclosed yesterday. 
The number taught in large classes increased by 84,000 last 
year, according to foe analysis of official statistics by 
Stephen Byers, Labour MP for Wallsend. The survey found 
that, overall, 26 .5 per cent of primary pupils were in classes 
of more than 30 in January, compared with 24.9 per cent in 
1992. The education department linked foe increase in class 
sizes with demographic changes and rising pupil numbers. 

Broadwater damages 

Beverley Scott. 66. and her sons Millard, 35, and Stafford, 33. 
from Tottenham, north London, won damages of more than 
£30.000 from the Metropolitan police yesterday after 
claiming they were subjected to a humiliating ordeal when 
officers raided their home after the Broadwater Farm riots 
eight years ago. They had sued the police for trespass, false 
imprisonment, assault and malicious prosecution. The out- 
of-court settlement was reached hours before the case was 
due to open at the High Court last month and announced 
yesterday by the family's solicitor. 

Plea for blood donors 

An urgent appeal was is¬ 
sued yesterday for more 
blood donors. Tom Sack- 
vifle, the health minister, 
right, said current stocks of 
blood nationwide would last 
only two days. The biggest 
shortage was of Group O. 
the type most commonly 
used in emergencies. Mr 
Sackvilie said: “This year 
has been particularly diffi¬ 
cult because so many people 
have had 'flu and have not 
been able to give blood.” 

Papers eye Independent 

The way has been cleared for another newspaper group to 
take a minority shareholding in the company that publishes 
The Independent and foe Independent on Sunday. At a 
meeting to discuss ways of halting dedining sales, the board 
of Newspaper Publishing agreed to begin talks with groups 
interested in investing up to £20 million. Newspaper 
Publishing will also consider raising extra cash from City 
institutions or from existing shareholders. Heading foe list 
of potential investors are the Daily Telegraph and Mirror 
Group Newspapers. Investors sought, page 17 

‘Nuremberg’ Thatcher 

David Lange, the former New Zealand Prime Minister, said 
yesterday that in a dispute with Baroness Thatcher “she 
addressed me as though I was the Nuremberg Rally” He 
and the former British Prime Minister dashed in the 1980s. 
when Mr Lange’s Labour government refused to let in Royal 
Navy ships unless they declared themselves free of nuclear 
aims. Lady Thatcher commented on Mr Lange's remark on 
New Zealand television: “If I might say so. that is very 
offensive, bearing in mind that Britain and the Common¬ 
wealth stood alone against Nazism for quite a time.” 



Bitterness strains 
Anglo-US relations 


Continued from page! 
shown little patience with 
visitors to the White House of 
any nationality, not just the 
British. He was also a Rhodes 
scholar at Oxford. like so 
many other members of the 
Clinton Administration- 
While Mr Clinton loved his 
time at Oxford, others did not 
return to America as lifelong 
Anglophiles. 

Mr Major and Mr Clinton 
will meet at the Nato summit 
in Brussels. But the Prime 
Minister is understood to have 
received an invitation for a 
speaking engagement in the 
United States in February. 

The other key reason for the 
reduction in Washington- 
London traffic is that Mr 
Clinton's top European priori¬ 
ty is now Germany rather 
than Britain. American offici¬ 
als say that the new risks of 
instability in Eastern Europe 


and the rise of nationalism in 
Russia have made it an imper¬ 
ative of American foreign poli¬ 
cy to ensure that Germany 
looks westwards rather than 
eastwards. 

The visit to America in 
September 1092 at the height 
of the presidential campaign 
by Sir John Lacy, then cam¬ 
paign director at Conservative 
Central Office, and Mark 
Full brook, then head of cam¬ 
paigning. to talk to the Bush 
campaign has long been a 
source of embarrassment to 
Mr Major. 

When Mr Major paid a 
farewell visit to Mr Bush in 
December 1992 he was unable 
to have his hoped-for getting- 
to-know-you meeting with Mr 
Clinton. The Clinton camp 
denied a snub. 

Relationship strained, page 7 
Leading article, page 13 
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-““H video link 
to Bosnia 
bridges gap 


tl 




By- Edward Gorman 


Arabella Toler; 4, and her father, 


WHEN three-year-old Char¬ 
lotte East saw and heard her 
father wishing her a happy 
Christmas on the television 
screen from Bosnia yesterday 
she instinctively reached out 
to try to touch him and 

shouted. "Daddy”. 

Charlotte, who has not seen 
her father for more than three 
months, was among the Gist 
array families to use a satellite 
video link launched by British 
Telecom. It will enable some 
of the 2.000 British soldiers ii 
serving in the former Yugo- ^ 
slavia to talk to their loved 
ones over Christmas. 

Charlotte's father Ian is a 
corporal with the Royal Engi¬ 
neers and was talking to her 
from the British base at Vita. 

His wife Diane travelled to 
London from barracks at Rip- 
on in North Yorkshire for the 
launch of the service. 

BT is offering the service 
free to foe army, which is 
hoping up to S00 soldiers at . 
Ripon and at Munster in 
Germany will have the 
chance to use it 
□ Surgeons at the Midlands 
Centre for Neurosurgery in .'A 
Smethwick plan to remove - 
shrapnel today from the brain 
of Faruk Catisbusic. 7, a 
Bosnian evacuee brought out 
in Operation Angel 
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Major insists IRA 
must renounce 
violence before talks 


By Nicholas Wood 

CHIEF POLITICAL 
CORRESPONDENT 

JOHN Major yesterday 
brushed aside a call from 
Gerry Adams for "direct and 
unconditional dialogue”. He 
again made it clear to the Sinn 
Fein president that there can 
be no talks until foe IRA 
orders a permanent end to its 
campaign of violence and 
disruption. 

Mr Major's refusal to com¬ 
promise on one of the key 
items in his joint declaration 
with Albert Reynolds, the 
Irish Prime Minister, as¬ 
sumed added significance yes¬ 
terday as foe IRA intensified 
its pre-Christmas campaign in 
London, disrupting commut¬ 
ers’ journeys with a series of 
bomb alerts. 

Speaking at a press confer¬ 
ence in West Belfast. Mr 
Adams raised hopes in 
London that Sinn Ftein would 
eventually come to the negoti¬ 
ating table by insisting that it 
was committed to a “meaning¬ 
ful” peace process. He 
warned, however, that that it 
woul d be “ difficult, dangerous 
and protracted”. 

His call for talks without 
strings attached was immed¬ 
iately rejected by the Prime 
Minister, who was swiftly 
informed by his Downing 
Street aides of Mr Adams’s 
remarks. 


■ A Sinn Fein call for direct and . 
unconditional talks on Ulster has found no 
favour with the British Prime Minister 


A senior official said: “We 
are not talking to those who 
cany 1 out violence or ally 
themselves with groups that 
cany out violence. We have 
made it very clear that we are 
not talking to anyone until 
there is a permanent cessation 
of violence.” 

La a separate development 
yesterday, the Democratic 
Unionists intensified their bid 
for hardline unionist support 
in Ulster as Peter Robinson, 
their deputy leader, accused 
members of the Ulster Union¬ 
ist Party of prostituting them¬ 
selves to the Government by 
supporting thededarft8ti&». 

The Rev Ian Paisley!, deader 
of the Democratic Unionists, 
said his party would boycott 
any talks based on foe declara¬ 
tion, which he called a seU-out 
to the terrorists. 

Mr Adams said that Sinn 
Fein was optimistic that, if 
properly managed, a process 
to bring about a lasting peace 
could be established. But there 
was a need for clarification 
over every issue involved — 
from national self-determ¬ 
ination to the unionist veto 
and the future of prisoners — 
because Mr Reynolds was 


saying . one tiling and Mr 
Major the opposite. There is a 
need for direct and uncondi¬ 
tional dialogue if we are to 
move forward an all these 
issues,” he said. 

Mr Paisley said Sinn Fein 
would continue to up the ante. 
They will want more. They 
are now talking about prison¬ 
ers and they will go on to talk 
about other things.” 

- The source of it all was the 
joint declaration. “From that 
source will run a poison 
stream that will poison the 
whole of society." 

□ The pressure on Mr Adams 
to consider the Downing 
Street declaration positively 
was highlighted last night by 
an ITN poll which found that 
87 per cent of nationalists in 
Northern Ireland approve of 
the agreement. More than half 
(56 per cent) of those ques¬ 
tioned from both communities 
were also in favour. Just half 
of the unionists questioned (43 
per cent) approved, while 61 
per cent said they wanted to 
remain part of the United 
Kingdom. 


Conor Cruise O'Brien 
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Boy dies after rescue from 
swollen river after car crash 


Continued from page I 
had lines attached to them and 
went into the water wearing 
life-jackets. By the time they 
got the boy to the bank they 
thought he was dead.” 

The firemen attempted 
mouth-to-mouth resuscitation 
before two paramedics took 
the child and ran the mile 
down the river bank. Using a 
delicate monitor they detected 
signs of life and battled to 
resucitare him on the journey' 
to hospital in a police Range 
Rover. 

The boy was alive when 
they reached York District 
Hospital and was taken to the 
intensive care ward where he 
remained for three hours. 

John Sutherland, director of 
operations for the ambulance 
service, said: “Although he 
was unconscious and ini tally 


presumed dead he was in a 
state of suspended animation. 
The icy water can keep a 
person alive and then it is a 
question of resuscitation and 
not giving up.” 

The four other people who 
escaped were treated in hospi¬ 
tal. Seven firemen needed 
hospital treatment for 
hypothermia. 

No other vehicle was in¬ 
volved in the accident when 
the car appeared to go out of 
control on the Skip Bridge on 
the main A59 road between 
York and Harrogate. 

“The car flew through the 
air after hitting the bridge and 
dived into the river,” said Sean 
Rose, a 21-year-old brewery 
worker of York, who wit¬ 
nessed the accident 

“We saw a silver flash and 
then there was a splash. The 


car doors opened and two 

S le scrambled out The car 
?d in the flood water, 
which was about 15ft deep but 
within a few minutes was 
totally submerged.” 

The survivors, who included 
a couple from Hampshire, 
kept shouting: "Do something, 
do something." They were 
pulled from the river by 
passing motorists after freeing 
themselves from the sinking 
car. 

Richard Beavan, 20, from 
the village of Hammertan 
near by who was also a 
witness, said: “Jt was very 
difficult to do anything else 
because of the strong under¬ 
current. The people kepi 
shouting ‘Do something, do 
something’ but we were doing 
the best we could in the 
freezing conditions.” 


Bombers’ 
vague calls 
lead to 
rail havoc 

By Stewart Tendler 

CRIME CORRESPONDENT 

RUSH hour travel into 
London was disrupted yes¬ 
terday as security alerts 
triggered by the IRA shut 
down rail services from the 
south coast, six London sta¬ 
tions and two Underground 
lines. 

The alerts, caused by cod¬ 
ed but vague telephone 
warnings, were apparently 
intended to cause wide¬ 
spread discomfort with little 
risk or damage. More than 
130,000 travellers heading 
for central London on one of 
foe last working and shop¬ 
ping days before Christinas 
were affected. Staff spent 
hours carrying out searches 
and restarting services. 

Police believe foe calls 
were part of a strategy 
centred on the rail network 
and that a cache of incendi¬ 
ary devices found on Mon¬ 
day at Victoria could have 
been aimed at suburban 
stations. 

The alert yesterday began 
with a telephoned warning 
of a device at East Croydon 
station and spread to the 
lines from Seven oaks into 
London. About 50 stations 
were evacuated as police 
searched tunnels. The 
Tube's Central and North¬ 
ern lines were dosed. - 
Victoria. rLondon Bridge. 
Oaring Cross; Blackfrurs, 
part of Waterloo and foe 
Thames link . station at 
King's Cross.^werc dosed. 
Some were not reopened 
until the afternoon. 

The disruption came'as 
Scotland Yard’s anti-terror¬ 
ist branch called for public 
help in foe search for an 
IRA unit behind a series of 
incendiary devices on Mon¬ 
day- at two London sorting 
offices, a London Under¬ 
ground station at North- 
fields, west London, and a 
public house near Victoria 
coach station. 

The firebomb at the Trav¬ 
ellers’ Tavern went off in a * 
bag containing six more 
devices. Detectives think 
bombers abandoned the bag 
after the device went off 
unexpectedly and that they 
may have planned to leave 
the bombs in waste bins at 
railway stations. 

Yesterday shops at Mar¬ 
ble Arch put into action a 
plan, advertised earlier in 
leaflets to customers, to beat 
security alerts by taking 
orders by telephone and 
sending purchases by taxi. 


Families mourn 
flight 103 victims 



By Christopher Elliott 


BRUCE Smith, whose wife 
Ingrid died on Pan Am flight 
103 over Lockerbie five years 
ago, yesterday dismissed as a 
“red herring" fresh disclo¬ 
sures that Iran and Syria were 
linked to the bombing. 

Mr Smith. 57, was among 
relatives of some of the 270 
victims who gathered in West¬ 
minster Abbey for a service of 
remembrance. 

At die time. Mr Smith was a 
Pan Am pilot who had been 
married to his 30-year-old wife 
for just four years. She was 
travelling to New York to meet 
him for a Christmas trip. 

In the early days after the 
bombing, it was accepted that 
Iran had financed foe bomb¬ 
ing in revenge for the acciden¬ 
tal shooting down of an 
-Iranian airliner by foe USS 
Vincennes. It was also thought 
the bombing had been carried 
out by the Syrian-backed ter¬ 
rorist group Ahmed Jibril. 

This theory was set aside 
when it was discovered that 
the timers used in the bomb 
came from a batch made by a 
Swiss electronics firm. Edwin 
Bollier told foe investigators 
the timers were part of a batch 
sold to the Libyan military. 

Many relatives were uneasy 
that, any responsibility the 
Iranians and Syrians might 
shoulder was pushed aside in 
foe cause of diplomatic expedi¬ 


ency before the Gulf war. Ttoo 
years ago, charges were laid 
against two Libyan intelli¬ 
gence officers, whose extradi-if 
tion has been sought era 1 ." 
since. 

However, the role of the. 
Syrians and Libyans has come... 
into focus again after distio- 
sures by Mr BolUer tofoe BOP 
that he also sold the timers© 
East Germany, which fed 
strong links with SyriarLind - 
Iranian terrorists. _ 

Mr Smith is concerned that; 
these latest revelations wiH 
deflect attention from areas 
where there is firmer evidence. 
“If Libya is dealt with to our 
satisfaction, then I think we : 
should go on to gain the 
evidence -against Syria and 
Iran." 

President COnlon yesterday 
marked the anniversary by V 
pledging that his administra- 
tion “will not rest" until those - 
responsible were bought tor. 
justice. “ 

Addressing a ceremony to 
break ground for a memorial 
cairn to the 270 victims in the. 
Arlington cemetery, Washing¬ 
ton, Mr Clinton said the- 
attack on Pan .Am flight 103... 
was “an attack not only on the 
individuals from 21 nations; 
who were aboard the aircraft-, 
it was an attack on America”. 

Dale with death, page U 
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Driver pawns the Bentley to pay Christmas bills 


By Dominic Kennedy 

THE middle and upper classes are 
turning to pawnbrokers to help to 
pay the cost of Christmas. 

One Midlands businessman has 
pawned his Bentley Turbo R. worth 
£128,000. to borrow £35.000. In 
Belgravia. London, a pawn shop has 
reported that wives who have over¬ 
spent on their credit cards are 
pledging jewellery to keep their 
husbands at bay. 

The three golden balls, hated in 
Dickensian times when the poor sold 
precious belongings for food, appear 
to be a practical alternative to bunks 
or building societies. Today it is the 


middle and upper classes who find 
themselves in temporary financial 
embarrassment. Pawnbrokers are 
being used to pay privale-school fees, 
mortgage arrears and gambling 
debts. 

In Birmingham. Karl Pountney. 
25. of Uncle's Original Pawnbrokers, 
approved the loan to the owner of the 
year-old Bentley. He allowed another 
businessman to pawn a Rolls-Rcryce 
last Christmas. 

At the T. M. Sutton 1 pawn shop in 
Belgravia. Andrew Brown, the man¬ 
ager. receives gemstones from cli¬ 
ents. "At this lime of year, wives come 
in here who have overspent on their 
credit cards and don’t want their 


husbands to find out,” he said. Men 
are equally devious, offering Rota 
watches or gold tie-pins. 

The rules of the pawn shop are 
simple. To redeem an item, the owner 
must repay foe loan, plus interest on 
a sliding scale (10 per cent for one 
month. 40 per cent for six months). 
After that time, the owner is given 
two weeks' notice before the pledge is 
sold by auction to pay the debt. By 
law. any profit must be returned to 
the owner. 

“Wc are quite happy lo accept a 
car," Mr Pountney said, "but we 
would prefer a Bentley to a Montego. 
A prestige car will hold its value." 

The Glasgow Pawnbroking Com¬ 


pany. run by Archie Crocket is 
filling up with sets of golf clubs, ill- 
suitcd for winter but helpful as a 
Christmas method of raising money. 

In Belfast, the pawnbroker Robert 
Gcddis counts lawyers among his 
clients. "Our regular customers take 
their items out in December, so they 
can bring them back in foe New Year 
when foe money is right." he said 
“But we get a lot of strangers in here 
at this time of year who have spent 
too much and need a little extra - 
□ Soul land's largest producer of 
turkeys has been forced to close days 
before Christmas because the busi¬ 
ness could no longer hold its own 
against cheap imported birds from 


the United Stales. In what must be 

S lrke y -s Christmas wish, 
t-enton Bams Turkeys in East Lothi- 
. up Production of live 
mm The business will continue to 
produce processed turkey products 
? c ^P er Sported meat 
. Nath Chalmers-Watson. manag- 
jng director of foe business, said he 
SL 1B(ll f n f | y The decision * 

no. A da r before Christmas did 
fhe markeI for turfceysr- 
which was reasonably buoyant, he 

SmmII S - r ¥ her ■ tilaI il was oo longer • 

S i ™ blc to breed *** 

farm foe birds m Scotland. 
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A CURATOR at a stately- 
home left a suicide note in the 
f^ le «[ Jyron. his hero, after 
the Child Support Agency 
more than trebled his mainte¬ 
nance payments overnight, an 
inquest was told yesterday 

Graham Clay. 30. was 
found earlier this month by a 
colleague. Mr Clay hanged 
himself from a beam at 
New stead Abbey near Mans- 
held —- the home of Lord 
Byron — where he worked. 

He was discovered the day 
after a final CSA demand 
arrived in the post, increasing 
his monthly maintenance pay¬ 
ments to his estranged wife 
from £86 to £297. 

The inquest was told that 
Mr Clay had been distressed 
by the divorce from his wife 
Wendy in October and separa¬ 
tion from his children Hayley. 
8. and Joanna, 9. 

He feared that the size of the 
CSA order would leave him 
unable to afford Christmas 
presents for the girls. The day 
before he died. Mr Clay had 
promised his former wife that 
he would make his regular 
weekend telephone call to his 
children. 


By Andrew Pierce 


An agency official was 
present at the inquest, but 
while “expressing sorrow for 
what had happened" declined 
to make any comment on the 
case, which has been seized on 
by MPs of all political parties 
10 criticise alleged shortcom¬ 
ings in the new system. 

The suicide note said: "I 
can’t fight any longer. 1 have 
suffered enough. Life is but a 
passing phase. A plant that 
Dowers for a season and then 
dies. Why should 1 carry on? 

“I have lost everything - 
my home, my children, my 
will to think of a future. No 
one will listen. 1 did my best.] 
was a good father. All l ever 
wanted was love. All I got was 
pain." The note did not men¬ 
tion the agency. 

Dr Nigel Chapman, die 
coroner, recording a verdict of 
suicide, said the CSA demand 
had played on the mind of Mr 
Gay but he did not criticise the 
agency. 

He said: “It is not for me to 
apportion blame. From the 
evidence which I have heard 
he had worries, and one of the 
main worries he had was 
about money. It is dear that 


Agency demands 
lp from father 


By A Staff Reporter 


THE Child Support Agency 
was accused last sight of 
hounding a father by threat¬ 
ening court action over an 
unpaid debt of lp. 

-* The lull might of the agency 

was brought to bear on Gra¬ 
ham Hey. a computer pro¬ 
grammer from Manchester, 
when he sent a cheque to his 
former wife for £232£2, rather 
than £23183. 

A two-page letter, posted 
first-class, was sent by die 
agency to Mr Hey*s home in 
Woodhouse Park chastising 
him for the error. It stated that 
interest was being charged on 
the unpaid debt at 1 per cent 
higher than the bank base 
rate. 

The agency said it was also 
considering an "order taking 
the debt from his salary". 

An incredulous Mr Hey 
was taken aback by the agen¬ 
cy’s demand fora £1 adminis¬ 
trative fee for the proposed 
salary deduction. 

He said: “It is ludicrous. I 
offered to add the penny to my 
next bill bid was told that was 
not possible. When 1 think of 
how much time and money 

Sex-change 
„ father loses 
appeal to 
write book 

By A Staff reporter 

A FATHER who underwent a 
sex change and won custody of 
his three children from his 
former wife yesterday toiled 
to have an injunction lifted 
enabling him to write a book 
about his experiences. 

In a reserved judgment at 
the Court of Appeal, Lord 
Justice Neill and Mr Justice 
Ward also barred the media 
from publishing anything dial 
might lead to identification of 
the children, a boy aged 18 and 
girls aged 13 and 10. 

The judges said that while 
there were matters of public 
interest there had been two 
previous occasions when the 
media had covered die case in 
detail. Newspapers had 
named and photographed the 
children, who had then be¬ 
come figures of fun- 
TTie father had a sex-change 
operation in March this year 
after living for years as a 
I transvestite. The judges, who 
referred to him as “she", said 
he had wanted to publish a 
book about his life and mar¬ 
riage, which broke down in 

1983 after eight years. 

They said it had been an 
unhappy marriage because of 
the husband’s ambivalence 
about his sexuality, which 
went back to his early child¬ 
hood. After the divorce in 1984, 
the wife- was granted custody, 
by which time her husband 
was regularly dressing as a 
woman. The wife's distress led 
to a nervous breakdown m 
I9S7 and the children were 
returned to the care of their 
father. 

The judges upheld an in¬ 
junction preventing ihe father 
from giving any publicity to 
his sex change that could lead 
to. the identification of the 
children. The injunction wiH 
remain in force until zuuj. 
when the children will no 
longer be minors. 


has been spent on stamps, 
telephone calls and people's 
time it makes me furious. 

Mr Hey, who is now remar¬ 
ried, has been paying the 
mortgage and water rates at 
his former wife’s home. He 
said: “Everything was fine 
until the agency stepped in. I 
have never shirked my re¬ 
sponsibility. But die demand 
for one penny is the final 
straw." 

AJf Morris, the Labour MP 
for Wytheoshawe, has taken 
op die case and is sending the 
file to John Major. He said: 
“The agency is filled with as 
much Christmas spirit as 
Ebenezer Scrooge. It looks as 
if it is prepared to spend the 
price of a penny black to 
achieve a single penny. 

."Hie cost of trying to get my 
constituent to spend a penny 
is enormously disproportion¬ 
ate. The Child Support Agen¬ 
cy has one of the worn 
records of any government 
agency. This is a new low." 

A spokesman for the Chfld 
Support Agency said: “This 
son of thong should not 
happen." 
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the amount of money he was 
going to have to pay had a 
tremendous effect upon his 


he couldn’t afford it or couldn't 
cope any mom I don't know." 

The court was told that Mr 
Clay’s rucksack, found near 
his body, contained many 
letters from the CSA. Wendy 
Clay. 29. told die inquest in 
Mansfield that they had dis¬ 
cussed the letter from the 
agency the day before his 
suicide and that he had been 


distressed. 


“It was the realisation that it 
was a large amount of money 
and there was nothing he 
could do," she said. He had 
not appeared suicidal that 
evening. 

“If 1 had had any idea that 
he was going to do (hat, I 
would not have let him go 
home. The last thing he said 
was that he would phone the 
girls on Sunday," she said. 

The inquest was told that 
Mr Clay earned on average 
£170 a week at the 15th-century 
abbey. He had agreed at court 
to pay £26 a month for his two 
children. 

Brian Ayres, a fellow cura 
tor who found Mr Clay 
hanging on December 4. told 
the hearing that his colleague 
had been < 


talked about the CSA. sa 


he would not 


to buy his children Christmas 
presents. He had advised him 
to “stand up and fight them". 

• Mrs Ctay, who married in 
1983 and separated earlier this 
year, said her former husband 
had often talked about suicide 
and had crane home with 
marks on bis neck which he 
alleged were caused when he 
tried to hang himself. 

She said the day before he 
died he talked to her about die 
CSA demands. “I was saying 
all the encouragement I 
could.” 

Mr Clay’s aunt Josephine 
Gay. who took him into her 
home at Mapperley, Notting¬ 
ham. after the marriage broke 
down, told the inquest that the 
CSA letters had worried her 
nephew. "He aid he could not 
afford it," she said 
Speaking after the hearing. 
Mr Gay’s brother Barry said 
he hoped the tragedy would 
lead to change at the agency 
He said: “We hope that some¬ 
thing will be done and it noil 
never happen to another 
family." 

The coroner said the sad 
feature was-that foe Gay 
children had been left without 
a father. Any amounts of 
money involved were inciden¬ 
tal, he sakL 


Honeysuckle Weeks, left, and Helena Bonham- 
Carter, who share the role of Faith in A Dark 
Adapted Eye. by Ruth Rendell writing as Barbara 
Vine, to lie shown on BBC1 <p» January 2 and 3 



Plarido Domingo, Jos6 Carreras and Luciano Pavarotti acclaiming the audience at the Rome concert in 1990 that led to huge record sales 

Towering tenors prepare for a £7m encore 


By Richard Morrison 

THE recording of The Three Tenors, 
the most successful in the history of 
classical music, is to have a sequel. 

Luciano Pavarotti Plarido Domin¬ 
go and Jose Carreras, whose concert 
m Rome on the eve of the 1990 
Football World Cup final sold ten 
milliog records and cassettes and one 
million videos, will be reunited for 
Encore —The Three Tenors, which is 
to be staged on July 16 next year at the 
56.00(taeat Dodger Stadium in Los 
Angeles. 

No recording deal has yet been 
reached, but it looks oerfain th at 
Decca. the company which released 
die Rome album, is out of die 


running. In 1990, only Pavarotti had 
an exclusive recording contract and 
his long relationship with Decca 
made that label the obvious choice for 
the Three Tenors album. 

Earlier this year. Peter Andry. vice- 
president of Warner Classics, signed 
Carreras to an exclusive contract 
giving Warner the power of a veto to 
back up its own daim. 

Tibor Rudas. the Los Angeles-based 
Hungarian promoter who has put on 
most of Pavarotti’s mass-audience 
concerts, is in charge of the Los 
Angeles concert and is looking for the 
highest return on the event 

The bidding between recording 
companies for the event went high 
quickly. EMI Classics dropped out at 


$6 million. Sony Classical abandoned 
hope at $8 million. Decca hesitated at 
$10 million. Sources say that Warner 
has settled with a commitment of $11 
milli on (£?.4m), though DO final 
agreement has yet been signed. 

Domingo, who has studiously 
avoided signing exclusively with any 
company, still holds the joker's card. 
In London last week, he went out of 
his way to reveal disenchantment 
with Decca. “They obeyed the contract 
of the Three Tenors recording to the 
letter." he said. “But they made so 
much money out of it they should 
have paid us more. Of course, this 
conceit on July 16 must be recorded, 
but 1 am very happy it is not going to 
be Decca.” Though no deal has been 


finalised, Decca seems resigned to not 
having the Los Angeles concert in its 
catalogue. “No one wants to end up in 
a legal war,” said Roland KommerelL 
Decca’s president 

Few in the record industry believe 
that Encore — The Three Tenors will 
sell nearly as well as the Rome 
concert An outlay of $11 million, plus 
production costs and promotion, 
means that six million units vrifl have 
to be sold to break even. 

The only certainty is that, barring 
illnesses, the concert will take place. 
Domingo is looking forward to it “It 
will probably not be as exciting as the 
first, but it will be better artistically 
because it is always better the second 
time." he said. 


Youth a violent and dangerous menace — judge Newsman’s Girl’s killer 

16-year-old paper shop wS^dL was driven 

killer jailed indefinitely ft 0 ™ d™* by desire 

V nf Rv A Start BFPftBTPn THF. WIIpt ( 


By Andrew PtERca 

A TEENAGER was ordered to 
be detained indefinitely at Her 
Majesty’s pleasure yesterday 
for what the prosecution 
described as a “cold-bkxxled 
murder", which he carried out 
when he was high on drink 
and drugs. 

Avie Andrews. 16, whose 
father Barry is an actor and 
has appeared in television 
programmes such as Harrys 
Came and The Bill, was 
branded a "violent and dan¬ 
gerous menace" by Judge 
Grigsoo at the Old Bailey. 

The well-spoken teenager 
had been convicted on Mon¬ 
day of murdering Amaranath 
Bandaratflkka. 32, in a news¬ 
agent’s shop at Hammer¬ 
smith, west London, in 
February. Andrews fired a 
sawn-off shotgun at point- 
blank range into the chest of 
the barrister's clerk after or¬ 
dering him to tom cart his 
pockets, which contained 26p. 

Mr Andrews, who persuad¬ 
ed his son to give himself up to 
the police after he confessed to 
the killing, looked shocked 
when the verdict was deliv¬ 
ered. He had told the court 
how he listened in horror as 
his son had confessed. “It was 
an incredible moment ... so 
difficult to believe,” he said. 

The judge said that An¬ 
drews, who was a student at 
Ealing College at foe time, had 
been described as someone of 
average intelligence who was 
mature above his years. He 
said: “It is a tragic irony that 
had you not filled yourself 



Andrews: drugs said 
to be his downfall 

with drugs you would have 
been something like that at the 
time." 

The judge said that An¬ 
drews, who showed no emo¬ 
tion when sentence was 
passed, had ruined his life and 
that of Sam Perman. 18. who 
was present at the robbery. 
Perman, a friend of Andrews 
since school, will be sentenced 
in January. He was remanded 
in custody for psychiatric re¬ 
ports after being convicted of 
manslaughter. 

Andrews, the father of a 
five-month-old girl, admitted 

toade?sawn-off^^if He 
also admitted robbing drug 
dealers of £650 of cannabis at 
gunpoint three weeks before 
the murder. He was sentenced 
to eight years and six years for 
the robberies and three years 
for possession of a firearm 


with intent The sentences will 
run concurrently. 

The court was told how the 
youth, who had enjoyed a 
classic middle-class upbring¬ 
ing. had “gone off die rails" 
after taking cannabis at II and 
becoming addicted to heroin 
when he was 15. He had sold 
fake Ecstasy tablets, made 
from crushed cold cure {nils, to 
pay for his drug habit 

On the night of the murder 
he had been drinking heavily, 
"smoking cannabis constant¬ 
ly" and taking drug tablets 
before deciding to rob the 
newsagent’s “on the spur of 
the moment”. He was desper¬ 
ate for money to buy more 
drugs. 

He pulled a red scarf across 
his face, forced the shop owner 
to empty the till and took a 
charity collection box. He 
stuffed his pockets full of 
cigarettes before pointing his 
gun at the legal clerk. An¬ 
drews. from Hammersmith, 
wept in court as be denied 
murder and insisted the gun 
had gone off accidentally as he 
left the shop. 

Dorian Lovell-Pank, for the , 
prosecution, said that when 
the gun went off “accidentally, 
it didn’t make a hole in the 
ceiling, it didn't make a hole in ! 
the floor, it made a hole in Mr 
Banda". 

Edward Quist-Arcton, for 
the defence, said no rate regret¬ 
ted the “senseless waste of life” 
more than Andrews, who had 
felt more “aggressive and 
militant" carrying a loaded 
gun. He said that drugs had 
been his downfall. 


Daughter fails to win control of Moore sculptures 


By Michael Horsnell 

HENRY Moore’s daughter yester¬ 
day lost her multi-million pound 
le^l tattle to wrest ownership of 
some of the sculptor's finest work 
from the foundation set op in his 
name. 

If it had succeeded, the High Court 
action by Maiy Moore, 46, eoukl 
have led to the break-up of the 
coDection boused by the Henry 
Moore Foundation. Ms Moore, who 

sued as a trustee of her parents’wills, 
wanted a ruling that hundreds of 
unsold sculptures and other works 
by her father created in the tost ten 
years of his life, and his copies of 
earlier works, remained his personal 
property and part of his disposable 


estate. The charitable Henry Moore 
Foundation and its tradmg arm 
HMF Enterprises, based at the 
sculptor’s old home,Hogland& Perry 
Green. Hertfordshire, successfuty ar¬ 
gued that the works were their 
property under a service agreement 
that Moore signed in January 1977. 

He established the foundation in 
1976 to promote public apprec iati on 
of sculpture, particularly his own 
works, and to ease crippling tax 
assessments. 

When Moore died in 1986, he left 
his estate to his Russian-born wife 
Irina. She died nearly three years 
later, leaving everything to Maty, the 
couple’s only child, and her three 
childre n. In a reserved judgment Mr 
Justice Evans-Lombie rejected the 


daim to ownership by Ms Moore, 
who sued under her married name, 
Mary Spencer Moore DanowskL He 
held that the agreement signed by the 
sculptor unambiguously said that 
ownership of work executed under its 
terms was vested in the service 
company. The judge also held that 
copies by Moore since 1977 of earlier 
works used materials and facilities 
provided by the company and be¬ 
longed to it. 

Ms Moore; of Compton Valence. 
Dorset, who is married to the ait 
dealer Raymond Danowski, had 
claimed that a significant proportion 
of Moore’s works in the last ten years 
of his life remained his property. 
Ownership of about half die scul¬ 
ptures held by the foundation, in¬ 


cluding celebrated works such as 
Three Piece Sculpture. Vertebrae 
and Mother and Child, each worth 
more than El million, had been in 
dispute. 

Mrs Moore, who is on holiday in 
South Africa and unavailable for 
comment, was ordered to pay the 
costs of die case, unofficially estimat¬ 
ed at more than £200,000. Her 
lawyers said later she was disap¬ 
pointed with the judgment and that 
they would be studying it before 
advising heron whether to appeal. 

Mis Moran was the foundation's 
first ehairman and remained a 
trustee until she resigned in 1980 in 
opposition to plans to develop 
Hogfands and build a visitors’ 
centre. 


By A Staff Reporter 

THE widow of Leonard 
Parkin, the television journal¬ 
ist. drank herself to death a 
month after his funeral, an 
inquest was told yesterday. 

Barbara Parian. 63. was 
found unconscious by her bed 
in October at the retirement 
cottage which die ITN anchor¬ 
man had bought for her in 
Pickering, North Yorkshire. 
Attempts by paramedics to 
resuscitate her failed and she 
died at the cottage from acute 
alcohol poisoning. 

Tire inquest at Scarborough 
was told that tests revealed she 
had also taken tablets of para¬ 
cetamol and temazapanbefore 
her death. The drugs were at 
normal therapeutic levels, but 
the alcohol content of 309mg 
in JOOral of blood was well 
above the fatal risk level. 

Mrs Parkin's son Jeremy, 
36. a restaurateur based in 
Florida, had been working in 
London on the day of his 
mother’s death and had been 
due to visit her. He told the 
inquest “She was an alcohol¬ 
ic. She had had treatment on 
many, many occasions, the 
last being 12 weeks at a 
Nottingham clinic in the 
spring. But ft had not been 
successful." 

Tim Ritson, a family friend, 
told the inquest he had seen , 
Mrs Parkin three times rat the 
day of her death following i 
telephone calls for help. “She 
was very agitated." 

Forty-eight hours earlier, 
she had been seen walking 
barefoot in the streets near her 
home in her night clothes. The 
last time he saw her alive she 
was heading back from an off- 
licence in the town centre an 
empty quarter bottle of whisky 
was later found in the house. 

He added: “She seemed to 
bear up very well immediately 
after Mr Parkin's death. It 
was only two or three weeks 
after his death that she seemed 
to go down." 

Michael Oakley, the Scar¬ 
borough and RyedaJe coroner, 
recording a verdict of acciden¬ 
tal death, said: “It’s clear that 
she had suffered from alcohol¬ 
ism for some years. The large 
amount of aktohoi in her Wood 
could prove fatal, even to 
people used to alcohoL" 

Mrs Parkin, who had been 
married to Mr Parkin fin - 38 
years but had been separated 
for two years, retired to live 
near him in Pickering four 
montits before he developed 
terminal cancer. 


THE self-confessed killer of a 
12-year-old girt described yes¬ 
terday how, driven by Just he 
had suffocated the child in his 
garden shed. 

Keith Collard, 24. cried as 
he told an Old Bailey jury that 
he had been driven by a desire 
to touch a woman's body. 
Armed with an imitation gun. 
be had dragged Katrina 
Monk into the shed from an 
alleyway alongside his home. 

MrCollard. unemployed, of 
Enfield, north London, denies 
murdering Katrina but has 
admitted manslaughter. He 
told the jury: “1 didn’t mean to 
kill her or cause her serious 
harm. I just wanted to keep 
her quiet." 

He described how he had 
gripped the girl's throat and 
put his hand over her mouth 
to stop her screaming and 
then realised that she had 
died. “She did not move. I 
nudged her a second time and 
she keeled over. Then 1 real¬ 
ised she was dead. 1 felt faint 
and ride when I realised what 
I had done." 

Mr Collard admitted that 
lust had driven him to attack 
Katrina, who was simply in 
tiie wrong place at the wrong 
time. Moments before attack¬ 
ing Katrina, he had seen 
another schoolgirl walk past 
his garden gate. The court was 
told he went to his bedroom, 
lacked up an imitation hand¬ 
gun and returned to the 
garden. 

He told the court "I heard 
footsteps and then I saw a 
woman’s head going along. 1 
approached her from behind 
and put the gun to the side of 
her head. 1 pulled her back 
and placed her against a wall 
in front of my garden gate." 

The court has heard that 
Katrina's body was found in 
the alleyway the next day. Her 
hands and feet had been tied 
and a plastic bag had been 
placed over her head. Her 
body was discovered only a 
hundred yards from her home 
in Enfield. 

Mr Collard, who has no 
previous convictions, said that 
he had had sexual intercourse 
with a girl only once. He had 
-had a-girl friend-for-several 
months but was not going out 
with anyone at the time. 

He admitted he had taken 
women’s underwear from 
washing lines in his teens and 
again when he was about 20. 
and agreed he had women's 
underwear in his room at the 
time of the lolling. 

The trial continues today. 
















Give something 


priceless this Christmas 


home r 


animal |r}v 


mupih 


Togetherness. 


Remember when you first met? Nothing could keep 
you apart.Then life got in the way. 

You both have busy days, in the car, around the 
shops, raising children, chasing a career. 

You're not always near a telephone. When you need 
a little advice, comfort or reassurance, or you simply want 
to talk, you can't. 

With a mobile phone connected to Cellnet you're 
better equipped to organise your time, keep in touch with 


the family and cope with life's little emergencies. 

Cellnet covers 98% of the UK population, with a 
choice of affordable tariffs that makes it a firm family 
favourite. 

So it's no surprise that Cellnet is now Britain's 
fastest growing mobile phone company. 

Bring someone you love 
closer to you this Christmas. 




Join us. 


Call the big network for small phones. 0800 21 4000. 
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Charily tries 
to demolish 

wildlife haven 
left by widow 

*aw=s£S SSssaaa 

refused by wildlife chaSJ SlSLi^ e S ey 1 _ wouId •» ap- 

jowhich she left the property s ^had known whS 

The charifv w-as planned. 



HOME NEWS 




E1.SM bui,din “ 

Dons Shelley, si died after 

h?™ ?l ? d ? d ,ast February 

M 'V. dBr ^ ^ TOt “^ 
at ManJcsham near Ipswich 

Sr S 4rl &It *5?* She ^ lived 
ten°fot,d Ihe WHer “ 

In her will, Mrs Shelley, a 
^etanan and animal lover. 

-v«ii er fla !f' ac re garden and 
one-storey home to the World 
Society for the Proiection of 
Animals (WSPA), with the 
request that the property 
should if possible “be retained 
fora sanctuary for wildlife" 

. The society, which works to 
improve animal welfare and 
conservation through bran¬ 
ches m over 70 countries, has 
applied to Suffolk Coastal 
District Council for consent to 
demolish Mrs Shelley's cot¬ 
tage and build five two-storey 
houses on the site. Rosy Scott 



_ - -- 

Shelley: bequeathed 
home as nature haven 


. ,oved her garden and 
Kept « overgrown as a haven 
for wildlife. She always told 
people that its future was 
secure because it was going to 
be taken over by a wildlife 
orgarusaiion." 

Mrs Shelley, who lived on 
her own and had no television 
used to entertain herself by 
putting out food that drew 
badgers. faxes and other ani¬ 
mals into her garden. She 
chese to stay in the cottage, 
rather than move to an old 
people's home, despite being 
attacked two years earlier by a 
burglar who beat her and left 
her locked in her bathroom. 

Hilary Cross, a spokesman 
tor the wildlife charity, said: 
“Mrs Shelley was a long¬ 
standing member of the soci¬ 
ety and was well aware that 
we do not run reserves in this 
counny. Her will also made 
clear we were under no legal 
obligation. The National 
Westminster Bank, the execu¬ 
tor. has a duty to maximise the 
value of the bequest With 
planning permission, the 
property might be sold to a 
developer for £150,000. In its 
present state it is worth no 
more than £50,000." 

There remains a chance that 
the garden could be saved if its 
destruction infringed wildlife 
legislation. Robert Chamber- 
lain. assistant director in the 
district council's-planning de¬ 
partment said: “We have been 
tokl there may be a badger set 
on the property, which could 
affect the planning applica¬ 
tion. But it is not for us to *»l»» 
a view on what Mrs Shelley 
intended in her will." 


Four hurt in wave of 
animal lib bombs 

By Stewart Tendler, crime correspondent 


SCOTLAND Yard warned 
possible targets -of attacks by 
animal liberation militants to 
be on their guard last night 
after four people received hos¬ 
pital treatment when a parcel 
bomb exploded and another 
four devices were intercepted. 

A new group calling itself 
The Justice Department was 
linked to the attacks yesterday 
by a spokesman for animal 
rights activists. The group has 
carried our several attacks in 
recent months. 

The bombs were packed 
into 2ft cardboard tubes sold 
at post offices. One exploded 
as it was opened at the offices 
of a company that analyses 


samples sent by veterinary 
surgeons. A man aged 45 
suffered burns and an abdo¬ 
men injury. Three people 
wre treated for shock and 
temporary, deafness. The de¬ 
tached house at Small Dole. 
Su ssex, was formerly used by 
a company breeding monkeys 
for research which has been 
attacked before. 

Letter bombs were defused 
at a rabbit breeder’s home at 
Chadderton, Greater Man¬ 
chester, at a biological re¬ 
search institute in South 
Kensington, London, at a 
Godalming sorting office, 
Surrey, and at Hyfoie Rabbits 
in Warrington, Cheshire. 



Keene on chess 
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By Raymond Keene 

CHESS CORRESPONDENT 

I 

PCA Qualifier 

AFTER two rounds of the PCA 
World Championship Qualifi¬ 
er in Groningen, Holland just 
three players have a 100% 
score namely Evgeny Bareev 
(Russia), Alexander Beliavsky 
(Ukraine) and Alexei Shirov 
(Latvia). Britain's Michael Ad¬ 
ams as well as pre-tourna¬ 
ment favourite Vishy Anand 
(India) are both hot on their 
heels with 1.5 points. Former 
British champion Julian 
Hodgson recovered well from 
his loss in the first round to 
move into the middle of the 
field with a win against Zsirzsa 
Polgar. 

Important results from the 
second round were: Alexei 
Shirov beat Zurab 
Azamiaparashvili (Georgia): 
Evgeny Bareev beat Predrag 
Nikoiic (Bosnia): Alexander 
Beliavsky beat Dutch 
Grandmaster Jeroen Piker 
and Michael Adams beat Vla¬ 
dimir Akopian from Armenia. 

White: Julian Hodgson 
Black: Zsuzsa POlgar 
PCA Qualifier. Groningen 
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28 
29 


Rbcl 

Be3 

Bxd4 

Nd5 

Nfl7+ 

Bxb7 

BxaB 

OdG 

RC7 

RcS 

NxcB 

Qad 

Qxa7 


h6 

0-0 

cxd4 

008 

Kft8 

Bll7 

QxaB 

QeS 

Na4 

Qxcfi 

Rxc8 

NbG 

Black resigns 


Michael Adams scored a fine 
win by keeping Akopian's 
counterplay under control. 

White: Michael Adams 
Black: Vladimir Akopian 
PCA Qualifier. Groningen 

Diagram-after Black's 42nd 
move. 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 


C4 

Nc3 

NO 

S 3 

cad5 

B00 

043 

flbi 

04 

d4 

dxe 5 

003 

Rdf 

Nq5 

Bxg 5 

Qa3 


English Opening 


85 

Nt6 

NC6 

d5 

NxdS 

N06 

Be7 

16 

Nxb4 

Nc6 

fae5 

BfS 

QeS 

BxgS 

Nd4 

C5 


43 as C4 

44 Gxc4 006+ 

45 Be3 Nc5 

46 BI1 Ncxc4 + 

47 Ke2 Nc5 

46 Kel 0a5+ 

49 04 Q81 + 

50 K 12 Nce4+ 

51 txe4 Ng4 + 

52 Kt3 Black resigns 

Top pairings for round three 
are: Bareev'- Shirov. Kramnik 
(Russia) - Beliavsky, 

Romanishm (llkraine) 
Anand and Georgiev (Bulgar¬ 
ia) - Adams. 

Winning Move, page 32 


Family meets again 50 years after ‘Blitz death 




L* 'fc, 




v 


-Hfcv 



M 

m 

r 




t 


Keith, 51. is due to be reunited with his mother, Joan Hillard-Reid. 
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Keith as he was when his mother last saw him 


A WOMAN will be rennired 
wwi her long lost son this 
Christmas. 50 vears after he 
was told she had died in the 
Blitz. 

Joan Hillard-Reid. 76. Iasi 
aw her son Keith. 51. when 
he was 18 months old and her 
marriage to his father Ste¬ 
phen Potter broke down. 

The child was taken to 
South Africa by his father 
and brought up in the belief 
that his mother had died in 
an air raid attack on London 
in 1944. 

However, when Keith Pot¬ 
ter’s wife Yvonne visited Eng- 


By A Staff Reporter 

land a year ago. she tried to 
trace the family and discov¬ 
ered that her husband’s moth¬ 
er had not died in the Blitz. 

Since Mrs Hillard-Reid 
had remarried, the trail went 
Wank and the couple asked 
me International Red Cross 
for help. 

After ttm months, they 
traced Keith Potter’s mother 
to her home in Swindon, 
Wiltshire, and they were able 
to talk on the telephone. 

Mrs Hillard-Reid has ar¬ 
ranged a reunion where her 
eldest son will meet his half- 
brother Chris. 47, and his 


stepfather Bill for Christmas. 
Mrs Hillard-Reid said: "Ev¬ 
ery Christmas and on his 
birthday, J have been longing 
and wondering about Keith. I 
always thought we would 
meet again. 

“For years, I had kept quiet 
about losing Keith but. as 
soon as 1 got to know Bill 
well I (old him all about it. 
The fact that Keith is coming 
here will be the greatest 
Christmas present,” 

Mrs Hiiiard-Reid’s first 
and second husbands have 
died and she married Bill five 
years ago. 


Publican 
loses lease 
test case 

By Tony Dawe 

HUNDREDS of publicans 
face eviction in the new veur 
after a Norwich licensee lost a 
High Court challenge lo the 
way the big brewers are 
imposing tough new leases. 

In a tesT case involving 
James Little, of The Alexan- 
dra, and Courage, the brew- 
ers, Mr Justice Ferris decided 
the publican did nor hare the 
right to take advantage of an 
opuon clause to renew hi* 
existing lease. 

Mr Linle, with many other 
Courage tenants, had wanted 
to renew the lease for five 
years but GrandMei. which 
has taken over Courage's pub¬ 
lic houses, insisted that he sign 
a new 20-year lease at double 
the rent. The judge ruled in 
favour of the brewers because 
Mr Little had failed to agree a 
further business plan as re- 
quired by the terms of ihe 
original lease. 

Alan Temple, or the Cour¬ 
age Leaseholders- Association, 
said later that the rulin*> 
would affect 250 other publ£ 
cans with similar leases. 
Another 200 publicans, who 
are protected by the Landlord 
and Tenant Act, face further 
court battles. 

Mr Little vowed to fight on. 
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Tortured dogs. Wounded horses. 
Kittens used as punch bags. 

Every year, at Christmas, man’s 
inhumanity to animals takes an 
ironically seasonal twist. And a very 
noticeable turn for the worse. 

For the beaten and the abused 
there is no season of goodwill. 

And for the RSPCA there is no 
peace on earth. 

Cruelty never takes a holiday. 

At Christmas, the RSPCA’s 300 
uniformed inspectors face one of 
their busiest times of the year. 

them it s hardly the season 
to he jolly. 

Beneath the veneer of society’s 
merriment, they tackle the realities 
of its brutality. 

Every day they will answer more 
than 2500 calls for help. 

Some, they won’t reach in time. 

Suffocated puppies and kittens 
drowned in freezing rivers. 

But for many more, the RSPCA 


will be the difference between life 
and death. 

Their inspectors, volunteers 
and staff will take in abandoned 
cats and dogs.They will care for 
neglected horses and sheep. 

They will treat the sick and feed 
the starving. They will rescue the 
beaten and the abused. 

I he RSPCA receives no support 
from the Government. 

It relies on yours. 

^12 helps an RSPCA inspector 
to answer one call. 

So please fill in the coupon. 

And post it early. For Christmas. 

C tidealready, arporter. , , I 

I Please use my donation to fight animal cruelty. [_J ( 

*“□ 130 c »□ 

I wish to give via VWAocess/RSPCA Mastercard i 


Signature. . 

Name_ 

Address_ 


-Pbstcode 


j To :RSPCA,DepLTTlB,Freepost,BiytfdlBS33YY'. 
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WHEN CRUELTY TAKES A HOLIDAY. SO WILL WE. 
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Last victim of 
Hillsborough 
‘died from 
crush injuries’ 

By Paul Wilkinson 


TONY Bland, the 96th victim 
of the Hillsborough football 
Stadium disaster, died acci¬ 
dentally as a direct result of 
the injuries he received when 
he was crushed in the crowd, a 

coroner ruled yesterday. 

Mr Bland, 22, died last 
March after doctors fought a 
lengthy court battle for per¬ 
mission to withdraw his medi¬ 
cal treatment. They believed 
he had no chance of recover¬ 
ing from the vegetative state 
into which he had lapsed soon 
after his brain was starved of 
oxygen at the FA Cup semi¬ 
final on April 15.1989. 

James Turnbull, the West 
Yorkshire coroner, told Mr 
Bland's parents, Allan and 
' Barbara Bland, that “they will 
be able to start the new year 
with a new leaf and be able to 
put all this behind them". He 
said Allan Bland had “faced 
this terrible tragedy with dig¬ 
nity and has not allowed 
emotion to affect his derision". 

After the hearing. Mr Bland 
said: "It was the only verdict 
there could possibly be." 

Earlier, the coroner had 
refused an application to 
cross-examine witnesses by 
Father James Morrow, a Pro- 
Life campaigner who is trying 
to bring murder charges 
against doctors at Airedale 
Hospital. Keighley, where Mr 
Bland died on March 3. 

Mr Turnbull said the issues 
had been fully canvassed to 
the House of Lords and he was 
bound by its judgment The 
circumstances of the tragedy 
had also been examined dur¬ 
ing the other inquests. His 
duty was to identify the dead 
person and to discover how. 
when and where he died. 

Jan Lowe, a pathologist told 
the inquest at Bradford that 
Mr Bland had died from 
kidney disease and bronchial 
pneumonia due to brain dam¬ 
age which had been caused by 



Tony Bland: in a 
vegetative state 


traumatic asphyxia from 
crushing. 

Dr Jim Howe, the consul¬ 
tant who supervised Mr 
Bland's treatment at Airedale 
from May 1989. said that he 
was breathing spontaneously 
and his eyes were open when 
he arrived. 

However, it was obvious he 
was already in a vegetative 
state. "There was never any 
eye contact no response to 
questions or commands, no 
contact with those around 
him. He never focused his 
eyes, and he began to suffer 
muscular contractions." He 
could not swallow and had to 
be fed through a tube. 

Dr Howe said that when 
Mr Bland's chest was crushed, 
fracturing five ribs, his brain 
had been starved of oxygen 
which had caused the death of 
the cerebral cortex — “that 
part of the brain which makes 
us a person and gives us our 
experiences". He said that all 
that was left alive was the 
brain stem, which controlled 
automatic functions. 

For the first few months, Mr 
Bland had received daily 
physio and speech therapy, 
often assisted by his father, 
but there was no improv¬ 
ement After four months. Dr 
Howe has discussed with Mr 
and Mrs Bland what the 
future might hold and pointed 
out that many other countries 
allowed treatment to be with¬ 
drawn and a peaceful death to 
follow. 

He said that experience 
showed that if there was any 
recovery, it usually happened 
in the first three months and 
there were no recorded cases 
of it happening after a year. 

Dr Howe said that after 
about six months he took legal 
advice and was warned that 
he might be charged unless he 
had~ court approval for the 
withdrawal of treatment. 

Soon after, Mr Bland had 
developed internal complica¬ 
tions that required an opera¬ 
tion, but the surgeon said it 
would be futile mid was not 
prepared to do it 

Eventually, the Airedale 
Hospital Trust went to court to 
seek formal permission to 
cease treatment, which was 
granted in the High Court in 
November 1992 and subse¬ 
quently upheld on appeal in 
the Lords last February. 

On February 22, all food 
and medical aid was stopped. 
Mr Bland was washed and 
kept comfortable and died 
nine days later. 
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Heavy snowfall in Derbyshire has assured a white Christmas for John Morton, a Buxton farmer, who felled one of his own trees yesterday for his family’s celebrations 

Bookies halve odds on a white Christmas windfall 


By Kate Alderson 
and Gillian Bowditch 

LADBROKES is offering the 
shortest odds in a decade for a 
white Christmas in the capi¬ 
tal. while forecasters believe 
much of Scotland will have 
snow an December 25 for the 
first time in 13 years. 

The odds of snow felling at 
noon on Christmas Day an 
die roof of tiie London Wea¬ 
ther Centre were halved yes¬ 
terday from 5-1 to 5-2. Paul 
Austin, a spokesman for 
Ladbrokes, said: "These are 
the shortest odds offered in 


Christmas week for over ten 
years. Last year it was 20-1." 

The London Weather 
Centre continued to predict 
possible snow in eastern ar¬ 
eas on Christmas Eve and 
Chris tmas Day, brought by 
north and northeasterly 
winds around an area of low 
pressure over the North Sea. 

Isobel Lang, a forecaster, 
said yesterday: "There is a 
strong chance that the east 
and southeast of the country 
will have a white Christmas 
Eve and Day. There is even a 
30 per cent chance of London 
having one. The last time we 


had a true white Christmas 
was in 1970, but this year die 
prospects for that are good.” 

Heavy snow is predicted for 
almost the whole of Scotland 
on Thursday and is expected 
to lie. Yesterday, the High¬ 
lands and central Scotland 
had several inches of snow 
with Inverness the worst af¬ 
fected area. The snow was 3in 
deep about 20 miles north of 
Glasgow. 

“There has to be a real 
prospect of a white Christams 
for most of Scotland outside of 
Glasgow and Edinburgh this 
year,” said a spokesman for 


the Glasgow Met office. 
"Christmas morning itself is 
set to be frosty and dear but 
we are expecting significant 
snow on Thursday coming in 
from the islands and sweep¬ 
ing south to cover most of the 
country." 

Aviemore Ski Centre re¬ 
ported good siding in the 
Cairngorms yesterday. A 
spokeswoman said: "We had 
heavy snow last night and 
weve had people out on tire 
mountains today." 

But Scots betting on a white 
Christmas could be disap¬ 
pointed even if they am 


snowed in this year. Jim 
McNally, of Ladbrokes in 
Grangemouth, said: "It has to 
be snowing on the roof of the 
London Weather Centre at 
noon on Christmas Day to be 
classed as a white Christmas. 
So even if you're snowed in in 
Fort William, it won't count if 
it's not snowing in London." 

A brief flurry of sled in 
London yesterday rooming, 
and slushy hailstones in foe 
Midlands on Monday eve¬ 
ning. have increased specula¬ 
tion about snow on Christmas 
Day. William Hill, which 
offers a bet on snow felling at 


any time di 


Christinas 


Skiers look forward to peak piste conditions 


By Harvey Elliott 
TRAVEL CORRESPONDENT 

UP TO 30,000 British skiers will bead 
for die mountains of Europe next 
weekend and indications are 
they will find almost perfect condi¬ 
tions. After two days of unseasonaUy 
high temperatures and "extreme dan¬ 
ger” of avalanche, the Alps are once 
again being covered with a deep coat 
of snow and temperatures are plung¬ 
ing well below zero. 

David Hearns, of the Ski Club of 
Great Britain, said: "Last weekend, 
conditions were fantastic with a lot of 
snow throughout the main Alpine 
region. Then on Sunday evening the 


temperature rose, reaching as high as 
9C in Val dTs&reand bringing serious 
dangers of avalanche throughout the 
Alps. The conditions lasted for two 
days and some people were getting 
very worried. Now, there is a lot of • 
new snow with more forecast for the 
rest of the week.” 

It has been snowing almost contin¬ 
ually In tiie Alps since early Novem¬ 
ber and most resorts have a good 
snow base. The warm temperatures 
of the last few days, however, led to 
rain below 1,000 metres. In Switzer¬ 
land, Gstaad. which is 1.000 metres 
above sea level, has between 10cm 
and 30cm, and Verbier, which is at 
1,500 metres, has between 50cm and 


160cm. Rain was still falling yester¬ 
day in much of tiie Bernese Oberiand 
but forecasters were confident that 
tfiis would turn to snow. 

At EUmau In the Austrian Tyrol, 
which has skiing op to L800 metres, 
there is 20cm on the lower slopes and 
60cm on the upper. At ObergurgL 
also in Tyrol, where the town itself is 
at 2.000 metres with skiing op to 3.000 
metres, the snow was almost univer¬ 
sally lm deep. 

In the US, conditions are as good as 
they have ever been, while in Scot¬ 
land the renewed snow fells have 
provided good conditions on the 
upper slopes and forecasters predict 
much improved conditions on tiie 


lower slopes by Christmas. About 
600,000 Britons go skiing each winter 
with most heading for fee Alps. The 
busiest week is always the one'after 
Christmas. Many tour operators tins 
year have been folly booked since tiie 
autumn. 

Christmas in Austria is popular tins 
year but many more are expected to 
leave for France, especially the high 
altitude resorts in tiie Tarmtaise, for 
the new year. January, which was 
traditionally unpopular because of 
the cold, is becoming increasingly 
popular because it has produced 
some of the best snowfalls over the 
last few years. This year looks as 
though it will be no exception. 


luring 

jy of 12 named 
British cities, reduced the 
odds on Norwich from 3-1 to 
5-2. then later to 2-1. 

A local punter who caught 
the odds at 5-2 bet £400, 
which would net a £1,000 
profit The other cities re¬ 
mained at 3-1. | j 

AA Road watch said yester-\fj ; 
day that vehicle drivers ‘ 
should not expect quieter 
roads this holiday despite the 
announcement by the Gov=- 
e mm ent on Monday that 
cones would be removed from 
roads. 

The last thing people 
should be thinking is that 
roads are going to be less 
congested,” said an M 
spokesman. "There are 25 
major sets of roadworks and 
we calculate that is an in- 

crease on last year. If we get 
snow and bad weather, tiie 
roads are. going u be pretry 
hazardous:” . 

. The wintry weather condi¬ 
tions and a high number of 
arridpnta on the hills has 
prompted tiie Scottish Moun¬ 
tain Safefy Group to publish 
two leaflets advising moun¬ 
taineers on how to prevent an 
avalanche and what to do if 
caught in one. 

Forecast, page 16 
Snow reports, page 30 
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Prince wins 
libel award 

The Saudi Arabian ambassa¬ 
dor in Washington won “sub¬ 
stantial" agreed libel damages 
in foe High Court yesterday 
for a false allegation in The 
Guardian that he made secret 
£7 million payments to die 
Conservative Party just before 
last year's general election. 

Prince Bandar Bin Sultan 
Bin Abdul Aziz is to give the 
undisclosed sum to charity. 
Guardian Newspapers, the 
editor Peter Preston and Paul 
Brown, a journalist, accepted 
the report was untrue and 
apologised. 

Surgery cash 

The family of Elizabeth Wig- 
field. 48. of East Moseley. 
Surrey, who died after brain 
damage during routine sur¬ 
gery. were awarded £197,000 
in the High Court. The anaes¬ 
thetist admitted liability. 

Abuser jailed 

Shaun Gordon, 22, was jailed 
for four years at Teesside 
Crown Com for sexually as¬ 
saulting three young brothers 
for four days while acting as a 
babysitter. 

Drug stabbing 

A boy aged 15 wearing a bul¬ 
let-proof vest survived a Man¬ 
chester multiple slabbing 
believed to be related to drug 
trafficking. He has had sur¬ 
gery for a throat wound. 

Actor’s money 

Nedjet Salih, formerly of the 
BBC soap EastEndem. accept¬ 
ed undisclosed High Court li¬ 
bel damages for articles in The 
Sun and the News of the 
World felsety accusing him of 
being a deceitful womaniser. 

Tree route 

Shoppers from Norway are 
buying plastic Christmas trees 
at stores in Gateshead. 


Minister rejects 
nurses’ daims 

By Jeremy Laurance 


Inquest halted on 
knifed schoolboy 

By Richard Duce 


Rockers roll up , t 
for Top 10 poll 

By A Staff Reporter 


A HEALTH minister was in 
conflict with senior nurses 
yesterday over claims that the 
NHS faced a "recruitment 
crisis" which could threaten 
patient care. 

The Royal College of Nurs¬ 
ing told Baroness Cumber- 
lege. the junior health 
minister, that a fell of a third 
in the number of young people 
entering nursing since 1983 
meant qualified nurses had 
less help on the wards. A 
further 20 per cent cut in 
nursing students was expected 
next year under Government 
plans. By 1997-98, there would 
be 40.000 students compared 
with the 1983 total of 87500. 
the college said. 

However, Lady Cumberlege 
accused foe college of chang¬ 
ing its tune. Earlier this year, 
it criticised the health depart¬ 
ment for training nurses for 
foe dole queue. She said: 
“Within the space of eight 
months we have, according to 
the ROM. moved from 'No jobs 
for nurses' to 'No nurses for 
jobs’." She said foe reduction 
in places reflected "improved 
retention rates" among 
nurses. The recession had 


reduced the opportunities for 
nurses to leave foe profession, 
which in foe past had a high 
turnover. 

The college claimed almost 
every nurse who qualified was 
needed by the NHS but hospi¬ 
tals could not afford to fill 
vacancies. They instead hired 
temporary agency nurses to 
provide cover, saving on sick¬ 
ness and holiday pay. There 
was now a shortage of agency 
nurses, especially in London. 

The college gave a warning 
that there would not be 
enough nurses to fill the 
available post when the econo¬ 
my improved and more 
nurses started to leave for 
other jobs. A recent college 
survey of staff morale found a 
quarter said they would leave 
if they could find another job. 

Tom Bdger. RCN director 
of education, said: "Nursing 
students are the future life¬ 
blood of nursing. The RCN's 
research shows they are an 
ever decreasing proportion of 
the total nursing workforce. 
The Government's proposals 
for a further cut next year 
seem to show no understand¬ 
ing of workforce planning.” 


Allergy girl 
killed by 
nuts in pie 

A FATHER called for dearer 
food labelling yesterday after 
an inquest was told his 
daughter, who suffered from 
asthma and was allergic to 
peanuts, died after eating a 
lemon meringue pie she did 
not know contained the nuts. 

The Hampshire coroner re¬ 
corded a verdict of death by 
misadventure on Sarah Read¬ 
ing, 17, a hairdresser from 
Ash. who bought the pie in 
Guildford. Surrey, in October. 

The coroner. Andrew Brad¬ 
ley, said: "I would like to see 
the whole question of the 
problem of peanut allergies 
publicised.” David Reading 
said: "Maybe there should 
even be legislation to ensure 
the ingredients are listed." 

Sarah’s stepmother. Sylvia 
Reading, told the inquest at 
Aldershot that Sarah bad 
called for help, saying die 
could not breathe. 

She had lost consciousness 
and Mis Reading called an 

ambulance that took her to 
hospital in Aldershot but staff 
were unable to revive her. 

The cause of death was 
given as acute broncho spasm 
and anaphylactic shock 
caused by a reaction to ingest- 
I ed peanuts. 


A CORONER halted an in¬ 
quest yesterday into the killing 
of a black schoolboy after a 
lawyer told him that three new 
murder suspects had been 
identified. 

Michael Mansfield QC rep¬ 
resenting foe family of Ste¬ 
phen Lawrence. 18, said he 
had unearthed "dramatic” 
new evidence. Stephen, an A- 
levei student, was stabbed at a 
bus stop in El foam, southeast 



Stephen Lawrence 
stabbed at bus stop 


London, eight months ago. 
allegedly in a racist attack. 
Two boys aged 16 and 17 were 
charged with murdering Ste¬ 
phen, from Plumstead, but 
were released after the Crown 
Prosecution Service decided 
there was a lack of evidence. 

Mr Mansfield said Ste¬ 
phen’s parents would pursue a 
private prosecution unless 
police investigated the new 
evidence, which concerned 
someone known to one of the 
alleged attackers, witnesses to 
the murder and the disappear¬ 
ance of another person. 

He also said there was 
information about a statement 
made by one suspect “Three 
more individuals have bean 
identified." One lead had 
come from Greenwich Bor¬ 
ough CoundL 

Sir Montague Levine, the 
coroner, agreed that the in¬ 
quest at Southwark should be 
adjourned to a date to be fixed 
rather than jeopardise a pos¬ 
sible criminal trial. 

About £500 people have 
been interviewed in the mur¬ 
der investigation, which has 
involved 1.000 lines of 
enquiry. 


MORE than 2,000 readers 
tried to guess which rock 
albums had been ranked as 
the best 10 of ail time by a 
Tunes panel of experts. 

The winner will be an¬ 
nounced in tomorrows paper, 
but it can be disclosed that 
only a handful of entries 
shved the judges’ opinion 
that The Beach Boys' 1966 Pet 
Sounds deserved the crown. 
Many- more preferred The 
Beaties’ Sergeant Pepper's 
Lonely Hearts Club Band, the 
judges' second choice. 

Not surprisingly, there was 
little consensus among so 
many entries. The difficulty of 
divining the panel's 10 favour¬ 
ite records, let alone ranking 
them in foe correct order, was 
underlined when David Sin¬ 
clair, rock critic of The Times 
and part of the panel, dis¬ 
agreed with the final run¬ 
down. He particularly 
objected to the high placing of 
Sgt Pepper, “a knee-jerk vote". 

Most readers disagreed 
and, knee-jerk or not. Sgt 
Pepper featured more often 
than any other album in the 
entries. Other Beatles hits, as 
well as albums by Bob Dylan. 


Jimi Hendrix. Van Morrison 
and The Beach Boys, ap¬ 
peared regularly on competi¬ 
tors’ lists. The Rolling Stones. 
Meatloaf, Simon & Garfunkd 
and Mike Oldfield's Tubular 
Bells also appeared frequently 
in readers’Top 10s, though not 
the judges*. - 

There were rare sightings of * 
Black Sabbath, Deep Purple 
and T. Rex. and although the 
competition organisers had 
warned that there were no 
albums by Dire Straits, Sim¬ 
ply Red, Phil Collins or Gene¬ 
sis among their favourite 
hundred records, this did not 
deter some readers from in¬ 
cluding these bands* in their 
Top 10. A Belfast entry voted 
for the soundtrack of 77ie 
Sound Of Music. 

The most exoticaily 
postmarked entry was from 
Oman, sent in by George de 
Albuquerque, manager of 
Inchcape Shipping Services in 
the Sultanate (a Sgt Pepper- 
man). if 

The winner will receive 
copies of the 100 Best Albums 
Of All Time listed over the 
past month in The Times 
Magazine. 


Thames comes clean to help salmon reach a record year 


By Michael Hornsby 

COUNTRYSIDE CORRESPONDENT 

SALMON have returned to foe 
Thames in record numbers this 
year, helped by less polluted water 
and fish passes built into many of 
foe wens that span the river. 

The National Rivers Authority 
(NRA) said yesterday that it had 
counted 33S adult salmon running 
upstream to spawn in the freshwa¬ 
ter upper reaches. The previous 
record was set in 1988. when 323 
were counted. The run lasts from 
early June to December. Salmon 


began appearing again in the 
Thames in the early 1970s after an 
absence of 150 years. By 1979, water 
qualify in the tideway was good 
enough to enable the fish to migrate 
through the Pool of London. 

The fish, which spend up to three 
years at sea before coming home, 
have been aided in recent years by a 
series of weir passes, consisting of 
shallow, sloping channels fitted 
with baffles that slow die speed of 
the water. Without them, most 
weirs would be impassable. 

The Thames Salmon Trust chari¬ 
ty was set up seven years ago to find 


commercial sponsorship for the 
installation of 22 passes, of which 14 
are now m place. Three were 
opened this year, at Sonning in 
Oxfordshire. Boveuey in Bucking¬ 
hamshire, and Old Windsor and 
Hurley in Berkshire. 

The encouraging news from the 
Thames is maned by a dispute 
between the agriculture ministry 
and wildlife bodies over a derision 
to allow the culling of goosanders 
and cormorants on the Wye on the 
Welsh border to protect salmon 
stocks. Anglers blame the birds, 
which prey on young salmon as 


well as other fish, for dwindling 
catches. Last season's catch of 2,000 
salmon was the lowest recorded on 
the river. In 1982, the catch reached 
a peak of 6.000 and averaged 3500 
a year throughout the 1980s. 

The agriculture ministry has 
granted a licence to 14 people to 
shoot 42 goosanders and 84 cormo¬ 
rants between the beginning of 
February and the end of April next 
year on a stretch of the Wye either 
side of Hereford. This was against 
the advice of the NRA and the 
Royal Society for the Protection of 
Birds (RSPB). Stephanie Tyler, tbe 


RSPB’s conservation officer in 
Newtown. Powys, said: “We do not 
think the ministry has m any way 
met its legal obligation to show that 
the birds are causing serious dam¬ 
age to fish stocks. A cull of 42 
goosanders is very high when there 
are only 200 breeding pains in the 
whole of Wales." 

Warwick Ayton. the NRA's re¬ 
gional fisheries officer for Wales, 
said- "We cannot seen any justifica¬ 
tion for the cu(L Salmon catches are 
influenced by many factors, such as 
temperature changes in the North 
Atlantic and add rain pollution.” 
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Bosnian capit al heavily shelled on eve of Christmas ceasefire 

Milosevic waits for election victory 

From Tim Judah in Belgrade and Joel Brand in Sarajevo 

SERBIA'S ruling Socialist Party inched Bosnian capital yesterday after a trans- The shaip increase in shelling suggests, 
murarric piprfimf victory vesterday but port plane was hit by raachinegun fire however, that this ceasefire, Hte dozens 
with S9 per cent of^TOoounted, it on Monday. It is understood foal flights of others, will quickly be ignored, 
had still not achieved a majority in the will be resumed today. The attack was Only the Catholic Croats celebrate 
Ten parliament- Party sources were launched from the Serb-held suburb of Christmas in December. The Orthodox 
rSSXSs confident that they would Qidza_ The aircraft suffered no simifi- Serbs mark Christmas in early January, 
have that majority when counting in last cant damage and was able to land. The majority Musfira population does 
Sunday's election is completed. unjrari and return © Zagreb. not observeithe festival. 

An economist yesterday predicted The emergency airlm has been a As the Bosnian Army and Serbs 
thflttnSSm fnr December would be pillar in Sarajevo’s survival. Land battled on 2uc hill and Mount Trebevic, 
r L L This estimate, by convoys, while able lo deliver fer greater the UN Children’s Fund published its 
MkvmSr ukcicof Belgrade University, quantities of food and medicine, are annual report on the sate of the world's 
undSie^he urgenCTwith which the often delayed, harassed or turned bade children. Sarajevo officials believe 1,500 
np^mvrnimemwllneed to tackle the by rebel Serbs and Croats. children have been killed and 12,000 

SSfSlr thathas overtaken Sniping in the centre of the capital fell wounded smee the siege began. 

S^St^Sme^ecoramists have off yesterday after days of intense □ Tokyo: Japan.pterday recognised 
iSltSSSSt inSTtianSdeSuation shooting, bur shelling of several sub- the framer Yugoslav republic of Mac- 
5rtSS»^i2vmeanfoedfcappear- urbs increased dramatically as peace edoma, which teetered its independence 

talks reopened in Geneva. All three Iasit Separate. the Foreign Ministry 
armies in Bosnia have agreed » a saidhere.^ 

the Christmas truce, organised by the UN, ---—:--- 

inSSatitff aSS © the to start in the early hours of tomorrow. Owen interview, page I 


The shaip increase in shelling suggests, 
however, that this ceasefire, like dozens 
of others, wiD quickly be ignored. 

Only the Catholic Croats celebrate 
Christinas in December. The Orthodox 
Serbs mark Christmas in early January. 
The majority Muslim population does 
not observe the festival. 

As the Bosnian Army and Serbs 
bathed m Zuc bill and Mount Trebevic, 
the UN Children’s Find published its 
annual report on the sate of the world's 
children. Sarajevo officials believe 1,500 
children have been killed and 12,000 
wounded since the siege began. 

□ Tokyo: Japan yesterday recognised 
the former Yugoslav republic of Mac¬ 
edonia, which declared its independence 
last September, the Foreign Ministry 
said here. (AFP) 

Owen interview, page 1 
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Transatlantic rifts on Bosnia and Ireland mark decline in ties since Reagan-Thatcher zenith 


Special relationship 
struggles to bridge 

the generation gap 

_ MjVKnN FLE TCHER in WASHINGTON AND MICHAEL BlNYON. DIPLOMATIC EDITOR 

rue a _i 


I THE Anglo-American “spe¬ 
cial ^relationship" is “in tat- 
ters . according to 77ie 
Washington Times. That was 
unquestionably an exaggera- 
ton. but just how damaged 
relations were by the Conser¬ 
vatives’ help fo r President 
Bush m last years presiden¬ 
tial campaign has been noto¬ 
riously hard 10 fathom. 

It is in neither side's interest 
publicly to expose the strains. 
John Major is not eager to 
dwell on the fact that his party 
aides actively worked to pre¬ 
vent President Clinton win¬ 
ning office. Mr Clinton, 
whose weakest suit has been 
his conduct of foreign policy, 
does not want to appear at 
odds with America's closest 
ally. Officials on both sides 
have therefore retreated be¬ 
hind a bland public insistence 
that all is rosy, which is also 
an exaggeration. 

The sweep of Anglo-Ameri¬ 
can relations is vast, and the 
potential for disagreement 
constant. Generally, quarrels 
are isolated from the overall 
state of relations: even at the 
zenith of relations during the 
Thatcher-Reagan years, there 


were sharp disagreements on 
rivil aviation, American legis¬ 
lation on multinationals, the 
European gas pipeline from 
Russia and America's inva¬ 
sion of Grenada. 

General relations between 
London and Washington are 
not as warm as they were a 
decade ago. Analysts attribute 
the cooling to the change of 
generations in the White 
House, the lack of experience 
in the incoming Clinton Ad¬ 
ministration, the suspicion 
and knag memories of middle- 
level officials who worked for 
the Clinton campaign, and a 
general refusal in Washing¬ 
ton to focus on foreign affairs. 

The Admimstratiars rela¬ 
tions with Britain are certain¬ 
ly no worse than those with 
the rest of Europe, buz there 
remain a number of potential 
irritants. The main ones are: 
□ Bosnia: This is still the 
most fraught foreign polity 
issue, with considerable po¬ 
tential for disagreement 
However, differences are less 
acute than a year ago, when 
America was urging Euro¬ 
pean acceptance of Mr Clin¬ 
ton's proposals to lift the arms 


Sir Richard Hannay was publicly rebuked by 
Madeleine Albright over Bosnia at the UN 


embargo on the Muslims and 
inflict air strikes on the Serbs. 
The American imbroglios in 
Somalia and Haiti have radi¬ 
cally changed Opinion in Con¬ 
gress and in the cbimtiy. and 
the Administration would 
have no support now for 
military intervention. How- 
ever, this does not reduce 
resentment in Washington at 
the earlier lack of European 
backing. Madeleine Albright, 
the American ambassador to 
the United Nations, recently 
chastised Sir David Hannay. 
her British counterpart, for 
not supporting a US declama¬ 
tion on Bosnia in the Security 
Council. 

□ Ireland: There was open 
alarm in Britain at Mr elm- 
ton’s campaign proposals to 

S I a peace mediator for 
l, and the Government 
made very plain its dislike of 
such an idea. The Clinton 
Administration has, at some 
expense to its own credibility 
with Irish groups, quietly 
shelved the matter. Ireland is 
seen as a touchstone of rela¬ 
tions. “You can be sure that if 
you start to hear talk of 
reviving a US peace mission, 
then overall relations with 
Britain are in trouble," an 
American source said. 
□Thorp:-There is growing 
opposition in Congress, par¬ 
ticularly among the Demo¬ 
crats. to Britain’s nuclear 
reprocessing plant at Wind- 
scale because of worries over 
the production of plutonium 
and die dangers of its theft 
and possible use in the mak¬ 
ing of nuclear weapons. 

□ Nuclear testing: Mr Clin¬ 
ton extended the moratorium 
on US and British nudear 
testing in Nevada despite 
London's arguments. 

□ Trade Mr Clinton has 
consistently focused on do¬ 
mestic rather than foreign 
policy, and his determination 


Baroness Thatcher and Ronald Reagan enjoying good relations in 1988 


to fight harder for America’s 
economic interests abroad in 
the post-Cold War era has 
causal rifts with Europe. 

□ Civil aviation: The quarrel 
between Britain and America 
over landing rights and Brit¬ 
ish stakes m American air¬ 
times is more acute than for 
maqy years, and American 
sources said they feared an 
air war this craning spring. 

□ United Nations: Personal 
relations between Sir David 


Hannay and Mrs Albright 
are poor, and co-operation 
between Britain and the US in 
foe Security Council has con¬ 
sequently suffered. 

□ Nato: Washington .was 
alarmed by European sup¬ 
port for extending Nato mem¬ 
bership to Eastern Europe, 
though this was not support- 
edby Britain. 

On tiie positive ride. 
London and Washington 
have worked dosdy on the 


formulation of Western pdky 
towards Russia, the future of 
Nato and ways of completing 
the Uruguay Round of GatL 
One American diplomat re¬ 
marked: “On almost all is¬ 
sues. Britain and the US are 
on the same side of the table. 
You cannot say that for other 
important allies such as 
France, Germany or Japan." 

Summit plans, page 1 
Leading article, page 13 


Old pals’ act 
gives way to 
cooler realism 


WHEN John Major and Bill 
Clinton met last Februaiy at 
the White House for their 
first, and so far only. lengthy 
discussion, they afterwards 
highlighted each other's poli¬ 
tical skills when talking to 
advisers. 

Mr Major described the 
President, admiringly, as a 
"real politician" while Mr 
Clinton was impressed by the 
astuteness of the Prime Min¬ 
ister’s answers on Northern 
Ireland. They have met again 
once; briefly at the Tokyo 
summit in July, and they talk 
regularly on the telephone. 
They get on well at a working 
level and this is underpinned 
by good daytoday relations 
between their diplomats. 

But there is none of the 
ostentatious closeness of their 
predecessors. It is not a "Ron 
and Margaret" relationship. 
That is only partly due to the 
fingering resentment of some 
White House staff at the 
d tansy role of two officials of 
Conservative Central Office 
in advising the Bush cam¬ 
paign. More important has 
been a divergence of interests 
between the two countries. 

Interest, not emotion or 
personal relations, has al¬ 
ways been the key. Common 
threats accounted for the 
original dose ties in the 1940s 
and for the subsequent anti- 
Soviet allian ce. Similaiiy, no 
amount of personal friend¬ 
ship has mattered when in¬ 
terests have differed, as 
during the Suez crisis of 1956. 
The wartime correspondence 
between ChurchiH and Roo¬ 
sevelt shows Increasing 
strains over strategy from 
1943 onwards. Even Baroness 
Thatcher had her wobbly 
moments with President 
Reagan over his more utopi¬ 
an ideas for nudear dis¬ 
armament The Cold War 
bound the two countries’ 
leaders together. 

That has changed. Mr 
Clinton and his advisers are 
of a younger generation. For 


aJJ the many Rhodes scholars 
in foe Administration, their 
time at Oxford made them 
critical of Britain's weakness¬ 
es rather than sen timenta l 
abom its traditions, and more 
interested in the Opinions of 
Bonn than London 

But the collapse of die 
Soviet empire has made 
many Americans question 
their involvement in Europe. 
Warren Christopher, foe Sec¬ 
retary of State, has talked of 
shifting the focus away from 
Europe. The Clinton Admin¬ 
istration has been em¬ 
phasising links across the 
Pacific, notably at the Seattle 
summit last month, and with 
Latin America. 

The Americans dislike 
being treated by the Europe¬ 
ans as an insurance policy, to 
be ignored when times are 


good and only valued when 
there is a threat Nonetheless. 
Nato, rather than the West¬ 
ern European Union, re¬ 
mains the only viable security 
body. But its role, and rela¬ 
tions with Eastern European 
countries, remains in flux, as 
will be discussed at the beads 
of government summit in 
Brussels next month. This 
will be Mr Clinton's first visit 
to Europe as President 

These changes have under¬ 
mined the previous shared 
assumptions of the Atlantic 
alliance. The balance has 
shifted from defence and 
security matters to trade and 
economic issues, where 
broader European differ¬ 
ences with America matter 
more than particular British 
ties. 

The British-American rela¬ 
tionship should remain 
friendly, but more distant 
than in the past whoever the 
respective leaders are. 

Peter Riddell 


eusin oiames rigm-wing gains 
on Russia’s disaffected poor 


From Anne McElvoy 
IN MOSCOW 

PRESIDENT Yeltsin yester¬ 
day broke his silence on the 
eclipsing of Russia’s demo¬ 
crats in the parliamentary 
elections ten days ago and said 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky, the ex¬ 
tremist leader of the liberal 
, Democratic Party, had profit- 
1 ed from a protest vote from foe 
country’s poor rather than a 
swing towards neo-Fascism. 

Dining his first public ap¬ 
pearance since foe vote at foe 
opening of an architectural 
exhibition. Mr Yeltsin spoke of 
the need for more housing for 
low earners in Moscow and 
added: “Do not forget the 
poor. There are quite a lot of 
them in the country." 

Mr Yeltsin played down the 
ideological significance of foe 
strong support for Mr Zhiri¬ 
novsky's party nationwide, 
saying: "It is not a vote for the 
leader of this party, nor for its 
programme ’' The Russian 
leader is due to make a 
statement today on his re¬ 
sponse to the election results. 

Yesterday’s comments show 
that he has decided to pursue 
the interpretation of foe far 
right’s success as a cry of pain 
over economic hardships rath¬ 
er than an egression of latent 
Russian nationalism. It also 
demonstrates his estrange¬ 
ment from some radical demo¬ 
crats. particularly Yegor 


■ The Russian dection is about to take its 
toll on the Yeltsin Administration. A number 
of Cabinet ministers and presidential 
advisers are poised to lose their jobs 


Gaidar, the Deputy Prime 
Minister for Economic Re¬ 
form and leader erf foe Rus¬ 
sia’s Choice reform blot Mr 
Gaidar and Anatoli Chubais, 
foe Privatisation Minister, 
called at the weekend for an 
anti-Fascist front and a ban on 
“serious changes in the presi¬ 
dential apparatus, state tele¬ 
vision. the Security Ministry 
and law enforcement bodies”. 

If Mr Yeltsin throws his 
weight behind the theory that 


Mr Zhirinovsky's success is a 
protest vote, he is also obliged 
to take notice of the message 
and act upon it It seems likely 
that a substantial reshuffle of 
foe cabinet and presidential 
advisers, as well as a change 
of pace and emphasis m 
economic policy, will ensue. 

The fate erf Mr Gaidar, Mr 
Chubais and Boris Fyodorov, 
foe Finance Minister, three of 
the most high profile and ener¬ 
getic reformers associated 


Vladimir Zhirinovsky leaving Ms party headquarters 
in Moscow yesterday before flying to Austria 


with the policy of rouble stabi¬ 
lisation, backed by foe Inter¬ 
national Monetary Fund, will 
give an indication of foe future 
direction of government The 
policy, which has gradually 
brought the rouble closer to 
full convertibility, has been 
undermined by rouble prices 
continuing to rise despite the 
good performance of the cur¬ 
rency against the dollar. 

Mr Yeltsin’s comments 
about the poor are a tacit ad¬ 
mission that the attempt to 
impose rapid restructuring on 
the moribund economy was 
too heavy a burden for many 
people. All the signs are that 
he will search for a mare mod¬ 
erate path, navigated by Vik¬ 
tor Chernomyrdin, the cau¬ 
tious Prime Minister. Even 
Mr Gaidar has shifted his 
priority from controlling infla¬ 
tion to boosting production. 

□ End of KGB: Mr Yeltsin 
abruptly abolished foe former 
KGB security police yester¬ 
day, saying foe huge farce that 
Russians had feared for de¬ 
cades was “incapable of being 
reformed”. He issued a decree 
saying-the Security Ministry 
would be replaced by a federal 
counter-intelligence service to 
be headed by VDctor Golush¬ 
ko, the Security Minister. 

He said the security forces 
were stowing down reforms 
and previous attempts at reor¬ 
ganisation had been mainly 
cosmetic. (Reuter) 
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Pressure on right wing increases as apartheid parliament prepares to vote itselfoutofgggjg— 


Afrikaners accuse 


• . V. -- .... it 






over white state 


From Michael Hamlyn in Johannesburg 


FOUR months of secret talks 
between the white right¬ 
wingers of the Afrikaner 
Volks front and the African 
National Congress ended yes¬ 
terday in anti-climax as nei¬ 
ther would sign a vital deal to 
continue negotiations. 

General Constand Vfljoen, 
the leader of the Volksfront, 
declared: “We feel betrayed." 
He blamed people in die 
government and the ANC 
“who seem to be ganging up 
against us". The general add¬ 
ed: “The government and the 
ANC may have dashed the 
last opportunity of finding a 
peaceful settlement" An 
agreement would have al¬ 
lowed talks to continue “to 
address" the Volksfronfs de¬ 
mand for an Afrikaner home¬ 
land. a volkstaat. 

An accord would also have 
established a joint working 
group to examine the econom¬ 
ic viability of a volkstaat, and 
tried to find a logical way to 
deal with the civil rights of 
Afrikaners outside the region 
and blacks within it. 

The ANC hopes to reduce to 
absurdity tbe notion of a 
volkstaat which, in the words 
of the proposed agreement. 


would reject "racism and 
failed apartheid policies". 

General Vfljoen’s statement 
indicated that he believed his 
movement had been taken for 
a ride by the ANC. Nelson 
Mandela, the ANC president, 
sent him a letter endorsing 
the agreement before flying 
off for his Christmas holiday. 
The talks, led on the ANCs 
side by Jacob Zuma, the 
Deputy Secretary^GeneraJ, 
were part of what has become 
a highly pressured negotia¬ 
tions gavotte. As a series of 
deadlines for agreement come 
and go, negotiators take two 
steps forward and one back 

Tripartite talks continued 
in Cape Town between the 
government, the ANC and the 
Freedom Alliance, in which 
the Volksfront is in coalition 
with the black conservative 
leaders of KwaZulu, Bophu- 
thatswana and CiskeL The 
negotiations had broken 
down overnight as tbe ANC 
tried to extract statements 
from alliance leaders commit¬ 
ting than to accept the new 
constitution and fight elec¬ 
tions scheduled for April 27. 

The alliance will only com¬ 
mit itself to recommend these 


hems to its leaders, provided 
a satisfactory outcome is 
achieved in the negotiations. 

The last apartheid parlia¬ 
ment is expected to vote itself 
out of existence today as it 
approves the interim constitu¬ 
tion paving the way for the 
vote. But if tbe talks, which 
were continuing .late last 
night, foiled to produce a 
compr o mise that can be put 
before the “sunset parlia¬ 
ment” today, MFs may have 
to be recalled next year to 
amend the constitution. Any 
slippage could put the election 
timetable in jeopardy. 

While the ANC and the 
government are trying to use 
the parliamentary timetable 
as a way of putting pressure 
on the alliance, none of its 
leaders appears in the least 
bit bothered, and indeed hope 
the schedule will be set bade. 

It is also likely that the 
government and the ANC are 
hying to drive a wedge be¬ 
tween alliance members, who 
have little in common, save a 
vague commitment to “self- 
determination" and an under¬ 
standing that they have more 
strength if they negotiate as a 
body. 



Constand Vfljoen, the Afrikaner Volksfront Lead£r,andJaebbZuraa,(rftheANC explaining in Johannesburg why no accord was signed yesterday 


Coloureds awakening to 





df pbwer in Western Cape 





From R W. Johnson in cape town 


SUPPORT for the African 
National Congress is trailing 
badly behind that for Presi¬ 
dent de Klerk’s .National 
Party in the crucial Western 
Cape region around Cape 
Town, according to a striking 
poll conducted for tbe non¬ 
partisan Institute for Multi- 
Party Democracy; 35.5 per 
cent of all those |poUed would 
vote for the Nationalists and 
only 283 per cent for the 
ANC/South African Com¬ 
munist Party ticket Other 
parties attract a far smaller 
&are of the vote. 

With the ANC taking 77.1 
per cent of the blade vote, 
although only 3.1 per cent of 


white support the crux lies 
with the Coloured commun¬ 
ity. which mak es up more 
than half the area’s popula¬ 
tion. Among Coloureds, the 
Nationalists, with 453 per 
cent support are well ahead 
of the ANCs 173 per cent 
Coloureds are dearly drawn 
to the Nationalists by the Law 
and order issue, and they are 
frightenedby the ANC—28.1 
per cent of them say they 
would be “most afraid” of the 
ANC if it lmfew how they 
voted next April, and 193 per 
cent of them say they would 
be afraid to criticise tbe new 
(presumably ANC led) gov¬ 
ernment 



mEGHO^ 



lyoore.strikmg are the 
}' 6 n violence; 
Asked ff 
[group controlled 
tbentfaireat ' discouraged 
support; 'for other parties; 
more tfrani40rJJer cent of 
Col 
blacks 


Coloureds accusing the Na¬ 


tionalists. Furthermore, all 

- groupsthought ■ it wrong 
Y (blaife % dnty 53 per cent to 

30 but ColotHeds by 70 per 
cent to 11 ) that other parties 
were not aHowed . to seek 

- support in such areas. 

The dfffcrmceS between 
tbe communities are illumi¬ 
nated by another 'question 

- asking" ; to whom people 
would look for protection if 
violence started. Coloureds 
and'Asians wereOwen more 
prone than whites to look to 
the police (more whites said 
4fet they could.leOk only to 
.themselves to protect their 

’percent 
the 

Quite viable within the 


and the same is doubt- 
; true across the country, is 
a gathering mood of uhuru 
(freedom). Thus, for the past 
three years, perils have consis¬ 
tently shown that blacks feel 
they are becoming worse oft 
Now, however, blacks hold 
such high expetrions of the 
good things an election is 
supposed to bring, and are 
feeling such expectant excite¬ 
ment about the approach of 
elections, that they are begin¬ 
ning to revise their assess¬ 
ment upward. 

A majority of every racial 
group expects race relations 
to get better after an election 
— an encouraging finding, 
partly offset by the feet that a 
large majority of every group 


also expects many white&and 
considerable numbers 
Asians and Coloureds 
leave the country in the wake 
of an election. Even quite a 
few blacks say they will leave 
die country. 

The new poQ will undoubt¬ 
edly give fresh impetus to 
those who would like to see a 
larger measure of home rule 
for the Weston Cape, and it 
could well trigger a property 
boom here as whites gravi¬ 
tate to the one securely anti- 
ANC region- But while 
whites already strongly fa¬ 
vour a federal solution for tbe 
region. Coloureds are only 
slowly .awakening to their 
new status as the potential 
ruling group in the area. 


After 62 years, 
Mr Morris 
thought 


he’d seen 


everything. 


Like most people in, or approaching 
retirement, Mr Morris thought he’d 
pretty much seen it alL 

Until his last home insurance bill arrived. 

It wasn't just the increase in premiums that 
persuaded Mr Morris to consider a change, 
(though that was galling enough). 

More, h was the thought of paying for 
the claims of other policyholders who 
weren't as careful with their possessions 
and property. 

Luckily, Mr Morris had time on his side. 

Because like everyone aged 55 or over, 

Mr Morris could apply for one of the most 
superior home insurance services available. 

SAGA Homecare. 

Reserved exclusively for people over 55, 
SAGA Homecare offers a wide range of 
services carefully selected to meet your 
needs - at a low, low cost 

If that sounds like something you’d like to 
see and hear more about, call us now. free. 

Mr Morris did. 


SAGA 


Services Ltd 

Only from SAGA. Only for you 


S»£> Sen icn Ltd, Middelbure Squ»M. 
Folkestone CT2I.UZ 



0800 414 525 


Ext 535 

for further details...vour free 
quotation...and free pen 


Monday - Friday Ha to 6po 
Satundija 9am to lpo> 
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roraponie* tn enable than to de wo. 


Greece revives the || ——" | " 1 " 1 


European F-word 


From George Brock 

IN BRUSSELS 


ONLY weeks after the Maas' 
tricht treaty came into force, 
the Greek government yester¬ 
day launched its plans for its 
turn at the helm of the 
European Union by suggest¬ 
ing float work on a real federal 
constitution for Europe should 
start in the next few months. 

Andreas Papandreou’s new¬ 
ly elected Socialist govern¬ 
ment takes the presidency of 
the EU for the first six months 
of nexi year under the system 
of rotation between each state. 
Theodore Pangalas, the Depu¬ 
ty Fbreign Minister, yesterday 
suggested that a committee of 
"personalities possessing poli¬ 
tical and scientific qualities" 
spend the first few months of 
next year designing a truly 
federal structure with a cen¬ 
tral government responsible to 
the European Parliament and 
national ministers reduced to 
acting as a senate. 

Mr Pangalos, who takes 
over as chairman of the EU’s 
Foreign Affairs Council on 
January 1. compared his sug¬ 
gestion, which has also been 
floated by MEPs and by the 
French government, to a com¬ 
mittee of wise men which laid 
tfie foundations for key treaty 
changes in the 1986 Single 
European Act That sequence 
of events seems unlikely to be 
repeated in this decade. EU 
governments are still recover¬ 
ing from the struggles to have 

Maastricht ratified, to digest 
its changes and to try concen¬ 
trating on improving Europe's 
performance on jobs and 
growth. A German official 


■ Athens assumes the presidency of the 
European Union next month. The Greek 
government is already at odds with its 13 
partners, especially over Macedonia 


Corruption 
enquiiy 
calls Bossi 


made it clear that he thought 
an independent committee 
unecessaxy. *T don’t think it'll 
happen,” a British official 
said. Mr Pangalos admitted 
that he had no idea whether 
his plan would gather the 
unanimous support it would 
need to go ahead. 

Greece's main task will be to 
cry to finish the complex and 
hard-fought talks between live 
Union and the Austrian, 
Swedish, Finnish and Norwe¬ 
gian governments negotiating 
to join in 1995. EU foreign 
ministers tried to tie dawn a 
number of agreements yester- 



Pangalos: looking for 
committee of wise men 


day but made less headway 
than they had hoped to, and 
officials admit that there is no 
chance of meeting the dead¬ 
line of March I for the comple¬ 
tion of talks. Rapid enlarge¬ 
ment of the EU is backed 
enthusiastically by Britain 
and Germany but viewed with 
particular suspicion by Spain 
and France. Even the relative¬ 
ly simple formality of asking 
the four applicants to agree 
the Maastricht terms for mon¬ 
etary union was disrupted 
yesterday by a sudden request 
from Strain for wholesale re¬ 
negotiation of the treaty’s sin¬ 
gle currency clauses. “It’S 
almost unbelievable," mut¬ 
tered a bewildered and frus¬ 
trated EU official. 

Greece's differences with its 
II partners over the Balkans, 
particularly Macedonia, have 
led to blazing rows before the 
Greek presidency has started. 
Despite strenuous protests 
from Athens, six EU states 
have sent ambassadors to 
Macedonia, abandoning at¬ 
tempts to find a common 
Union policy on what to call 
the fledgeling state. 

Greece has complained that 
the name of the former Yugo¬ 
slav republic implies a claim 
over its northern province of 
Macedonia. 


Rome; Tfre political future of 
Umberto Bossi. the Lombardy 
league Leader, was thrcrfoL 
into question yesterday aft® 
he was formally placed under 
investigation on suspicion of 
soliciting illegal contributions 
for his devoltitionist move¬ 
ment (John Phillips writes). 

Signor Bossi, 51, was ques¬ 
tional by Judge Antonio Di 
Pietro, who is heading the 
country’s anti-corruption in¬ 
vestigation. Signor Bossi is 
suspected of encouraging the 
Montedison chemical com¬ 
pany to provide a ZOO million 
lire (£80.000) donation that 
Alessandro Patelli, the urn:* 
brella Northern League’s for¬ 
mer treasurer, admitted 
accepting. 

Judicial sources said investi¬ 
gators suspect that the 
Montedison payment was the 
tip of an iceberg. 





Leader chosen 


Qin." 


Budapest: Hungary’s parlia¬ 
ment elected Peter Boross, 65. 
the Interior Minister, as Prime 
Minister, succeeding the late 
Jozsef AntalL Dr Boross wants 
to continue An tab’s policy of 
building the country into a 
market democracy. (Reuter) 



Korea changes^ 

Smnl 1 __ t/:_ v___ 


Seoul: President Kim Young 
Sam has replaced more than 

hzjlf hie C'n L:_1_, _ 


i. li t- rc p ,acea more man 
naif his Cabinet: A spokesman 
said the move was designed to 
imDrove Crnifh 


Leading artide. page 13 
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EC peak beckons for Brittan 


ui uaue out me 
Opposition said it reinforced 
presidential power. (AFP) 
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From James Landale 
in Brussels 


THE European Commission appointed two 
vice-presidents yesterday after weeks of squab¬ 
bling between Jacques Odors’ lieutenants. Sir 
Leon Brittan. the commissioner with the 
highest profile since the successful conclusion 
of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, 
was not chosen, prompting further speculation 
that he intends to campaign for the Commis¬ 
sion presidency when M Deters steps down at 
the end of next year. 

Sir Lean has been at pains to remain outside 
the potentially damaging fray throughout the 
Gatt negotiations. The Commission has had no 
vice-presidents since November I when tfte 


Maastricht treaty came into force and cut the 
numtter of commissioners at vice-president 
level from six to two. Bitter political fightina 
ensued within the executive body of the 
European Community. 

Manuel Marin, the Spanish Commissioner 
for Cooperation and Development, and 
Henning Oinstqphersen. the Danish Econom¬ 
ic Affairs Commissioner, have been aooointM 
securing £11.773 salary 
broadly ceremonial posts. With basic tax-fri* 
annual salaras of £134264. most commission¬ 
ers do not need to worry about such a rise, but 
the status Of those who sit next to M Delors is 
highly valued. The importance put on the 
positions is also an indication that M Deter? 
intends to stay on for the full period of office 


Frozen assets 

Vancouver: Police in Vancou- 
ver and Hong Kong seized 
million in assets and is¬ 
sued a warrant for the arrest 
R ng. known as 
“Jf Ice Queen" in the drugs 

rr ~^r ^ere amphetamine is 
called ice". (AP) 0 
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Missing lynx 

®ubai: A hunter who shot 


,. 3 — ~ punier wno snm 

* u ‘L ra T e ty 11 * in the United 
Arab Emirates has agreed to 

trv tn __ ° __ 


Its . mai e to start a 
captive breeding programme. 
The htinrpi* UlUJ .uf_ 


v ,«.uuig programme. 

Jhe hunter killed the animal 
“cause it was preying on 
Boats. (Reuter) 
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Aides deny 
Clinton bid 

to kill off 

sex stories 

■ Claims are snowballing of rampant 
adultery by Bill Clinton. A US newspaper 
has published information on phone ca»s 
by him to one of his alleged partners 


OVERSEAS NEWS 9 - 


Trumps host cream of ‘Nescafe society’ 


From Martin Fletcher in Washington 


THE While House yesterday 
sought desperately to stifle the 
media’s rapidly growing inier- 
pt in Presidenr Clinton's al¬ 
legedly rampant adulterv 
when he was Governor of Ar¬ 
kansas, bur the story was 
fuelled by fresh evidence and 
an official admission that he 
had sought 10 prevent the 
allegations being published. 

The four stare troopers from 
Mr Clinton’s gubernatorial 
security team who made the 
allegations on Monday claim 
that they were intimidated, 
threatened and offered prom¬ 
ises of promotion bv him or 
his surrogates in return for 
their silence. 

The White House confirmed 
that over the past two months 
Mr Clinton telephoned vari¬ 
ous people in Arkansas, in¬ 
cluding members of his old 
security team, about the alle¬ 
gations. However, it firmly 
denied he was trying to silence 
the troopers through improp¬ 
er pressure or inducements. 

Officials said Mr Clinton 
had been informed by Buddy 
Young, the former head of his 
security squad, that the troop¬ 
ers were being offered “large 
sums of money” for stories 
about the President Mr Clin¬ 
ton had made the calls to find 
out “what was going on. 
whether these guys had gone 
through with it, whether there 
was money being offered, how 
much — the normal things 
that anyone would be interest¬ 
ed in finding out". 

The allegations in Mon¬ 
days conservative American 
Spectator magazine surfaced 
just as Mr Clinton had begun 
soaring in the polls. A Wash¬ 
ington Post survey yesterday 
gave him a near-record 58 per 
cent approval rating but 
White House hopes that the 
allegations would be dis¬ 
missed by the rest of the 
mainstream media were 
quickly dashed. 

The New York Times. The 
Wall Street Journal and CBS 
television largely ignored the 



Hillary Clinton: stories 
“politically motivated” 


story. However, the highly 
detailed and colourful tales of 
Mr dimon’s alleged affairs 
with numerous women and 
the First Couple's private rows 
and vulgarities were splashed 
across the front of the tabloids, 
repeated on ABC and NBC 
television, and warranted full- 
page coverage in The Wash¬ 
ington Post and Los Angeles 
Times. 

The latter’s coverage was 
the most damaging as the 
newspaper could not be dis¬ 
missed as a hostile publica¬ 
tion. It had also been 
investigating the troopers* al¬ 
legations. and had obtained 
affidavits from Larry Patter¬ 
son and Roger Perry, the two 
troopers who spoke cm the 
record, to buttress their 
charges. 

The Los Angeles Times arti¬ 
cle not only reiterated most of 
the allegations in the Ameri¬ 
can Spectator, but found some 
evidence to corroborate them. 
It reviewed partial records of 
telephone calls Mr Clinton 
made at the state's expense 
and found that between 1989 
and 1991 he made at least 59 
calls to one of his alleged 
partners, including 11 on a 
single day and a 94-minute 
cafi made at 1.23am from a 
Virginia hotel Challenged 
about those calls. Bernard 
Nussbaum, the White House 
counsel, replied that “this 
President calls lots of people” 
Apart from Gennifer Flow¬ 
ers. the nightclub singer, who 
damned during last years 
election campaign to have 
been Mr Clinton'S lover, the 
papers have not named the 
women with whom he alleged¬ 
ly had affairs. However, the 
Los Angeles Times did ap¬ 
proach four of them. One did 
not reply. Another initially 
denied knowing Mr Clinton, 
then admitted she did but 
denied any “improper rela¬ 
tionship". A third flatly denied 
any romantic involvement, 
adding: “ It is infuriating to me 
that someone is obviously 
being paid a lot of money to 
tell you a lie.” 

The White House press 
corps has not yet dared chall¬ 
enge Mr Clinton himself 
about the allegations. White 
House offidals have flatly 
rejected the charge that the 
President tried to silence die 
troopers, but have stopped 
short of an outright denial of 
the substance of their allega¬ 
tions. Dee Dee Myers, Mr 
Clinton's spokeswoman, yes¬ 
terday tried the new tack of 
insisting that the President 
“has said all he’s going to say 
about it". Hillary Clinton said 
that the stories were being 
spread for "political and finan¬ 
cial reasons". 

Clinton supporters are 
meanwhile pointing out that 
the troopers hope to write a 
book about their claims to 
have facilitated Mr Clinton’s 
sexual encounters. 

Hillary's denial, page 1 



Donald Trump and Marla Maples posing yesterday after marrying in New York. They had a baby two months ago 


FROM James Bone 

in NEW YORK 

BILLED as New York's “roy¬ 
al wedding". Donald Trump, 
die property tycoon, married 
his tong-time mistress, Maria 
Maples, at a glitzy ceremony 
in a hotel ballroom that 
would have made any self- 
respecting member of the 
House of Windsor beat a 
hasty retreat to the country. 

The UOG guests at Mr 
Tramp’s Plaza Hotel on 
Monday night included the 
cream of what The New York 
Times described, in the words 
of Noel Coward, as “Nescafe 
society". 

Among those present were 
Adnan Khashoggi. the Saudi 
wheeler-dealer, who once 
claimed to be the "richest 
man in the world”; Christie 
Hefner, the ed itor of Playboy. 
Sirio Macaoru. the owner of 
the Upper East Side watering 
hole, Le Cirque lan Schrager, 
the former Studio 54 boss: 
and Bianca Jagger. 

Robin Leach. British host 
of the American television 
show Lifestyles of the Rich 
and Famous and one of the 
heavy contingent from the 
media’s lower reaches, 
summed up the prev ailing 
hyperbole. “This is the equiv¬ 
alent of Westminister Abbey 
tonight." he said. “ It*s Charles 
and Diana all over again.” 
He added thoughtfully: “You 
know what happened with 
that." 

David Dinkins. New 
York’s outgoing mayor, 
called the event “Terrific. A 
number one. Top drawer." 
But most of the A-list invitees 
foiled to turn up. Absent were 
Hollywood stars Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, Liza Mjjj- 
elli. Wesley Snipes and Whit¬ 
ney Houston as well as 
leading politicians such as 
Mario Cuomo, the Governor 
of New York state, and Rudy 
Giuliani New York’s mayor- 
elect. "It’s just what 1 was 
afraid o£” complained How¬ 
ard Stern, the iconoclastic 
radio talk-show host *Tm the 
biggest name here 1 don’t see 
any big stars." 

Fbr those wanting to buy 
presents, the newly-weds reg¬ 
istered their wish-lists with 
three of the world's most 
expensive jewellers — Tiffa¬ 
ny’s, Asprey and Cartier. 

Mr Stern said he had 
discovered that friends bad 
six months to buy a present. 
“TheyTl probably be divorced 
by then, so ITn not rushing to 
get them a gift." he quipped. 




Canberra 
restores 
Aboriginal 
land rights 

Canberra: Aborigines rejoiced 
yesterday as the Senate re¬ 
stored name land rights that 
they had lost when whites 
colonised Australia more than 
two centuries ago. 

After a marathon parlia¬ 
mentary debate that began 
last Friday, the breakthrough 
came when two West Austra¬ 
lian Greens, who hold the 
balance of power in the Sen¬ 
ate. said they would support 
the Bill. The lower House of 
Representatives, where the 
government holds a majority, 
is scheduled to approve the 
Bill this morning. 

Paul Keating, the Prime 
Minister, who has fought 
hard for the Bill, was jubilant 
He said: "This has been the 
longest continuing problem 
that Australia has faced for 
200 years, recognising that 
indigenous people, that native 
people, had the right to their 
own soi\."(AP) 

President well 

Paris: President Mitterrand's 
plans to see out his term until 
it expires in 1995 were given a 
boost after his doctor said that 
the French leader’s prostate 
cancer remained stabilised 
more than a year after 
surgery. (AP) 

Forces disarm 

Maputo: More than 10.000 
Mozambican soldiers and for¬ 
mer rebels have arrived at 
UN-supervised bases to be de¬ 
mobilised. peacekeepers said. 
Their assembly under a 1992 
peace pact has speeded 
up. (Reuter) 

Market fizzles 

Tokyo: Merchants have been 
ordered to remove more than 
35,000 vending machines clut¬ 
tering up Tokyo streets. The 
local Coca-Cola bottler esti¬ 
mated that the police order 
would cost it more than six 
billion yen (£37 million). (AP) 

4,000 under par 

Taipei: About 4,000 Taiwan¬ 
ese in foe golf industry, from 
caddies to multi-miUianaires 
inarched through the capital 
in protest against government 
licensing restrictions on golf 
courses. Seventeen have been 
dosed. (Reuter) 


Syria blamed for 
Beirut bombing 

By Christopher Walker, middle east correspondent 


A BOMB attack on the Beirut 
headquarters of file Christian 
Phalange Party, the worst 
explosion in the shell-scarred 
capital for more than two 
years, has dealt a severe blow 
to Lebanon's efforts to return 
to normality after 15 years of 
civil war. 

At least three people, indtid¬ 
ing a two-month-old baby, 
were killed and 130 others, 
inducting 70 Phalange mem¬ 
bers, wounded The casualties 
resulted from the detonation 
of5501b in explosives in a tony 
parked near the two-storey 
building during a party meet¬ 
ing. No warning was given 
arid no group has claimed 
responsibility. 

Some Western security ex¬ 
perts believe that the attadk on 
Monday bears the hallmarks 
of Syrian intelligence. The 
pony is opposed to the Da¬ 


mascus-backed Lebanese gov¬ 
ernment of Rafik Hariri. 

"We thought we had moved 
from destruction to rebuild¬ 
ing." said An-Nahar. Beirut's 
main independent newspaper, 
yesterday. “The government 
promised that the war had 
ended. But everything that 
was said, and everything we 
thought and believed, evapo¬ 
rated with the... bomb." 

Among Lebanese citizens 
who have been enjoying rela¬ 
tive calm since the end of the 
□vfl war in 1990, there were 
fears that the bomb could 
reawaken sectarian hatreds 
between Christians and Mus¬ 
lims as well as damaging 
confidence among Arab and 
international investors. Arab 
diplomatic sources said the 
blast also cast doubt on the 
visit to Lebanon by the Pope 
next spring. 
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Peking reimposes price controls to 
curb inflation and head off unrest 


tStcu^lome^ Oil? 


From Jonathan Mirsky, east asia editor, in hong kong 


THE reimposition of price 
control on basic commodities 
in China this week symbolises 

the core problem in the post- 
Maoist reforms of Deng Xiao¬ 
ping: the need for China to 
become “rich and powerful" 
through die introduction of 
capitalist techniques but the 
party's even stronger need to 
retain absolute control. 

Price controls were imposed 
on 27 commodities including 
rice, cooking oU. pork, and 
eggs after controls had been, 
removed last May. Inflation, a 
nightmare of all Chinese re¬ 
gimes this century and a key 
factor in the Tiananmen 
Square uprising of June 1989. 
reached 30 to 40 per cent on 
basic foodstuffs in November. 

The price impositions came 
as the Organisation for Eco¬ 
nomic Cooperation andiDev- 
elopment warned that China 
was caught in a vice: its anti- 
inflationary measures might 
bring down growth too jar¬ 
ringly. but relaxing austerity 
measures might resrf r in 
greater dangers. In Peking 
rumours that inflation would 


China has responded to Monday night’s BBC documentary 
on MaoTse-tung, the late leader, which Included comments 
on bis sexual habits by his doctor, by warning Britain flat it 
would be responsible for the consequences, adding: “We will 
respond ... at an appropriate time." The Foreign Ministry 
said the film had “hurt the feelings of the Chinese people 0 . 


soar and that stocks of basic 
foodstuffs were dwindling had 
resulted In panic buying. Zhu 
Rongji, the vice-premier 
whose directives limiting bank 
loans and cracking down chi 
corruption and inflation last 
summer had been superceded 
by directives for faster growth, 
has announced that supplies 
of basic foods will be fed into 
the markets at controlled 
prices. The leadership knows 
that Chinese expect to eat well 
over the new year in February 
and resent governments that 
deny this once-a-yeai 
pleasure. 

China's fanners are angry 
that the Den gist reforms, 
which emphasise market 
forces, have left them behind. 
Their incomes average about 
half those of city people. 


During the past year, there 
have been hundreds of rural 
riots directed at local offidals 
who pay for state-ordered 
grain in IOUs that take 
months to redeem. As a result 
formers have been withhold¬ 
ing tbeir grain hoping for 
genuine higher prices. 

Only a few weeks ago. the 
State Planning Commission 
issued an eight-point plan for 
economic and social develop¬ 
ment next yean its first priori¬ 
ty was achieving “an all-round 
growth in the rural economy 
and substantial increases in 
formers' incomes". This fol¬ 
lowed announcements from 
the Central Committee in 
November of a rapid increase 
in China’s progress towards a 
market economy, following 
one of Mr Deng's pithy and 


irresistible slogans “only fast 
growth is socialism". 

This appeared to be a direct 
contradiction of Mr Zhu’s 
summer austerity programme 
which had brought great 
swathes of Chinese specula¬ 
tion-based banking and in¬ 
vestment to a near halt. Mr 
Zhu’s measures infuriated 
provincial leaders and the new 
breed of get-rich-quick entre¬ 
preneur so admired by Mr 
Deng and another catch- 
phrase emerged; “the big 
bang". 

Mr Deng's ultimate priority 
is party dominance. If enrich¬ 
ing east coast investors and 
regional bosses makes them 
happy, and pulling on their 
reins makes diem recalcitrant, 
the party will do whatever is 
necessary, including relaxing 
control of loans and printing 
mountains of new currency, fi 
urban residents grumble at 
inflation and short supplies, 
the party will order special 
trains loaded with food to the 
main cities, force down the 
prices, and deal with the 
peasants later. 



Many women find. Evening Primrose Oil an 
invaluable health supplement. 

ft contains on important ingredient called GLA 
(Gamma Unolenic Add) which is identical to 
the natural substance produced by die human 
body to help maintain hormone balance. 

But while Evening Primrose Oil is 
a useful natural source of GLA, it is not 
the richest Sunflower Oil has twice the 
concentration of GLA found m Evening 
Primrose OiL 250mg of Sunflower Oil 
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contains more pure GLA titan 500mg of Evening 
Primrose OiL ft is also just as easily absorbed. 

So you can take fewer, smaller capsules prior 
to and during your period, and to help keep your 
skin healthy. 

If you would like more information about 
Starflower Oil, please write to TT600, 
PO Box 2, Ellesmere Port, South Whnd » 
Cheshire L653EA. 

Available at Boots, other chemists, super- 
markets and healthfood stores. 
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Should Ireland’s terrorists walk free? 

i -L. 


F ree them now. says Gerry 
Adams. Think about it says 
Albert Reynolds,. String them 
up, says Ian Paisley- In die Ulster 
quagmire, little changes. 

The Government, confident last 
week that it was at last on the way 
to finding an answer to the Irish 
Question, may have to dig deep into 
its reserves of pragmatism and 
cynicism if it is to deal effectively 
with the problem of IRA and 
loyalist prisoners m British jails. 

Many of those terrorists'serving 
terms in the Maze and Crumlin 
Road prisons in Northern Ireland, 
and in jails elsewhere in the UK, 
are guilty of crimes as heinous as 
those of. say. Dennis Nilsen or the 
Yorkshire Ripper. 

Who could honestly wish to 
release those responsible for gun- 
ning down off-duty policemen in 
front of their wives and children? 
Who could, with equanimity, throw 
open the cell door for those IRA 
men who planted bombs in bus 
stations, restaurants and public 
houses or burned alive and placed 
skewers through the ears of cap¬ 
tured British soldiers? Who would 
feel anything other than revulsion 


at the freeing of the "ShantoU 
Butchers".- who,- in the manner of : ; 
Hitler, used to hang their Catholic 
victims from piano wire or suspend 
than from meat hooks? 

Yet this is die issue on which 
"peace" in Ulster could ultimately 
depend. Terrorism has never been 
simply a security issue. Many of 
the world’s states, with seats in the. 
United Nations, have their roots in. 
insurrection. Britain knows tins’ 
only too well 

Jomo Kenyatta, founder of the 
stale that bears his name, was a 
leader of the Mau Mau, whose 
chief activity in colonial East Africa 
was murder. Menachem Begin, 
later to be prime minister of Israel, 
was a central figure in the Irgun. 
which in 1947 was responsible for -- 
mass-slaughter in Jerusalem's 
King .David Hotel. 

Antobishop Makarios. later pres¬ 
ident of Cyprus, had earlier in¬ 
spired the Eoka gangs in their war 
against British role and the pursuit 
of union with Greece. But the IRA 
has waged a war against civilians 
in which innocent people have been 
massacred. 

Do we call these men vile now? 


When governments start to talk to gunmen and bombers, too 
often villains can be turned into “patriots”, says Walter Ellis 



Inside the H-blocks, ERA kfflers have thirsted for political status and were given special privileges 


We certainly did at the time. They 
were “scum", often with prices on 
their heads. Many political leaders 
who came into conflict with the 
Empire this century spent years of 
their lives killing in cold blood. 
Their followers, hard men who in 
other circumstances might have 
better been described as thugs, 


ended their lives as folk heroes, 
weighed down with honours. 

Ireland may appear to follow this 
pattern. But there' are crucial 
differences, the most telling of 
which is that tie Irish Republic, a 
nationalist state, condemns their 
activities. Indeefoihe IRA might be 
said to have pioneered tbs success¬ 


ful merchandising of murder. 
Eamon de Valera, destined to be 
Taoiseach and president of the 
• Republic was an IRA man through 
: and'through, who had previously 
been imprisoned by the British as a 
. threat to good order. He believed 
passionately in political murder, 
-and in the civil war that followed 


partition in 1921 even onto***® 
death of former colleagues for them 
“betrayal" of the cause, tour, he 
renounced violence, was filled in 
America and received holy unction 

from the Pbpe. , 

. The point about murdering tor 
your country is that once you have 
achieved your aims, the laws 
become instruments of your devis¬ 
ing. What was murder or terror, 
ends up as “the struggle". Villains 
turn into heroes. History becomes 
the story of the winning side. 

In Northern Ireland, the prob¬ 
lem is that the winning side has not 
so far been clearly established- 
Britain continues to hold the ring 
and. while largely neutral on 
maintain ing the Union, is obliged 
to uphold the law for as long as it 
remains the sovereign power. 

'Should a united Ireland come 
around, there is little doubt that 
Gerry Adams and Martin 
McGuinness. along with the hun¬ 
ger-striker Bobby Sands and a 
handful of others, will be added to 
the pantheon of Republican heroes. 

Britain, even with its long experi- 
ence of imperial withdrawal, finds 
its hard to stomach the notion that 


criminals should be exalted- Yet it 
SsSways recognised that some 
criminals are less criminal than 

° t &U972, following a hunger strike 
bv IRA prisoners. Wilham 
Whiielaw. then Secretary of!State 
for Northern .Ireland, granted 
jailed terrorists, including foyatete. 
“special category status". Tins 
meant they were allowed to wear 
their own clothes and receive more 
visits and food parcels than qrdi- 
naiy prisoners. They were given 
virtual autonomy behind bars. 

T his situation went on for two 
years. Realising their folly, 
foe British began to back¬ 
track, and in March. 1976 fresh 
regulations were brought in re¬ 
stricting special status to those 
already sentenced and behind bars. 

Today, with peace in the air, 
Britain is under enormous pressure 
from Unionists not to give in on the 
issue of convicted terrorists. At the 
same time, it is hard to see a peace 
deal that does not address this 
central, and deeply symbolic, issue. 
The men in suits and the men of 
blood have much to discuss. 


A culture 
shock could 
do the trick 

Sending young tearaways abroad 
is not new and can work wonders 



DAN HOWELL 


FREDEnCGAflOA 


WHAT a preaching of 
backbenchers has been 
stirred up by the revelations 
about the treatment of 
young offenders by the 
Bryn Melyn centre in 
Wales! 

After the arsonist's tour of 
the Pyrenees, the har¬ 
rumphing rose to pressure- 
cooker levels with the news 
that a teenage ram-raider is 
currently completing an 80- 
day tour of Egypt and 
Africa, from Tuts tomb to 
the Masai Mara reserve. 

The words “disgraceful" 
and “aghast" were freely 
bandied; if I were the ram- 
raider, I would jump in 
front of a charging wilde- 
beeste rather than come 
home: from now on itll be 
bread-and-skilly and some 
nice mailbags to stitch. 

I have to say that Bryn 
Melyn does lack tact this 
particular lad is 
said to have 
missed two court 
dates through 
being halfway up 
the Zambezi. 

Also, they had a 
royal visit last 
week, only the 
rqyal in question' 
was that notori¬ 
ous holidaymak- T.I 1 
er, the Duchess of pr tt 

York. Talk about r 

a PR own-goal I 
could not make contact with 
the beleaguered centre's Mr 
Brendan McNutt yesterday 
to discuss all this, but he 
has tried to explain in the 
past what he is doing: 
removing the offender from 
peer-group pressure, pro¬ 
viding one-to-one guidance 
and showing the children a 
world different from the 
pointless squalor of their 
lives. 

What does it all remind 
you of. in its idealism and 
its hopefulness and poten¬ 
tial for pratfalls? I think I 
have pinned it down: what 
die Biyn Melyn treatment 
reminds me of is the Grand 
Tour. Or the Alpine Read¬ 
ing-Party. or any of those 
devices by which the 
tearaway sons of the aris¬ 
tocracy used to be removed 
from gaming-halls, dried 
out, and forcibly exposed to 
European culture under the 
care of a long-suffering 
tutor. 


LIBBY 

PURVES 


Think of Sebastian Flyte 
in Brideskead Revisited. 
being sent round Europe 
with Mr Sam grass of All 
Souls. Think of all those 
18th and 19th century lord- 
lings. precursors of Bland- 
ford and Bristol, who got 
packed off on a whistle-stop 
tour of Italy and Greece. 

Wealthy parents have al¬ 
ways believed that travel 
broadens the mind; or at 
least, forces responses other 
than the stock, hopeless, 
cynical ones of troubled 
adolescence. 

So what Mr McNutt is 
doing is not new. Only foe 
jargon is: and the fact that 
the subjects are poor. 
Moreover, they have all 
been victims of abuse at 
home, or they wouldn't be 
Bryn Mdyn cases. There is 
not much power in the 
argument that sending one 
thief to Africa 
will encourage 
hundreds of un¬ 
troubled children 
to pinch cars in 
the hope of a 
holiday. Trou¬ 
bled. unloved, 
undirected or 
abused children 
may turn to crime 
BY for excitement 

uTpc and quick profit 

*~ ,t3 Something has 

got to change 
their attitude. 

The journeys might Why 
else do those of us with 
middle-class aspirations so 
persistently expose our 
children to theatres, to good 
books, to cities, museums, 
other countries and great 
buildings? We want to fur¬ 
nish their minds. We know 
that such mental furniture 
is a safeguard against vio¬ 
lent anarchic emptiness. 

PERHAPS children who 
have never had any of it 
might benefit from a sud¬ 
den massive dose. Perhaps 
the centre's aim is to bring 
them bade in better heart, 
and then get them to apolo¬ 
gise and do the community 
service, inspired by lions 
and mountains, dolphins 
and temples. It might work. 
I don't know. All 1 do know 
is that plain prison costs 
£500 a week for an adult 
more for a child. And that 
doesn't work either. 
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The screechy sound of Vanessa Paradis, left is scorned by Patricia Kaas, right an.oUMashioned qh&ntense. Could she be the first French singer for decades tofind fame abroad? 


C hill. Jo and his 
homeboys, rap stars 
with foe requisite 
bad attitude, were 
boiling with rage along foe 
usual lines of “crack. Aids, the 
cops, life? a bitch". So, Chill 
says, they poured their blood 
into their new album, sweat¬ 
ing it out in foe studio at... 
Aixen Provence. 

Hold on. Shouldn't that 
read Brooklyn or South Cen¬ 
tral LA? 

Many of the exponents 
nerds of le rap franqais are 
excellent artists, but it is tough 
to hymn the mean streets from 
foe land of cicadas and pastis. 
Actually, says Chill, leader of 
the hugely successful Mar¬ 
seilles group LAM, “chez nous. 
pa resemble vraimerit au 
Bronx." 

The singer? municipal 
pride (voiced this week in Best, 
the French rock magazine] 
touches on the sore point of la 
arise which permanently af¬ 
flicts le rock franQais: the 
punch and grit just does not 
survive the elegance of the 
language of MoliCre. 

No matter how hard un 
rocker works on his version of 
le look destroy, the result is 
less ghetto than Gaultier. 
While the common idiom en¬ 
abled Britain to espouse the 
rock V roll spirit. France has 
never managed to sell its 
version to the world. 

The trouble is. they fail to 
sound American. Johnny 
Halliday. the Gallic answer to 
Elvis, rocks on into his 50s, 
wowing his fans with a new 
40-CD collection, foe biggest 
issued in any country, hit who 


doesn’t travel 


outside France can sing along 
with Quelque Chose de Ten¬ 
nessee or his other anthems? 

When France sticks to a 
Latin sound with a world- 
music flavour, the formula 
sometimes works — witness 
Mano Negra, Gypsy Kings 
and Les Negresses Vertex — 
but even in France, the local 
product is seen as a second- 
class act beside the “Anglo- 
Saxons". 

Whan it comes to youth, the 
only stuff that really sells is foe 
Eurovision variety, a genre of 
unbearable lightness exempli¬ 
fied by the Lolita-like Vanessa 
Paradis. last Christmas the 
big hit was Dur, Dur d’Etre 
Bebt, a rap number sung by 
the four-year-old Jordi. This 
season, it is Je NTAppelle 
Heline , a dirty by the star of a 
teen soap opera beside wham 
Kylie Minogue is Ella 
Fitzgerald. 

Now, however, help is at 
hand from an unlikely figure: 
Edouard Ballad ur. the Gaull- 
ist prime minister, a man who 
could certainly never teQ his 
hip from his hop. Pursuing his 
crusade to preserve Gallic 
culture, he has decreed that 40 
per cent of the ouput from 


Le rock Frangais is a contradiction 
in terms, says Charles Bremner 



Johnny Haiti day’s songs are unknown outside France 


music stations must be home¬ 
grown. The new law has 
sparked revolt at the rode end 
of the business, prompting 
cries of despair from the top 
three Paris stations, Fun, 
Skyrock and NRJ. 

“It? an iniquitous derision.” 
says Jean-Paul Baudecroux. 
managing director of NRJ. 
The big stations “will be cut off 
from their raison d’etre. If we 
are ready to defend our new 


writer-singers, it must be ac¬ 
cepted that Anglo-Saxon 
music is indispensible to the 
stability of our audiences." 

While the stations howl, the 
move has pleased local artists, 
who say they are squeezed out 
by a plot master-minded by 
the big record labels. Such a 
complaint came from one of 
the hottest purveyors of the 
'hard punk genre, Les Thugs. 
A group that hails from foe 


gentle Loire valley, Les Thugs 
(usually pronounced Teugs) 
cultivate what they see as a 
pure Flnendi style and inveigh, 
like President Mitterrand, 
against American U cultural 
imperialism". 

They have, however, just 
launched themselves on foe 
world market with an all- 
English album called As 
Happy as Possible. Here is a 
sample from their hard-hitting 
Jyrics: “Why always build new 
frontiers / New Walls between 
people in this world / When 
they are all watching now / 
The same US TV serials... 
Bum all the flags... We just 
want to live in peace." 

Listening to that, I wonder 
whether M Bahadur should 
not have gone the whole hog 
and outlawed le rock altogeth¬ 
er. l am only joking, but at 
least that way. France could be 
left to focus on what it does so 
splendidly — producing the 
lyrical, sensual, clever and 
worldly songs that have no 
peer in the Anglo-Saxon 
world.' : _ .. 

A bopm>& gbi&gtcga.’si this 
department at the moment 
with a surge Ofnostalgia for 
the chansonniers of old. from 


Piaf through Yves Montand, 
Juliette Greco. Jacques Brel 
and Georges Brassens to Leo 
Fort, foe Sixties poet baDad- 
eer who died this year. 

Being dead, with the excep¬ 
tion of Greco, has only en¬ 
hanced their careers. Much of 
la chanson framyiise of foe 
past three decades is dis¬ 
missed by the thinking classes 
as sentimental and sometimes 
reactionary and a lot of it is 
banal and commercial 

It has been decades, how¬ 
ever, since a French singer has 
made it around foe world, 
even in foe crooner genre of 
Julio Iglesias, unless you count 
Nana Mouskouri. a French- 
resident Greek. 


T here is one possible 
exception on the hori¬ 
zon — Patricia Kaas, a 
waif-like singer from 
Lorraine who embarked with 
foe patronage of Gerard 
Depardieu on a typical trash- 
pop career in the late 1980s. 
NOw 27. she has taken charge 
of herself, retrained her voice 
away from the nasal screech of 
the Paradis school and ac¬ 
quired something of the pa¬ 
thos and guts of the old 
cabaret tradition. 

Kaas is scoffed at by foe rock 
aficionados of France but she 
sings to sold-out stadiums in 
Germany and is now being 
packaged by Sony for the 
world market Her lyrics are 
classy and usually in French, 
so she may not make it across 
the Anglo frontier. Neverthe¬ 
less. she deserves encourage¬ 
ment: she is not a wannabee 
homegirl from the Bronx. 




S cotch. Irish or Bourbon - wbat> your pleasure? 

Find out over the neoApfei .day* with The 
Times and read about thefl^iexitles of some 
- classic whiskies of the wori& l&iti caa also enjoy a 
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)u l i a UeweUyn Smith talks to the man and the girl who missed a date with death on flight IQ3 

‘The day of 
the crash is 
like my 
birthday — 
the day I 
was reborn’ 


I t was December 21.1988. and 
in the bar ar Heathrow. 
Terminal Three, Jaswant 
Basuta was drinking beer 
with some relatives. As a practis¬ 
ing Sikh, he was not supposed to 
touch alcohol, but his brother-in- 
law persuaded him that one glass 
wouldnl hurt 

Mr Basuta was desperate not to 
miss the 6pm flight home to New 
York. He had missed several 
planes in the past and he knew 
that his wife, Surinder, would 
never forgive him. Also, the 48- 
year-old auto mechanic was start¬ 
ing a new job the next morning. If 
he arrived late he would probably 
be sacked. Nonetheless. Mr 
Basuta stayed on in the bar. 
confident he would be paged when 
the flight was ready to leave: 

Pan Am flight 103 did not page 
Mr Basuta. Although his two bags 
were checked on die 747. the duty 
manager. Christopher Price, de¬ 
cided to fly without him rather 
than risk a delay. Mr Price 
reasoned that, as Mr Basuta was 
returning home: he did not repre¬ 
sent a security risk. 

At the last moment Mr Basuta 
said goodbye to his relatives and 
ran for his boarding gate. But he 
was too late. He could still see the 
jumbo jet sitting on the runway, 
but, despite his pleas, Mr Price 
turned him away. As he sat in the 
lounge, deriding what to do next, 
the aircraft exploded over 
Lockerbie in Scotland, killing all 
259 people on board and U an the 
ground.- 

Mr Yricefs decision had made 
Mr Basuta one of the luckiest men 
alive. It also made him the obvious 
suspect for the bombing. He was 
stopped by police before he could 
leave the airport and questioned 
for several hours. Meanwhile, in 
New York, Mrs Basuta and her 
two children, Rony, 14, and 
Jauntier. 18, were huddled togeth¬ 
er. weeping, having received a call 
from a travel agency saying he had 
died. 

When Mr Basuta was allowed to 
call them, he asked a policeman to 
do it flunking the sound of his 
voice would be too much for his 
wife. At the news, Mrs Basuta 


screamed so loudly that the officer 
had to hold the phone away from 
his ear. 

Dozens of Mr Basuta's British 
relatives had to be contacted, but 
reaching them proved difficult 
because so many of them were 
telephoning each other. Eventual¬ 
ly, the operator agreed to break in 
on a conversation and Mr Basuta 
came on die line, to the baric- 
ground noise of shrieks of delight. 
He left Heathrow at Tam for his 
father-in-law’s house, where the 
family congregated and talked 
until dawn broke. 

The police questioned Mr 
Basuta once more, but his inno¬ 
cence was soon apparent and five 
days afterwards he returned 
home. Two months later the family 
arranged a 48-hour prayer cere¬ 
mony in a Sikh temple to thank 
God for sparing him and to pray 
for the souls of the victims. 

Five years later, the memories of 
that night are as vivid as ever to 
Mr Basuta-“1 wish the rest of them 
could have had the same hick the 
Almighty gave me." he says. “I 
consider December 21 like my 
birthday — it's the day I was 
reborn.” 






Saved—Leesa Davies with her mother. “I was walking around and praying after I cancelled her ticket." Mrs Davies says. “People thought I was crazy. I was just so happy” 


A s is everyone involved in 
the disaster, Mr Basuta, 
who still lives in New 
York, is' angry that the 
bombers have never been brought 
to justice and is certain that the 
catastrophe could have been pre¬ 
vented. “When I landed in London 
in 1988. my relatives said to me 
*Wfry did you cosrnewfth Pan Am? 
There had been warnings in the 
American press that a Pan Am 
flight would be blown up, but 
nothing was done." He is in touch 
with the people of Lockerbie and 
has promised to visit the town next 
time he is in Britain. 

The experience has, he says, 
changed him profoundly. “Every¬ 
body believes in God, but fltis 
was... If your hick changes like 
that it does make you go towards 
the religious side. If you saw meat 
that time and if you see me now. 
you would notice the difference. I 
used to be a very social person, 
now 1 am much more quiet” 


He feels no guilt that he was 
spared. “If I had to die I was going 
to die with them. If I had to go. my 
name would have been called. I 
think God said I should do 
something better in my life — 
maybe it was to make me realise 
there is somebody else who is 
controlling the whole thing and 
somebody else who runs the 
show." He has never bear compen¬ 
sated for the baggage he lost on die 
flight 

Leesa Davies's experience was 
not quite so dramatic, btzt sbe was 
equally lucky. Ai the time of the 
bombing she was six years old and 
had been staying with her grand¬ 
mother, Melba Johnson, in Coven¬ 
try. She was booked on flight 103 to 
return to her mother Rosalee in 
New York in time for Christmas. 
The day before she was due to 
leave, however, she begged to be 
allowed to stay with her grand¬ 
mother for a few more days. Mrs 
Davies cancelled the booking. 
When the bomb went off, Leesa 
was attending a carol service in 
Coventry cathedral 

“1 just got the faint feding. like a 
chifl, when I heard," Mrs Davies 
says. “I was walking around and 


praying. People thought I was 
crazy. I was just so happy. Even 
though I knew 1 had cancelled the 
flight, I called my mother anyway 
to say 'Are you sure? Most of her 
relatives were calling me to (heck I 
hadn't changed my mind about the 
cancellation.* 

The disappointment that Leesa 
would not be home for Christmas 
quickly turned into joy. “Everyone 
missed her that year, and felt sad 
she wasn’t around, but it was a 
nice sadness," her mother says. "I 


felt lucky and grateful to God." 
says Leesa, who will be 12 next 
month. The family still keep the 
newspaper dippings from the time 
and last summer Leesa showed 
them to her sixth-grade dass as 
part of a class project They were 
surprised, they found it amazing." 
she says. 

She is, bo - mother says, “a 
regular giri". of whom she is very 
proud. Teachers and religious 
leaders always say she is so polite, 
so charming, such a nice young 


v . 


lady. She’s a student monitor, sbe 
gets lots of phone calls. She was 
dass champion in the spelling bee 
contest. She loves reading her 
Bible and reminds me to read 
mine." "I like to read, write, draw, 
talk to my friends." Leesa says. 

This Christmas. Leesa will stay 
with her fathers family in Con¬ 
necticut Her parents are in the 
process of divorcing and Mis 
Davies, who works in Wall Street 
as an insurance accountant, may 
be alone. “1 put up a little tree so 




Leesa can enjoy it, but it’s a 
lacklustre time for roe." Her 
mother in Coventry died last year 
and Mrs Davies misses ho- very 
much at Christmas. 


L eesa has an extra impor¬ 
tance in her mother's life, 
because Mrs Davies, who 
is West Indian, has no 
other family in America. She tries 
not to think that she could have 
lost her child. “I try to block out the 
date of the crash. But there are 
constant reminders — there was 
something on the news about it 
just the other day and you get these 
goose pimples. I cant thank God 
enough." 

Leesa wants to be a lawyer. “I 
think she may weD be."her mother 
says. “SfaeS articulate, she reads a 
lot and she has a great sense of 
justice. And, maybe, there , is a 
reason fix- all this. Maybe she will 
represent the underprivileged or 
the relatives of those who died on 
that flight. Otherwise, what is the 
meaning to all this?" It is a 
question that the families who met 
in Westminster Abbey last night to 
commemorate the victims of Right 
103 wfll ask far a very long time. 



Disaster—part of the wreckage of the crashed Pan Am jumbo near Lockerbie in 1988 
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Pkrtofthedsy’s bag - but the sport itself is under fire 


S hortly after 9am we 
gather in the driveway 
of John Williams’s home 
near Fording bridge, in Hamp¬ 
shire; eight guns, a dozen or so 
beaters and three “pickers-up” 
whose job, helped by some 
well trained and endearing 
Labradors, is to gather up the 
fallen birds. In any well-run 
shoot the retrieval of all dead 
and wounded birds is an 
imperative. 

Among the pickers-up is Dr 
Mike Swan, an adviser to the 
Game Conservancy, whose 
offices are just down the road 
and who knows at least as 
much about conservation of 
wildlife ami the countryside as 
any of the environmental 
groups. “A perfect day for _ 
mooting," Dr Swan observes. ‘ 
and so it is, shghty overcast 
with a cool north-easterly 
breeze. 

like a general briefing his 
senior officers. Mr Williams, 
who runs die shoot on his 450- 
acre estate, gathers the shoot¬ 
ers round him. “You can shoot 
at any game; thereH probably 
be a few partridge as well as 
pheasant Well do five drives 
this morning, then back here 
for lunch and well try the 
woods in the afternoon. 

“There are some footpaths, 
and last week there were 
several walkers around, so 
please be careful. The best 
advice is not to shoot at any 
bird unless you can see sky 
behind it" 

The shooters nod their 
agreement They are mostly 
old friends, cheery, compan¬ 
ionable and unpretentious, 
numbers of a syndicate which - 
includes lawyers, a dentist, an 
anaesthetist at a local hospital. 
City commuters and farmers. 
They pay £2,000 for a full eight 
days* shooting, or in most 
cases half that for four days. 

“irs an expensive hobby, 
but the money all goes to pay 


Field sports enthusiasts fear that 
shooting may be next on the animal 
rights protest list, says John Young 


the keepers and to rear and 
feed the young birds," Mr 
Williams points out The 
beaters get £13 a day plus 
lunch and beer, but they do it 
mainly because they love it" 

In uniform flat caps, green 
jackets and wellingtons, we set 
off in three Land-Rovers. The 
guns have drawn lots for 
places and disperse to their 
pegs. The beaters move up the 
hillside, ratfling their plastic 

flags to “Wank in" _ 

the coverts and 
drive the birds into ‘Mil 

a small field of 
maize where they £ 

customarily feed. 

‘ This is all set- nrvnr 
aside land, where 
the EC rules allow jo Kp 

us to plant crops as Ai> uc 

Jang as they are not . 

far human or ani- “Ct 

mal consumption," _i- 

Mr Williams ex- SilOC 

plains. “So we plant _____ 

a mixture of maize 
and millet, which the birds 
love, and at the end of the 
season we just plough it in and 
replant" 

A horn sounds, the beaters 
move through the maize and 
the first biros emerge, flying 
low as reared pheasant do 
when stfli relatively tame and 
■unused to the guns. There are 
a few hits, several misses and 
some jocular banter. This is 
not a syndicate which takes 
itself too seriously. 

Two hundred binds a day 
would be more than enough." 
one of the guns, lan Wallace, a 
QC and law professor, re¬ 
marks. “When shooting par¬ 
ties first began in Edwardian 
times success was measured 


‘Much of 
the 

opposition 
is because 
we enjoy 
shooting’ 


by the size of the bag, and 
there are some shoots today 
which still take a very com¬ 
mercial view. But irs quite 

unnecessary." 

The horn sounds the end of 
the drive, and it is back into 
the vehicles for the four drives 
left before lunch. More birds 
.whirr out of more maize fields. 
Good shots are mixed with 
embarrassing "waflies". It is 
all high good humour and 

_ good fun. Mr Wfl- 

Banis commutes to 
h Of City during the 
week and most of 
P the land is let to 

tenants. He is oon- 
frinn cemed that those he 
iuuii cans the old coun- 
n 1icp try families, with 
ctuoc their roots vn farm- 
ing and field sports. 
A JDj are becoming an 
- , extinct breed. His 

mg gamekeeper, who 
_____ delights in the 
name of Peter 
Rabbetts and is known to all 
as Bunny, retires in five years’ 
time. “I don! know what I 
shall do without him." 

Over lunch Mr Williams 
discloses his fears for the 
sport “I've not felt confident 
about the future of shooting 
for some time." he says. The 
Labour government might 
well have stopped it back in 
the 1970s. “We are under 
increasing pressure and we 
are all on file defensive. Farm¬ 
ing has become a factory 
process and townspeople do 
not understand the ways of the 
countryside. 

“It is difficult to justify 
Jailing for pleasure to someone 
who believes it to be morally 


wrong. Much of the opposition 
to shooting comes from the 
fact thatwe enjoy it. We are all 
friends together and we have a 
day out and the locals enjoy it 
too. But for some people that 
makes it all worse." 

As well as the “antis", 
shooters have to contend with 
EC legislation which demands 
that all premises used for 
raising pheasant chicks and 
selling eggs are subjected to 
strict hygiene regulations; that 
every shot bird intended for 
sale should be inspected by a 
veterinary surgeon within one 
hour; and that there should be 
a closed season for predators 
such as crows and magpies. 


Executive 
Desk Set £ 


19 


(+VAT) 

95 


H e believes that few of 
the “antis” are genu¬ 
inely concerned 
about the birds’welfare. Those 
who have tried to disrupt 
grouse shoots in tire north of 
England appear simply to 
dislike human beings whom 
they see as rich and privileged. 
They actually said they didnT 
give a damn about the birds 
but they hated rich bastards. 

There is probably less dan¬ 
ger to lowland shoots because 
they attract a bigger mix of 
people and dass distinctions 
are less obvious. If protesters 
ran up against a bunch of local 
farmers they might get more 
than they bargained for." 

AS for tiie Home Secretary^ 
recent announcement that 
stronger action will be taken 
against those who try to dis¬ 
rupt country sports. Mr Wil¬ 
liams and his fellow shooters 
are sceptical. 

His shoot already suffers 
from poaching, mainly by 
local gypsies, and it is difficult 
to get the police to take any 
action, he says. He believes 
that there is no point in 
passing new laws without 
some prospect of their being 
property enforced. 
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Alan Coren 



■ Nothing is free these 
days, but some things are 
cheaper at Christmas 

O nce upon a time, there was a really 
terrible joke involving a man who 
goes into a chemist's shop to ask if 
they have any contraceptives, and the 
assistant says, “No. but have you tried 
Boots?”, and die man replies with a punch¬ 
line which, even today, has no place tn a 
respectable newspaper. I take the liberty of 
teasing your memory with it only because of 
something which does, today, have a place m 
a respectable newspaper, even though it 
wouldn’t have had. once upon a time. 

Well, you may be saying, that’s a nice neat 
cyclic paragraph, very stylish, he must have 
been on a course, and you are, as always, 
bang on the button. I have been on a course 
teaching hacks how to address unsavoury 
topics by laying out their stalls early on in a 
manner which suggests that what might 
subsequently look like gratuitous salarious- 
ness has in fact a serious point to ponder. I 
hope it works. It was an expensive course, 
and since this was one of those respectable 
newspapers in which the something had a 
place, you yourselves may have already 
pondered the serious point, even though you 
have not been on the course, and I really hate 
it when amateurs get the better of me. 

The something is a Boots advertisement 
for their pre-Christmas sale of condoms. The 
brands are Mates and Elite, whose names 
presumably denote different sorts of rela¬ 
tionship, especially since the former are 
£145 (previously £3.95), whereas the latter 
are £3.69 (knocked down from £5.19), and 
Fetherlite (now £3.19, were £4.69). whose 
name is less easily deconstructed, unless you 
happen to know what a tether is. or indeed a 
lite; though it is just possible that they are as 
thpy sound, and that the relationships they 
target are those involving illiterates. But it is 
not these minutiae which intrigue me. What 
intrigues me is that the offered items are on 
pre-Christmas sale. At first glance 1 thought 
merely, oh well, this is 1993. nobody wears 
slippers or scarves any more, what they wear 
is condoms, always an acceptable gift, but a 
moment's reflection brought the thought that 
even £3.69 for something elite was a bit 
stingy, you cant get a decent slipper under 
£29.95. so these must be stocking-fillers. I 
then thought about that for as long as it takes 
a scenario to materialise in which Santa 
tiptoes his premises distributing Dinkies, 

Sindies, walnut-whips, harmonicas, Peter 
Rabbit cassettes, tangerines and rubber 
goods, and I returned to the drawing-board. 
It was here that 1 grappled with the 
possibility that Boots were merely taking a 
subliminal flier at the season's atmosphere 
of traditional giving, but since the picture 
conjured up this time was of three kings 
trudging from the east bearing Elite, 
Fetherlite and Mates, tills too was rejected, 
for Boots marketmen are not fools and 
would not risk a leitmotiv which might 
oflend even the Bishop of Durham. 

Clearly, the Boots sale was not about 
giving, it was only about buying. For some 
reason there was a market for cheaper con¬ 
doms at Christmas. But for what reason? 
Seasonal factors, after all, would indicate the 
opposite: as office parties on the one hand 


and long stretches of domestic confinement 
on the other doubtless both served to 
increase the demand, the price would surely 
go up, not down. There was, mind, the 
possibility that Boots were not being 
commercial at all but topically charitable, 
hoping to put a tew roses into the cheeks of 
the recession-hit, but that did not strike me 
as likely, especially as, if goodwill was what 
Boots were after, they would’ve been better 
advised to knock a few quid off crackers. 

There are wily three other reasons for 
sales. The first is excess stock. i.e. condoms 
have not been, as it were, moving, and if this 
is the Boots position I think they should come 
clean, because implications of great national 
import are involved; the second is stock 
deterioration, and I hope I do not have to 
draw pictures, we are all men of the world; 
and the third is because new lines are 
imminent, e.g. Mates, Elite and Ftetherlite 
are about to be replaced by Chums. Snobby 
and Flighwate. 

The truth? i fear I have to tell you that, 
despite having tried racking the smartest 
mercantile brams of my acquaintance, I still 
have no idea. So there is, 1 suppose, nothing 
else for it:! shall have to try Boots. 
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gather this has already been a 
“good” Christmas. In some cases it 
has been “better titan we could 
have dreamt possible”. Down at 
Thurrock Lakeside in Dagenham, the 
largest shopping centre in the South, 200 
ground staff are on a war footing. Elans 
for the goodness of Christmas have been 
in train since last January and this week 
promises to be “the big one”. Selfridges 
are 13 per cent up, Ben tails 17 per cent 
up. Newcastle reports sales rising 20-30 
per cent on last year. 

The Financial Times tells us that 
Boots makes half its annual profit over 
Christmas and W.H. Smith a third. 
Woolworths take its entire profit in the 
“fourth trading quarter”, yuletidcs lat¬ 
est euphemism. For suppliers, this is all 
hugely distorting: production must ei¬ 
ther surge each autumn-or be expensive¬ 
ly stored all year. But Christmas is a fact 
of economic life. It is to the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer what a MORI poll is to 
the prime minister, a key performance 
indicator. A good Christmas is an 
annual shot of Keynesian adrenalin, 
straight into the aorta of commerce. 

There appears to be no stopping it 
The status of Christmas as the world's 
leading festival of expenditure knows no 
bounds. Mayday has withered on the 
ideological vine. America’s Thanksgiv¬ 
ing has stayed American. New Years 
Day is just a date in most countries. 
Easter, once a secular festival of spring 
and rebirth, has become a more narrow¬ 
ly Christian event Lenin tried to abolish 
Christmas, but was forced to substitute a 
festival with tree, lights, presents and a 
"Grandfather Frost". 

A new book of essays. The Unwrap¬ 
ping of Christmas, points out that 
Christmas now reaches parts of the 
world scarcely touched by Christianity, 
embracing Eskimos and Japanese, Hin¬ 
dus, Muslims. Buddhists. Its success is 
hand to explain. Anthropologists have 
turned their microscopes on it. pursuing 
it through the Roman Kalends and 
Saturnalia to the ancient Syrian cult of 
Deiis Sol Invictus. The emperor Con¬ 
stantine chose the feast day of this last 
cult for Christmas to make sure it was 
no less popular. December 25 thus beat 
off the challenge of the Western church’s 
preferred January 6. Other experts give 
Mithras the credit. These early festivals 
had many features which have survived 
the centuries, such as the emphasis on 
the family and the “rituals of inversion", 
such as masters serving slaves. 

Received wisdom is that the success of 


The ‘fourth trading quarter' delivers a 
Keynesian shot in the arm of commerce, 
otherwise known as Christmas 


Christmas is. like that of the English 
language, another triumph for British 
culture. Certainly the consumerist 
Christmas is a Victorian creation. Before 
Victoria came to the throne. The Times 
rarely mentioned Christmas in its 
columns. It was purely a date in the 
church calendar and did not become a 
public holiday until 1S34. Mr Pickwick’s 
famous feast at Dingley Dell, written in 
1837. was on Christmas Eve. and guests 
dispersed the following day. The Christ¬ 
mas card was not invented until 1843. by 
the enterprising designer, Henry Cole. 
(This week is the card’s 150th anniver¬ 
sary.) The card was insipid, portraying a 

three generation fam- _ 

fly sitting round a din¬ 
ing table. Prince Albert 
had yet to import the 
tree from Germany. 

So what raised a 
feast that ranked with 
All Hallows, Ascen¬ 
sion and Easter to the 
level of a global event? 

Until I read these es- _ 

says, I had not grasped, 
the significance of one hook. Dickens’s A 
Christmas Carol in redefining Christ¬ 
mas as a near-magical celebration of 
consumption, of giving and receiving 
without account. The book was pub¬ 
lished just five years after Pickwick, in 
1843, and proved immensely popular. 

Its impact in America, according to 
the historian Russell Belk, was sensa¬ 
tional, aided by Dickens's own reading 
tours. Cratdiit was the hero: “Come on. 
Mr Scrooge. One more coal. It is Christ¬ 
mas.” Scrooge’s businesslike reply must 
have echoed that of many an American 
capitalist “Bah... Humbug!" Christ¬ 
mas was just “a time for paying tolls 
without money". He was cruelty shown 
the error of his ways. “Reclaimed by 
Christmas", he achieved redemption as 
a carefree spendthrift. The Keynesian 
Christmas was born and has never died. 
To spend without guilt, without worry¬ 
ing where the money might come from, 
became a Christmas tradition, indeed 
an obligation. (Modern historians win 
note an ultra-Thatcherite cult of Scrooge 


Simon 

Jenkins 


that flourished, I believe in The Specta¬ 
tor, around the time of the 1981 Budget) 
Saint Nicholas, donated by middle- 
European immigrants as Santa Claus to 
American culture, was adapted into a 
bizarre, one-man cargo cuh. Children 
were encouraged to write to, pray to and 
believe in this neardeity. When he 
tumbled down chimneys with a jovial 
laugh, gifts materialised in stockings 
quite independent of parental means. 
Not for nothing was Nicholas known 
both as a supplier of dowries to poor 
maidens and as the patron saint of. 
pawnbrokers. He must have been 
cursed by hard-pressed fathers. 

» In his introduction 
to these essays, Danid 
Miller charts the 
steady accretion of 
Christmas tradition 
through the 19th centu¬ 
ry. “The tree from the 
German tradition, the 
filling of stockings 
from the Dutch tradi¬ 
tion, the development 
of Santa Claus mainly 
from the United States, the British 
Christmas card." (Nothing from France, 

I note.) The whole was to be homogen¬ 
ised and spread worldwide. Santa Claus 
occupied Greenland only in this century, 
although reindeer appear to date from 
Moore’s 1822 poem “Twas the Night 
Before Christmas". It was the American 
artist Thomas Nast who in the 1870s pro¬ 
duced “merry old Santa" as a modem 
Bacchus dressed in furs — inspired, he 
said, by the coats of the plutocratic 
Astors. Colour printing enabled Coca- 
Cola in 1931 to declare the coat bright 
red. Rudolph the red-nosed reindeer was 
invented by a New York marketing 
executive in 1939. Miller suggests flat it 
was high-spending American GIs in the 
Fiar East and Europe during and after 
the war, as much as (he Victorian British 
Empire, that made the modem “Santa" 
Christinas so universal. 

We pretend to struggle against it We 
strive to deny Christmas’s materialism. 
Ever since Parliament banned celebra¬ 
tion in 1647, guilt has been part of the 


tradition. In Massachussetts in 1659. a 
fine was levied on anybody marking the 
festival. Clergymen denounce commer¬ 
cialism from the pulpit. In 1979 an 
American founded a Society to Curtail 
Ridiculous, Outrageous and Ostenta¬ 
tious Gift Exchanges (SCROOGE) and 
encourage such worthy presents as 
smoke-alarms and first-aid kits. 

Wrapping, another 20th-century trad¬ 
ition, reflects a s imilar desire to de- 
aterialise materialism. The Christinas 
loot must never appear unclothed. The 
meanest gift is ahmys dressed in 
coloured paper. Staff bonuses are like¬ 
wise wrapped, given not as pay rises but 
“at Christmas”, as if to bless employer 
and employee alike and decontaminate 
die lucre from profit Christinas is also a 
notorious period of family tension, and 
sees a surge in murders and suicides. 
- Some American counsellors advise fam¬ 
ilies, even lovers, to stay apart at this 
time, to reduce the risk of emotional and 
personal injury. 

What is the synthesis of these strands? 
We no longer see evfl in conmKroalisin. 
We have been taught that consumption 
is as much an economic virtue as thrift, 
even at some peril of inflation. Christ¬ 
mas presents are thus social goods as 
well as personal ones. We may affirm 
that it’s the draught that counts. We may 
pretend, with Emerson, that “foe only 
gift is a portion of thyself -.. a man's 
biography is conveyed in a gift”. But we 
value objects, and highly at Christmas¬ 
time. Victorians saw their possessions as 
emblems not just of civilisfltion but of 
their feeling for beauty and the worth of 
work. T.S. Eliot echoed Ruskin and 
Morris, that "even die humblest materi¬ 
al artefact... is an emissary of foe 
culture out of which it comes". 

Gifts thus convey meaning for both 
giver and receiver. They express our 
community with each other, and have 
done so down the ages. That is why we 
surround them with both the secular 
and the religious ritual of Christmas. 
We fight to play down “the Christmas 
tradition" each year, yet we find our¬ 
selves drawn bade to it We would resist 
Christian fundamentalists if they tried 
to hijack our andent carnival and move 
h. say, to Epiphany. 

Christmas no longer commercialises 
sanctity, it sanctifies commerce. It gives 
a mystery to spending, and to foe econ¬ 
omy a thumping great boost I am not 
surprised that Christmas has become 
such a global success. But will ft really 
last forever? 


Love — twenty-nine 


PRINCE EDWARD'S blossoming 
romance may well develop into the 
lore match of foe year — at least cm 
foe real tennis court. For there are 
plans afoot for a procelebrity real 
tennis tournament in the spring, 
starring the Prince and almost 
certainly featuring his new girl¬ 
friend, Sophie Rhys-Jones. 

After all, she is searching for a 
sponsor for the event which is be¬ 
ing organised by the Lord’s Tav¬ 
erners, where Prince Edward is 
president But if media pressure 
on the couple continues, she may 
yet be forced distinctly dedans. 
says her boss. Brian Madaurin. In 
which case Madaurin may make 
his debut at the service end. “It’S 
not a spon 1 follow, but it may well 
be me there instead of anyone 
else," he says. 

But given that it was through 
just such an event last September 
that Rhys-Jones met the Prince, 
friends are confident she will be 
present at the Oratory School, in 
Woodcote. Berkshire, where the 
tournament will take place (and, 
incidentally, where Rhys-Jones is 
taking lessons) in March — along 
with Gladstone Small, the Eng¬ 
land cricketer, Virginia Wade, foe 
Wimbledon champion, and Sally 
Jones, women’s world champion 
at the real game. 


Patrick Shervington, director of 
the Lord’s Taverners, claims that 
the Prince’s enthusiasm for the 
andent game is beginning to rub 
off on the cricket buffs. “A number 
of us have taken it up since he took 
over foe presidency. He is an 
evangelist tor foe sport" 

But what of his new part¬ 
ner. who also enjoys playing? “Ed¬ 
ward will be teaching her quite a 
lot rather than the other way 
round. But that said, she is having 
lessons." 

Eat in, sii? 

THE Lanesborough hotel, on 
Hyde Park Comer - where Ma¬ 
donna and Larry Hagman stay 
when in town, where Bentleys are 
on call and foe royal suite costs 
nearly £3,000 a night—appears to 
be tightening Us gastronomic belt. 
Just two years after the five-star 
hotel (footed on the site of the old 
St George* Hospital, its dining 
room is to be closed. 

No bookings are being taken in 
the New Year for the restaurant, 
where there were once hopes of at 
least one Michel in star. “The din¬ 
ing room is actually closing from 
the beginning of January." admits 
a receptionist. The hotel will, of 
course, continue to serve food in 



its more modest conservatory res¬ 
taurant, where brunch, afternoon 
teas and dance suppers are the 
staple fare. 

“It's a complete departure from 
what is expected in five-star hotels, 
but when guests come to London, 
th$y tend to eat out in all the 
goal restaurants in town." says a 
spokesman. “You do not stay in 
your hotel to eat- The hotel has 
nevertheless put on a special New 
°ner. food included: groups 
of 10 are being offered a two-night 
stay — for £16350 plus VaT. 

Pinned bishop 

SOPHIE RHYS-JONES may 
haw turned up for work as nor¬ 
mal, but for the Bishop of Dur¬ 
ham. it seems, there is definitely 
such a tiring as too much publicity. 
Yesterday, he was conspicuous by 
his silence. Both he and his press 
officer daughter Rebecca Jenkins 


were described as being “in hid¬ 
ing. They’re not speaking to the 
press today. The whole thing has 
reached saturation point” 

Qufte how long this welcome 
pre-Christmas purdah lasts re¬ 
mains to be seen, but there app¬ 
ears to be no chance of the low pro¬ 
file being made permanent. 
Jenkins is seeking a publisher for 
what he hopes will be the defini¬ 
tive work cm foe nation's mantis. 
He is looking for a literary agent to 
sell the book, which will hold Brit¬ 
ain's public institutions, particu¬ 
larly chinch and government up 
to scrutiny. 

Opinions, however, are split 
over whether Jenkins is the right 
man for foe job. Lord Healey 
believes that he is: “He is a good 
bishop —of course he has the au- 
thority to write about the Govern¬ 
ment" Lord St John of Fawsky. 
however, disagrees strongly. "I 
fear the worst. 1 hope he will in¬ 
clude the bishopric of Durham in 
his inquisition." 

• Bad news. The embargo on the 
Queen’s Christmas message has 
been broken. Not fjyThe Sun this 
time, bid by Quentin Crisp , the 
veteran gay odor who is deliver¬ 
ing an “Alternative Queen's Mess¬ 
age " on Channel 4. to coincide 
with the monarch's broadcast on 
the BBC. In contrast with the 
latter's patriotism. Crisp says he 
will urge viewers to “come to Amer¬ 


ica. ft is so nice — no one could 
say that about England”. That 
apart. Crisp can recall little of his 
chosen text. “/ said what thqy told 
to me to sayNothing like the 
original then. 


True grid 


YESTERDAY was the 80th anni¬ 
versary of the invention of the 
crossword, an occasion to which 
Die Daily Telegraph evidently at¬ 
tached great importance, having 
devoted most of page 4 to the story 
the day before. Unfortunate then, 
that the paper chose to celebrate 
by reprinting the same crossword 
that it printed a month ago. 

While readers were pleasantly 
surprised at finding the dues even 
easier than usual, the mood at the 
paper was one of irritation. Execu¬ 


tives were busy preparing an apol¬ 
ogy to run today. Deputy editor 
Trevor Grove blames “computer 
gremlins" for the mistake. As he 
somewhat cryptically admits: "I’ve 
no idea what gremlins are, but 

sod’s law is pretty infallible." Must 

be an anagram. 

Young pretender 

LAST week, John Redwood con¬ 
fessed a secret admiration for Mr 


Cruise O’Brien 


A weekend poll conducted by The 
Irish Independent in the Repub¬ 
lic of Ireland concerning the joint 
declaration of the two prime ministers 
shows some encouraging responses. 
Ninety-seven per cent of respondents 
say the IRA should now give up its cam¬ 
paign of violence; 3 per cent say no. 
Asked for their “preferred" solution, 70 
per cent favoured “a negotiated solution 
accommodating Unionists". Only 30 per 
cent plumped for a united Ireland. To 
the question “Would you be prepared to 
pay a higher level of tax to sustain a 
united Ireland?", the responses were: 28 
per cent yes, 71 per cent no. 

From these responses, one might 
reasonably infer that if the IRA contin¬ 
ues its violence it will be isolated- That 
inference, however, needs qualification, 
first of alL the poll reflects public 
opinion in the Republic, whereas the 
IRA's support is concentrated in the 
Catholic population of Northern Ire¬ 
land, where it is not likely to have been 
diminished by any joint declaration of 
the London and Dublin governments, 
neither of which enjoys foe confidence of 
the population in question. 

Second, there is no sign of the IRA 
abandoning its campaign of violence. 
The eve of the joint declaration saw the 
murders of two RUC men by the IRA. 
The following weekend the IRA claimed 
responsibility for a 5001b bomb in 
Deny, and this Monday there was sui 
IRA bomb attack on a British patrol, in 
which two soldiers were injured. 

The third consideration is the Hume- 
Adams factor (or the Adams-Hume 
factor, as the FRA calls ft. perhaps more 
accurately). Through Gerry Adams and 
then John Hume, the IRA has managed 
to establish its cosiest relationship with 
any Irish government since that of Jack 
Lynch, through that government's most 
powerful members, Neil Blaney and CJ. 
Haughey in 1969-70. That relationship 
lasted less than a year, and ended in 
dismissals and trials. Yet the damage 
done then has never been entirely re¬ 
paired. Thai sinister relationship return¬ 
ed, in a more insidious and plausible 
form, under Albert Reynolds, through a 
greatly respected intermediary In foe 
person of Mr Hume, and in the name of 
a “peace process”. The British govern¬ 
ment having established its own lines of 
communication with the ERA, and then 
lied about than, is in'no position to re¬ 
proach Dublin for its equivocal relations 
with the IRA. Both gover n ments have 
beat fishing in these murky waters. Fart 
of foe wording of the joint declaration 
was written to the IRA’s specification. 


Wi 



ty. So he will doubtless be disquiet¬ 
ed by a facetious finding among 
convivial parliamentary staff at 
the BBC- At the annual Christmas 
dinner for the corporation’s polit¬ 
ical staff, held at that louche Soho 
watering hole the Groucho Club 
the likes of Robin Oakley, John 
Sergeant and Jon Sopel fell to con¬ 
sidering which minister might 
best have played foe part of prime 
minister Francis Urquhart, in the 
television adaptation of Michael 
Dobbs’s To Play the King. 

Their post-repast ballot pro¬ 
duced the following result. Bot¬ 
tom of the list with one vote each 
were David Hunt, Richard Ryder 
Kenneth Clarke and Peter Lflley! 
Michael Portillo got two points 
and Michael Howard six. But top 
with right votes, was John Red¬ 
wood, secretary of state for the 
planet Vulcan. The result of the 
poll is conclusive, says an insider 
— strong drink had been taken. 


hat remains to be seen is 
whether foe declaration wfl] be 
foe high-water mark of the 
IRA'S influence, or whether the IRA will 
be able to continue to use the Hume- 
Adams system of communication to 
extend its power and perceived legitima- 

S '. If the latter happens, the response of 
e loyalist paramilitaries is not in 
doubt That way lies full-scale civil war. 
This is not inevitable. The Unionist re¬ 
sponse to foe declaration itself has been 
divided. The Official Unionists were 
clearly consulted in advance by John 
Major, and have welcomed parts of it. 
Ian Paisley’S denunciations have not 
been widely echoed. But if — as seems 
likely — the declaration does not bring 
an early end to the IRA violence, a reac¬ 
tion is certain to set in among foe Union¬ 
ist community: a reaction that will be 
dangerously intensified by further na¬ 
tionalist demands, arising from the dec¬ 
laration. such as Mr Adams's call for an 
amnesty for all prisoners. If any pri¬ 
soners are released withoui an unequiv¬ 
ocal end to foe violence, it will be seen 
that the IRA maintains an ascendancy 
over the two governments. 

If further deterioration is to be 
avoided, the Hume-Adams system will 
have to fall into abeyance, and foe two 
governments will have to take on both 
sets of paramilitaries. Part of Mr 
Reynolds'S statement at the weekend 
was deceptively reassuring. He indicat¬ 
ed that if the IRA 1 does not cease its 
violence, his government will have to 
take strong measures against it. By that 
he was at first understood to mean 
internment, but it now seems he doesn’t. 

Mr Hume and Mr Adams continue to 
meet Mr Adams, craftily, neither ao- 
cents nor rejects the declaration. He 
holds out hope of “a positive response" to 
it by the IRA, provided there are “clarifi¬ 
cations" and signs of an acceptable 
attitude on the part of the British Gov- 
emmenL The IRA has in mind “demo¬ 
cratic consultation" with its members 
through a series of “regional convert 
tions" culminating in a "national con¬ 
vention" which will be certain to call for 
turtner concessions. 

Thus foe IRA campaign can continue 
happily for months, in tandem with the 
peace process". Mr Adams himself 
would no doubt prefer nominal accep¬ 
tance of the joint declaration, with foe 
benefits that would offer to Sinn Fein- 
King seen to engage in dialogue with 
tne Government, the halo of peace, 
“cess to broadcasting. All that may or 
In , ragtime, the 
of *** Possibility of an 
response" seetTllke- 
Sum Fein/ * e IKA to make 
Progress. 
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era of estrangement 

John Major and Bill Clinton have fences to build 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

l Pennington Street London El 9 XX Telephone 071-782 5000 


idem-in-waiiine had ™i,L. nca s pres 

ar.d WhUehalf^V*" ffS 

suggestions that this was a deliberate sfofof 
AAern^uis office. Mr CXnSSSdSt 
attached little importance to the Tories’ in- 
votaneru in the Bush elector^ S5£ 
and even to Whitehall’s search of the files 

its breuh 1 hiS 0xf ° rd years ' Whlteha11 held 

^ A year on. Downing Street has exntainprf 
absence of a ChAnJiSSS? ta 
Washington from Mr Major’s diary by 
reference to the “recent” meeting between 
the two menilast July, at the Group of Seven 

5K™ m - . Tokyo - Britain is not on Mr 
uintons itinerary next month, when he 
makes his first visit io Europe as president 
"“23* sir ® e he will be here next June, for 
tne 50tn anruversay of the D-Day landings 
in Normandy. e 

Crisis, what crisis? There may be none, in 
the sense that the element of “personal 
chemistry" berween leaders matters less 
when two countries have well-rooted habits 
of close contact at official level and share a 
similar outlook on most, if not all. subjects. 

■* TTje British Government and the Clinton 
administration have fallen out, publicly and 
badly, over Bosnia: but there is broad 
strategic agreement in Washington and 
London on Gatt and Nato, the great trade 
and security questions of 1993. However 
absurd the French hysteria about an Anglo- 
Saxon conspiracy to subvert the European 
Exchange Mechanism and to exert an 


now between the US and Europe, especially 
Britain, it must be mended.” 

At such a disjunctive in transatlantic 
affairs, any British prime minister would 
attach considerable importance to ready 
access to the White House.lt is becoming 
painfully clear that Mr Major lacks this 
access. If Mr Clinton has forgiven the Tories’ 
bias towards Mr Bush in the presidential 
election, the men on his campaign team who 
now control the White House schedule have 
not. Harvard University is readier with an 
invitation for Mr Major than Mr Clinton; 
and even the transatlantic telephone rings 
only occasionally. 

Diplomatic wheels may suffice to handle 
such inherently manageable disagreements 
as air rights. On Ireland. Mr Clinton has 
proved more cautious than his campaign 
rhetoric. Overall. US relations with Britain 
are no worse than they are with Germany on 
strategic burden-sharing or with France on 
trade. But sympathetic contacts at the 
highest level have mattered much in the past 
in overcoming serious disagreements over 
Grenada, the European gas pipeline and 
Jeane Kirkpatrick’s pro-Argentine stance in 
the Falklands War. They matter now for 
mending Nam's rusting hinges. But London 
and Washington are further apart than they 
have been since Suez. 

Post-election uncertainties in Russia 
should underline, to both sides, the inadmis¬ 
sibility of this state of affairs. A stable, 
prosperous and peaceful Russia is of 
absolute importance in the world after the 
Cold War. The cooperative management of 
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Anglophone cultural imperium. the joke change for this crippled giant is hard to 
about two great nations divided by a single envisage without intensive collaboration 
language” is still only a joke. between America and Western Europe. If 

. Canton has shown a petulant reaching out to Mr Clinton requires a 
proclivity to compensate for foreign policy becoming British modesty over Balkan 


failures by picking bones publicly with 
America's European allies. Warren Christ¬ 
opher, his secretary of state, dismisses 
Western Europe’s “dominance" as a thing of 
the past In October, interviews they gave to 
&The Washington Post heralded, for Ameri¬ 
can commentators, an “era of estrange¬ 
ment". In London Lady Thatcher sounded 
the alarm, saying that, “Whatever is wrong 


between America and Western Europe. If 
reaching out to Mr Clinton requires a 
becoming British modesty over Balkan 
policy — and even if it requires some more 
explicit apology for meddling in American 
elections — Mr Major should look kindly on 
that most traditional of British dishes, 
humble pie. As for Mr Clinton, he needs 
some professionals to run his diary — and a 
secretary of state intent on bringing order to 
the jumble that passes for America’s foreign 
polity. 


ILLIBERAL DEMOCRATS 

An honourable and necessary exercise in political honesty 


Open government may be in the interests of 
the governed, but often acts against the int¬ 
erests of those in power. This is well 
understood by Conservatives, particularly 
those smarting at Lord Justice Scott’s 
intrusions into their practices. It was 
understood by Labour governments too; but 
a long period of opposition has given Labour 
politicians, at least publicly, more sympathy 
for the governed than for the government 
Now Liberal Democrats, after more than 
half a century of opposition, have discovered 
just how painful open government can be. 

When accusations of racism were made 
about leaflets distributed by local Liberal 
Democrats in Tower Hamlets, Paddy 
Ashdown did what any leader of a party de¬ 
dicated to open government ought to do: he 
set up an enquiry and promised to publish 
the report Labour too promises open gov- 
eminent: but when its candidate in the Mill- 
wall by-election leaked false canvass returns 
to the press, which helped to publicise the 
British National Party candidate, nothing 
was done in public. The party is not 
prepared to practise what it preaches. 

In the sordid world of party politics. 
La hour's sweeping of such affairs under the 
carpet may be the wiser course. Fbr there is 
no doubt that Lord Lesters report on the 
Liberal Democrats in Tower Hamlets will 
be damaging to the party. Not only, he says, 
did local councillors put out leaflets that 
exploited white residents’ resentments of 
Bangladeshis; but the party leadership, 

- despite having a fair idea of what was going 
on. failed to take appropriate action. 

What emerges even more strongly from 
Lord Lester’s thorough appraisal is the 


tension between so-called “pavement poli¬ 
tics’* and the national , game. Liberals have 
excelled at the fanner for decades; unlike the 
other two parties, they specialise in finding 
out what realty bothers local residents, 
however trivial, and .promising to put it 
right. The result may be oily a few more 
speed humps or a pelican crossing on a 
dangerous road; but that may well improve 
people’s , lives more immediately than any 
grand statement of ideology. 

Because local views are so diverse, lib¬ 
erals are often accused of being all tilings to 
all men. This will necessarily be the case 
when councillors are addressing in one part 
of the country the wishes of the comfortable 
middle dasses in Somerset, and in another, 
those of tiie deprived and unemployed in 
Liverpool. But in a party that is founded on a 
set of principles that include tolerance and 
social justice, thete must be some local dem¬ 
ands that a liberal should refuse to meet 

The Liberal Democrats have practised 
subsidiarity within their own party to what 
now looks like a dangerous extent Earlier 
intervention could have prevented this 
embarrassing episode. Mr Ashdown should 
now act on Lord Lester’s recommendations 
by expelling the councillors concerned and 
reviewing the procedures that allowed these 
leaflets to sfip through. 

In the short run, this whole affair wili tar 
the liberal Democrats with an image of rac¬ 
ism out of proportion to the offence. But in 
the long run, the centre party should emerge 
smelling more of honesty than hypocrisy. To 
see politicians prepared to act on a principle 
that does not serve their electoral advantage 
is as refreshing as it is rare. 


OUR BALKAN COUSINS 

The European Union will soon be in poor hands 


Greece has bragged that it is has particular 
strategic importance in a post-Tito world- In 
thus labouring its geographical point—that 
it is the only European Union state in the 
Balkans — Greece is guilty of inaccuracy'. It 
would be a better formulation of political 
and cultural verities to say that it is the only 
Balkan state in the European Union. 

On the first day of the new year, this 
Balkan state will ascend to the presidency of 
the Union. While this may be cause for 
rejoicing in Athens, it does not fill the other 
members with enthusiasm. Nor should it 
for Greece is the most badly run of all, a 
perpetual source of migraine to Brussels and 
the OECD. Sun. olive oil and yoghurt apart 
Greece is the least pleasant European 
country in which to live. Its rate of inflation 
is four times the European average and its 
national debt is 120 per cent of its GDP. It 
has die largest black economy in Europe, 
and tax evasion is an art form. The problem, 
however, is not one of money alone. 

In no other European democracy ts the 
level of political debate so impoverished. The 
last election was a shocking case in pomt. 


Chamber of Deputies on taking office, said 
that a major guideline of his foreign policy 
would be “to safeguard Hellenism from any 
attack”. In meddling in Albania, by raising 
unconstructive questions about ethnic 
Greeks in northern Epirus, Athens is 
fanning dangerous fires, to say nothing of 
laying the groundwork for an exodus. 

On Monday, seeking to renationahse 
Athens's buses by force, the government 
ordered riot police to storm a bus depotThis 
resulted in one man's death and injury to 
several others. Recent diplomatic setbacks 
on Macedonia might have dictated that a 
domestic show of strength was necessary to 
keep party ideologues sweet, but the heavy- 
handedness of method is janing. So, too. 
was the induction into the army, to head the 
general staff, of retired officers faithful to 
Pasok. This provoked an avalanche of 
resignations, including the country's entire 
military command structure. The value of 
Greece in any security arrangement is 
unlikely to be great 

In an action typical of a polity where party 
interest is equaled with national interest. 


Time to replace 
Arts Council? 

From Sir John Tooley and 
Sir John Burgh 

Sir. The heading to your Grist leader 
on December’7 was “The Arts Council 
needs a new start and fresh vision" 
Since (hen. the council has fortunately 
reneged on its ili-conceiwed policy for 
London orchestras, and Sir Peter Hall 
has called for "an entirely new init¬ 
iative from the Government both to 
preserve and to develop our arts” (let¬ 
ter. December H). 

One previous arts minister, Tim 
Renton, has advocated the abolition of 
the Arts Council; another, David Met¬ 
ier. wants a “dear-out" of the Arts 
Council: and Lord Rees-Mogg dis¬ 
missed Mr Renton's views because a 
greater role for government would 
leave the arts vulnerable to political 
whim and manipulation (report. Dec¬ 
ember 1QJ. The current situation is no 
longer tenable. So. what next? There is 
no agreement. 

Tinkering with the Arts Council will 
not restore its credibility and will 
continue to expose it to increasing 
arm-twisting by Whitehall. To abolish 
it, and make the Department of Nat¬ 
ional Heritage the arbiter of funding, 
would give excessive power to govern¬ 
ment, whose creature the arts would 
increasingly become. 

Sir, it is nearly SO years since the 
Arts Council was created. It has great 
achievements to its credit but society 
has changed: within it, education has 
changed — a crucially important fact¬ 
or for the arts, yet rarely considered 
with it due to the limited respective re¬ 
sponsibilities of the parent ministries. 

Despite inadequate fending, the 
Government professes support for the 
arts. It should then not allow the 
present situation to continue. To pro¬ 
vide a contemporary, relevant struc¬ 
ture and policy requires, we suggest, a 
royal commission or some other kind 
of public enquiry. 

Its recommendations should lead to 
the creation of a new body which en¬ 
joys the confidence of the arts com¬ 
munity and government and is able 
effectively to cope with current prob¬ 
lems, including the distribution of 
fends from the National Lottery. 

. The postwar achievements in the 
arts are immense. Sadly, they are now 
at risk and, in some instances, erod¬ 
ing. It is the responsibility of govern¬ 
ment to halt and reverse this trend 

Yours faithfully,. 

JOHN TOOLEY (General Director. 
Royal Opera House. 1970-8S), 

JOHN BURGH (Director-General. 
British Council, 198087), 

Trinity College, Oxford. 

December 20. 

From Mr A F. Liiley 

Sir, You ask in your leading article. 
“Sounds of retreat” (December 16), if 
“late good sense” might “save" the 
Arts Council. I ask why on earth 
should anyone, except perhaps its 
members, so desire? 

Surely this inept and incompetent 
body should be scrapped instantly, be¬ 
ing so obviously unfit to disburse 
taxpayers’ moneys. It costs millions of 
pounds a year—there must be a thou¬ 
sand better usages. 

I am. Sir, yours sinoerely. 

A F. ULLEY. 

Kingsdown Park House. 

Tankerton, Kent 


The season to soothe the suffering 


From Dr Diana B. Tyson 

Sir. The hardest time of the year is 
upon us again, when the lonely, the til, 
the dying, foe destitute are made to 
fed their suffering more keenly; what 
materialistic one-upmanship reaches 
ever dizzier heights; when countless 
people spend money they haven't got 
on gifts the recipients often neither 
need nor want; when families which 
normally rub along tolerably wed are 
driven so (sometimes lasting) family 
feuds through enforced togetherness: 
when the Samaritans’ phone lines sag 
under the strain; when a country in se¬ 
rious economic trouble doses down 
almost totally and vegetates for nearly 
a fortnight: when normal life becomes 
impossible because virtually all public 
and private institutions, including 
public transport, are dosed — in 
short. Christmas. 

How many people think but daren’t 
say because that’s socially unaccept¬ 
able: “111 be glad when ir*s over"? 

How often does the bright “Did you 
have a nice Christmas?” get an “Oh. 
quiet, you know“. which masks who 
knows what loneliness or despair 
which it is. again, socially unaccept¬ 
able to express? 

Why should people be forced into 


such false positions? It is tune to stop 
the senseless and insensitive social 
pressure and to behave rationally — 
and compassionately. Plenty of people 
are willing to work over the Christ¬ 
mas period, so that the nation — and 
individuals — can continue to func¬ 
tion. 

We can all pay attention, by phone, 
letter or visit, to the elderly, old or 
faraway friends, those in trouble; we 
can. and should, give to charity in¬ 
stead of joining the compulsory gift- 
giving madness; we can give the child¬ 
ren a good time without giving them 
the impression that the meaning of 
Christmas is measured in gliner and 
competitive opulence. 

We can allow those unable to have 
“traditional Christmas celebrations" 
the possibility of gening on with their 
lives with dignity and independence: 
and those or us who are Christians 
can. and should, in the stillness of our 
souls, honour the measureless won¬ 
der of someone who. all that time ago. 
was bom to save us and prepared to 
die to wash away our sins. 

Yours faithfully. 

DIANA B. TYSON. 

54 Ridgmoum Gardens. WC1. 
December 20. 


Democratic moves in Hong Kong 


The Macedonian question seems to have ftjMn*enu has postponed the privatisation 
produced a nation-wide impairment of of OTE, the national 
critical faculties and an outbreak of simplis- company, denying his starved economy of 
tic panheUenism. Prime Minister Andreas over £1 billion m revenue. This is not 
Papandreou, in his formal address to the responsible government. 


On a peaceful note 

From Mr Maurice Pitman 

Sir. Your issue today surely included 
enough good news to please Martyn 
Lewis of the BBC — the Anglo-Irish 
and Gatr accords,' and even the Arts 
Council's backing off from its plan to 
wish a happy Christmas to all the 
London orchestras, except two. by set¬ 
ting up a super-orchestra, for which 
support seemed limited to a tiny and 
silent minority. Let us therefore give 
thanks to Sir Leonard Hoffmann, 
who was asked to assess the orches¬ 
tras’ futures, that the debut of this 
hybrid (presumably to be called the 
Royal London Phtiharmonia) has 
been delayed indefinitely. 

Let us also wish longevity to the 
excellent Phflharmonia, LPO and 
RPO and a happy Christinas to nil 
their sponsors, except one. These and 
the other UK orchestras would seem 
fitting beneficiaries of the new peace 
dividend that Ulster could provide, to 
enhance the quality of Life in the pro¬ 
vince and elsewhere. 

Yours etc, 

MAURICE PITMAN. 

Whistledown, North End, 

Bath. Avon. 

December 16. 


St Benedict's bush 

From Dr John Doherty 

Sir, St Benedict founded his first 
monastery, and thus Western monas- 
tidsro, not at Monte Cassino but at 
Subiaco. where he used to lie down on 
a bramble bush to mortify his flesh 
("Is religion a healthy habit?", Body 
and Mind. December 14). 

What effect this had on his health is 
not known but it worked wonders for 
die bush, which survived for centuries 
until St Francis miraculously changed 
it into a rose tree, which blooms to this 
day. 

Yours faithfully, 

JOHN DOHERTY, 

Medical Service, 

International Atomic Energy Agency, 
Wagramerstrasse 5, 

A-1400 Vienna. 

December 16. 


From Mr Ian Wotherspoon 

Sir, At the foreign affairs committee 
on December 8 1 report and Bernard 
Levin article. December ICQ, Sir Percy 
Cradock was at pains to highlight ad¬ 
verse Chinese perceptions of current 
proposals to reinforce democracy in 
Hong Kong. He was less than con¬ 
vincing when asked to comment on 
the views of Hong Kong people. 

Those who work in foe public sec¬ 
tor in Hong Kong believe meaningfel 
implementation of foe arrangements 
for democracy enshrined in me Joint 
Declaration is essential to the rule of 
law. These arrangements will help to 
make Hong Kong a fairer and more 
open society and ensure thar rights 
and freedoms are sustained. 

Far from being dangerous or reck¬ 
less as Sir Percy suggests. Governor 
Patten’S modest proposals for elec¬ 
toral reform are worth holding out 
ion they deserve the support of all 
those, whether in London or Peking, 
who purport to understand and reflect 
foe aspirations of Hong Kong people. 

Yours faithfully, 

IAN WOTHERSPOON (Secretary). 
HM Overseas C5vfl Service 
Association, 

31st Floor. Revenue Tower. 

5 Gloucester Road, 

Wanchai. Hong Kong. 


Challenged indeed 

From the Registrar of 
the University of Otago 
Sir, We are intrigued to note that John 
Patten chose to open his Times essay 
(December 6 ), entitled (earlier edi¬ 
tions) “Why degree of quality is es¬ 
sential", with a reference, albeit 
misinformed, to the University of Ota¬ 
go, in New Zealand. At Otago, says 
Patten, “courses are being offered to 
foe ‘intellectually challenged’. Open¬ 
ing the doors of universities to all and 
sundry is one way of growing a higher 
education sector". 

White we are delighted to have 
caught foe eye of foe Education Secre¬ 
tary from even further away than he 
thinks — it is, in fact, 13,000 miles 
from Westminster to foe city of Dun¬ 
edin — we are at a loss to understand 
the import of his claim. Possibly he is 
referring to Otago’s adherence to a 
policy of granting a place to those 
actually qualified to enrol 
The University of Otago adheres 
rigidly to foe entrance standards set 
and controlled by foe New Zealand 
Qualifications Authority. 

There has never been the slightest 
suggestion that courses at foe Univer¬ 
sity of Otago are “open to all and 
sundry". Perhaps foe minister's 

Running the lottery 

From Professor George Teeling Smith 

Sir. lord Young’s advocacy for his 
bid. with Richard Branson, to run the 
National Lottery as a charity (letter, 
December 16) may appear superficial¬ 
ly convincing, but their proposal has 
its dangers. 

There would be no problem as long 
as their energy and expertise were 
available. But subsequently the lottery 
could fail into the hands of a well- 
meaning but less competent charit¬ 
able committee. 

Without foe management discipline 
of a profit motive for the organisers, 
charities and not-for-profit organis¬ 
ations can sometimes become surpris¬ 
ingly inefficient. 

Yours faithfully, 

GEORGE TEELING SMITH, 

65 Casfelnaii, Barnes. SW13. 

December 16. 

From Mrs S. E. Robertson 

Sir, Richard Branson should offer to 
run the Government, which is at pres¬ 
ent in charge of our biggest “lottery" 
(letters. December 16). That way "hun¬ 
dreds of millions of pounds extra 
would goto good causes” (repot Dec¬ 
ember 14). He would have my vote. 

Yours faithfully. 

S. E. ROBERTSON, 

Laricsfield, 

English Bicknor, Gloucestershire. 
December 16. 


From Mr R. C. Clarke 

Sir. Bernard Levin says that Sir Percy 
Cradock “is just wrong-. Those who. 
like myself, have lived and worked in 
Hong Kong over almost 50years, may 
consider that Mr Levin, when he 
writes on Hong Kong, is just ignorant. 

A smooth transition of sovereignty 
in 1997 and continued economic devel¬ 
opment essential to Hong Kong’s fut¬ 
ure wellbeing are being placed in jeo¬ 
pardy by untimely proposals. As Bar¬ 
oness Dunn, foe senior Chinese mem¬ 
ber of the Executive Council, in Lon¬ 
don last month (report. November 11), 
said, partnership with China was al¬ 
ready a fact of life. 

Bernard Levin concludes foal it is 
foe British government's “moral 
duty” to “give the people of Hong 
Kong a lifeline... a right of national¬ 
ity ... or... a British-organised glob¬ 
al asylum". 

This will have little appeal in Hong 
Kong, where foe six million people 
have foe confidence founded on their 
own past achievements to face 
change. But, like Sir Percy, they seek 
consensus rather than confrontation. 

Yours faithfully. 

RICHARD CLARKE. 

Sunflower Cottage. little London. 
Lechlade, Gloucestershire. 

December 10. 


informant has been misled by foe use, 
in informational material, of foe 
phrase “open entry". 

in foe New Zealand context this is 
well understood to mean that there 
are no restrictions on places provided 
the applicant has attained an entrance 
qualification. At Otago this policy is 
applied to general courses — human¬ 
ities. sciences and commerce — but 
not to specialised courses such as 
medicine, pharmacy and dentistry, 
where admission is competitive and 
determined according to academic 
criteria. 

While we have no doubt that our 
courses are intellectually challenging, 
we have never chosen to use the 
phrase the minister attributes to us, 
“intellectually challenged", to describe 
any of our students. 

Our degrees and foe quality of our 
research are well known in the 
academic world, as those several 
hundred of our graduates living and 
working in foe United Kingdom will 
affirm. 

Yours etc. 

D. W. GIRVAN, 

Registrar. 

University of Otago, 

PO Box 56, Dunedin. New Zealand. 
December 16. 


Below stairs 

From Mrs Anne Thomas 

Sir. The voluntary stewards of St 
George's Chapel. Windsor Castle, 
mostly retired people, have been told 
that in future they will most probably 
be unable to park their cars in the 
castle precincts (so must pay in one of 
Windsor's public car parks). 

However, they have been awarded 
one concession: provided that they are 
on duty in St George’s Chapel all day 
(that is. from 10am io 4pm) they are 
permitted to eat their sandwiches and 
drink from their vacuum flasks in the 
castle dungeon. 

Yours etc. 

ANNE THOMAS. 

Te Kura. 3 The Drive. 

Datchet, Berkshire. 


Angels in art 

From the Vicar of Corley, 

Henton and Wookey 

Sir. If angels did not become female 
until the 19th century (letter, Decem¬ 
ber 14), how are the 11 delightful 
winged ladies featured in the Wflton 
Diptych, c.1395, the subject of a special 
exhibition in the National Gallery this 
year, to be explained? 

Yours faithfully. 

BINDON PLOWMAN. 

The Vicarage. Vicarage Lane, 
Wookey, Wells, Somerset 


Balancing books 
in film industry 

From Mrs Anne Jacke! 

Sir. Your report (December 14) on the 
world trade talks dies a French taxon 
foreign films and a sum of $350 mil¬ 
lion raised, in Hollywood's view, to 
subsidise French cinema. 

Prance could just as well be accused 
of “subsidising" American movies 
since many copies of US films distrib¬ 
uted in France are financed by foe 
CNC (Centre National de la Cirte- 
matographie). It is responsible for 
raising and collecting the $350 million 
mentioned- 

Yours faithfully, 

ANNEJACKEL. 

University of the West 
of England. Bristol. 

Faculty of Languages 
and European Studies. 

Coldharbour Lane. Bristol. 

December 14. 

From Mr Tim Mugford 

Sir. Charles Bremner is critical of the 
French government’s li percent ticket 
tax on foe film industry f Where did 
French films go wrong?". December 
10 ). I am pleased to say that members 
of this society have, no doubt as a 
result of this same tax, benefited 
recently by seeing those brilliant 
French films. Delicatessen, Les Am- 
ants du Pont Neuf and Life and Noth¬ 
ing But, to mention but three. 

It would be nice to feel that such a 
large proportion of ticket sates in Brit¬ 
ain found its way back into film 
production. 

Yours faithfully, 

TIM MUGFORD (Chairman, 

Stroud and District Film Society), 
Smkescroft. Cossack Square, 
Naflsworth, Gloucestershire, 

From MrS. P. Hodson Pressinger 

Sir. Europe’s success in defending her 
individual culture from the American 
influence in audio-visual trade owes 
much to our French partners, whose 
tenacity was nothing less than heroic. 
However, apart from cultural consid¬ 
erations. could this success be yet 
another subtle attempt to forestall 
English becoming foe lingua franca of 
the European Union? 

Yours sincerely, 

S. P. HODSON PRESSINGER, 

4 Lyall Street, SWi. 

From Mr A. P. Pavel in 

Sir, Sir Anthony Meyer (letter. Deo 
ember 9) highlights foe blatant dis¬ 
crimination against non-Hollywood 
films practised by most British cine¬ 
mas. That they are operating against 
foeir own commercial interest is indic¬ 
ated by the UK box-office figures far 
the weekend of December 3-5. 

Of the 15 top-grossing films, 12 are 
American. However, if foe takings for 
each film are divided by the number 
of screens ar which it is being shown, 
the three non-American films are aO 
in the top four for average takings per 
screen. 

The Remains of the Dav (British) 
took £13.200 per screen. The Hawk 
(British) tSjOO, and The Piano 
(Australfan/Rrench) £2.000. Of foe 
American films on lyAladdin, with an 
average £4,800 per screen, reached 
foe top four. 

It is ludicrous that trash like 
Demolition Man should be screened 
at 66 times as many venues as The Re¬ 
mains of the Day (266 compared with 
four) and significant that the latter 
took right times as much per screen. 

Yours faithfully. 

ALANPAVEUN, 

272 Leesons Hi V. Chislehurst, Kent. 

From Mr Leon Drucker 

Sir, If Sir Anthony Meyer wants a film 
repertoire embracing the whole hist¬ 
ory of talkies and beyond he should 
stay at home and watch television, 
especially Channel 4 an any weekday 
afternoon, and currently BBC2. offer¬ 
ing a triple bin of movies, which I 
doubt he wilJ remember seeing before, 
every morning from 6.45am. 

Channel 4*s recent WQl Hay season 
on Tuesday afternoons was a partic¬ 
ular delight, as were the Powefl- 
Pressburger classics, including a 
chance to revalue A Canterbury Tale 
in the past month. 

I suppose it is unfortunate that the 
National Film Theatre is quite super¬ 
fluous io my requirements, and I 
haven’t been inside a cinema since 
1981. It was An American Werewolf in 
London that helped me lack the habit 
for good. 

Yours truly. 

LEON DRUCKER. 

25 Dicey Avenue, NW2. 

December 9. 


Degrees of faith 

From the Reverend J. F. Redvers 
Harris 

Sir, When an archdeacon restates the 
Church's teaching he is an eccentric, 
but when a bishop denies it he is 
thoughtfully provocative. liberalism 
is delightful in her toleration — 
provided you are with the tide. 

Yours faithfully. 

JONATHAN REDVERS HARRIS. 

2 The White House. 

The Cathedral Green. 

LUmdaff. South Glamorgan. 

With foe postal delays that often 
occur at this time of year, it is useful 

where possible, for letters to be faxed 

to 071-782 5046. Please give contact 
telephone numbers. 
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COURT CIRCULAR 


CLARENCE HOUSE 
December 21: Tbe Lady Angela 
Oswald has succeeded the Lady 
Margaret Colville as Lady-in- 
Waiting to Queen Elizabdh The 
Queen Mother. 

ST JAMES'S PALACE 
December 21: The Pnnce ofWaks. 
Patron, Macmillaii Nurse Appeal 
this evening attended the 
Gloucestershire Macmillan Can¬ 
cer Senders Christmas Concert at 
Tetbury Parish Church and was 
received by Ho - Majesty's Lord 


Anniversaries 

BIRTHS: Jean Henri Fabre, natu¬ 
ralist, Si-Ltons, Fra nce. 1823 ; 
Giacomo Puccini, composer, 
t ^ i rfii, Italy. 1858: Edwin Arlington 
Robinson, poet. Head Tide. 
Maine. 186% Edgar Vartse, com¬ 
poser. Paris, 1883. 

DEATHS: Due de Sully, soldier 
and statesman. ViUebon. France, 
1641: William Hyde Wollaston, 
physician, London. 1828: George 
Flint , novelist, London, 1880; 
Dwight Moody, evangelist. North- 
field, Massachusetts. 1899: Baron 
Richard von Krafft-Ebing. neuro- 
psychiatrist, Graz. 1902; Na¬ 
thanael West, novelist, El Cento, 
California. 1940; Beatrix Potter, 
children's writer, Sawrey. Lan¬ 
cashire, 1943; Harry Langdon, 
silent film star, California, 1944. 
Alfred Dreyfus, a French army 
officer, was imprisoned on Devil’s 
Island on a charge of espionage, 
later proved false; 1895. 

The 70mph speed limit was intro¬ 
duced in Britain. 1965. 

Birthdays today 

Air Chief Marshal Sir John Aiken, 
72; Mr James Burke, broadcaster, 
57; Dr Alan Bush, composer, 
conductor and pianist. 93; Vis¬ 
count Davidson, 65; Mr Noel 
Edmonds, broadcaster. 45; Mr 
Maurice Gibb and Mr Robin 
Gibb, singers. 44; Miss Patricia 
Hayes, actress. 84; Mrs Karin 
Janzen, sculptor, 79: Dr Judith 
McClure, headmistress, St 
George’s School Edinburgh. 48; 
Mr Trefor Morris, HM Chief 
Inspector of Constabulary. 59; Mr 
Chris Old. cricketer. 45; the Rev 
Lord Sandfoni 73; Lord Stott. 84; 
the Duke of Westminster. 42; 
Colonel W.H. Whitbread, brewer, 
93; Mr Ken Whitmore, playwright, 
54; Sir Peregrine Worsthoroe, 
journalist. 70. 

Today's royal 
engagement 

The Prince of Wales will open the 
new Provision Warehouse at Con¬ 
cord Road. Paichway. Bristol at 
2 . 00 . 


Hordle House 
School 

The Governors of Hordte House 
School have appointed Mr Henry 
Phillips. BA, as Headmaster, to 
succeed Mr John Vernon. MA. on 
his retirement in the Summer of 
1994. Mr Phillips is currently 
Assistant Headmaster of Summer 
Fields School. Oxford. 

University news 

Bath 

Promotions 

Dr Son. KolBCtkowsld. Chemical 
Engineering, and Mr Roger Bowles. 
Social Sciences, both Senior 
Lecturers, to be Readers. 


Lieutenant for Gloucestershire 
[Mr Henry Ehres}. ' 

Commander Robert Eraser RN 
was in attendance. 

YORK HOUSE 
ST JAMES'S PALACE 
December 21: The Duke of Kent, 
Colonel, Sens Guards, and Pa¬ 
tron, ALP 4000, today received 
Lieutenant Colonel Timothy 
Spicer. Scots Guards, and mem¬ 
bers of (he ALP 4000 Climbing 
Team. 


Royal Navy and 
Royal Marines 
promotions 

The provisional selections for 
promotions effective an December 
31 announced last June, for oEccts 
of the Rqyal Navy, Royal Marines 
and Women's Royal Naval Service 
are confirmed. 

The following provisional selec¬ 
tions have been marie for promo¬ 
tion to date June 30,1994. The early 
promotions to Lieutenant Com¬ 
mander are effective on tbe dates 
shown: 

Seaman 

CAPTAIN: R A de S CosbyiDR Cusc H 
Keay; T J Barron; M 5 Williams; D G 
snelson; A J D Somerville: R P 
Bofsster. 


Honors; r a huicu 

J R G Drummond: J J D Cute M Retd; J 
1 Humphreys; N s Westwood: a K Ross: 
M K RothweU; I D AHhur: M E Ftnney: 
M P Mansergtu IB wllUams; B R 
Archibald; g M Zambeilas J H J 
Gower; KWlnstanky. 

LIEUTENANT COMMANDER - 
Promoted 6 months earty: P A 
McAlplne fecr aus i. 199ft S r 
M cQuaker (efl Auel. 1994); S P Porter 

g ISept 1.19941TT J LWltUamsonjefT 
a 1.1994}; ccc Johnstone left Dec 
l. 1994L 
Engineering 

CAPTAIN: R A S Turner M J Holmes N 
J Pearson; D L wamett D J Maclean. 
COMMANDER: M A LFtSheg KAF0K 
PEN Brodcwell; C m Usbome; I J 


Rowell; S J Ucmk S I 
Baldwin: M W b Shaw. 


LIEUTENANT COMMANDER - Prom¬ 
oted 12 months earty: M S Harrison 
(efl Jan 1.1994); H HParker (eff Jan l. 
1994). 

LIEUTENANT COMMANDER - Prora- 
owl 6 months earty: MKT Westwood 
(jefl JuJjj l, 1994): Dc Monltt lefl Aug 

Supply and Secretariat 
CAPTAIN: K Rldland; J L williams. 
COMMANDER: S N Cooper: A R 
Fonytlu DT Nelson: s RLCbelton; G K 
Clarice. 

LIEUTENANT COMMANDER - Prom¬ 
oted 6 months early: a C Jameson (efl 
Nov 1.1994). 
instructor 

CAPTAIN; L P Bro kens hire. 
COMMANDER: S B Cnunpln; C S 
Christie. 

Nan-speetaBrt officers 
COMMANDER: S L Bennett. 

Medial 

SURGEON CAPTAIN: D A Cunning 
ham; T H Shepherd. 

SURGEON COMMANDER: P J S 
NlchoU A B Baker. S L HOdklnson; C 
PIpldmTJW Spalding. 

.Denial 

SURGEON COMMANDER TO C R 
Prlestland- 

Rqyal Marines 
COLONEL: A M Mason. 

LIEUTENANT COLONEL: B P W 
Radford: M P Kttchcodc N E Pounds. 
MAJOR C J A Beadotu s J Hughes; R B 
Lovelock; S R Wilson; S R 
wotbenpoon: m k Taylor. 

Royal Naval Reserve and Queen 
Alexandra’s Royal Naval 
Nursing Service (Reserve) 

The {allowing provisional selec¬ 
tions have been made for promo¬ 
tion to dale March 31,1994: 




Forthcoming 
marriages - 


Jenny Seagrove hosting a celebrity tie auction in London yesterday in aid of Crisis at Christmas. Among donors were 
Clive Anderson, Gary Lineker and Chris Tarrant The actress came face to face with the homelessness issue when a 
tramp wandered uninvited into proceedings. Ms Seagrove gave him a £5 note and advice cm winter shelter 


Council shuns power museum 


SUPERINTENDING NURSING 
OFFICERS: S D Alford; CJ M Payne. 


AS FOWERGEN prepares to 
demolish a disused outer 
London power statical, cam¬ 
paigners are mounting a last- 
ditch effort to have the 
building preserved as a muse¬ 
um of power. 

The fate of Kingston power 
station, a vast brick pQe on the 
banks of die Thames, has split 
local opinion between those 
who regard it as -an ugly 
monstrosity and a small but 
determined minority who 
claim it represents a unique 
piece of industrial heritage. As 
with its grander—but equally 
redundant — counterparts 
downriver, Bankside and Bat¬ 
tersea. the structure has in¬ 
spired strong passions. 

In a two-year campaign, the 
Kingston Power Station Pres¬ 
ervation Trust has won back¬ 
ing from English Heritage 
and the Science Museum for 
proposals to revive the budd¬ 
ing as a museum telling the 
history of power production. 

Kingston council, however, 
is convinced the building, 
opened in 1947, is beyond 
redemption. “They told us it 
was an alien induitriai feature 
more appropriate to the indus¬ 
trial north," says David 
Iindsley. an engineer who 
heads the preservation trust 

Peter Bridger, vice-chair¬ 
man of the council's planning 
committee, says: “Give me a 
hammer and I’d be happy to 
start knocking the place down 
myself. " 

Unlike Battersea or Bank- 


By John Bungey 

side, no one claims much 
architectural merit for Kings¬ 
ton. which closed in 1980. Mr 
Iindsley argues, however, 
that die site is unique. A post¬ 
war power station built to a 
prewar design it contains, he 
says, the last surviving exam¬ 
ples of same early generating 
technology. A report from the 
Science Museum this summer 
backed the preservation case. 

Mr Iindsley says: “Pm 
convinced a museum of power 
is something the public would 
be interested in. People are 
aware of environmental prob¬ 
lems like add rain but not how 
they may be contributing ev¬ 
ery time they turn on a 


switch.” He cites a museum on 
the theme in Sydney that 
attracts two million visitors a 
year. 

Council leaders think differ¬ 
ently. “We are a careful Con¬ 
servative administration and 
we believe in living in the real 
world." Mr Bridger says. 

PowerGen, also unmoved, 
intends to begin demolition in 
the summer. It is a prospect 
that depresses Mr Iindsley. 
doubly so as 1993 is Industrial 
Heritage Year. “PowerGen tdl 
me the building is unsuitable 
because it was never designed 
for public access: wefl nor 
were Windsor Castle or HMS 
Belfast," he says. 
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Church news 

The Rev Godfrey Hafi, Head¬ 
master. Prebends! School (Chkh- 
esttr): to be Prebend of Highklgh 
and Canon of Chichester 
Cathedral. 

The Rev Dr Richard Harper, sub¬ 
warden. St Michael's College. 
Ilandaffi to be Rector, St Leon- 
ards-on-Sea Christ Church and St 
Maiy Magdalen (Ctfcbema). 

The Rev David Hawthorn, Assis¬ 
tant Curate, Holy Trinity. Hartle¬ 
pool: to be Assistant Curate, All 
Saints. Middlesbrough (York). 

The Rev Derek Hooper, Rector. 
Wringtoii w Btdcombe: to be also 
Prebendary of East Harptxee (Bath 
and Wells). 

Tbe Rev Alwyn Jones. Curate; 
Acton Green (London): to 
Langport Area Team Ministry 
(Bath and Wells). 


Dinner 

Turners* Company 
The Lord Mayor and the Sheriffs 
were the guests of honour at a 
dinner given by the Masts 1 and 
Wardens of the Turners’ Company 
last night at Apothecaries - Hatt. 
Mr P.F.W. Venn. Master, presided 
and pies i aa ed the Lord Mayor 
with a silver-embellished mazer 
turned in maple. Tbe other 
speaker were tbe Lord Mayor, Mr 
A.C. Hamilton. Upper Waitim, 
and Mr WJL Treen. 128 Reclaim 
Company REME (Vohmteers) pro¬ 
vided the guard erf honour and 
were presented with the Turners’ 
Shield. 


LHU&Cl, . 

Deputy lieutenants Tripp** 

The fallowing have been appointed xwdazQ 
Deputy Lieutenants for Mersey- other c 

Side: inrhvfe- 


Kingston power station: facing demolition next year 



MrG.M. 

■imI Mia S- HafflflWfrC 1 ** 50 *, 

and Sophie,^ 
and Mrs Philip 

Grierson, of Fitlundie. Ross-shire. 
E liptrt lieutenant AJ. BoP 
and Miss VJ. Walker 
Tbe engagement 
between Anthony. 
and Mrs John Bull, 

Sussex and Vanessa, daughter of 
Mr and Mis Michad Walker, of 
Geneva, Switzerland. 

Mr PJLS. Dow 

and Miss A.P. Badshoose _ 

Tbe engagement is aniwuncea 
between Peer. son of 
WSftom Dow, of Canforo Unis, 
Dorset and Alison, wet 

daughter of Mr and Mrs Bernard 
Backhouse, of Scartjorough, North 
Yorkshire. 

Mr WJA. Gordon 
and Miss S.E. Judges 
The engagement is announced 
between Jeremy, eldest son of Mr 
AD. Garden, of London, WT, and 
Mrs J J* Woodley, of Wincanton. 
Somerset, and Susan, daughter <rf 
Mr and Mrs R.E. Judges, of 
Torquay, Devon. 

Dr S. Gorman 
and Dr $. Swift 

Tbe engagement is announced 
between sfiaun, son of Mr and 
Mis Les Gorman, of Skelton. 
Cleveland, and Sarah, daughter of 
Mr and Mrs Peter Swift, of 
Bramhope. Leeds. 

Mr GLM. Gould 
and Miss PJ. Bridge 
The engagement is announced 
between Gary, son of Mr and Mrs 
wniiflin Gould, of Horsham. West 
Sussex, and Philippa, elder 
daughter of Mr and Mis John 
Bridge, of Rochdale, lancashire- 

Mr D.CA Green 
and Miss AJL Fleming 

The engagement is announced 
between Duncan, youngest son of 
Mr and Mrs Gavin Green, of 
Quinta Rob MbL Portugal and 
Alison, driest daughter of Mr and 
Mrs Makohn Fleming, of 
Singapore. 

Mr S. Hacking 
and Miss S.L. Thorpe 
The engagement is a-onmnwri 
between Simon, youngest son of 
Mr and Mrs G.R. Hacking, of 
SSksuxK. South Yorkshire, and 
Sarah, elder daughter of Mr and 
Mrs G.W. Thorpe, of Low 
Grantiey. North Yorkshire 

Mr RA. Montana 
and Miss SJM- Mather 
The en gagement is announced 
between Richard, eldest son of 
Co mm ander and MA JAC. 
Mouison. of Lovedean. Hamp¬ 
shire, and Sarah, daughter of Dr 
and Mrs JJ. Mather, of HtchfiekL 
Hampshire. 

Mr PJA Nimmo 
and Mas MJ. Flowers . 

Tbe engagement is announced 
between Piers, younger son of Mr 
and Mis Derek Nfenno. of 
Kensington. London, and Marina, 
younger daughter of Mr and Mis 
Michaei Flowers, of Bristol 


Latest wills 

Major Austin Wilkinson Trippioc, 
MC, retd, of Narden. Rochdale, 
Greater Manchester, former stock¬ 
broker, and father of Sir David 
Trippier, former MP far Rossen- 
dale and Daiwen, left estate val¬ 
ued at £180,096 net - 
Other estates (net before tax) 
indude: 

Mr Thomas Morphy, of High 

Wray, Cambria-£614*319 

Mr Alfred Victor MurrcR of 

Horsham, West Sussex £597,239 


m a.D- Rayixmld 
and Dr E-C. Vaux 
The engagement is 
hptween Adrian, son of Mr and 
Mrs Harold RayboukL of ftdgdy. 
West Midlands, and Emma, 
hunger daughter of Dr and Mrs 
Hugh Vaux. of Otftam, KenL 
Mr N.D.W. Thomas 

and Mies HJ. _, 

The engagement is announced 
between Nicholas, son of Mr ana 
Mrs Jack Thomas, and Helen, 
elder daughter of the late the Rev 
Brian and Mrs Jean HJndky. both 
of Bebington. Wirral- 
Mr GM.C. Wfltiams 
and Miss R-M. Chadboarn 
The engagement is announced 
between Christopher, elder son of 
Mr and Mrs N.G Williams, of 
Llangwm. GweiL and Romifiy. « 
younger daughter of Mr and Mrs 
K.H- Chadbtxtra ofTYait, Dorset. 

Marriages 

Tbe Hon Nicholas Soames. MP, 

and Miss S.M. Smith 

The Prince of Wales attended the 

marriage yesterday at the Ouwdi 

of Si John the Baptist, shottes- 
brooke, Berkshire of the Hera 
Nicholas Soames, MP, eldest son 
of the late Lord Soames and of 
Lady Soames, to Miss Serena 
Smith, dder daughter of Sir John 
and Lady Smith. The Rev Tony 
Coulson officiated. 

Tbe bride, who was given in 
marriage by her father, waf af- 
tended by Sophia Adcrpyd, Mat¬ 
thew Smith and Archie Soames. 

The Hon Jeremy Soames was best £,. 
man. 

A reception was held ar the home 
of the bride and the honeymoon 
will be spent abroad. 

Mr G.E. Applegate 
and Miss S.H. Rosenfdd 
The marriage took place on Sat¬ 
urday. December 18. in Trow¬ 
bridge, between George, son of Mr 

and Mrs Frank Applegate, and 
Susan, daug hter of Mr Frank 
Rosenfeki and the late Mrs Sara 
RosenfckL 
Mr P.H. Gibb 
and Miss M. Gwyon 
The marriage took place on Sat¬ 
urday. December 4, in Johannes¬ 
burg, of Mr Peter Gibb, dder son 
of wing Commander and Mrs 
Ralph Gibb, of Cranwefi, Lincoln¬ 
shire, and Miss Maria Gwyon. 
younger daughter of the late Mr 
Granville Gwyon and of Mrs a?. 
Olive Gwydn of Trehafod, Mid^ 
Glamorgan. 

MrOJM.Tmeock 
and MraVJXA. D'Eathe 
The marriage took place on Tues¬ 
day, December 21, 1993. at St 
Anne’s Church, Nassau, Ba¬ 
hamas. of Mark, son of the late 
Commander Bernard Tancock, 

RN. and Mrs 'Hancock, and 
Vanessa, daughter of foe late 
Surgeon-Commander Jan Stede- 
Perkins. RN, and Mrs Steele- 
Rsdtins. Canon John Pugh 
officiated. 

The bride, who was given away 
by her son. Robert D"Eith. was 
attended by Victoria Tkncock and 
Sara D’Eathe Marcus Tancock 
was best man 

A reception was held at the 
Royal Nassau Sailing Chib. 


Mr Geoffrey Percy Thomas Pea¬ 
cock. of Litdeport. Cambridge¬ 
shire-£1.281,940 

Mrs Sarah Robson, of Morpeth. 

Northumberland-£539,014 

Mrs Shirley Margaret Rowky. of 
Oakham. Leicestershire £1,120.567 
Mr Roy Wdton, of Woolley, West 

Yorksshire-£1.097.693 

Mr George James Barnett, of 

Bretby, Derbyshire-£777,709 

Mr Francis Henry Aircy, of 

Trawrfen, Lancashire_£591,228 

Mr Cyril Robert Christie, of Em- 
mer Green, Berkshire £609,096 


TRADE: 071 481 1982 
PRIVATE: 071 481 4000 


PERSONAL COLUMN 


FAX: 071 481 9313 
FAX: 071 782 7828 


Let ttte hen von praise yaar 
wooden. U>r<t let the assan- 
. My of (he aneob salt yaw 1 
lUtNntaoB. Psalm 89 : 8 
WEB) 


BIRTHS 


Decetnoer 17m. to Rose (n6e 
Fanshawe) and Martin, a 
son. Patrick, a brottwr for 
Edward. 

BRAY- On ITOi Pecc ntb er. to 
Sarah tote Baarawen) and 
J«remy. a drateiter. 
Susannah Non. a sister fW 
Alice and EteOy. 

CHWEWAN - Graham and 
Stephanie are de U QMed to 
announce toe Mrth or their 
son Cameron, a towaiy 
hroowr for MKhaeta. Born 
on Decrmner am. 

DAWTOH - On I9Ql 
December 1993. at Tbe 
Chelsea Wesontnster 

HnsptiaL u Caroline and 
Anthony, a son John 
AMhony, a brother nr 

wnuam alee e ml w■ 

FORD - On December l7Th to 
Carolyn usfe Prince) and 
McIxAb. a daughter. 
GaCrtctia. a slater for Peter. 
Alexander and EdwatL 

G I B S ON - To Sandy and 
DavM In Hong Kong on 2m 
December a son. Fdlx 
James. Brother far Morgan. 
Ragr and Fraser. 

KOPtOKS - On OennftMr 
20th. to Kate and Jeremy, a 
beautiful daughter Oeonla 
□Uaneai. 

JARVIS • On Dece mb er 20tti 
at Queen Charioctete htwpdal 
(o sajy and John, a 
daughter. Daisy TatXDia a 


BIRTHS 


WOOD - On December iaa 
1993 to Sophie (nte 
ftOddlemas) and Mark, a son. 
Fabian Alexander. 


MARRIAGES _ 

marriage took place on 
December nth u a*. 
Oswalds Church. Backford. 
Chester between Mr Donaiic 
Edward Wxkefln Hubtote and 
Stwonagh Jane White. The 
bride was given In marriage 
by ho- rather. MeJvtn White, 
and was attended tar 
MicheOe Evans and James 
and Ben Newman. Michaei 
Scott was ate best non. a 
reception was htu at 
Soughton HalL Owyd am 
Otehomyrnom wn be spent 


DEATHS _ 

ALLAH - Os December 17th 
Peacefully at The Royal Free 
Hamrotead. 
Christopher WnUam aged SX. 
Son of Marion and Dudley, 
brother of Robyn. Michael. 
CB Qn . Nicolas and 
HmMhy. brother-in-law of 
Rfk and Anne. Unde of Lube 
and Sara. Funeral service on 
Friday 2«h December u 


DEATHS 


DAVISON - Professor Alan. 
Very peacefully at borne 
after a long SQness. Servtoe 
1.30 pm Thursday 30th 
December, Ad Saints 
Church. Stock. Family 
(lowers only. Donations if 
wished to MalttHe Sclerosis 
Society. C/o Farms. 
Bliierlcay. 

DtuMNQ - On December 
21 Dracenmy at home. 
Susan Marian Deernbig (nCe 
MawkJene) of sttarow. 
gj??"-. YortoWre. 

.wVe of Michael. 
fejrty »oved motttar or 
Robert and Helen and very 
dear daughter or Frank and 

• Arts. SflTV te lfMtr nn imf fW 
SL^Wto-s omro,. Sharow 

on Friday December 24th at 
I pm followed bar ermattoa 
“•M*. Harropate. 
Family Ootwers only w-—» 
donations If desired nwbe 
given to Acnum AM, a 

to chorea or 
c/o F. Lowtey a Eon Ltd. 13 
Low SkeOpate. Kpon or 
tUroet to Action AM. Hamtya 
House. Archway, i m i*... 
NI9 SIS. 

DONALD; Jamts McAlplne. In 
Edtahuroh. after a long and 
dUllcUK iBness. borne wan 
ml dignity, on 17m 
1990, b el ov td 

of the 


DEATHS 


HURRY - On December lath 
In hospttal. Vtvten Mary, 
widow Of me lam George 
Harry, tn o dia r of NiLlutal 
and Priacma. grandroottivof 
Fiona. Toms and Annabel. 
Funeral at St. Manns 
Church. Lisa on Wednesday 
29th December at IlXKMn. 
Fbmtty flowers only. 

LLOYD WU1H - " On 
Tuesday December 7m. 
1993 after a long SDness 
bravely borne Jeon. 
Henntone aged 71. Jean w as 
cre mat ed on Thursday 
December teth. At her own 


There wm be a service or 
thanksgiving at the Central 
HalL Westminster on Sunday 
Febr ua ry 6th 1994 at 
6J0RB. AH of her many 
Mends and pupils ant Smrtted 
to attend. 

MAI.LAI.tEU - On December 
17th 1993. peacefully at 
Tleehunt House HospttaL 
East Sussex. Betty, aged M 
years- widow of SB* Lance 
MaBaBeu QXL. MJ». 
Mucbloved moOta- «>r Stnma. 
Lorraine and Huon. 
Qnanatton ar Tlmbridoe 
wens <m Thursday 30tn 
December at 12 noon. 

Shrubs, bulbs or rose truss to 
manwy of Betty to 

TJodtum House Hospital. AH 

enquiries to C Waterhouse * 
Sons. Tec. (0438) 892219. 


DEATHS 


PROCTOR - Ob December 
lath. p e ace f u ll y . Cyril 
Csorge Chart**, aped 90. 
dearly tawed hu sb an d of the 
tarn Mary, and a much loved 
(ether, g ran d f a th er and 


Reman school 1927-29S3 
and Chaplain fbr 24 years. 
Service at St Wystan's 
Orach on Wednesday 
January 12th m 2.1B bjb. 
Donations In Ms memory 
mtefuOy received for 8t 
Wystan's Church.. Fabric 
Fund. C/o Mr RasaUm. 34 
Chestnut Way. Reman 
Derby. 


Coramander Douglas Henry. I 
On December 18th died; 
pea ceftdiy In hospftaL Much I 
loved by Ms wife and family.. 
Funeral on Friday am 


Flowers to LJ. Richmond 
198 EriMa Rood Wambtay 
MMdlesra MAO 4QG. 


SKEAT - On December 2lst 
1993. peacefttty m St 
Alban's City Hospital aged 
•9. WttHam. dseoty laved 
huiband of Phyllis and 
father of Robert and 


IN MEMORIAM 
PRIVATE 


JWfflEV* - In proud mat 
lavtog aw u noi y of RoMn 
E dronw d. crotam DAC. 
Royal Navy, who died 1982. 
Aba on this Ms birthday or 
Edmund Henry. Ftt. U. 
DT-C.. RAF. shot down 
over the Chaanri 1944. And 
or John osro. ll Ko&a 

attached NoJ2 Commando 
anted in SKibr 1943. 


TRUSTEE ACTS 


DEATHS 


WHITEHEAD - On Friday 
17th December, peacefully In 
hospital alter Qtaeas borne 
wftti dignity and valour. 

Michael tanranca. apod BS. 
beloved husband of FeUrity 
and dsvoted and adored 
father of Kafir and Ahca, a 
noble sptrB. loved and 
respected tv many. Funeral 
sendee on Thursday 6th 
January 1994 at UL30 pm at 
the Church or St 
B art habnew. Bmwaah. East 
Sussex. FlnriDy Itovaen only. 
donations If desired to 
Imperial cancer Re s e arch 
Fund or Hospice at Hama via 
C. Waterhouse ft Son. 

Further eawdrtaa to C. 

Waterhouse A Son, Mb& 

Street Burwash. East aomgaiww tejna i i— t 
Sussex. Tet 0433 882319 tosaTunaantwriEE aou »9®s 
uhmw aju jhm ttwi My psrsosi haTlno a CLAI M 

W fP OF 1 Ag ** B MW or an OITCMST to As 

SonesJ DNtoM 18th 1993 ESTATE ot any or Dm Oacutoia 
In hosaUsS aged 78 yean, wwrtwt —am aidwaa i 
KWM w«B of Gtttart an a *wteg airi Mrarow 
Curia Woof. donSt *• havav heart to —no ar- 
darling mother of Derry. gggS m ^!ana 

Angela and BQL muddtrved i —— h nSnon wn 
nana of all her twelve dear ascsssid person o onoaasd 
grandcbUmn. Requiem a eten on gate modOa dt after 
mam and tottmwal aL Our *!*■" 

Lady and AH Stews Onrdi l 

PartMM an Thunday 23rd SSoup on pmTmM 
December M 2 wn. Ffowtra Hmtcio navtnq regard out? e> the 
and further en rob es p leas e «» sod hmnm or which thaw 
la Hunm Funeral Dtrec- 
ton, 106 Buracongh Sheet 
Onmtn. Lancaabire L39 
2EY. Tel: 0690 072997. 

ZENO ZnCOVKM - Uvta. 
on Dece mb er 13th. suddenly, 


ANNOUNCEMENTS __ 

f WE AU var SH0CKH) AND SAD TO HEAK THAT 
JEREMY T. LARGE 


I wo tool o« Mbs Ida vu» maA. Wa send ear cowMasoas 
gad fimpalby to im Foraots and bnrtbsr. 

Tlw Sector and staff of toa Mtedtean voor tart 
WaU- SttcMteg. bmatilantt Urn Hetberiowd. 


To oer gtaot dwek mi lagito. 


FOR SALE 


RENTALS _ 

CUtUHOHAH OMMH 3<U bd 

Immac worth MS p/W. Only 
■vababto Car 9 namnw. wm be 
very nev mwMp. uri gat isai 
WCt/Oranc Ownd ew Luxury a 
°g* * **»; noeto-. nine naw 
t/mro ft equtDDrO C33Spw 
Praor 071 3T» OUft 


UNDER THE CLOCK ^ 


am n team j, gmttemem AD 
■OCM Engbsh Rose/EtoaUsb Csn- 
uv eusa 2 . as 
Oron await . Mavdr, Kent. 


m aw o—> Ipcfc lima Ms 

S5SSa^ B - , s ! 


PW*»P Aoroy. U m „ 


AlnBmkW 


GIFTS 


WMaaJoa, l)te)a. Ilarasdir, 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Philip Lawton. CBE, DFC. 
wartime nighi-Ttghicr pilot and. 
thereafter, commercial and sal« 
director of British European 
Airways, died at his Sussex 
home on December S aged 81. 
He was bom on September IR 
1912. 

PHILiP LAWTON was. from 1947 10 
1071, commercial and sales director of 
British European Airways and was 
briefly its chairman in 1972-73. This 
was after an active wartime career 
during which he fought as a Battle of 
Britain night fighter pilot, served on 
die staff and commanded two major 
fighter stations in the West Country. 

Philip Charles Fenner Lawton was 
bom at Highgate. north London, and 
educated at Westminster School At 
the age of 21 m 1933. with a degree in 
law _ from London University, he 
qualified as a solicitor and was in 
practice in London from 1934 to 1939 
The law seemed, at that stage, to be 
his destined profession. 

in 1934. however, while he was 
indulging his weekend passion for 
small boat sailing, his notions for a 
future career were abruptly changed. 
One day, off Bumham-on-Crouch, 
Essex, his craft was subjected to a 
low-level dummy attack by an over- 
enthusiastic weekend pilot of a 
Hawker Demon biplane fighter of 
the Auxiliary Air Force. Delighted 
rather than dismayed at being 
buzzed by the fighter pilot, Lawton 
promptly joined No 604 (County of 
Middlesex) Squadron, Royal Auxilia¬ 
ry Air Fbrce, based al Hendon. 

During the Munich crisis of 1938 
the squadron was detailed for night- 
flying operations, despite the fact that 
its Demon fighters had no blind 
flying instruments. Indeed, if war 
had broken out at that point, this 
biplane with its top speed of little over 
ISOmph would not even have been 
able to catch the Domier and 
Heinkel bombers against which it 
was supposed to defend the country. 
Certainly it would have been no 


PHILIP LAWTON 



match for the350mph Messerschm/ft 
109 fighters, by then in service with 
the Luftwaffe. 

Early in 1939 this handicap was 
partially rectified with the arrival of 
604's first Bristol Blenheim IF twin- 
engined fighter. This, though it was a 
vast improvement on the Demon, 
was. frankly, a light bomber pressed 


into service as a fighter, and its 
maximum speed was still JOOmph 
slower than that of the Messer- 
schmittl09. 

It says much for the courage and 
skill of 604's pilots that they sus¬ 
tained their morale and kept losses so 
tow in the desperate sorties that 
followed over the Lew Countries and 


theJDuhkirk beachhead in May 1940. 

Although a night fighter squadron. 
No 604 had to be deployed by day to 
cuvct the BEFs withdrawal, strafing 
the advanced German columns and 
■risking being pounced on and 
mauled by Me 109s. Nevertheless, as 
the German chief of staff. General 
Haider, noted in his diary, the British 
fighter presence was effective in 
hampering the Luftwaffe's own air 
reconnaissance. Certainly it helped 
obscure from the Germans the 
parlous' state of the BEF. penned 
inside the Dunkirk perimeter. 

In June, after the Dunkirk evacua¬ 
tion, 604's Blenheims ranged over 
German-occupied airfields in Francs, 
hoping to catch bombers returning to 
their bases. When the Battle of 
Britain began in earnest. No 604 was 
based successively at Nonholr, 
Mansion and Gravesend, and was 
equipped with some of the earliest 
airborne radar to see service with the 
RAF. 

From October the squadron’s effec¬ 
tiveness was increased when it 
received the powerful and heavily 
armed Bristol Beaufighter. With its 
top speed of 330mph and its battery 
or ten forward-firing cannon and 
machine guns, this aircraft provided 
the squadron, at last, with the means 
to compete on even rerms with the 
Germans. By the end of 1941. under 
Wing Commander John "Cars Eyes" 
Cunningham, 604 was the top- 
scoring night-fighter squadron in 
Fighter Command. By then. too. 
Lawton had been twice mentioned in 
dispatches and awarded a DFC as 
one of the few original pilots still 
flying with the squadron. 

Shortly thereafter he was posted to 
headquarters. Fighter Command, 
where he was on the staff of the C-in- 
C. Air Marshal Sir Sholto Douglas. 
In 1943 Lawton was posted to 
command the RAF station at 
Predannock in Cornwall during its 
build-up, with eight operational 
squadrons of Fighter and Coastal 
Commands in preparation for D- 


GEORGE ASTLEY 


Day. He then moved on to command 
RAF Porrreath. the chief fighrer- 
starion in the southwest From there 
he went to take charge at GrarweU of 
the RAFs Night Fighter Operational 
Training Unit. 

After the end of the war in Europe 
Lawton joined the staff of Air Chief 
Marshal Sir Edgar Ludlow Hewitt, 
Inspector General of the RAF. for a 
mission to the United States. 

Demobilised as a group captain, 
he returned briefly to his law- 
practice. But he was restless for a 
career which would continue his 
association with the air. Following an 
interview with Sir Harold Hanley, 
the prospective chairman of the new 
British European Airways, he was 
invited io join British' European 
Airways as secretary and commercial 
manager. There, from February 
1946. Lawton's incisive mind, his 
flying background, his friendly dis¬ 
position and his sound commercial 
judgment, quickly established him as 
a key member of the BEA board. 

He was responsible for aU com¬ 
mercial activities, for sates and 1 
advertising staffs, the air-mail office. 1 
for negotiations cm fares, rates and j 
related international tariffs. Among 
his innovations were standby fares, 
cheap night flights and special holi¬ 
day packages. For more than 20 
years he represented BEA on the 
International Air Transport Associ¬ 
ation (IATA) in Montreal. He was 
chairman of BEA Airrours. the 
airline's package tour subsidiary 
airline, from 1969 until 1972 when he 
became deputy chairman, not long 
afterwards being promoted 
chairman. 

When the merger between BEA 
and BOAC was instituted. Lawton 
joined first the board of BOAC in 1972 
and then the board of British 
Airways in 1973, until his retirement 
at the end of that year. 

Lawton married, in 1941, Emma 
Letitia Gertrude Stephenson (Lettie). 
He is survived by her. a son and a 
daughter. 


George Asflcy. a junior 
staff officer in the Special 
Operations Executive and 
a member of the 
management of the 
Society of Authors died 
on Decembers aged 7S. 
Hr was bora on October 
S. 1915. 

! A NEPHEW of the 21si holder 
of the ancient barony of Has¬ 
tings, George de la Val Astley 
spott much of his childhood at 
his father's house in Paris, 
where he acquired excellent 
French. From Haileybuiy he 
went to Reading University to 
read horticulture. 

Beers often marry actresses; 
he did something less usual 
for a cadet of a noble house, 
and became an actor. The 
highlight of his four years in 
the West End was the junior 
lead in that successful comedy 
French Without Tears. 

He saw lhe approach of the 
Second World War, and re¬ 
ceived a Territorial commis¬ 
sion in the Royal Fusiliers four 
weeks before it began. His 
bright wit and delightful man¬ 
ners marked him out for the 
staff. He served as an intelli¬ 
gence officer and then as a 
general staff officer in the 38rh 
and 47th Divisions. His fluent 
French brought him into SOE. 
which he joined late in 1943. 
He had a junior but responsi¬ 
ble post on the staff at Algiers 
which was in charge of drop¬ 
ping agents into southern 
France; and after France had 
been liberated he was posted 
to similar work with Special 
Operations Australia in Mel¬ 
bourne. He retired with the 
rank of major. 

Astley married Hope 
Rendall in 1942 but the mar¬ 
riage hardly survived the wan 
they were divorced in 1946. 


Three years later he married 
the translator Humphrey 
Hare’s sister Diana, whose 
character he found as robust 
as his own. He no longer felt 
the call of the stage, and tried 
his hand at various tasks of 
managing. Chance led him to 
take a job with the Society of 
Authors in 1956. at first as 
personal assistant to Kitham 
Roberts, then the Society’s 
Secretary. 

Under Roberts's successor, 
Elizabeth Barber. Astley took 
on the secretaryship of the 
translators' association. Here 
he was a success and received 
French and German decora¬ 
tions. When Elizabeth Barber 
retired in 1971 Astley joined a 
troika — Victor Bonham-Car- 
ter and Philippa McUesh 
were the other members — 
which ran all rhe society's 
affairs. 

Astley's speciality was fi¬ 
nance — he looked after in¬ 
come, investment and prizes; 
but the three of them co¬ 
operated so fully and so freely 
that work went easily on. with 
few hitches and no exaspera¬ 
tions. to the grear benefit of all 
the society's members. It was 
Astley who helped to clinch 
the final arrangements for 
Public Lending Right. 

After seven years the troika 
decided that it must hand over 
u> a single general secretary 
an arrangement that hat 
worked well since; anc 
Astley's health compelled hire 
to retire. He had never entirely 
recovered from damage to 1 
leg during wartime parachute 
training, and got steadily les; 
and less mobile. His wifi 
nursed him through a pro 
traded illness, which he bon 
as cheerfully as he could, anc 
she survives him with thei¬ 
sm and daughter. 


RICHARD HENNINGS 


BRIGADIER J. M. RYMER-JONES 


Richard Hennings, 
CMG, colonial 
administrator, died at 
Great Cbesferford, Essex, 
on November 22 aged 82 . 

He was born on 
Septembers. 1911, 

RICHARD HENNINGS 
served with distinction in the 
Kenya administration from 
1935 to 1962. He played a 
major role with Sir Evelyn 
Baring and Roger 
Swynnerton in the African 
agricultural revolution during 
his 12 years as Secretary to the 
Minister for Agriculture. 1947 
to 1959. 

The last eight years of this 
long continuin' of policy were 
the most fruimil in the history 
of Kenya when Hennings was, 
first, executive officer to the 
African Land Development 
Board (ALDEV), for one year. 
1951-52, and then chairman of 
that board for the next seven 
years. He was thus directly 
responsible for shaping and 
executing the imaginative pol¬ 
icy of Sir Evelyn Baring, 
embodied in the Swynnerton 
plan for the Intensification of 


African Agriculture. In the 
aftermath of Mau Mau, the 
consequence was not only the 
absorption of the bitterness 
and the pent-up energies of 
both sides but, more Impor¬ 
tantly. the elevation of farm¬ 
ing from a banausic trade, 
“women's work”, to a primacy 
in the professions, the dimax 
of ambitions. 

Richard Owen Hennings 
was bom in Surrey and short¬ 
ly after his birth moved to 
Singapore where his father 
was in shipping. In August 
1914, he returned with his 
mother and sister to spend the 
First World War in Sutton. 
Surrey. Both his mother and 
sister rejoined his father in 
Singapore in 1918, but —in the 
best “sons of the Empire" 
tradition — Richard was left 
with a maiden aunt in Wrex¬ 
ham. He went to Pinewood 
Preparatory School, Farnbor- 
ough, where he took the 
leaning part in Shakespeare 
plays as ne was the only boy 
who could remember 1 the 
lines. Hennings was then sent 
to Cheltenham College and in 
1930 went up to New College. 


(tv 



Oxford, where he read Greats, 
winning the Newdigate Poetry 
Prize. 

A man of many parts, his 
first choice on leaving Oxford 
was to became a writer but his 
lather persuaded him to take 
up something more “solid”. 


He went to Zurich University 
for French and German and 
then took the Colonial Services 
course. He joined the Kenya 
Administrative Service in 
1935, as a cadet, and was 
posted to Kabaner under 
Blackwood Murphy and then 
to Tambach under Carver, 
both good district commis¬ 
sioners. 

These districts and their 
people, from whom came the 
formidable Olympic athletes 
of later years, remained his 
first love and provided the 
inspiration for his book Afri¬ 
can Morning (1951), describ¬ 
ing the life of a district officer. 
(It has, deservedly, become 
required reading for those 
taking African studies as their 
university course.) He was 
also posted to Kakamega and 
Fort Hall under Jack Clive 
fthe best") and Narok under 
BillPerreaiL 

In 1939 he went txn leave, 
intending to go round the 
world, having saved £100 to¬ 
wards the ticket He reached 
Manila when war broke out 
so returned to Kenya via 
South Africa, marrying his 
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NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

To place your Personal advertisment or Birth, Marriage 
or Death Notices for Monday 27th December please call 
no later than: 

12 noon on 24th December 

For Monday 3rd January 1994 please call no later than: 

4 pm on 31st December. 

Our offices will be dosed on the following dates: 
Monday 27th December 
Tuesday 28th December 
Monday 3rd January 

If you wish to book an announcement during the Bank 
Holiday please telephone 

0374 617843 

where our staff wilt be available to take your call 
between 9.30 am and 4 pm. 


fianoge from Kenya ia Dur¬ 
ban. On his second tour, 1939- 
46. Hennings had II pastings 
plus two short spells on relief. 
Though these many moves 
may have been tiresome at the 
time, his experience in all but 
the Coast Province was valu¬ 
able for his crowning work. 

The Northern Frontier Dis¬ 
trict and Southern Ethiopia 
gave him first-hand informa¬ 
tion for his book on dial 
troubled border, a work which 
is. sadly, as yet unpublished. 

In 1945-46 he was promoted 
to District Commissioner, 
RumurutL which included the 
Sambuiu people, the dose 
kinsfolk of the Masai. That 
was the culmination of his 
service in the provincial ad¬ 
ministration. For the rest of 
his career be was in the 
secretariat, ending as Deputy 
Chief Secretary in 1962, a 
nominated member of Legisla¬ 
tive Council, and also of the 
Legislative Assembly of East 
Africa. He was appointed 
CMG in 1957. 

Hennings had many inter¬ 
ests. At Zurich, he played ice 
hockey for the university. He 
did a wanting tour in the Black , 
Forest and crossed the United ' 
States by car. He was a good 
tennis player, guitarist, maun- , 
raineer, gardener, and special¬ 
ist in the succulents of the 
African dry country and cow¬ 
ries of the coast. But his 
favourite hobby was ski tour¬ 
ing and. for several years after 
retirement, he was secretary of 
the Alpine Ski Club and edited 
the SJti Club magazine. He 
formed, and for L2 years 
chaired, the Great Chesterford 
Archaeological Society, and 
personally discovered the Ro- 
manohCeltic stiver mask in the 
Cambridge Museum. 

He contributed articles to 
Blackwood’s. Corona, the 
Geographical, and the Jour¬ 
nal of African Administra¬ 
tion. In 1941 he published his 
first novel. Arnold in Africa, a 
light-hearted look at Kenyan 
society in the manner of 
Eveyfti Waugh. Ten years 
later his second novel, African 
Morning, followed. 

Richard Hennings married 
Constance Juliet Patricia Sex¬ 
ton in 1939. She died in 1992. 
Their daughter survives him. 


Brigadier J. M. Rymer- 
Jones. CBE, MC QPM. a 
former Assistant 
Commissioner of the 
Metropolitan Potice, died 
on December 17 aged 96. 

He was born on July 12, 
1897. 

INVARIABLY known to his 
friends and colleagues as 
Rymer, John Murray Rymer- 
Jones enjoyed two separate 
careers. Until well past his 
35th birthday he was a profes¬ 
sional soldier having won the 
MCand bar in tiie First World 
War and looking as if he had a 
promising future as a gunnery 
officer. But in 1933 he left the 
Army as a captain and joined 
the police, eventually rising to 
be an Assistant Commissioner 
of die Metropolitan Police. 

Rymex-Jones was bom in 
southeast London. He attend¬ 
ed a preparatory school in 
Ramsgate then moved on to 
Fdsted where he was prepar¬ 
ing to enter the Indian Civil 
Service when his plans were 
disrupted by the outbreak of 
the First World War. After 
officer cadet training at the 
Royal Military Academy. 
Woolwich, he was commis¬ 
sioned into the Rqyal Reid 
Artillery in 1916. He served in 
France, where he was twice 
decorated, and was wounded. 
He finished the war in the 
temporary rank of m^jor. 
serving on the Somme in a 
battery supporting a battalion 
of the Welsh Guards. 

After service with the Kings 
Own Royal Regiment (Lancas¬ 
ter) in Southern Ireland in 
1920-21 as an infantry officer 
he spent some five years in 
Egypt in Army Intelligence 
and became fluent in Arabic. 
A tour in Shanghai followed. 
On return from China he was 
appointed a company com¬ 
mander and instructor at the 
Royal Military Academy. 
Woolwich — usually an indi¬ 
cation that promotion was on 
its way. But still only with the 
permanent rank of captain he 
was attracted into the Metro¬ 
politan Police by the Tren- 
chard scheme to fill 
appointments in the inspector¬ 
ate by direct entry from the 
armed forces. It proved a wise 
decision: he was a Chief 



Rymer-Jones meeting some police reservists 
during the rati strike of 1955 


Inspector by 1934 and a Chief 
Constable by 1936. 

His return to the Army at 
the outbreak of war in 1939 
was blocked by the Commis¬ 
sioner. since he was in a 
reserved occupation, but in 
1943 he was seconded to 
Palestine, then still under the 
British Mandate, as Inspector- 
General- Here, in a quasi¬ 
military role, both his army 
experience and his knowledge 
of Arabic came in extremely 
useful. 

His service in Palestine 
from 1943 to 1946 occurred at 
the height of the country's 
security and political prob¬ 
lems, made more difficult at 
the outset by German interfer¬ 
ence. Even after the war it was 
not easy for the police, as the 
law enforcement authority, to 
retain the respect of both the 
Arab and Jewish communities 
but while Rymer was in 
charge they somehow man¬ 
aged it. His stint there was 
probably the period of his 
career on which he looked 
back with the most satisfac¬ 


tion. His abiding, dose con 
nection with the Palestine 
Police Old Comrades' As sod 
ation. following the end of th 
Mandate in 1948, was proof o 
that, as was the considerate 
practical help he gave to man: 
old comrades. 

He returned to the Metro 
potitan Police as Assisran 
Commissioner “D 1 * Depan 
ment at New Scotland Yard 
the part of the commaru 
structure which covered re 
miitment, training and org 
anisation. In this post he wa- 
responsible for the re-intro 
duction of the use of polia 
dogs and the establishment o 
the Metropolitan Ftalice Cade 
Training School at Ashford n 
Kent. 

He was appointed CBE ant 
a Chevalier of the L£gior 
d’Honneur in 1950, being 
awarded the Queen's Polict 
Medal for Distinguished Ser¬ 
vice in 1959, the year in whief 
he retired- 

He is survived by his wife 
Moliie, a son and twe 
daughters. 


In' Germany To-day. 

DIARIES TO BE KEPT IN SCHOOLS. 

Alt schoolchildren have been ordered by the 
leader of the National Socialist union of 
teachers to keep a diary of the war. day by 
day: so as ro form with their teachers “a great 
community of action on the home front.” 
Schools are to receive 300.000 blank exercise 
bodes ia which classes will be given the 
opportunity to put down their thoughts and 
experiences in short essays. These will be 
assembled with articles from the newspapers, 
and authors of the best eolketians will recriw 
valuable prizes “when die war is over." 

lhe son of ideas which are pumped into 
young Germans are well illustrated by the 
contents of a speech made recently in Poland 
by the Youth Leader, Baldur von Sdtirach. 
The occasion was a ceremony with the title 
"Youth and the Book* 

He said the English would find it strange 
that such a ceremony couki be held during a 
war. because they were a "people of classic 
mediocrity which had taken over the Jewish 
tradition.- Jewry and England were now so 
dosely linked that one could regard then as 
identical conceptions. England was now a 
"Spiritual desert, in which cultural life and 
any higher human existence were unthink- 
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// would be interesting to read what 
German children actually felt able to 
write of their experiences during the 
Second World War. 

a We." Germany on the other hand was the 
land of idealism and mind. Far the German, 
development without books was unthinkable. 
With books they would “mobilize the spiritual 
reserves on foe people." 

The rest of the leader's speech male it dear 
that he was really aiming at two results: an 
increase in the sate and borrowing of books, 
and a greater interest among members of the 
Hitter Youth in dungs of the mind. For years 
the leaders of the Hitler Youth have mod* 
caned a scorn far intelligence and readme 
which seems now to be bearing unexpected 
fruits. What Baldur von Schirach says above 


leading Nazi dramatist: "When I hear the 
word culture, I feel for ray revolver." 

The German News Agency tried on 
Wednesday night to lighten the gloom of its 
service by what Artemus Ward might have 
termed a “goak.” U stated that German 
airmen learned on December 15 that Mr. 
Chamberlain had flown to Paris and had not 
taken his umbrella with him. 

They therefore decided (it continued) to 
present him as early as possible with a 
substitute umbrella. One of genuine English 
make was found, and with this the German 
airmen proceeded by air to Northern fiance, 
where foe Prime Minister was inspecting 
British troops. On December 17. as officially 
reported from Paris, dm was an air raid 
alarm, Three German reconnaissance aero¬ 
planes appeared in the sky. While everybody 

fled to the air raid cellars, one of the Gornan 
aeroplanes dropped overboard the umbrella 
to whkh was attached die following inscrip¬ 
tion-. - “The German Air Force regrets that 
Chamberlain has had to run round in such 
bad weather without an umbrella, and 
therefore dedicates no him such a useful 
means of protection.” Apparently the um¬ 
brella suffered the usual fate of German 
missiles in missing its objective. 
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MPs to vote on gay sex at 18 

■ John Major is to give Conservative MPS a free vote on a 
Commons derision early in the new year on lowering the age of 
consent for homosexuals from 21 to 18 or 16. 

Amid strong indications that a vote on equalising the age of 
consent for homosexuals and heterosexuals could take place 
within the next few weeks, battle lines were being drawn for a 
derision that will split the main parties -.-.Page I 

Move to repair special relationship 

■ British and American officials are trying to fix a meeting 

between President Clinton and John Major amid signs that the 
London-Washington relationship remains strained. Although 
the leaders are said to have a good relationship, bitterness 
persists in the White House over the action of the Tory party in 
helping the Republican presidential campaign - Pages 1,7 




Clinton fightback 

Hillary Clinton responded to new 
allegations about her husband's 
extra-marital activities by saying 
that his enemies were out to “de¬ 
stroy’’ him .Pages 1.9 

Owen attack 

Lord Owen, the European Union 
peace negotiator, launched an ex¬ 
traordinary attack on President 
Clinton, blaming the American 
administration for prolonging the 
war in Bosnia.Pages I. 7 

Cheaper gas 

The government is to end British 
Gas's monopoly over sales of gas 
to households in 1996. Customers 
could save £40 on an average 
£400 annual bill.Page 1 

Boy dies in river crash 

Firemen pulled a seven-year-old 
boy from die icy waters of the 
River Nidd. near York, after he 
had been swept down stream for 
a mile when a car crashed into the 
water. He died after being taken 
to hospital and his father was 
missing.. -Pagel 

Major snubs Adams 

John Major brushed aside a call 
from Gary Adams for “direct 
and unconditional dialogue" as 
the IRA brought chaos to the 
Tube and rail network in London 
and the South East.Page 2 

Father’s suicide 

A curator at a stately home left a 
suicide note in the style of his 
hero. Byron, after the Child Sup¬ 
port Agency more than trebled 
his maintenance payments, an 
inquest was told.Page 3 


Bequest threatened 

A murdered widows wish to have 
her garden kept as a nature re¬ 
serve has been refused by the 
wildlife charity to which she left 
the property. The charity wants to 
build houses - Page 5 

Hillsborough inquest 

Tony Bland, the 96th victim of the 
Hillsborough football stadium 
disaster, died accidentally as a 
direct result of die injuries he 
received when he was crushed in 
die crowd, a coroner said Page 6 

Yeltsin excuse 

President Yeltsin said that Vladi¬ 
mir Zhirinovsky, the extremist 
leader of the Liberal Democratic 
Party, had profited from a protest 
vote— -Page 7 

Talks fall 

Four months of secret talks be¬ 
tween die white rightwingers of 
die Afrikaner VoDcrfront and the 
African National Congress ended 
in anti-dimax as neither would 
sign a vital deal_Page 8 

Federal Europe 

Only weeks after the Maastricht 
treaty came into force, the Greek 
go v ern m ent launched {dans for 
its turn at die helm of the Euro¬ 
pean Union by suggesting that 
work on a federal constitution 
should start_Page 8 

Chinese nightmare 

China has imposed price controls 
on 27 commodities including rice, 
cooking oH pork, and eggs. Infla¬ 
tion. a nightmare of all Chinese 
regimes this century, has reached 
40 per cent_Page 9 


Bentley pawned to pay for Christmas 

■ Hie middle and upper classes are turning to pawnbrokers to 
help pay the cost of Christmas. One Midlands businessman 
has pawned his Bentley Turbo R. worth £128,000, to borrow 
05,000 and in London's Belgravia a pawn shop has reported 
that wives who have overspent on their credit cards are 
pledging their jewdleiy....—.Page 2 
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ACROSS 

I Artistic structure in Alabama ( 6 ) 

4 Blusher, perhaps, needs this son 
of surgery (8) 

10 Begin industrial action abroad 
(6J) 

11 Large, regal woman gets doctor in 
for onset of neuritis (?) 

12 Foolish person worrying “What if 
Liberal gets inr. .. (4-3) 

13 . . . held back in favour of tire¬ 
some person (7) 

14 Express remorse for losing head, 
showing the white feather (5) 

15 English leather manufactured in 
5(8) 

18 Crosspatch turned up around the 
ship(S) 

20 Was brought round — what a 
relief! (5) 

23 Pacific American delivers the 
coup de grice (7) 

25 lr$ all right about artist's con¬ 
cubine (7) 

Solution to Pmzie No 19.419 
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26 Cockney school — it shows the 
way (5) 

27 "How you break the rules!”. I 
shall say to partner (9) 

28 Class headier as firewood (8) 

29 Passionate male, a rowdy youth 
( 6 ) 

DOWN 

1 Main road is heading for trouble 
( 8 ) 

2 Tea-leaf from prickly head of 
plant — cut tower (7) 

3 As a result of ire, we talk 
recklessly (4.5) 

5 It’S wonderful in space (32.4.5) 

6 In play Barbara, a New Zea¬ 
lander. endlessly embraces Jade 

(5) 

7 Chap put up a high bail — a 

gamble (7) 

8 Arrest said to be responsible for 
anger (6) 

9 Make an offer with pawn; to this, 
queen is moved (3-3,8} 

16 figure ruined, they say. by fish (9) 

17 Scot, tot under observation, 
cheated® 

19 Short distance covered by love 
letter once (7) 

21 I invested m a group of shops pul 
up to supply tights (7) 

22 Complaint made by wife to king 

(6) 

24 Thrash leaders of foe outbreak, 
who expected leniency (5) 


This puzzle was solved within 30 
minutes by 16 of 22 finalists in the 1993 
national final of The Times 
Knodnndo Crossword Cha mpio ns hip 
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What is believed to be the only working bridge of its kind in the world, the Transporter Bridge at Middlesbrough, has been lit 
op for Christmas. Tire 250-ft structure, whim conveys cars and passengers across the water m a cradle, was designed in 1911 


Direct Line: Peter Wood, who 
heads the Royal Bank of Scotland's 
insurance subsidiary, could end up 
£80 million richer under proposals 
io float the new insurance joint 
venture he and the bank plan to 
launch next year Page 17 

Lottery: National Lottery has made 
the scheme significantly more at¬ 
tractive to potential operators after 
representations from the organ¬ 
isations already queueing up to run 
the contest..Page 17 

Marfcete: The FT-SE 100 Index fell 
2L5 points to dose at 3342.4. Ster¬ 
ling’s trade-weighted index fell 
from 815 to 81.4 after a rise from 
$1.4853 to $1.4897 but a fall from 
DM25462 to DMZ5425... Page 20 | 


Umpires: The International Cricket 
Council is to set up a panel of 20 
umpires to officiate at Tests over 
the next three years_Page 32 

Football: The FbotbalJ Association 
may have to return to the idea of 
installing a temporary England 
manager. Jimmy Armfield, foe FA 
adviser, has confirmed that Kevin 
Keegan, the Newcastle United 
manager, was one of "four or five” 
people on his shortlist and conced¬ 
ed that England may have to wait 
to get him-Page 32 

Cricket Alec Stewart is refusing to 
continue as Surrey captain until foe 
dub clarifies what it proposes to do 
following foe dismissal of Geoff 
Arnold as coach_Page 32 


Serving heroes: Terrorism has 
never been simply a security issue. - 
Many of the world's states, with 
seats in the United Nations, have 
their roots in insurrection. Walter 
Ellis writes about political 

prisoners-Page 10 

Faffing vtctkic Field sports enthus¬ 
iasts fear that shooting may be next 
on foe animal rights protest list 
John Young rep or ts-Page 11 


Ratings wan In the jargon. Christ¬ 
mas Day offers a unique opportu¬ 
nity to “hook” viewers at a time 
when foe audience is at its biggest 
and, possibly, at its least 
critical-.Page 24 




Oh no It Isn’t The art of writing 
pantomime scripts has never been 
more complex. Sitcom stars need 
their own catch-phrases; sports 
personalities expect references to 
their framer occupations; fold now 
there are Aussie soap actors and 
TV gladiators_Page 25 

Fable retold: The National Youth 
Music Theatre has brought to 
London its adaptation of the movie. 
Whistle Down the Wind, in which 
children believe a fugitive murder¬ 
er to be Jesus-Page 26 

Thames cr o ssi ng: A rising British 
architect puts forward a proposal 
for a footbridge spanning foe 
Thames between the Embankment 
and the South Bank.-Page 27 


The chief inspector leading the 
ganmber murder hunt is shown as 
getting the wrong end of the stick. 
Crime Story: The White House 
Farm Murders (ITV, 9 pmJPage 31 


Era of estrangement 

If reaching out to Mr Clinton re¬ 
quires a becoming British modesty 
over Balkan policy — and even if it 
requires some more explicit apolo¬ 
gy for meddling in American elec¬ 
tions — Mr Major should took 
kindly on that traditional . British 
dish, humble pie..-....-:.PageJ3 

Illiberal democrats ..; 

To see politicians prepared to act; 
on a principle that does not serve- 
foeir electoral advantage is as re¬ 
freshing as it is rare. . ...Page 13 

Our Balkan cousins - 

It would be a better formulation^ 
political and cultural verities to say; 
that Greece is the only Balkan state 
in foe European Union —Page 13 


CONOR CRUISE O’BRIEN • 

If any prisoners are released, with¬ 
out a guaranteed and unequivocal 
end to foe violence, it will be seen 
that the IRA maintains an ascen¬ 
dancy over the two 
governments-Page 12 

SIMON JENKINS ^ 

Christmas is to the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer what a MORI poH is 
to the prime minister, a key perfor¬ 
mance indicator. A good Christmas. 
is an annual shot of Keyne&n-- 
adrenalin, straight into the aorta of 
commerce-Page 12 



Joan HiUard-Reid, 76, 
will be reunited with 
her long lost son this 
Christmas, 50 years 
after he was told she 
had died in the 
London Blitz 
5 


Avie Andrews, 16, was 
ordered to be 
detained indefinitely 
for die murder of a 
barrister's derk while 
he was high on drink 
and drugs 


Marla Maples at her 
marriage to Donald 
Trump, the property 
millionaire, in a pHtr 
hotel ceremony billed 
as New York’s royal 
wedding 


THE TIMES TOMORROW 


A nation of couch potatoes? 

■ Fbod intake has Men by 25 per cent Nigel Hawkes 
asks whether the British have become too idle 

The word made correct 

■ Piers Paul Read reviews the biblical scholars who 
hope to reveal a politically correct Jesus 

Star turn: Kevin meets Clint 

■ Two of Hollywood’s biggest stars, Costner and 
Eastwood, in the week’s big movie, A Perfect World 

Off the shelf holidays 

■ Holidaymakers could soon be buying package trips 
to the sun off supermarket shelves 


Is it tune to replace the Arts 
Council?__-Pace 13 
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The West needs to be ready with 
more support if foe Russians ate 
prepared to continue toward a mar¬ 
ket economy... it means msuring 
foat foere is enough aid of foe right 
kind to see Russia’s people foroogh 
the foe next several years as the) 
struggle to unlock their own coun¬ 
try's great potential wealth 

— The Washington Post 
Nothing Israel could do at this 
point would serve better than. At 
begin withdrawal: to show Pales¬ 
tinians the specific fruits of accom¬ 
modation arid put Palestinian sdf- 
palkmg to the test Withdrawal can 
begm as foe PLO makes its share of 
reasonable adjustments on foe-& 
sues on the table / 

— The Washington Post 
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The morning will be rather 

_ .. . . . . wet Brighter, showery wea- 

i f K/vi to will follow to all areas in the afternoon. The showers may be 
flowed by the appropriate code. persistent over Northern Ireland, Scotland and northern England. 

Some of the showers will fall as sleet or snow, especially over 
Scottish mountains. In the evening, ir will turn dry in many places 
as the showers become confined to northern and western coasts 
and hills. Outlook; rain, then wintry showers. Windy. 
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For the latest AA traffic and road¬ 
works information, 24 hours a day, 
dial 0336 401 followed by the 
appropriate code. 

London & SE traffic, roadworks 

Areaw0haiM2S_731 

Essex/Herta'Beds/8udofoei1a/Oxon732 
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M25 London Ortflal only_ ..738 
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Watee.—--739 

MWands... 740 

EastAngea--- 741 

North-west England_742 

North-east England_ 743 

Scotland.. 744 

Nonhem Ireland-745 

AA Roadwatch is charged at 36p per 
minute (cheap rale) and 48p per minute 
at aR other tfcnes. 
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Who will win the 
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ratings baffle? 
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European investor Carlo Caracriolo, chairman of Editoriale LTEspresso, which publishes La Repubblica, arriving at City Road. London, yesterday 


British Gas to lose 




ByRossTleman 

INDUSTRIAL 

CORRESPONDENT 

THE Government is to end 
British Gas’s monopoly of 
sales of gas to households in 
1996, but the company will 
not be made to get rid of its 
gas sales arm, Michael Hea¬ 
dline, President of the Board 
of Trade, said yesterday. 

The derision is expected to 
result in customers being of* 
fered savings of up to £40 on 
an average annual bill of 
E400. It ends mouths of uncer¬ 
tainty after the completion this 
summer of a year-ton £ enqui¬ 
ry by the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission into the 
UK gas market. 

Mr Heseffine rejected 
MMC proposals to break-up 
British Gas. Instead, be plans 
phased opening of the domes¬ 
tic tariff market to rival com¬ 
panies, with full competition 
effective in April 1998. three to 
five years earlier than fee 
MMC envisaged. 

The early shift to competi¬ 
tion accords with advice by 
Clare Spottiswoode, the gas 
industry regulator, on the 
MMC conclusions. Opening 
the gas market will now com- 


■ Detailed proposals for the operation of 
the competitive market and a review of the 
price formula that limits British Gas price 
increases will be published m the new year 


ride with regional electricity 
companies’ toss of their mo- 

< hS y Hesrito/ said he had 
chosen to introduce“full, effect¬ 
ive and self-sustaining compe¬ 
tition" as soon as possible. 
“Choice for consumers is the 
best possible guarantee that 
they will obtain value," he said. 

The derision to focus on 
encouraging competition rath¬ 
er than obliging British Gas to 
divest its supply business, as 
the MMC had proposed, was 
widely welcomed yesterday. 

Ian Pbwe, director of the 
Gas Consumers Council, 
praised Mr HeseWne’s “mas¬ 
terly com p romise between 
revolution and evolution". 

Cedric Brown, British Gas 
cWef executive, said that his 
decision to seek a wide- 
ranging review of competition 
in the gas industry had been 
vindicated. “The announce¬ 
ment gives us the opportunity 
to plan for the future of our 


business in the UK and the 
world market," he said. 

However, there was concern 
from the National Consumer 
Council and trade unions that 
poor customers might lose out 
and that cate should be taken 
10 ensure safety is upheld. 

Detailed proposals for oper¬ 
ating the competitive market 
and a review of the formula 
that limits British Gas to price 
rises of inflation minus 5 per 
cent will be published by 
Ofgas, the industry regulator, 
earfy next year. 

British Gas is dearly seek¬ 
ing relaxation of the price cap 
to take account of higher costs 
that it claims will arise from 
separation of its businesses. 

Responding to yesterdays 
announcement, Mr Brown 
said that there was no likeli¬ 
hood of household gas prices 
rising, but “7 think the rate of 
decline of prices may stow". 

Ms Spottiswoode said that 
British Gas, as distribution 


system operator, would re¬ 
main responsible for safely 
and handling emergencies. 

licences to supply homes in 
competition with British Gas 
will he available nationally 
and regionally. Ms Spottis¬ 
woode said that licensees 
would be obliged to publish 
tariffs and supply all who 
wanted supplies. 

Competition will be tamed 
for the first two years. From 
April 1996, all business cus¬ 
tomers using fewer than 2J500 
therms a year wiD be free to 
seek supplies outside British 
Gas. That will open another 
300.000 customers to rivals. 

At the same time, indepen¬ 
dent suppliers will be able to 
sign up 5 per cent of British 
Gas’s household customers, 
on a first-come first-served 
basis, with a similar share of 
the market available in 1997. 
British Gas has more than 18 
million household customers. 

In commercial and industri¬ 
al gas markets, where compe¬ 
tition has soared in recent 
years, rivals have sensed more 
than 70 per cent of business. 


Great gas rush, page 18 
Pennington, page 19 
Tempos, page 21 


Peter Wood keeps Midas touch 




Bv Patricia Tehan 
BANKING CORRESPONDENT 

PETER wood, who heads Direct Line, 
the Royal Bank of Scotland’s insurance 
subsidiary, could end op £80 million 
richer under proposals to float die new 
insurance joint venture be and the bank 
plan to launch next year. 

The new company, targeting higher- 
risk customers than Direct Line, is to be 
set op as part of a deal to buy out the 
attractive bonus scheme Mr Wood enjoys 
through Direct line. Mr Wood will pot 
£! million into the company for a 40 per 
cent slake and 51 per cent of the voting 


The Royal Bank wifl put in £1.5 

i for 60 per cent of the shares and a 
further £22Ji nrillkm for225 million 5 per 
cent cumulative redeemable preference 
shares. 

In a fetter to the bank’s shareholders, 
accompanying the annual report Dr 
George Matbewson, Chief executive, said 
that if the company reached a value of 
£200 million, as determined by a mer¬ 
chant bank. Mr Wood could elect for it to 
be floated. If the Royal Bank objected to 
a flotation. Mr Wood could elect to 
acquire all (he p ref erence shares and all 
the ordinary shares for an amount 
determined by the estimated flotation 


value. If the company were floated at 
£200 million. Mr Wood’s stake would be 
worth £80 million. 

Direct Line'S target motor market is 12 
million customers; the new company wfll 
target six million higher-risk drivers not 
accepted by Direct Une. 

In the year to September 30, Mr 
Wood's Direct Line bonus scheme 
earned him £UL2 million, op from £6 
million the previous year. Last month, 
the Royal Bank said it planned to buy out 
the scheme for £24 million — £13 million 
for giving up the scheme. £4 million for 
Ins accrued bonus until January, and £7 
million in pension contributions. 


Bigger 
prize for 
lotteiy 
operator 

By Martin Waller 
DEPUTY CITY EDITOR 


THE body that will adminis¬ 
ter the National Lotteiy has 
made the scheme significantly 
more attractive to potential 
operators after representa¬ 
tions from the wide range of 
organisations already queue¬ 
ing to run die contest 

Peter Davis, the deputy 
chairman of Abbey National 
who is director general of the 
lotteiy, said that interest in, 
and enthusiasm, for, the contest 
had been “very encouraging". 

Mr Davis bias published the 
formal Invitation to Apply, 
setting out parameters for 
successful bids to operate the 
lottery, which some observers 
believe could ultimately com¬ 
mand turnover exceeding £4 
billion a year, of which, 15 per 
cent, or potentially £600 mil¬ 
lion, would go to the operator. 

Among amendments to the 
initial pun are three changes 
to benefit the eventual 

DThe° licence wfll run to 
September 30, 2001, six 
months longer than initially 
envisaged Some potential bid¬ 
ders had said that a six-year 
term, as at first suggested, 
would not allow sufficient pay¬ 
back on the high investment- 
G Ditching of a fixed mini¬ 
mum payment to charities 
that will benefit from the 
lotteiy, a requirement opposed 

Redeem of* die “termina¬ 
tion payment" payable by an 
operator who abandons the 
scheme or is stripped of the 
licence for any reason. 

One lottery contender. The 
Great British Lottery Comp¬ 
any, has made Lord Kings- 
down, who. as Robin Leigh- 
Fanbertan. was Bank of Eng¬ 
land Governor, and Sir Ken¬ 
neth Newman, former Metro¬ 
politan Police Commissioner, 
non-executive directors. 


Letters, page 13 
Pennington, page 19 
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New investors 
sought for 
Newspaper 
Publishing 

BY Alexandra Frean, media correspondent 


NEWSPAPER Publishing, 
owner of The Independent 
and The Independent on Sun¬ 
day, is to begin negotiations 
with three other Fleet Street 
newspaper groups that have 
expressed an interest in own¬ 
ing all or part of the group. 

As part of a new business 
plan agreed yesterday, 
sources said that the board 
had unanimously agreed that 
it would now be prepared to 
“talk to anybody who has put 
their hands up“ to identify 
themselves as a potential in¬ 
vestors in die company. 

The move dears die way for 
Newspaper Publishing to 
open formal talks with The 
Daify Telegraph . owned by 
Conrad Black, and Mirror 
Group Newspapers, which 
have both held informal dis¬ 
cussions with Andreas 
Whittam Smith, editor of The 
Independent, in die past few 
weeks. A third contender is 
United Newspapers, which 
publishes the Daify and Sun¬ 
day Express. 

Associated Newspapers, 
which owns the Mail papers, 
is no longer believed to be 
interested in making an 
agreed investment 
The new business plan is 
turned at raising-just under 
£20 million to? .enable the 
company to half *ttie slide in 
the circulation of both Inde¬ 
pendent titles. According to 
the Audit Bureau of Circula¬ 
tions. sales of the Independent 
feU 1131 per cent year on year 
to 313,000 copies in Novem¬ 
ber. The Independent on Suit- 
day has lost55,000 sales in the 
past year, a fall of 13.6 per 
cent, to 356,700. 

Die board has indicated, 
however, that it would not be 
rushed or bullied into accept¬ 
ing cash help from rival 
newspaper owners at any 
price. It believes that talk of an 


impending financial ‘‘crisis'’at 
the two Independent titles is 
exaggerated as existing over¬ 
draft agreements do not expire 
until the end of March. 

In an agreed statement, the 
board said that the company 
had made “considerable 
progress" and would make a 
further announcement early 
in the new year, possibly as 
early as the first two weeks in 
January. 

“A number of different op¬ 
tions were examined that 
would allow a secure future to 
emerge from die restructuring 
process now being undertak¬ 
en,” the statement said. 

The announcement made it 
dear that Newspaper Publish¬ 
ing has not ruled out the 
possibility financing its re- 
structuring plan by from City 
institutions — an option fa¬ 
voured by Patrick Morrissey, 
its new chief executive. How¬ 
ever. its main investors, El 
Pais of Spain and la 
RepubbUca of Italy, are be¬ 
lieved to favour a cash injec¬ 
tion from a trade investor with 
whom the Independent titles 
could share printing and dis¬ 
tribution facilities- That view 
is shared by Mr Whittam 
Smith and Matthew Sy- 
raonds. co-founder of toe Inde¬ 
pendent, who, together with 
the Spaniards and Italians, 
control 48 per cent of shares. 

The European investors 
have not ruled out the possibil¬ 
ity of financing the business 
plan from their own pockets 
with a rights issue. 

Mr Morrissey’s business 
plan is designed to secure the 
fixture of the papers beyond 
die end of 1996. It is based on a 
ten-week study by nine inter¬ 
nal task forces, which have 
examined every aspect of the 
business, and is believed to 
involve further cost-cutting 
measures on both tides. 


BUSINESS EDITOR 
Robert Ballantyne 



TAKING OFF 



British Aerospace's 
Avro International, 
which builds regional 
jets, does not look like a 
business that has just 
escaped dosure 
Page 2] 
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WRITING DOWN 


Post Office profits fell 
in tiie latest half year 
because of a recently 
ended freeze on letter 
rate? 

Page 19 

-»- 


TICKING OFF 



The Indian 
government is to 
stringent 
on Standard 
Chartered 
Page 18 

—#- 


MOPPING UP 

Wessex Water topped 
all the other water 
companies with a 10 
per cent rise in the half- 
year dividend 
page 19 



WITH £20,000? 

IN 10 YEARS IT MIGHT 
ONLY BE WORTH £10,000 

Tha£s assuming an average rate of inflation of7.5% 
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More winners than losers in great gas rush 




ON APRIL 1.1996, a million of British Gas’s 
1825 million household customers will be able 
to sign up with rival suppliers ar paces that 
should enable them to shave at least 10 per cent 
eff their gas bills. A year later, a further million 
British Gas customers will be free to jump ship, 
and, in April 1998. all remaining customers will 
be free to follow suit 

The chances are. of course, that they won’t. 
Throughout a year-long enquiry into the UK 
gas market by the Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission and the subsequent six months of 
lobbying, British Gas has focused on difficul¬ 
ties of a more competitive regime. 

Executives argued that rivals would “cherry 
pick" the most profitable customers and leave 
British Gas as supplier of last resort, servicing 
low-usage households from which it was 
almost impossible to make a profit 

Those worries seemed to have retreated 


British Gas is bullish about imminent competition, as details of 
protection for poorer customers are awaited, Ross Tieman says 

share of the firm contract gas market in Britain. 
The government's surprise decision 18 months 
ago to lower the threshold of competition from 
25,000therms of gas a year to 2500 showed that 
economies were not confined to big users. Since 
that decision, independents have secured 
almost a third of the small business market. Mr 
Heseltine’s decision to extend competition to the 
domestic market follows a trend. 

A study for 12 independent suppliers, pub¬ 
lished earlier this year, suggested that a saving 
of 113 per cent could be achieved in die annual 
bill of the smallest gas users, even when, 
typically, that bill was Utile more than £55- 
Detafls of the workings of a fully competitive 


yesterday. In spite of the decision of Michael 
Heseltine, President of the Board of Trade, to 
force the pace of competition. British Gas 
seemed confident that cost-cutting and im¬ 
proved customer focus would enable it to 
respond effectively to competition. 

When British Gas was privatised nine years 
ago, many argued that gas supply was a 
natural monopoly. However, Ofgas, the 
industry regulator, showed that customers 
benefit if rival suppliers compete to supply 
business users, paying British Gas a fee for 
delivering the fuel through its pipeline system. 

According to British Gas. some 30 indepen¬ 
dent suppliers have now secured a 70 per cent 


market remain to be settled. Clare Spottis- 
woode, director-general of gas supply, will, in 
foe new year, say how she proposes to prevent 
discrimination against the poorest customers. 

It is already dear that licences can be drafted 
to oblige suppliers to offer similar prices and 
terms to all customers in their licence area. 
Suggestions that consumers furthest from 
North Sea gas fields would have to pay 
premium prices for gas appear exaggerated. 

Ofgas may yet be obliged to introduce a 
rationing system to ensure that no more than 5 

per cent of British Gas customers defect in each 

of the first two years of competition. However, 
price cuts, and further improvements in 
service, are likely to deliver similar benefits to 
those who stay with their present supplier. 

Pennington, page 19 
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Western banks indicted 
over Bombay scandal 


By PatriciaTehan, banking correspondent 


i 







Manmohan Singh, finance minister, "failed to act” 


STRINGENT penalties are to 
be imposed on Standard Char¬ 
tered and three other banks by 
the Indian government. 

The long-awaited report by 
an Indian parliamentary com¬ 
mittee into a $ 1.28 billion 
securities trading scandal in 
Bombay, uncovered last year, 
recommends heavy punish¬ 
ments for the Indian opera¬ 
tions of Standard Chartered, 
BankAmerica, ANZ Grindlay 
and Citicorp. Indian banks 
are also criticised. 

D.R. Mehta, deputy gover¬ 
nor of the Reserve Bank of 
India (RBI), the country's cen¬ 
tral bank, said foe RBI would 
take action against banks 
indicted by die committee. 

Standard Chartered is sub¬ 
jected to harsher criticism 
than the others. It is accused in 
the report of "durnmytransac- 
tion5 to transfer profit or 
conceal foe true extent of 


depreciation in securities”. It 
is also accused of manipulat¬ 
ing investment and account¬ 
ing records. Citibank is accused 
of trying to conceal the turnover 
of business with brokers. 

On Standard Chartered, the 
report says: “The demarcation 
of responsibilities between the 
front office and the back office 
got diffused and controls total¬ 
ly weakened. There has been a 
complete abdication of respon¬ 
sibilities by the back office." 

Standard Chartered made a 
£305 million loss on Indian 
operations in 1992, after rais¬ 
ing its provision for possible 
bad debts resulting from the 
scandal by £112 million, to 
£272 million. 

Yesterday, a spokesman for 
the bank said foe problems 
were caused by foe inability of 
Bom bays stock market to 
cope with the boom 18 months 
ago. He said the report ex¬ 


pressed some extreme views. 

Standard Chartered has re¬ 
covered £25.9 million in a 
settlement of its legal action 
against the National Housing 
Bank of India and another 
£7.9 million from foe State 
Bank of Patiala. The spokes¬ 
man said: “We as a bank and 
other foreign banks and other 
parties in India have been 
defrauded on a massive scale 
by a scam." 

The 322-page report says the 
four banks were at the heart of 
the scandal and recommends 
that foe Reserve Bank of India 
should consider “disallowing 
repatriation of profits through 
irregular securities transac¬ 
tions and other malpractices”. 
It also recommends that their 
licences be suspended and that 
“legal action should be pur¬ 
sued both in India and the 
foreign country concerned”. 

The report also says 


Manmohan Singh. India’s fi¬ 
nance minister, is account¬ 
able, as his ministry failed to 
stop the scandal, in which 
banks and brokers were ac¬ 
cused of colluding to siphon 
money illegally from the inter¬ 
bank securities market to fuel 
a boon on the Bombay exchange. 

The report says: “They (the 
banks) have acted in an unbe¬ 
coming manner, indulged in 
large-scale security deals 
highly disproportionate to 
their normal requirements 
and in the process not only 
violated RBI guidelines but 
also their own set procedures 
and prima fade foe laws of foe 
countries of their origin.” 

. - The-resale bank, does not 
escape censure. The report 
accuses it of “gross negli¬ 
gence” in failing to uncover 
foe scandal. . 

Tempos, page 21 


LEGAL NOTICES 


071-782 7344 


HAVDON VENTDLAmON LTD 
to w ism tMcnto 1993 
A» an Barwri Bi Mry Oml 
Meeting at Dm ato m of Die 
Mow mw il Co mpan y , dult 
convened end bad M Forte erect 
Mold. Futon Road. Horatonak. 
Bristol BSI6 IQX an ISO, 
D rawn 1W1 On fOOawtna 
EXTRAORDINARY RESOLU¬ 
TION was dtrty wmm. - 
-Ttat B bos boon Brand to His 
—or out n m sB im am 
Dm Company cannot, hr reaoon 
or tts Untames. continue to tant- 
neoL and mm R lo odvBoMo to 
wind op tfw one, and •lord 


Whntome or I9A Cavandtsh 
Square. London WlM 9AB bo 
and bateberaby nomtnami LkjiS- 
flaba to, OtoPmvomoraie wtnd- 

lneto" 


Notice o# asamnat 
at UaoMator 
Voluntary windbag up 
Pursuant lo maun UN or 
me Insolvency Act 1986 
Company Nmnber: 1930378. 
Msn of company: DiL B edford 
1(980) LlniUad. Nairn of boa*. 

: togn Mtmacunn a Lino 


Markers. Addrms 
office- Trevfoi House 186-192 
Htfit) Road. Word. Essex. KU 
IJQ. Type of Liquidation: Vohm- 


.. A Co. TrevW 

House 186-193 Won ROM. Word. 
Ernes XU IJQ. OBee Haider No: 
000680. Daw or nppalnnnsnc 17 
December 1999. By whom 
anpotniod: The Members A Credl- 
tom. Date; 17 Pecsmbw 1999. 


NOTICE TO CR EDIT O H S 


trust limited 
flta Mentm' Voluntary 


Company Number; 198417 
Notice to On credi to rs at 
■WMppb Truss LbnBsd 
On l3Dooember 1993Oman- 
nany was pteoed hunsmb ais * vn»- 
untary B mddnMo si and Jomdb n n 
PMUm or Price wummh no 1 
London Bridge. London 8E1 9QL 
was aspotniMl Uquldator by Dm 
N aaretnldan. 

The Mq u ia n lnr ohm notice pur- 
stunt io Rota 4.102A of Hu tnsoi- 


asral damns, to wrlUno. or any 
ctalm against Dm company to Baa 
liquidator. M the above address 
bs> 30 January 1994 wbldt ta Uw 
Iasi day for proving data. The 


wOl toon make a final dMxtounan 
to creditors and Hus a asdtof 
who doas not raelas a dabn By ate 
dale mennonsd wB not be 
todndod in toe dMMbudosL 
The company is aUe to pay an 
ns known c a e dton i in MIL 
19 Dece mb er 1999 
J O A Ptrtatas. Ltoddator. 


NOTICE IS HEREBY OVEN 
toot Coes H. WMttoms of 19A 
WlM 


Ba said C ui i auny by ton ermn- 
ton on X3to Dscambar 1993 
Dated Ms 13to day 
or December 1999 
CJL WMnama, Liquidator 


DISTRICT COURT OF HAIFA. 


PUUNTBT8 ANAT MDW3N. 
TOM MDBGM. RUDI MORON 
DEFENDANT. EHUD RATTNER 
SUBJECT OF (ZSM ALIMONY 
To: Mr BnM Roman-. London 
The Defendant to hereby Ban¬ 
ded that toe Ptobmab (Dad an Ah- 


Oeeendani in tor DMriet Cknrt of 
Ham aocesittos to Chapter 21 or 
too M CM Procedure Regute- 
Uono 1984. 


Tlu Defendant bas tos rioM to 
defend ms cUn wnhm 30 days 
from Ok date of IMo Notice by 
admitting a Otah.iiu.irt of 
De f ines to toe District Com! of 
HAIFA. 


The bearing of the above dm 
to fluid tor 9th January 1994 1 
08.16 before Oh H u ss u u i dde 
Judge PIZAM. 


The Ddmmssd is hereby 
req ui red to appear at this Hear- 
tag. V tor Defendanl fan* to 
datond toe ctonn or talto to ap pear 
« tor iwtai a A d a man t U 
Defauu win to indued spins 


dunandad ta too fids 
J HAI 

Secretary of DMrlct court 
of Horn_ 


THE INSOLVENCY ACT 1986 


LDSUHEWEAP UMBTED 
NOTICE IS HEREBY OVEN. 


_ ac* 1986 mat a rac«c- 
tog o» toe OedMom of me abowe 
named Company wta ba baM ■ 
The Kenertng Pam Hotel. Katter- 
ing Parkway. Kettering. Nortb- 
ampt c msIUre. NN16 «XT 
Friday 7th January 1904 ta 2-30 
PmferttMptdVOaramartkraedta 
SectMas 99-101 of too mM Act 
Nance M further ohm toSOH 
Whimm FCA of ( 
WhiBonu. Its Csrmndtob 
Square. London WlM 9AB. is a 
oemn quaflfled to ad ad on baat- 
vency Prectmonsr to rtotosM 
toe Ootnoanv asad dnrtag toe 
period before me dm on wtdeh 
toe massing Is to be INM wB flpv 
ntsl, credBor*. bee Of dans, 
wnh snen wso reuP on conosra- 
tag too c om pa n y's Miners as tore 
may i m sta u M y require, puna- 
am to Secttan 98C2Xa) of the said 


NOTICE IS ALSO OVEN toot 
for roe i i ur pms of eoPng se cu red 
crcdnora musi tunless they i 
rendu- IMr s s cmtt y) todps al too 
said RagWarcd OSlce of toe Com- 
party before flu TTWdtng a sUde- 
nmd g ivin g p ar tk Lu lari or thefr 
nmum . mo dsse wtun a • 
gtvsn and ttuvahual Widen > Im 


Dosed tots 14th Day 
of December 1993 
By order of the Board 
or nieum. 

UR. LILLIE. DIRECTOR 


BUSINESS FOR SALE 


BRITISH COAL CORPORATION 

Licensing of 
Closed Collieries 


British Coal invites offers for licensing 
the working of coal and the use of associated 
facilities at each of the collieries named 
below. Decisions by British Coal to grant a 
licence m respect ol each colliery will be 
made on a colliery-by-colliery basis. Specific 
proposals for non-mining uses will also be 
given due consideration. 

The collieries for which separate offers 
are invited are Frickley Colliery, Pontefract. 
West Yorkshire; Littleton Colliery. Cannock. 
Staffordshire. Silverdale Colliery. Newcastle- 
under-Lyme. Staffordshire; and Hatfield 
Colliery. Doncaster. South Yorkshire. 

Expressions of interest must be received 
by January 21.1994, either in writing to: 


British Coal Corporation, 
Licensing of Closed Collieries, 
Eastwood Hall, Eastwood, 
Nottinghamshire NG16 SEEL 
Fax No: 0773 532709 


1_1 

or by telephone on the following numbers: 

Fricktay Colliery 

0773 532711 

Littleton Colliery 

0773 532710 

Silverdale Colliery 

0773 532710 

Hatfield Colliery 

0773 532711 


British Coal reserves the right not to 
consider expressions of interest received after 
January 21.1994 Parties who have expressed 
an interest in making an offer in respect ol 
a particular colliery will be provided with a 
Preliminary Information Pack containing 
outline information on the colliery, an applica¬ 
tion form, a letter of undertaking and the 
terms of a £10,000 security deoosil/bond, 
logether with details ol the licensing process 
and timetable 

Detailed information on the relevant 
colliery and draft tender documentation will 
subsequently be provided to any party which 
satisfies the requirements specified m the 
Preliminary Information Pack, which include 
entering into the letter of undertaking and the 
provision of the security deposit/bond. 

The receipt of an offer win not create any 
obligation or commitment on the part of British 
Coal to enler into any negotiators or to grant 
a licence. 

Enquiries about the procedures set out in 
this advertisement should be made in wnling 
to the above address, ar by telephone on the 
numbers listed opposite. 


and subsequently confirmed in writing. 


British 

COAL 


NOTICE B HEREBY COVEN 
Bi« Maurice Raymond 
Oomngton. at Poggleton 
niinlsfiir a Charterhouse Square. 
Loudon. EDM 6EN. i 
appo in ted Lhnrtdatoc at toe start 
Goranamr by too i un bare and 
ordtun on 16th Pe uvmhrr 
1993. 

Dated ads 200i day 
at DeoandMr 1993. 

MJL Portb aResL Um ddatcr 


A J M attaniqg. Limited 
ADMR4BTRATI0M> 
Node* is hereby g i v e n that a 


company to to be held M Ktamte 
Han HoseL Uaswrchymor. 
Hotywen. Cawyrt. CH8 WI on 6 
January 1994 al 3UOO pm to erey 
elder toe prep osali or to* MM 
adntfnisa-aiore. mto &Z8 (I) at 
aw Insolvency Act 19W and to 
c onsi der catabOtome a c re dBm s * 


Mnirtiusor me abore company 
■nay obtain, tree afenanae. a copy 
or tos MstameM at On total 
artunn to u s tore* propoeals by wrtt- 
ing loi- 
N J Daman 

Abbey House. 74 MoStoy Street. 


HARRY MASON 
(C*TD»W) LIMITED 
THE INSOLVENCY ACT 1986 
hi accordance wflh Ride 4.106 
at The hnotvaacy Rides 1906 
MdM is hereby ghen Heat wet 
Deter s Dunn FCA a UeaaN , 
Insolvency RKtoam- 
Latoam Crasstey * DnL. . 
Konrlck PMcn. London WIH 3FP. 
and Atman R Stanway. a 
licensed Insolvency PractHantr 
ar Cork Only. HU Homo, fheto- 
mand HDL Bo uiu e m outo BH2 
6HR urn tovu b it ed Joint Llqul- 
datore of me above p—-y by 

toe craduors on adto Noe mn bw 
1993. 

Dated tote OMh Novambor 1993 
Peters Dunn FCA and Atb-teo R 
Stan way. Jotol LtouMMam 


No. 0010186 of 1993 
IN TIE HUM COURT 
O f JU PKE 
CHANCERY DSVHOON 
re: SEDCWIOC CROUP pic 
- and - 

re: THE COMPANIES ACT 1988 
Nones' b body given tool 
the oraar at toe High Court of 
Jusnoe (Osanccry DMdonl dated 
13 Dscandiar 1993 cuufli iuinal 
■he osnccnottea of toe Shsro Pro-' 
mhn Accaiml or toe al 
named Company amoanttaag to 
D79min was registered by 
the Registrar of Corepoideo on 16 
December 1993. 

DOM 16 December 1993 
UNKLATERS A PAINES 


Monchnur MOO 2AT. 

1 Sottdbore for n» Oowny 

PUBLIC NOTICES 



ACCORD ENERGY LIMITED 

Take notice ow Accord Energy Ltadtcd b aMdytna far a 
Private EJectrtctty Ltoasoe in too roflowliMI hnw 
(l) Fun nam e of to y a pplican t 
ACCORD ENERGY LIMITED 

CO Address of toe appUcant or. Id toe case of a body corpo¬ 
rate. toe regis te re d or principal office 
IBS Grosvenar Rand. London SW1V 3JL 
Address at toe ap pH cs m or. to toe case at * body corpor ate , 
toe re giste red or principal office 
182 Crasvenor Road. London SW1V 3JL 
(3) Where Ow n pp llcani is a company, the Am names at Die 
current Directors and toe company^ registered number: 
Directors: WUUana Somerville PrecgweO. ChrMopher John 
Murray. 


C4) Where a hobuno or 20 per cent or more of toe shares of an 
applicant is Md by a body corpor ate or pa rtnership or an 
untocorvarafed assodaUon carrying on a trade or business 
WMI or wUhom m view to prom, toe nameftti and addre s sees) 
of Uw hokleits) of nail shares shag be provided; 

Afl toe shares of toe a pplic a nt are bu nnflc l aay owned by 
British Gas pic. 

Regfittcred Office; 132 Crasvenor Road. London SWIV 3JL. 
*S) Desired dale from which me Scenes Is to cake effect: 
1st January 1994. 

16) A sufficient descrtpOon adeonattity spediytno Ole nature 
and situation or toe pre mls e i intended to be supplied, sapa- 
ratety tdentovtoB premises wtodn toe power bonds snecUted 
to and to toe extent provided by pa r agra p h 7 below; 

All premises or British Gas pic and tts sutohOarfcsi with a 
demand at greater than IMW and from 1 April 1994 with a 
demand at greater than lOOkW in toe tallowing REC areas: 
Northern Electric Me Yorkshire Electricity Me 

NOR WEB pic East Midlands Electricity pic 

MANWEB Mr Eastern Electricity pic 

Midlands E3ecmcfty Me Londo n EX triclty pie 

SWALEC pic SEEBOARD pic 

South Western EJedrictty pic Southern Electric pie 

(7) (a) Subject u» sidy paragraph <b) indicate toe total number 
of pre m ise s intended lo be supplied In cadi power band as 
shown m toe table Mow, tog ether with toe agg reg a te energy 
forecast lo be Kvplfed and toe agmegate esti m at ed maximum 


<b) ir toe date in naragi a nh 6 «bo*e h on or after 1st April 
1994 men only Power Band A shall be completed and IT the 
said date is on or after 1st Aptfl 1996 then tots paragraph 
shall cease to have effect. 


Ptawer band Number at 

Aggragale 

BMrgy 



(CWh) 


(KStumd 

to ba 

BOBStM 

IA) Not 



exccnUng 

O.i Mw None 



(B) DKsnBns 

0.1 MW But 60 

not uiudhn 

1.0 MW 

30MW 

142CWh 


IB) A desert pnon of Uw system of electric ones and electrical 
Mam by means of which uw a w l h.au mtuate to sunMy etec- 
maty. Indicatlno wuen pbnt and Ones are » be constructed 
and wMch are exMlng plant rad hncs. and fuitoer htentuying 
any parts at that system wMdi win not 1 st owned by or 
otherwise m me po— cwl oa or co n trol of the appUcatiL 
An existing and future Ones and Maid owned by: 

Northern Electric pie Yorkshire Etecmctty pic 

NORWEB Dir East Midlands Elrctrktly MC 

Manweb pic Eastern Etectrioty pic 

Midlands Ekcmctty sir Lando n asrt rtrtpr pic 

SWALEC Me SEEBOARD Me 

South Western EtacirfcMy pic Southern Electric pic 

Nadotoi Grid Conanny Me 

19) A statement of ttw ssdcpt Of MWI to wMMi the appBcaot 
cot Bidets B iHBsssaty tor pawn under schedule 3 icompat 
sory a c o uh m o n of tend eta and under ached ate « (other 
powers sic) to toe Ad to be gtven torouMi the Hemoe tor 
which he is apply i n g : 

All powers of anttMtloa of toad etc and aB otter powers 
available under Sctwdidaa 3 and « to the act necessary to 
carry out actMOes under acetic* as a suMter of eteamiy 
wflMn the areas tieftosa. 

(t(B Ottatk of any neances htod. applied tor or befog aoMMd 
for tty toe appneant in reroset of to* pt tw r n tw n . n w Rnds s i un 
or supply or Msctrlcfty: 

None. 

cj. Murray, Director. Accord Energy Luxated 
NOTE! In corapttaoe wBh ow Oectncfly CAPPOa nto w for 
Lironoes and BstatoM of UceneaM Regulaifotis l Wftmna 
relevant to the above appMcmitoo are lodged at Reotonal 
Offices of toe Office or Etecmarv Reoulatkin and arc avaa> 
abtofremapeaioD tv toe pttoBc between loam and 4gm on 
any working day. 

16th December 1993. „ 


IN THE HIGH COURT OF 
JUSTICE 

CHANCERY DIVISION - 
No. 00X0010 at 1993 - - 

IN THE MATTER OF 
LONDON A METROPOLITAN 
PUC 
- and - 

M THE MATTER OF THE 
' COMP ANIE S ACT 1988 
NOTICe IS HEREBY (SVEN 


Oast a Admen was on nan 
Mbvtmti ri rJ 99jL m aaan t eB ln»sr - 
MsioaaywjntaTXiunw. 


caowoogaooo, ^- nyMrad- - ■ 

316S64J3Sfi7 Ordhury Shares of 
Bo''Rato. 306.169,1566 Detema 
Sbaras or 9 p sach and t ltaelawl 
*5ed - '-slssn- . at , ' lp‘, to 
8iajto,ai.i3s dtatasnd hb 
nuMaar ontonor sharw or 
SpsadbiandMUwoBBoNlMlanar ■ 
tha wtM>teof -the amount ■tmllna 
to Bte credit -of the Share Pro- 
Mas AniswiiH 
aiponw. 


AND NOTICE IS FURTHER- 
CtYEN THAT the atad RoflOsn is 
dtawaed ta be tatad before Mr. 
H«gl * ra r todkr at the Reed 
Courts or Jtttfloe. SteauL London 
wcaon W e d nes day ihe 1201 day 
at January 1994. i 
-ANV CradHor or SharehoMer 
at Vm tMUt O mu ony desMno to 


for. e uu fb mau oh at n>e saM 
reduction at capital and eaaeeUa- 
toai of me Shore Prontum 


A COPY oTIter sold I __ 
be nil nWied to any.’aorti 

by me 



PO Ban BTO 
19 New BrMga Street 
London EC4V 6 DH 
REF: LXF/63/V137790 
Bobcitare foe me abova-tumed 
_ 


No 0010371 of IMS 
DU THE HKJH COURT 
OF JU STICE 
CHANCERY DtVtS tON 
*i THE MATTER OF 
STERLINC TRUST PUC 
- re d - 

IN. THE MATTER OF 
THE COMPANIES ACT 1988 
NOTICE » HEREBY GIVEN 
Oml a Rstftten was on ow 3601 
day at Novembe r 1993 presented 
to He Mtaaatys Hlgn Corel of 
JuMln lor Ow teanflimatHn or Ow 
reduction or me breed taiare caid- 
tel of me reouo-nemeu ftnirti 
tram cCi34.4Bs.90 to no lew 
Cl A3CL387.98 and Ow 


account or me tamw-named Com¬ 
pany front E30A47A86 to no less 

total C9.776.Ci37 by retnmtao 
capital wtilcti Is m exeat or Ow 
wants at dm Osnuw. 

AND NOTICE IS FURTHER 
OVEN mat On start Pottuon k 
«rected to be Heard before Mr 
g esut ra r Buckley at the Royal 
Court, or Justice. Strand. London 
WC2A 2LL Ok WedneodQV the 
I am day or January 1994. 

any cramor or flhareholder 
of Die said Comoanv detartng lo 


tor iha ceMnmaan at me stad 


m motbneor H n oi lug m pa re on or 

ta^Countet ror that pettwee. 


atata ut of the ree u tated cnarae 
far Ow sue. 

DATED Oth 90th day 


Theodore Ooddanl 
ISO Alds n taS L Statet 
London ECtA 4IJ 
Bn M cf tora for me above nomre 
Otaapany. flter369/PH8s.6«n 


NO. OOTO9B at 1993 
DU THE HIGH COURT 
__ OF JUSTICE 
CHANCERY QMB ON 
N THE MATTER OP. 
ROYAL DOULTON DM 
■ and - 

THE* TKE iSaS?* °' Fi 

NO TtCC » HEREBY OVEN 
th at a PHn on ww on Bw 9th Pay 

KS - US'S'"* H ‘ Bh Court"?'** 


reduction or me 
to me credit ef me mare premium 
acrotmi or the above-named Cam- 
MtohyCUfUia 
AND WT1CE IS FURTHER 
ttVDM Oiat me nod Potmen is 

teerat-d to De tward before Mr 

5*Wf Bacbley at the Revel 
Courts of Jlasire. atrend. unidon 
WC 2 A 2 LL ao Wtemm y the 
19m day or ireuaiy. two. 

Any Creditor or Srorsftoldtr or 
w said Company d. Wr ing to 
OHMSs the making dan O 
tee tee coaltiinaUuu or the 


or t m i a i u in sawtr by Cdin- 
sei Mr mat pinose. A eotar or the 
■••d Pemtaa wm be hatabdwd to 

any such Demon rasteflne me 

by me taiib i i asii Bim s a 


Mea charge tar me same. 
Dated this S9nd day 
of Psco tn twr 1993 

lO Norwich StaM 
London BC4A 1BD 
mer: JRSO/A2L/B39947) 
Souatore 

tar the abavsnamed C an man y 


November sales of unit 
trusts at seven-year high 

MPT <aiis of unit trusts totalled £407 miUionlastvnonfo. 
foe highest November inflow since 1986- The total m 
Sou«^hffl992 was £257 million. Private investors pushed 
net sales of E450 million worth of 

lmiftrusts-The industry beUeves the 
temdSame from building ^cieties, wh,di l^monfo 
saw £400 million flow out of their collective coffere. Net 
institutional demand was down £43 million last month 
The total net inflow into unit trusts so far 
been £82 billion, making 1993 foe best year on record for 
sales of unit trusts. The number of awunt holdere within 
all 24 unit trust sectors has risen from 4-89 mfllion in 
October to 4.94 million last month. However, levds of unit 
trust funds under management fell to £875 fofoon from 
£885 biffioa due to fells in the Japanese and othex ftr 
Eastern markets. United Kingdom equity income foods 
proved foe most popular, with investors looking for a 
better rate of return than the building societies are able tp 
offer. Total net sales in this sector topped £120 million, with 
1 mfllion unitholders. 

Mosaic back in black 

MOSAIC Investments, foe licensing and design group 
that was rescued by financial reconstruction, returned to 
profit in its first half and has promised to pay dividends 
again “as soon as possible". Mosaic, which made its name 
in foe late 1980s by merchandising cartoon characters such 
as Desperate Dan, made pre-tax profit of £416,000 in the 
half year to October 31 after a £14.84 million loss in foe year 
to April 30 and a £2.64 million loss in the same period last 
year. Losses per share last time of 17.92p were turned into 
earnings of 0J4p. Prospects are “markedly more positive". 

EC approves £7m aid 

THE European Commission has given the go-ahead for 
Swan Hunter, foe ailing Tyneside shipyard, to receive gov¬ 
ernment subsidies of up to £7 million. The move will make 
foe shipyard, which went into receivership in May, more 
attractive to potential buyers, temporarily safeguarding its 
1,000 jobs. Swan Hunter is not currently eligible for foe 
European Community’s shipbuilding intervention fund ~ 
because of its warship building capacity. The EC agreed to 
Britain's one-off request for foe shipyard to switch back to 
“merchant yard” status to become eligible for the aid. 

Novo considers claim 

NOVO, the media services company, said professional 
advice indicated it had a good prospect of succeeding in a 
breach of warranty datm against BET, from which it last 
year acquired Walport International a distributor of 
rental videos to ships and oil rigs. The action would aim to 
recover costs and losses arising from alleged licensing . 
irregularities found in Walport. Novo unveiled a dip in 
taxable profits to £649.000 (£670,000) in foe six months to 
September 30, along with a fall in earnings per share to 
0.?7p (2L98p). The interim dividend is O.lp (03p). 

Plaistowe audit post 

THE main chartered - accountancy institutes are to 
strengthen their influence in the Auditing Practices Board. 
Ian Plaistowe. immediate past president of foe Insitute of 
Chartered.. AccounUnfeJJn England and Wales and a 
parfoerin Arttter Arfdwsen, is to become chairman of foe * 
3&B frtajj^Cprit ts&iflgloyer from Bill Morrison, who has: 
befsj foiinder,cfaa5rowtrance 1991. Ian Percy, of Grant 
Thornton, a former presidfent of the Scottish institute, is to 
be vice chairman, taking over from Ernst & Young's 
' Michael Boyd.', < 

Bespak suffers setback 

». § 1 (i i . t ‘ 

BESPAK.^ supplier, of ^specialist valves and plastic 
‘mouldingsto the health industry, has reported a slump in- 
earnings for-foe half year to October 29. However, protax.. 
profits of-£2-9 million, down from £5 million, beat 
expectations The interim dividend rises by 5 per cent, to 
4Jip, although earnings foil to 7.5p a share, from UL2p. 
Bespak shares recovered 12p, to 320p. Sales in the US were 
particularly badly hit because of doubts about foe impact 
of healthcare reforms. Provisions were, however, lower 
than expected when a profit warning was given last month. 

Profits fall at Faupel 

A MIXED trading picture at Faupel Trading Group, foe 
USM garment and textiles importer, saw protax profits 
fell to £404,000 (£639.000) in the six months to September 
30. Household textiles boosted sales and profits, but patchy 
demand in foe garments business impeded progress, foe 
directors said. Faupel said that a Shanghai office had been 
opened to keep abreast of the developing supply base in 
China. However, the group saw no early recovery in the 
garments division. The interim dividend is held al !.85p, on 
earnings per share down from 5.19p to 257p. 



Last Chance to 
Invest 

BES Ends 31 December 1993 

~BARRATT 
MAXIMUM GROWTH 
SECOND FUND 

_ • 100% Tax Relief 

• High Contracted Minimum Return 
~ Upside Potential 


-* Ear[ y ls su e of BES Cer tificate 

£9 million raised -£1 million ay^his. 


For further information and a 
prospectus contacf:- 

Capital for Companies Limited 

(Member of FIMBRA) 


Telephone Hot Line:- 

0484 608066 
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P A price to pay for brave new world of Gas □ Lord Young sounds a sour lottery note □ Bureaucrats still flying the red flag 


jrLf?** ordinary private cus- 
g”«rs, the golden age of reliable 
«iptp gas js over. For ordinary 
private investors, the promises rtf 
privatisation have fmally been 
abandoned. Simply for the sake 
of ideotogy. Tha is nS ft? 

82?®*** Department of 
t rade and Industry offered yes- 
SJjfX* TJ* difference between 
image and reality probably ex¬ 
plains why. neanng five months 
arer the monopolies commission 
m British 

Gas. Michael Heseltine waited 
that extra few days so that he did 
not have to face Parliament 
before it rose for Christmas and 
wny he has carefully structured 
his reponse so that he will not 
nave to face Parliament with a 
BUI to divest British Gas of its 
trading business. The outcome 
underlines the weakness of the 
President of the Board of Trade. 
If the coal fiasoo was a fait 
accompli by the old energy 
department, the gas ruling 
shows signs of last minute 
intervention from the Treasury 
by Michael Portillo. 

Treasury influence might well 
explain why the costs of eliminat¬ 
ing the monopoly gas tariff to 
small users have been dis¬ 
honestly left to one side. Who is 
to pay for them? Almost certainly 
both residential consumers and 
British Gas shareholders. The 
commission’s report was at least 
transparent. It acknowledged 


Heseltine leaves bullet unbitten 


that opening the tariff market 
unwinding cross-subsidies to 
smaller users, would implicitly 
raise pries to them. The Govern¬ 
ment has left that for discussion, 
though competition has been 
advanced a year. The com¬ 
mission recommended a I per 
cent annual easing of the price 
limit to allow for the last top* 
slicing of the tariff in 1992. That 
has been put off for discussion by 
Ofgas next year. The com¬ 
mission also accepted that the 
cost of reorganising British Gas 
for the sake of public polity 
should be met fay customers. 
Thai too has been swept under 
the carpet With VAT hurting gas 
and electricity customers in two 
stages from new April, the 
Government does not want to tell 
them how much they must pay. 

No wonder British Gas shares 
fell yesterday. Ir looks disturb¬ 
ingly likely that shareholders 
wm be levied for reorganisation 
without being able to realise the 
depleted value of the trading 
business. Given cavalier treat¬ 
ment of the 25-year licence, it also 
looks likely that — in order to 
stimulate competition — Ofgas 
will not allow British Gas to 


compete on level terms. It has 
already been forced to give away 
business probably worth an 
eventual £200 million profit a 
year. Foreign utilities aside, the 
main gainers could be regional 
electricity utilities who should be 
able to make a turn supplying 
gas through BG pipelines. 

British Gas has already made 
its response dear. Rather than 
compete in electricity, it is bring¬ 
ing in a new chairman from 
outside the industry pledged "to 
focus on adding value for the two 
million loyal shareholders and 
institutions" who finance capital 
spending. Not much of that is 
Likely to oe in Britain. 

Sweeteners for 
the lottery 

□ THE message from Peter 
Davis. Director-General of the 
National Lottery, is that the 
enthusiasm demonstrated by 
potential applicants fand other 
interested parties") bas been 
’‘very encouraging". Unlikely 
that the DG of the UK’s much 
trumpeted £4 billion national 
flutter would admit otherwise 


PENNINGTON 



but judging from yesterday’s 
relaxation of conditions attached 
to the "draft" licence proposals, it 
is conceivable that interest dis¬ 
played fay potential applicants 
may have proved somewiat less 

encouraging than the Deport¬ 
ment of National Heritage orig¬ 
inally envisaged. 

News of a six-month extension 
of the licence to end-September 
2001 will inevitably be welcomed 
by the competing consortia, 
bearing in mind that the “dream 
licence” would have had a 10- 
year time-span. Hopes that the 
venture will be up and running 
by the autumn of 1994 have 
always erred on the optimistic, 
not least because of the time 
required by the Government in 
respect of its “fit and proper" due 


diligence enquiries and the fact 
that major supermarket chains 
—perceived as an integral aspect 
of the distribution network — 
will hardly welcome hi-tech 
distractions during the run up to 
Christmas 1994. Assuming a 
spring 1995 launch, operators 
thus enjoy a 6h-year run on an 
estimated £150 million/£200 mil¬ 
lion start up project 

Another strong sweetener 
comes in the shape of a signifi¬ 
cant easing of potential liability 
in the event of revocation of the 
licence with a ceiling of the 
greater of £40 million, or 2h per 
cent of turnover, being distinctly 
less onerous than the Govern¬ 
ment’s original proposals. Simi¬ 
larly, the fixed minimum pay¬ 
ment requirement has been 
deleted, while Davis's call for 
“transparency" will presumably 
serve to sharpen up the tender¬ 
ing process. 

Major contenders such as 
Camelot, NM Rothschild and 
the Great British Lottery Com¬ 
pany have already proved rel¬ 
atively transparent but, what 
yesterday's details should herald 
is clarification of the make up of 
other potential consortia includ¬ 


ing the likes of Rainbow, chaired 
fay Sir Patrick Sheehy. the Tote 
(possibly In harness with GEC 
and Thom EMI) and Rank. 

Meanwhile, it fell upon Lord 
Young, co-founder with Richard 
Branson of the Lottery Founda¬ 
tion. to produce a somewhat 
discordant reaction. In his 
words: “We welcome the begin¬ 
ning of what we hope will be a 
dean fight" But why should the 
fight be anything but dean? This 
is. after all. nothing more than a 
competitive tender. 

No free trade 
in the air 

□ SERVICES in the GatL Forget 
it In the airline business, 
bureaucrats go first and planes 
follow at a safe distance, if at ait. 
Within Europe, state subsidies 
reign supreme although they 
have theoretically been phased 
out Yesterday, the Commission 
approved an injection of £170 
million into Act Lingus by the 
Irish government which has 
been so cooperative in crucial 
votes. There are conditions but 
they will cause hollow laughs at 


British Airways, which pulled 
out of uneconomic Irish routes, 
and at British Midland, which 
must now face subsidised com¬ 
petition. In European aviation, 
as in steel (also left out of Gan). 
British firms were forced to be 
commercial years ago, but must 
now stand with one hand behind 
their back as others pile in 
subsidies to make supposedly 
final adjustments. We can al¬ 
ready be fairly sure that more 
will be needed at Air France. 

In America’s cut-throat world 
of unfettered airline capitalism, 
the bureaucrat still walks in 
front with a red flag. America 
seems to have a new agenda, 
despite its bureaucrats' advan¬ 
tage, in their favourite sport of 
bilateral negotiation, of having 
the world's biggest protected 
home market Since America is 
nor getting all the through routes 
and Heathrow slots it wants via 
national bilaterals, it really 
wants a big EC bilateral that can 
be forced on member states. 
Meanwhile, it is making life 
sticky. Since the Uruguay Round 
turned into an EC/US bilateral, 
that switch may be inevitable. It 
should not be allowed to enhance 
Brussels bureaucracy. In the 
battle for airport slots, market 
forces could work perfectly well 
by themselves if airlines were 
allowed, indeed encouraged, to 
buy and sell their existing slots at 
popular airports. 


Wessex tops water table 
with 10% payout rise 


By Carl Mortished 

WESSEX Water tramped its 
peers in the water industry 
with a 10 per cent rise in the 
half-year payout to sharehold¬ 
ers to So after boosting pre-tax 


profits to £53 million from £44 
million in the six months to 
September 30. 

Wessex is the last of the 
water utilities to report its half 
year figure and the dividend 
rise caused its shares to rise 5p 
to 722p, only to foil bade later 
to 7I4p in a weak market 
Nicholas Hood, chairman, 
credited the improved result to 
a good performance at Wessex 
Waste Management and con¬ 
tainment of costs in the regu¬ 
lated water and sewerage 
business. 

“We have maintained high 
standards and at the same 
time improved efficiency” he 
said. 

' Profits from Wessex Waste 
Management, the water com¬ 
pany's joint venture with 
Waste Management Interna¬ 
tional, rose from £3 2 million 
to £8.4 million in the half year, 
contributing £4.2 mfllion to 
Wessex Water's bottom line. 
Mr Hood said that about 50 
per cent of the profit rise in tbe 
waste business was generated 
from acquisitions while the 
remainder was internally gen¬ 
erated. 

Long terra, the group aims 
to generate as much profit 
from waste management as 
from the water business. Wes¬ 
sex tapped its shareholders for 
£84 million in a rights issue in 
January which, in pan, fund¬ 
ed its share of the £100 million 
purchase, by Wessex Waste of 
NFC’S waste management 
business. 

Later in the year, .the non- 
regulated business expanded 



Nicholas Hood sees long term benefits of waste 


further in waste management 
and landfill, buying two busi¬ 
nesses in August and bolting 
on a further two in November, 
plus a landfill site. Mr Hood 
ggiri that landfill bad been a 


difficult business in the recent 
period due to delays in imple¬ 
menting tighter environmen¬ 
tal legislation but new 
licensing requirements, which 
come into effect on May 1 next 


year would improve prices, he 
explained. 

“A lot of Landfill wfll be 
handed bade to local authori¬ 
ties and prices should im¬ 
prove" he said. Recently, small 
contractors have been cutting 
prices for waste to fill up sties 
which may not survive the 
new licensing rules, be added. 

Turnover in the core busi¬ 
ness, Wessex Water Services, 
was up 6 per cent to £109 
million after water bills in¬ 
creased by the same rate to 
customers. 

the utility's operating profit 
increased from £41 million to 
£46 million. Mr Hood said 
that his objective in the cur¬ 
rent periodic review of water 
prices was to obtain a good 
deal for customers as well as 
shareholders but he believed 
that Ofwars,,proposed return 
on capital of 5 to 6 per cent was 
too low. 

“We are less disadvantaged 
than some companies on the 
cost of capital issue but there is 
going to be some eyeball to 
eyeball negotiation." he said. 
Disappointment oyer Jack of 
success by the government in 
rolling back fhe timescale for 
implementation of the Urban 
Waste Water Treatment Di¬ 
rective has caused anxiety in 
the water industry about pric¬ 
ing of water services and 
permitted rates of return. 

Wessex Water spent some 
£60 million on capital expen¬ 
diture in the first half and 
expects to spend £120 million 
in foe full year. A major factor 
determining future expendi¬ 
ture for Wessex will be wheth¬ 
er or not water bodies such as 
the Severn Estuary are classi¬ 
fied as sea for the purposes of 
waste water treatment. 
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Resurgent Berisford 
on acquisition trail 


By Susan Gilchrist 


BERISFORD fotematiqnal is 
poised to make a significant 
acquisition in engineering and 
building products. It wiii 
bring Alan Bowkeft. chief 
executive, closer to his goal of 
taking the property-to-agricul- 
rure group into the FT-SE 100 
index. 

Mr Bowkjeu, who has 
brought Berisford back from 
the brink of financial collapse, 
said the group expected to 
announce a deal early in the 
v new year. He declined to name 
the target company but said; 
“Our shareholders would ex¬ 
pect our first acquisition to be 
in Britain and in line with 
management experience in en¬ 
gineering and building prod¬ 


ucts." Berisford narrowly 
foiled to take over C&J Clark, 
fhe troubled Somerset shoe 
maker, this year. 

Mr Bowkett said tbe im¬ 
pending deal would be funded 
through a rights issue. It 
would mark the first step in 
rebuilding Berisford, which 
has seen sales foil from more 
than £2 billion to less than 
£100 million in five years. 

The company unvoted a 
pre-tax loss of E5 million for 
the year to September 3a 
against a £65 million loss last 
time. Turnover fell from 
£130.5 mfllion to £723 minion, 
partly reflecting continuing 
disposals. 

Again there is no dividend. 


Clouds gather over 
UK trade prospects 

By Janet Bush, economics correspondent 


BRITAIN’S trade deficit with 
countries outside the Euro¬ 
pean Community more than 
doubled last month, the result 
of a worrying foil in exports 
and continual buoyancy in 
imports. 

The non-EC deficit shot up 
to £767 million from an up¬ 
wardly revised £372 million m 
October, according to the Cen¬ 
tral Statistical Office. Exclud¬ 
ing oil and erratic items such 
as ships and precious stones, 
the deficit increased to £634 
million, from £386 million in 
October. 

November's deficit was ex¬ 
pected to be much forger than 
Octobers — which was re- 
as erratic and 


unsustainaWy good. Tbe CSO 
noted that the defi c its for tbe 
three months to November 
and for the three months to 
August were both about £2 
bilJW 

Ncrvember saw a fall of 73 
per cent in the value of 
exports, while import values 
remained unchanged. 

There are also signs that 
trade volume is turning 
against Britain. According to 
Robert Lind, of UBS. underly¬ 
ing imports rose by 4 per cent 
in the three months to Novem¬ 
ber, compared with an in¬ 
crease of only 1 per cent in 
underlying export volumes. “If 
these trends continue, the non- 
EC defirit^will widen," he said. 


Price freeze costs Post Office a packet 


By George Sivell 
ASSISTANT BUSINESS EDITOR 

THE Post Office suffered a dive in first- 
half profits from £135 million to £59 
million In the six months to the end of 
September. II blamed a freeze on tetter 
prices from September 1991 to this 
November for the result 
However, Michael Heron, th e Pos t 

Office chairman, expressed determ¬ 
ination to meet the external Bnanong 
limi t set by central government of £181 
million for the year to March 31- 
The limit, the amount of casnthe 
government drains from the Post Office 


each year, is more than three times that of 
the previous year. It is set to rise again, to 
£226 milh'on. in 1994-95 after an increase 
of £50 mfllion revealed in tbe November 
Budget Kenneth Clarke, the Chancellor, 
also set the Post Office’s external financ¬ 
ing limits at £213 million for 1995-96 and 
£178 mfllion for 199647. 

Mr Heron has become increasingly 
critical of tbe commercial uncertainly 
created by the absence of a derision on 
the Post Office's future. It has put £840 
mfllion into central government coffers 
once 1981 and claims to have been 
profitable and free of subsidy for 17 years, 
post Office profitability is traditionally 


higher in the second half, when business 
is boosted fay the Christmas rush. 
Business is presently said to be much 
busier than the record 63 million items a 
day handled cm average during the first 
hall itself arise of 2 million a week on the 
first half of last year. Tbe Post Office now 
claims to serve more than nine out of ten 
customers within five minutes. Royal 
Mail profits were £55 mfllion in the first 
half, down from £131 million. Paredforce 
losses improved from £21 million to £17 
mfllion despite difficult trading condi¬ 
tions. Express revenues rose 27 per cent 
Post Office Counters profits slipped from 
£12 mfllion to £10 million. 


Care urged 
on offer 
by Lloyd’s 

By Philip Pangalos 

THE Association of Lloyd’s 
Members urged names to 
think hard before rejecting tbe 
£900 million settlement that 
Lloyd’s has offered m compen¬ 
sation for huge losses suffered. 
Some Lloyd’s action groups 
have already rejected the offer. 

Neil Shaw, the association's 
chairman, said: “Names 
should not feet under any 
pressure to make an early 
decision." He added: “A some¬ 
what unsatisfactory settle¬ 
ment now may be more 
attractive than a scramble of 
litigation in which there will 
be casualties.” 

□ Prominent members of 
London’s Greek shipping 
community plan to invest in 
Lloyd's when the insurance 
market opens to corporate 
capital next year. They have 
formed Wentworth Under¬ 
writing. which starts with a 
capacity of £10 mfllion. 


Sanctions threatened 
in U S-UK air dispute 

By Colin Narbrough and Philip Robinson 


THREATS from senior offici¬ 
als that America intends to 
play rough with British Air¬ 
ways to gain increased access 
for US carriers io Heathrow 
has increased the chances of 
aviation war breaking out 
next month. 

A Ministry of Transport 
-spokesman in London said 
America’s rejection of British 
proposals for a phased move 
to total liberalisation of air 
transport was coupled with its 
refusal to give Britain some¬ 
thing in return for more access 
to Heathrow. 

Continued failure to reach a 
deal, after unfruitful talks a 
fortnight ago between British 
and American officials, is like¬ 
ly to lead to sanctions. 

The latest American threats 
were delivered by transporta¬ 
tion and foreign _ affairs offici¬ 
als in a private briefing at 


which it was made dear that 
Britain and America remain 
as far apart as ever. 

No more talks are expected 
until after the 60-day code- 
sharing permit granted by the 
US to BA and USAir. its 
American partner, expires on 
January 12. US officials 
warned that BA would not be 
allowed to increase its near 25 
per cent stake in USAir and 
may have rights jointly to 
display flights rescinded. 

Britain earlier threatened 
retaliatory action if code-shar¬ 
ing permits are not extended, 
saying that it wilJ start by 
banning one American flight a 
week into Heathrow. The Brit¬ 
ish offer is for one additional 
route into Heathrow each year 
for American carriers. 

BA invested almost $400 
million for a near-25 per cent 
stake in USAir with plans to 


increase that to 49 per cent It 
has applied for a near-75 per 
cent increase in the number of 
US cities ft may serve on a 
code-sharing basis. 

America has also threat¬ 
ened to block code-sharing 
plans of Lufthansa, the Ger¬ 
man carrier, and United Air¬ 
lines due to start next month. 
□ Aer lingus, the Irish state 
airline, was yesterday given 
the go-ahead by tbe the Euro¬ 
pean Commission to receive 
government subsidies worth 
IRE175 million. The aid will 
come in three tranches spread 
over two years and Aer Lingus 
can only use the money for 
restructuring purposes, it can¬ 
not expand its operating fleet 
and ft cannot increase the 
number of seats offered on its 
main. Irdand-UK routes 
above previously agreed 
levels. 


Contract notice for 
Accounts Payable and 
Purchasing Services 

(PRE-QUALIFICATION) 

As part of its market testing programme the Housing Corporation 
hereby invites companies to apply to provide accounts payable and 
purchasing services on behalf of the organisation. 

The successful company will be expected to take control of accounts 
payable systems; provide a help desk facility; provide information for the 
half year and annual accounts preparation; raise invoices; provide 
accountable cash management systems; manage the Corporation’s fixed 
assets; provide competitive purchase systems on behalf of the 
Corporation and manage the external distribution of the Housing 
Corporation's priced and free publications. 

To qualify, companies are asked to provide copies of the last three 
years published accounts; details of the size and scope of contracts held 
by the company in the last three years in relation to accounting, 
auditing ,; book-keeping and procurement; quality management systems 
the company would employ in such a contract and any accreditations 
held and details of senior staff to be employed in the management of the 
contract Additional information maybe requested before tenders are 
invited or with tender submissions. 

The contract will be awarded to the economically most 
advantageous submission, taking into account (in order of importance):- 

— skills, experience and resources; 

— quality systems; 

— cost; 

— and any other criteria listed in the tender document 

The tender process is governed by the procedures and timescales 
dictated by the Official Journal of the European Community, Restricted 
Procedure notice. 

Companies will be expected to bid for all of the requirement. The 
contract will last three years. 

The closing date for applications is 18 January 1994 and the final 
date for issuing of invitations to tender will be 1 February 1994, a maxi¬ 
mum of eight companies wdl be invited to tender. 

Applications should be sent to: 

Mr J A McLamon 
The Housing Corporation 
149 Tottenham Court Road 
London W1P OBN. 



THE HOUSING 

CORPORATION 


WORKING TOWARDS EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 


f 
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Worried profit-takers cash in water 


l M Vs 


WATER and electricity shares 
suffered a bout of profit-taking 
as the prospect of tougher 
regulation for the gas industry 
triggered fresh regulatory 
worries for the privatised wat¬ 
er and electricity utilities. 

Among water stocks show¬ 
ing double-digit deficits, An¬ 
glian lost 14p to 592p, 
Northumbrian I8p to 739p, 
North West lip to S8Ip, Sev¬ 
ern Trent 14p to 604p. South 
West 19p to 630p and Thames 
gave up 16p to 580p. Of the 
electricity companies that 
dimmed. East Midlands fell 
14p to 650p, London lOp to 
652p. Midlands 12p to 706p, 
Northern lip to 7I5p. 
Seefooard 13p to 73Ip, South 
Wales 14p to 727p, South West 
12p to 679p and Yorkshire 
dropped 12p to 675p. 


iSTOCIC: 

iMARKEF 


Meanwhile, equities paused 
for breath after the recent 
record-breaking run. Traders 
tended to agree that a correc¬ 
tion was due. now that many 
UK institutional investors 
have closed their books for the 
year-end, though others expect 
the bull run to resume. 

The KT-SE 100 index 
touched a new intra-day trad¬ 
ing high of 3378.6 in early 
trade, but profit-taking and 
uninspiring trade figures for 
countries outside the Euro¬ 
pean Community dampened 
sentiment 

A negative start on Wail 
Street served to further de¬ 


press sentiment in late London 
trading. The FT-SE 100 index 
closed 223 points lower at 
3342.4. Volume, swollen by a 
hefty overnight programme 
trade, said to have involved 
Goldman Sachs, and good 
two-way trade, reached 756.1 
million shares. 

British Gas was an early 
casualty after Michael Hesel- 
tine. President of the Board of 
Trade, said in response to the 
MMC report on the gas 
industry that independent gas 
companies could compete with 
the group for domestic and 
small business customers 
from April 1996. The Depart¬ 
ment of Trade and Industry's 
decision to end British Gas's 
monopoly on domestic gas 
supply will see competition 
phased in over the two years to 


BRITISH GAS: SHARES SLIP 
AFTER DTI PLANS TO END 
MONOPOLY 


| Share price 
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A 360 
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April 1998- British Gas shares 
slid lOp to 347p. on volume of 
10 million. 

Elsewhere, an overnight fall 
on the Hong Kong stock 
market hit related stocks. 


HSBC, Midland Bank's par¬ 
ent. was a target for profit- 
takers and last 14p to 865p, 
while Standard Chartered, 
additionally depressed by the 
Bombay stock market scan¬ 


dal, dropped 15p to £11.79. 
Cable and Wireless eased lp 
to503p. 

British Aerospace,_ where 
Warburg recently reiterated 
its positive stance, added an 
additional 5p to 406p. giving a 
two-day gain of I9p. There 
were also reports of switching 
into BAe from Rolls-Royce, 
down 3*2 p to 163p. 

The City was relatively un¬ 
impressed by news that Wil¬ 
liams Holdings had sold six 
businesses making up its engi¬ 
neering division to manage¬ 
ment for £403 million. The 
shares fell 4p to 351p. 

Eurotfaenn, the electronic 
equipment company, was in 
demand after reporting a 
healthy 38 per cent advance in 
full-year profits, an improved 
dividend and a one-for-one 


scrip issue. The shares added 

fop to 690p. f its 

ICI recovered some ot its 
recent losses, with the shares 
climbing 4*a p to 75Sp. 
TtaBod retail ssiorsuf- 

fered again as competition 

fears resurfaced. Tesco lost 9p 

to 211p. J Sainsbury !3>2pto 
435p. Argyll slid Sp to 2S0p 
and Asda eased *= p to 54*P* 
Rodime. the hard disk drive 
manufacturer, where there are 
hopes of an early and success¬ 
ful conclusion to litigation, 
was in demand again- its 
shares added another 3p to 
24*2 p. on volume of 3.o 
million. 

Chelsfidd. the property 
group, raced to a healmy 
premium on its debut. The 
shares accelerated to 183p, 
before falling back a little to 


dose at ISOp. again? a placing 
and intermediaries offer, 
priced at 155p. Securitised 
Endowment Contracts, a 
market-maker in second-hand 
endowment policies, enjoyed a 
small premium as it made ns 
bow on the USM. The shares 
ended at 62p. against a 60p 

□^GILT-EDGED*- Govern¬ 
ment stocks suffered some 
light profir-taking. The long 
gilt future ended 16 ricks lower 
at EI19®/32. on a moderate 
volume of 25.000 contracts 
traded for the March series. In 
the cash market, a slip in. 
German bonds saw UK gills 
fall back, with the exception of 
index-linked stocks, which 
saw gains of up to EU. 

Philip Pangalos 


A GLANCE 


THE POUND 

USS .1.4397 (+0.0044) 

German mark.2.5425 i-Q.0037) 

Exchange odex.B1.4 (-01) 

Bank of England official close (4pm) 

STOCK MARKET 

FT-SE 100 .3342.4 (-22 5) 

Dow Jonoa .3742.07 (-13.14)* 

rakkel Avg.1731543 (-88.81) 

INTEREST RATES 

London Bank Base.5';% 

3-mcnth imerbank. S'^SV*. 

US Federal Funds.3%* 

3-monthTreasBdls ... 3.08-3.07%" 
Long Bond.6.35%* 

CURRENCIES 

New Yoric London: 

E.S.1 4886* £:$.1.4894 

$:DM . 1.7080* LDW.25424 

S:SWfr. 1.4512* ESWir.21581 

S'FJr ...5.8120* E-FIr.8.6476 

S-Yen .111.05* C:Yen .165.32 

E:SDR ..1.0753 E:EdJ.1.3148 

London Forex market close 


Confident Eurotherm 
unveils record profit 






TONY WHITE 


By Colin Campbell 


GOLD 

London Fixing (SI¬ 
AM 388.65 .PM 387.50 

Close.387.90-388.40 

New York. 

Comex.388.25-388 75* 

OIL 

Brent Crude.SI 3.50 per bbl (Feb) 

RETAIL PRICES 

RPl. 141.6 Nov (1.4%) Jan 1987 = 100 
* Denotes midday trading price 



RISES: 

SG Warburg. 

Tay Homes. 

C Wilson. 

Friendly Hotels. 

AB Food. 

Bespak . 

Eurotbenn . 

Sime Darby. 

Halma. 

Utd Friendly. 

Essex Fum. 

Bee Data Process .. 
FALLS: 

HSBC . 

Swire Pacific'A' . 

Wolseley. 

Fine Art Dev. 

Enterprise. 

Jardme Math. 

Pearson. 

Closing Prices 


930p (+16p) 
188p (+15p) 
213p (+14p) 
165p (+-12p) 
568p (+12p) 
320p (+12p) 
690p(+T6p) 
I81p(+27p) 
234p (+14p) 
573p (+20p) 
183p (+19p) 
553p l+18p) 

865p (-14p) 

. 516p (-30p) 
. 855p (-12p) 
. 529p (-10p) 
. 454p (-12p) 
. 626p (-14p) 

594p(-12p) 
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EUROTHERM, the instru¬ 
ments group of which Dr Jade 
Leonard is the founder-chair¬ 
man. says the trend in order 
intake is rising and encourag¬ 
ing. Borrowings have been 
eliminated and the company 
will consider making 
acquisitions. 

The group earned record 
pre-tax profits of £20.1 million, 
up from £14.6 million, in the 
year to October 31. Sales were 
£158.4 million, compared with 
£154.6 million last time. The 
benefits of rationalisation and 
greater efficiency are coming 
through to the profits line in 
greater strength and market 
share has increased. Dr Leon¬ 
ard added. 

Eurotherm ended its finan¬ 
cial year with £6.8 million of 
net cash, compared with net 
borrowings of £7 million pre¬ 
viously. The final dividend 
rises from 5p to 6p a share, 
making 9.5p (8p) for the year. 
A one-for-one scrip issue is 
proposed. The shares ad¬ 
vanced fop to 690p. 

Dr Leonard said the order 
trend had risen despite a 
challenging business environ¬ 
ment and toughter markets in 
continental Europe, and there 
had been an underlying in¬ 


crease in market share. “Prof¬ 
itability. liquidity and produc¬ 
tion efficiency have all 
improved, and cash flow has 
been strongly positive." he 
said. 

New products and new 
market areas were in mind, 
but he said Eurotherm was 
unlikely to make hostile acqui¬ 
sitions and would not buy 
companies for the sake of it. A 
preferred area of growth was 
America, where the group 
would like to be more broadly 
recognised. 

Dr Leonard emphasised 
that Eurotherm would pursue 
takeover opportunities only if 
they offered dear strategic 
gains for the group and a 
sound opportunity for creat¬ 
ing value for shareholders. 

It was group policy to 
deliver a steadily increasing 
dividend that was prudent 
“Our prime objective is to 
resume the growth to which 
our shareholders have been 
accustomed for so many 
years.” Dr Leonard said. "This 
is not a simple task when a 
great many countries in which 
we sell are suffering recession. 
Neverthless, we are working 
hard to extend our product 
offerings.” 



Dr Jack Leonard says the order trend was rising 


Williams buyout will raise £40m 


By Our City Staff 

WILLIAMS Holdings is sell¬ 
ing six of its businesses that 
make up the group's engineer¬ 
ing division in a £40 J million 
management buyout 
Williams may receive fur¬ 
ther payment based on future 
profits of the newly named 
Cortworth, which is to be led 
by Bill McMurray. the divi¬ 
sion’s current chief executive. 
The non-executive chairman 


will be Roger Pmnington. 
former chief executive of Royal 
Ordnance. 

Cortworth's management, 
which was assisted by Nat- 
West Ventures in finalising the 
deal, will hold 28.6 per cent of 
the share capital and NWV 
and BZW Structured Finance 
will hold the balance. 

Williams will reinvest £15 
million of the sale proceeds in 
loan notes from Cortworth, 
and will also provide credit 


support for up to £3 million of 
Cortworth’s senior debt 

For the 11 months to Novem¬ 
ber 26, the businesses had a 
turnover of £46 million and a 
pre-tax profit of £4.6 million. 
Net asset value is £38-5 
million. 

Under new accounting stan¬ 
dards and because of the treat¬ 
ment of goodwill. Williams 
will report an exceptional loss 
of approximately £17 million 
on foe disposals. Williams 


says this loss does not affect 
the group's net assets, and that 
the sale proceeds will be 
applied initially to the reduc¬ 
tion of borrowings. 

The management buy-out 
excludes Williams Fairey En¬ 
gineering. but includes New- 
age Transmissions, Aerospace 
Forgings. Diamond H Con¬ 
trols. Rotalac Plastics. Bridg- 
town and George Wilson. 

Tempos, page 21. 


NEW YORK: Blue chips were 
slightly down in early after¬ 
noon trading. Buyers were 
few. At midday, the Dow 
Jones industrial average was 
13.14 points down at 3,742.07. 
Losers led gainers by 11 to 
righ t- ( Reuter ) 

I 
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GN1 REPORT: New York sugar came under pressure in low 
pre-Christmas volumes, dragging the ICE contracts with it. 
Cocoa enjoyed a modest bounce alter an initial early dip below 
£900. However, as vet there seems to be little chance of a 
sustained rally until manufacturer buying re-emerges and 
this is unlikely until the new year. Coffee remained relatively 
dull and is expected to remain so for the next few weeks. 
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I CIS-LOR (London 6.00pm): Another quiet day 
of book squarinc before the holidays resulted in 
nurpnally weaker prices. 
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Exchange index compared with 19S5 was down at 81.4 
(day’s range 81.4-8L5). 

STERLING SPOT AND FORWARD RATES 
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Charles Masefield, the president of Avro. stands in front of a BAe 146. the forerunner of the new RJ series, ready for delivery to China 

With or without Taiwan 
BAe’s Avro is ready to fly 


A vro International Aerospace 
does not look like a business 
that has just escaped closure 
by the skin of its teeth. The 
million square foot assembly hall on 
Woodford Aerodrome. Cheshire, is 
freshly painted and neatly organised, 
the haif-buiit aeroplanes a testament to 
in-flowing orders and cash. Demand 
may not be brisk. But a sweeping re¬ 
organisation has cut the cost of 
budding each plane by a third. 

Little more than a year ago. British 
Aerospace. Avro's parent, was desper¬ 
ate to find a partner to help it staunch 
Avro’s losses and increase orders. The 
partner it found was Taiwan Aero¬ 
space Corporation, a shelf company 
vested with the ambitions of a tiger 
. economy to become a world force in 
J aerospace. After a year of desultory 
ralks and Taiwan vacillation, BAe 
looks further from a deal than ever. But 
instead of pulling the plug it has given 
Avro a second chance. 

For the 2.400 directly employed on 
Avro’s Regional Jetliner (RJ) pro¬ 
gramme. that must come as a great 
relief. But the derision, conveyed in a 
memo to staff from Dick Evans. BAe 
chief executive, was also a matter of 
national importance. To understand 
why Britain's civil aerospace industry 

is at a crossroads, one has to look both 
forward and back. 

BAe. the standard-bearer of the UK 
aircraft industry, was created in the 
mid-1970s by the unification through 
nationalisation of a dutch of competing 
planemakers. It inherited a ragbag of 
products of varying quality and a 
hideously inefficient cost structure. 
Momentum concealed an appalling 
want of both strategy and management 
until the day. two years ago, when 
recession combined with stock ex¬ 
change rights issue requirements to 
strip away the charade of profits and 
lay BAe’s failings bare. 

The response, directed with great 
rigour by John Cahill, die new-broom 
chairman, may ultimately find a place 
in the management textbooks. But 
there is still some way to go. With the 
core defence side insulated by govern¬ 
ment spending. Cahill has focused on 
the loss-making civil aviation arm. 
BAe’s participation as wing-maker in 
Airbus Industrie, the European jetliner 
consortium, set the tone- 
Cahiil sold BAe's business-jet activi¬ 
ty. isolated regional jets into a single 
unit, Avro, and brought turbo-prop 
activities under a single roof, at 
Prestwick Aircraft, in Scotland. Man¬ 
agers were told to get their companies 
in shape or face closure. 

The Avro team, under Charles 


Ross Tieman reports on the improvement in fortunes 
beckoning the troubled regional jet business 


Masefield, its president, has achieveda 
great deal. With Peter Summerfidd. a 
former Rover executive, applying mo¬ 
tor industry manufacturing discipline 
as general manager. Masefield has 
dosed the Hatfield assembly line in 
Hertfordshire and consolidated on a 
single site, Woodford, which costs only 
a tenth as much to run. 

He has reduced tire workforce from 
7,000 10 2.400 and by developing 
integrated assembly stations and re¬ 
thinking the manufacturing process, 
the Avro team has cut the time and 
money needed to build each plane. 

With redundancies, new attitudes 
and financial write-offs, Masefield and 
his team hope to have taken a dead¬ 
weight off the innovatory talent in their 
business. Examples abound. Cockpit 
wiring loons are now assembled on 
jigs, tested, and installed complete, 
reducing both defects and time re¬ 
quired. The time taken to build each 
plane has tumbled from JO weeks to 1& 
next year the target is nine. Re¬ 
negotiating contracts has reduced the 

price of bought-in components (half the 

$25 million cost of each finished 
aircraft) by a third. 

Benefits are not limited to Avro. 
Fabrication of the jetliner tail which 
used to be done by Saab in Sweden, is 
now performed by Prestwick, which 
submitted the lowest bid for the work. 

This programme has gone hand in 
hand with a redesign of the aircraft to 


produce the RJ series. Available in 
various lengths, the RJs can seat from 
70 to 112 passengers and are for more 
carefully targeted at airline customers 
than their predecessor, the BAe 146. 

Masefield and his colleagues are 
incensed by perceptions that the RJ is 
inferior to its two key rivals, the Fokker 
100 made by Deutsche Aerospace and 
the Boeing 737-500. According to 
makers' figures, says Masefield, the RJ 
beats both on every key performance 
measure on operating distances of up 
to 300 miles— which amounts to 95 per 
cent of the target market 
The four-engine configuration cuts 
operating cost takeoff distance and 
noise, and allows access to city-centre 
airports from which rivals are haired. 
More than 250 BAel46/RJ series have 
been sold to 54 airlines. Even though 
the drive to maintain sales volumes at 
the expense of profits has been aban¬ 
doned. Avro reckons to have soured 30 
per cent of its market in 1993. 

W ith production costs cut 
development costs written 
off, and production run¬ 
ning at a sustainable two 
a month, Avro is able to keep its head 
above water. “We are around break¬ 
even" Masefield says. 

Summerfield, for his part, exudes a 
gritty optimism. “We have to marry the 
pace and energy of change of the 
automotive industry with the passion 






Cockpit sections for Avro's RJ aircraft on foe Woodford production line 


for the product of people in aerospace," 
he says. “If we can. we are going to 
transform this industry ” His point is 
crucial. Innovation in manufacturing 
techniques, not product, will be the 
benchmark of success in regional jets 
for the rest of the decade. 

Things also seem to be going Avro’s 
way in the market place. Airlines are 
becoming more specialised. Interna¬ 
tional carriers are concentrating on 
long-distance routes with big passen¬ 
ger volumes. Feeder services are being 
taken over by cost-conscious specialist 
airlines that do not compromise profit¬ 
ability by buying multi-role planes. In 
1991 and 1992, BAel46/RJ took half of 
all orders for regional jets. This year, 
despite targeting profit rather than 
volume, it took around a third. 

Over the next 20 years, planemakers 
envisage a market for about 3.000 
regional jets. On present evidence, 
there will be eight manufacturers 
competing for sales with up to 15 
aircraft types. The cake is large, but if it 
is carved into so many slices no one will 
make a profit 

In Masefield’s judgment this danger 
will add to existing pressure on the 
industry for strategic alliances, particu¬ 
larly in the development of new 
aircraft. Aerospace, like the car indus¬ 
try, is learning the value of collabor¬ 
ation to share development costs and 
limit segmentation of markets. 

With a highly capable, wdFsefiing 
jet already in production, Avro believes 
it has good prospects of finding 
partners, especially to develop its pet 
project, the RIX. BAe will be ready to 
deride whether to proceed with this 
larger RJ derivative, entailing a new 
wing, by the end of 1994. But the 
company will only proceed if good 
partners give confidence . that the 
product wfll be a money-spinner. 

The “dream ticket" for any airplane 
maker would appear to be a manufac¬ 
turing partnership spanning tire three 
key world markets, the US. Europe 
and Pacific Asia. America's industry 
has scant experience of international 
collaboration. According to Masefield, 
it is the Europeans, and BAe in 
particular, dial have an admirable 
record in cross-cultural manufacture. 

Time will be the test of this thesis. 
Certainly, there is a ring of truth to the 
argument that BAe’s failure to secure a 
deal with Taiwan reflects the latter's 
lack of industrial experience rather 
than Avro’s shortcomings. Taiwan 
may yet return to the bargaining table, 
but it is likely to get a brisker reception. 
Cost-cutting has bought BAe time and 
it is starting to deliver orders. It may be 
a long haul, but Avro is on the way up. 


THE TIMES 



CITY DIARY 


Collaring cash 
for charily 

CITY gents turned out in force 
yesterday to see Jenny 
Seagrove, the actress, auction 
a series of celebrity ties for 
charity. Lord Alexander of 
Weedon. Peter Wood of Direct 
Line and others from the 
world of finance and media 
chipped in towards the func¬ 
tion, held for the second year 
at Jeeves of Belgravia in 
Uadenhall Market- More 
than £2,000 was raised for the 
charity Crisis at Christmas, 
with a hand-painted tie by 
Ralph Steadman going for the 
top price: £210. John Cleese’s 
offering went for £170. and a 
pair from Naim Attaliah 
fetched £100. A late entry from 
Kevin Maxwell fetched £50. 
On the subject of fashion, 
Michael Sloodart. chairman 
of Electra Investment Trust 
and known as a snappy dress¬ 
er, was presented at his com¬ 
pany’s recent Christmas party 
with the Hugo Boss Award for 
fashion sense — embarrass¬ 
ing. since he is a director of 
Next. His other prire? A E10 
Skerchley voucher. 

Fail guy 

WORD reaches me of a spec¬ 
tacular feat involving Norman 
McLeod, gentlemanly doyen 


of the gilt edged market’s 
agency brokers. McLeod, who 
works for Seccombe. Marshall 
& Campion Agency Brokers, 
was engrossed in persuading 
an important client to deal in 
gilts when he. fell off his chair. 
Flat on his back and with tele¬ 
phone cable around his neck, 
he calmly proceeded id clinch 
the deal—to roars of approval 
from admiring colleagues. 

Treasury moves 

BIG changes at the Treasury, 
with two senior officials mov¬ 
ing on as part of a wide-rang¬ 
ing shake-up. Huw Evans, in 
charge of economic forecast¬ 


ing between 1980 and 1986. 
moves to Washington as the 
Economic Minister at the Brit¬ 
ish Embassy, and Rachel Lo¬ 
max, formerly deputy chief 
economic adviser, becomes 
head of the economic secretari¬ 
at in the Cabinet Office. The 
Treasury is cutting out one 
layer of management at the 
top of its bureaucracy and 
reorganising its management 
structure into eight director¬ 
ates. with more derision-mak¬ 
ing delegated down the ranks. 
The plan, which takes effect 
from January 24, appears to 
have been inspired by Sir Ter¬ 
ence Bums, permanent secre¬ 
tary to the Treasury, but nor 



“What sort of gas do you think 
mother would like for Christmas?" 


for the prime reason of cost 
savings. One Treasury official 
estimated that no more than 
E200.000 would be saved by 
the exercise. 

Lottery king 

COMPETITION among 
those hoping to run the Nat¬ 
ional Lottery has taken a bi¬ 
zarre turn. No sooner had 
Richard Branson and Lord 
Young unveiled their contend¬ 
er, the Lottery Foundation, 
than observers were pointing 
with some amusement to the 
choice of logo—an “L" and an 
"F” against a dark back¬ 
ground with a horse-shoe 
perched overhead. Some bel¬ 
ieve that the “F" in fact looks 
like a “K", unwittingly spell¬ 
ing out the initials of Bran¬ 
son’s arch enemy, Lord King. 
And given the peer’s love of 
horses and the hunt, the choice 
of horse-shoe provides more 
ammunition for the wags. 

Discounted 

MY fellow hack Tim Black- 
stone of the Evening Standard 
recently received a circular 
from Videotron, the London- 
based cable TV operator joint¬ 
ly owned by Cable and Wire¬ 
less and Bril Canada, offering 
big discounts for new custom¬ 
ers. Being naturally curious. 
Blacks tone telephoned the 


number given for more infor¬ 
mation. and. to his surprise, 
found that it just rang and 
rang. At this point, he contact¬ 
ed die Videotron press office, 
who informed him that the 
company had moved offices 
from Acton to Hammersmith. 
West London, but had forgot¬ 
ten to change the telephone 
number. Calls were going 
through to an empty room in 
the basement of the Kensing¬ 
ton Hilton. 

Oil be off 

SG WARBURG is losing its 
top-rated oils team to Gold¬ 
man Sachs, ftter Nicnl and 
Rob Amott join at the end of 
January, taking with them one 
of ffie most impressive pedi¬ 
grees in the market. 

Absent Santa 

AT SELFRIDGES, flagship 
store of Sears, it was not only 
the counter staff who were de¬ 
layed by disruption on London 
trams and tubes yesterday. 
Children and parents queuing 
in Santa’s grotto were told by 
assistants that Father Christ¬ 
mas had himself been delayed 
on the tube, and that normal 
service would be was resumed 
as soon as the reindeers could 
get him to the store. 

Jon Ashworth 
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Escaping gas 


DURING the 13 months that British Gas has 
suffered in limbo, while first the MMC anti 
then ihe Department of Trade debated its 
future, the main concern for its 2 million 
shareholders has been the future of the 
dividend. Since the group's cover is only 15 
times, there seemed a real threat that rough 
regulatory' treatment could make it the first 
regulated utility where dividends would 
stagnate or even decline. 

Yesterday's statement from Michael 
Heseltine might not settle all the doubts about 
British Gas’s furore, but it removes much of 
the long-standing uncertainty, leaving the 
group in one piece but exposing h to (he harsh 
world of competition by 1998. 

The mam unanswered question is over the 
furore of British Gas’s pricing formula, 
currently RP1 minus 5. but Cedric Brown 


sounds confident it will be relaxed, as he 
warned. This will slow the fall in gas prices in 
the short term, providing the funds to pay for 
reorganisation and accelerate the group's 
diversification into exploration, production 
and overseas operations. 

After 19%. British Gas's turnover in the 
tariff and contract market will certainly slide 
with the onset of competition, but the group's 
plans for 20.000 job losses will by then have 
cut costs by £600 million a year and offset 
much of the pressure on profits. 

This all makes tbe dividend look very 
secure, which British Gas may emphasise 
with a modest increase to 15p at year-end. 
This would put the shares on a yield of 5-4 per 
cent, a 50 per cent premium 10 the market, 
which looks attractive, particularly for yield 
investors. 


Williams 

WILLIAMS Holdings has 
spent years trying 10 convince 
the City that it wants to be a 
focused building products 
and fire protection group, so 
its sale of a ragbag of peri¬ 
pheral engineering business¬ 
es is hardly shocking. 

More surprising are the 
easy terms of the sale. At 
£40.3 million, the Cortwonh 
management buy-out is ac¬ 
quiring the businesses on an 
exit p/e ratio of only 12. while 
Williams is providing more 
than a third of the finance. At 
least it has retained the right 
to up to a quarter of Con- 
worth’s equity, to provide an 
extra kicker if all goes well. 

Williams is dreaming of 
global reach in its selected 
markets and is keen to be rid 
of a collection of smaller 
businesses that were con¬ 
suming management time 
and resources." The group 


would like also 10 sell its 
electrical division, but as this 
supplies the German motor 
market, the disposal is likely 
to be delayed until a recovery 
in 1995 or later. 

After the sale of Cortwonh. 
gearing at Williams should 
be less than 40 per cent, 
which is modest given the 
goodwill the group has writ¬ 
ten off over tiie years. The 


group looks poised for an 
overseas acquisition soon. 

The sale of Cortwonh will 
cut £2 million from profits 
next year, which leaves the 
shares on a p/e ratio of 16. 
That looks less expensive 
than many, particularly if the 
marker finally accepts Wil¬ 
liams’s self-image as a home 
products group rather than 
scatter-gun conglomerate. 
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Wessex Water 

WATER companies cannot 
hope to match the payouts of 
their electricity brethren in 
the recent round of interim 
figures but. by leading the 
field in its own category, Wes¬ 
sex raises questions about its 
long-term payout rate. 

Wessex is already earning 8 
per cent of profib from its 
joint venture waste manage¬ 
ment business, an achieve¬ 
ment that makes its ambitions 

in that area more credible 
than most of its peers. The 
joint venture route with an 
established waste company 
adds management expertise, 
an element missing front re¬ 
cent water company 
diversifications. 

But Wessex is under more 
pressure than others. Having 
asked shareholders to fi¬ 
nance the expansion in a 
rights issue in January it 
needs to show a return, given 
the depressed outlook for the 
core water and sewerage 
business- At the same time, 
the group’s higher nue of 
dividend growth puts further 
emphasis on expansion. 
Wessex shares are trading on 
a forecast dividend yield of 4 
per cent assuming a payout 


of 23p for the full year. Thai is 
barely ahead of the yield on 
the marker as a whole and, 
even taking into account the 
expectation of lower base 
rates, Wessex shares are 
demanding a lot of brass 
from mude 

Standard 

Chartered 

THE publication of a harshly 
worded report from the Indi¬ 
an authorities on last year’s 
Bombay stock market scam 
gave Standard Chartered's 
shares a rare setback yester¬ 
day. Its shareholders can 
hardly complain, since tbe 
shares, at U79p. are still 105 
per cent up on their low point 
for the year, beating the rest 
of tiie hyperactive financial 
sector by a long margin. 

Standard’s shares have 
partly been driven by the per¬ 
formance of the Hong Kong 
stock market, but they have 
also been pushed along by a 
general reappraisal of the po¬ 
tential of its south-east Asian 
operations. World markets 
have been dominated by 
Sinomania all year and Stan¬ 
dard is the largest foreign 
bank in China. 


At this price, the market is 
expecting a lot from Stan¬ 
dard. For a start it implies 
that the bank's strengthened 
finance team can prevent di¬ 
sasters like the Bombay af¬ 
fair. It also implies rapid 
growth in profits and divi¬ 
dends. since the historic yield 
is now barely 12 per cent 

Standard is undoubtedly a 
more tightly managed, prof¬ 
it-orientated organisation 
than it was five years ago. 

Bui it is hard to feci sure that 

it can plug all the potential 
holes in its diverse network. 
As a result it should trade at a 
discount to the sector, not a 
premium. 

Investors also seem to have 
forgotten that the shares are 
overshadowed by two large 
stakes, the 15 per cent held by 
Khoo Teck Puat and the 5 per 
cent in Lloyds Bank's hands. 
Both holders are now show¬ 
ing large profits and could be 
persuaded to sell. 

The bid talk about Stan¬ 
dard has never entirely gene 
away, and this may be the 
other reason for the share 
price. But any bidder is un¬ 
likely to pay die current pre¬ 
mium. In the absence of a 
generous offer the shares 
look top-heavy. 


ABBEY NATIONAL INTEREST RATES 


Change of Interest Rates 

INVESTMENTS 

With effect from 24th December 1993 the rale* of interest Listed below will apply to savings 
xml investment accounts currently available. 


New Annual 
Interest Rales 


New Monthly 
Interest Rates 


ABBEY NATIONAL HIGH YIELD BOND 

1200,000 plus 
1100,000 up u, I199,W 
130.000 up to 199,999 
1.25,000 op to £49,999 
£10,000 up to £24,999 

ABBEY NATIONAL INVESTMENT ACCOUNT 
£25.000 plus 
110.000 up lo 124,999 
£500 up to £9,999 

£6,600 ptus 
£4,800 up to 16,599 
£ 3.000 up to £4,799 
£l up to £2.999 

£25,000 phis 
110,000 up to £24.999 
£5,000 up to 19.999 
£2.500 up id £4.999 
1500 up to £2,499 
£t up to 1499 

£>5.000 plus 
1 10.000 up to 124,999 
£5.000 up to £9.999 
£2,500 up to £4,999 
£500 up to £2,499 
£1 up to £499 

CURRENT ACCOUNT 


TESSA: Second Edition- 


REGULAR SAVER* 


INSTANT SAVER 


Cross 

Net % 

Cross 

Net N 

Rate A 

Rate AA 

Rale A 

Rate AA 

7.65 

5.74 

7.39 

5.54 

7.S0 

5.63 

7.25 

5.44 

7.25 

5.44 

7.02 

5.27 

7.00 

5.25 

6.78 

5.09 

6.10 

4.58 

S.94 

4.46 

6. IS 

4.6 S 

5.98 

4.49 

5.40 

4.05 

5.27 

3.95 

4.25 

3.19 

4.17 

3.13 

6.40 

_ 

_ 

_ 

6.50 

- 

- 

- 

6.20 

- 

- 

- 

6.00 

- 

- 

- 

7.00 

5.25 

- 

- 

6.60 

4.95 

- 

- 

5.80 

4.35 

- 

- 

5.10 

3.83 

- 

- 

4.90 

3.68 

- 

- 

3.50 

2.63 

“ 


5.10 

3.83 

- 

- 

4.S& 

3.38 

- 

- 

4.15 

3.11 

- 

- 

4.00 

3.00 

- 

- 

3.80 

2.85 

- 

- 

0.50 

0.38 

- 

— 

- 

- 

0.50 

0.38 

4.00 

3.00 

3.93 

2.95 

3.25 

2.44 

3.20 

2.40 

2.20 

US 

2.18 

1.64 

1.20 

0.90 

1.19 

0.89 


HIGH INTEREST CHEQUE ACCOUNT 

£25,000 plus 
£10,000 up to £24,999 
12,500 up to 19,999 
£1,000 up to £2,499 

OTHER ACCOUNTS 

Interest rales oa investment account* do longer available and not listed are obtainable from your 
local branch. 

A Interest wiD be paid ^t*s to eligible non-tax payer* who register with u& as required by the 
Inland Revenue. 

AA Net nf basic rate income lax (currently 25%). You may be able to reclaim ihb tax from tbe 
Inland Revenue. *Ta> free return under current legislation, t Ratos quoted uudude 3.009b grtas 
p j. bonus or 2.25% net p a. bonus. See product, leaflet for frill term and confitums. 


t 


XI16 


NAnortAL 

The habit of a lifetime 

Abbey National pic. Abbey House, Baker Street, London NWl &XL 
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22 UNIT TRUST PRICES 


THE TIMES WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 221993 


F- - v V . r i ' Tj . ' - w~ : ' a r---v — - • v = 


BU OUST 



mm:;* 

"" «d | bm Offer •+. % 

TH I 0 d offer * I - ----- 


1.61 


A1B UNJT TRUST MANAGES; IJO 
S Bdona Rd. Uxbridge. Middx UBS IRZ 

fltezstisj 

GrotandAmr 16700 IKOi-M}- 
Curfotri Equity M8.70 363-30 * JO I 
onAiBdEan I9UQ 209JQ * !■*> ■ 

GflAmd EU* Bel 118.10 UUO ■ ■■ 

G rotund cut «aw IM* -J* 40 

orotund japan isojo iMjm * 

AXA EQUITY A LAW UNIT T^T MO RS 
Egnjtyft Law Hn CWpo St 
82tafam 

General Are 5374) 57IJ0 + £10 113 

Ommllnc 4MJ0 SIX® * )•» tf* 

SSSSr* JW06 3BX* - 130 

UK Crumb Inc 156.90 27X40 * 10 2» 

HfgtellKMC MOJO 73tg * '■» 

HWoracirK 1L28Q *»Jg ♦ ft® 

GUrtlRO U*AK 196.40 2OU0 - 000 5.49 

CDMFMlMIn« I0MO WMQ 149 

Nth Amoks 261J0 277.90 *0.90.. 
ftrew 3400 3A6JO - 400 ... 

bwim 257.90 285.10 - + 2JQ 046 

Sirotfl 707 79.1* - 035 236 

mnMDMC «>L» >"J0 ■■■ 

bUFndnfiSlK 7X» 9*46 * J55 4,03 

GMalOHM H0 49-4+t - 004 ... 

Stac^ALC 032 5X06? * 007 117 

Balanced Inc 5*83 58J41 « 007 £17 

ABBEY UNIT TSTMGRS 
IB HoUenbunf BA Bowrremowffi 03ft 717 373 

fflqti iiimme 

Gilts a FBed bn Mm tsaov -ono sjj 

High lire Enahy 171.10 18380 *080 01 
wSumdeftnd 273JO 2UO+W ♦ OLIO £62 
Ophal Ganrth __ 

American Growth 30180 32340 -OR) ® 
Asbahdfle 30 «9-70 -2J0 J3 
AtseUAEunlnS) 253J0 2J9.W *0» 1.9* 
Comdly»Eneror 11610 I2AJ0 • 070 M 

lyg Eianu me «.w 9 am •>«« i« 
EurtOWMRUC I2S/I0 13A10 •!-«.« 
General 234.70 74980 « IJO £18 

JApui 11280 13080 -0.70... 

Haateruttn 139 JO 148.90 * 03) US 

UKGnnnbDW )29 l 2) 137.40 * OJO 
USEmerBUlsCta IJOJO 13660 -OJO ... 
Income a Grown ynm 4Z4.4CH -£M 30* 
Etnleal 7125 1086 - Ml 137 

I BM n DOM l 1)1)0 11130 *6« .42 
Dlftdend a Gfomb 609 M.49 *02 4.10 

GlotMU Gwtb 8 Sec 64 J9 6039 *002 278 

ABERFORTH UNIT TRUST MGRS LID 
M Mctiflk St Edhbmth EH37NS 
83)2900133 

UK Small Cm 15810 16510 . 

ABTRUST UNTT TRUST MGMi OD 
M Q attM Terrace. Abadccn ABf KJI 
onoansBO _ 

Aberdeen nmfoua 6125 64J9 * 004 077 

Amerlaea Gromb 4509 47.74 * oil 066 

Cssb 5012 50121 * OOI 4.91 

Eunxptnui 101.73 K77.90 » 1-23 ... 

EoroiKsn Incanle 97.14 103.101 *050 143 
Exenun H«J rw&7 ♦ 4JH us 

Ettra Inttnat 53.92 St-TtB • 026 449 

Far E8SEDI8BQ1 119.90 129JO - 008 OJD 

Fixed Inleren 24.48 26! Jr - 003 7217 

FundlnvTM 17140 IB3.W * 020 091 

Japan I8IJ0 I9U0 - I TO ... 

LUU Amokart (AJS txn *086 068 
PacUV 75J1 8035 - 043 0J4 

PropertyStiare 73.44 78.40 ♦ Oil L68 

UK Eroeralng Cm 6188 68.18 * 029 183 

UKGromn 4619 4174 *018 2-17 

World Growth 76(6 B1J9T *005 067 
Ethical 70.707 * 034 151 

AberdeenClbme 5606 sum - ai« 7J* 

MANAGERS LTD 
baaaa. Emm (07690336 

95.79 101.90 • CUD 3J9 

83.99 89JS * 022 284 

6631 7081 < 044 t J9 

6691 7L20T - 011 183 

6787 7187* - 088 028 

65.C12 6582 * Ml 487 

74.41 79.(6 - 012 SJ9 

7005 7482 • OOI 186 


ACUMA FUND 
S H aj I U g h Rd. H 
UK Equity Income 
UK EqutqrGromb 
European 

Nlh An wrHr»n 


Money 
Ftxed Interest 
index Linked GUI 


AEGON UNTT TRUSTS LTD 

28 Si Andrew Square. Edfadmreb EH2IYF 

03154*3232 

Bcltbli Gnwtb 6982 7488 * 087 242 

BntUb Imunc 7986 84.96 * OJ8 £18 

Sdeanmftuio bais 8982 ♦ 0J8 ... 

Rmnerty Aetna 

ALLCHURCHES INV MGMT SYS LTD 
HH Kfacb Road Bmraaad CMJ44DR 


Andn inoonc 7789 8KH * 026 1.98 
Income BnUder IOC C91U J4J77T *012 275 

ALLIED DUNBAR UNIT TSTS PIT 
Ailed Donbar Centre Sidadoa SN1IEL 
IFA diff (T7B610366 (Seal Of 0793 5M 514 
BBlUKCd Trnftv 

Growth a Income 244*3 86780 - 1.90 282 

Capital 42580 453X0 * 180 3.14 

Balanced 70480 753.4P - £70 227 

ACCUmnttliOT 12878 13758 - BOO 280 

Income rmna 

American mown 5007 5382 - 0J9 108 

HlBb income 44040 47020 - 110 137 

Equity income 34650 26300 - 100 129 

HisO YleM 271.10 2OT.7W * 1.70 124. 

Gtmsecumex 3608 3608 ' 006 481 

unaiiadonarmau 

Amer Spec 31a 134.40 14160 - 080 017 
European GrowtO 3291 34.97 * tui o.o 

imenmlanal 155 JO 16580 - 090 030 

Japan ■ 18600 198001 - 200 OOI 

Pacific 41980 446001 - 280 OU 

Sets Of America 42580 45M0T - 130 054 

WarideASMtVU 4584 4699 - 022 016 

SpedaUn Trusts 

Asset Value 55340 MIJOl - £70 £12 

CDWaCUl 49.92 53J6 *014 177 

Smaller cos 17030 18200 • 050 1.19 

2nd Smaller an 16100 17270 *-000 1.1s 

Utxomy I4U0 isaeo -JXIO 1.93 

Met MblAOdiy 15140 I61"0 -050 076 

Osetn Earnings JS14D 377.nn - loo 213 

Tccbnotomr 15640 167.10 - 080 007 

UK Special StB 45190 48520 - 040 2JH 

B « C B UNIT TRUST MGMT LID 
Maner Kajcd. Onmfcy RHH2QP 0295 526 9U 
Cbtnsd Our Fens ioiao 105.50 ... 145 

MniMBn Pern Fens 6588 6636 ... *oo 

BSJ-THORNHXLL UN1TTST MGRS LID 
28 Si JotmT Sq Lomloa EQM4AE 

onzism 

capital 7602 0087 * 084 182 

Imrmatlmwil 61.73 6587 ... 051 

BAILUE GIFFORD * 00 LTD 
I Ruflaad Coen. Efiabargb EH3SEY 
(BI 2224242 

Amelia 30470 321 JOr - 070 ... 

Bond 13100 13780 -OJO 5.71 

Brit Smlr Cot 95.79 101.90 ♦ OJO 100 

coma Gen 6125 67JO . 0J3 5.17 

Energy 42580 467 ant - no 026 

Europe 21880 232701 * 100 050 

Euro Smlr Cos 95.49 10140 ♦ OJO 0.96 

income cmfa 35200 375.701 -ojd 409 

japan aosoo 3223B - loo ... 

PUdflc 12180 129.401 ... 083 

UKSmUrCot 4845 5185 * 0.11 094 

Japan PO 69580 71580 - 4JO ... 

UngdPd 17980 191.10 *010 254 

BANK OF IRELAND FUND MGRS LTD 
36 Qaccn SL London BC4R1BN 07MMS673 
Brtt aoseas 300.70 316JO - 5.90 112 

Chpttal Gurib 119-30 12580 * 080 214 

WWtdeOpps 19900 2DU0 . 210 046 


BARCLAYS UNICORN LTD 
It Broadway. Suadanl EBAI 0815345544 
Balanced Tlta ix 

BWlorMlnc 36040 37543 * IJO 246 

European Bd me 101 JO 10490 * 030 708 

Exempt 7949 8479 * 035 3 72 

Financial 77.11 S247T - 0J6 209 

50000 411.70 48189 • 1.40 234 

General 2M.10 jds-VO . IJO W 

Property 24420 mi.Tor ... 166 

Trustee 19220 205801 * 100 186 

income Treso 

Cash me 100.90 ioaw ... 483 

ExtnlncetlW 12180 13030 - 040 399 

catandini 6iss 65.991 - am is 

Income MOJO wjg • 140 3«4 

Income BbOder 68.46 7i3e • ajl 450 

InU Income 6886 7SJW . 006 184 

Growth Trusts - UK 

C«p4al 12310 I3IJ0 • 040 £29 

lenn riajo iroo *aeo 1 M 

Kecorery 41980 448. n • 2JR 236 

Sa Dr Cos Inc 40J9 4JJ2 . ajo 204 

specialsns aun 299*0 » IJQ im 

Groaeb Trusts ■ orerreas 
America UAOO 141 JO* • 030 015 

AUS1AXX 24070 256.10 -020 1.47 

Ausiinc 1 Sam leojor - am 1.47 

Euro Cwtb lnc 13900 147.50 * 1.90 042 

Japan 8 Gen Inc 16870 17650 - IJO ... 

JapanSpeCSIB 7245 7674 - 093 .. 

unK tee# inc 7 s.ii roa: - 022 am 

Worldwide 17140 18200 -040 052 


BARING FUND MANAGERS LTD 
PO Bm 154 Heriwbem. Kent 8R34XQ 
0816589002 

AmericanGflMtih 9924 105J0 -0.10 ON) 
Amer Smllr Cos 133 10 14240 - 0.10 
cam iron so« jaje* 4*o 

Comcnnihs 5569 62771 . ail 960 

Eastern 208J0 32230 - 3.10 160 

Equity Income *4M ioo« - aio soo 

European Grown 2*590 XHTD • 230 l SO 

Europe 196JC 209.90* • 220 150 

CmninGrowth T5AS *uo • «.« aro 

Global Bend 7189 7566 - 0* 5 JO 

Globa! Growth I2U0 136JO . 

Japan Growth 19530 21020 - 190 

Japan Sunrise K840 179.90 - 060 ... 

KamTnat 6£.« too: *098... 

Portfolio 13670 14620 * 020 32D 

UKGromtl 4MC 00Ill • 003 **0 

UK Soulier an 89 12 4J48 * OJO 1 90 

Sdea Hampers 76J6 8167 - <L3t 200 

BLACKSTONE FRANKS IT MGRS LID 
2654 OM Sows. Luodoa ECTV9HL 
■7| 2M 3300 

inu GwUl PonlBC 77X1 8277 * 188 

Special Oppor roc 5225 5588 • IJT . . 

BREWIN DOLPHIN IT MGRS Up 
5 Gtlmer SI UMtrtou EC1A9DE 0712366441 
Special Shi 17203 16400 - 0.40 (LSI 

Dividend 8603 4201 • 0.57 515 

intGmamc 23230 «8« -230 264 

UK A Gen 46.76 Klfll - O.IS 1^ 

RUMOJRUldl 6611 707] • 005 . . 

BRITANNIA LIFT UNIT MGRS ISD 
50 BaffmeB Street Clai f u ai G26HR 
0412U 6028 

BD8ACM GTCMR KF80 
Smaller Cm RIO 

Hi (*er Yield *6 ip 

American Gib inc ffliz 
EnrapeUl Growth U4.L3 1327b 
Clebtl Bond me 3168 
KDgdPBHlObX 4249 

BURRAGE UNIT TST MGMT LID 
IR Rndanh .SL London EC3MSAL 
071450734 

Shod Dated GU 7033 7128 - 006 489 

as UNIT MANAGERS LTD 
TO Bm WL Mmnteucr MMQAH 
0618375010 

Environ IWJCH . a» 1J7 

UK Growth 17500 18200 » I 00 I 75 

UK incwne 14281 isijo * 040 389 

CANADA LIFE UNIT TST MGRS LTD 
H^b Sc Paocrt Bar. Herts ENiSBA 
error 451C2 

OUGCnns 19230 234 40 - OJD 1.77 

-d»IncomeDta 11640 12J*0 • 040 4J3 

GIB A Fid tm 4598 4874 - 019 588 

mrcatuun <re LMBUrt 9«Soaal 


117.44 

- 030 

155 

XX.9U 

• 1 in 

107 

4930 

• OJO 

301 

7X9J 

• 009 


warn 

. t J) 

017 

SUfi> 

•004 

486 

OU 

• 019 

106 


CAFEbGURE MYERS UT MGMT LTD 
35 Fonhb Snrt Maadotcr M22AF 
M 2»5W Earn Ml S4 StSS Dig: OU 2)65302 
AnwteJlAGffl 147JO 15680 - 080 ... 

European Inc 7241 8L91 *071 073 

fVEBUAGen 6136 67.94 -051 

Smaller Cob (4-1) 7633 8L42 * 036 1J6 

Growth <3180 461.90 * IJO 210 

Inrouie ft Growth 41380 46IJO - 1.10 334 

roaster hmfoUa M*3i U253 *17J» 1.93 

speeursta 9 Blzt HK55 - 046 208 

m&YMd 13930 I437J7T . SjOQ 382 


CAPITAL HOUSE UNIT TOT MCRS 
CWal Home. RdM "iwiii Edrofanub 

American GwlhTs 3186 J)« -0.19 0.92 

CUblMOme 3019 SOIR ... 5J9 

European Gwth 3B.VT 4ijs * OJO OM 
nwxneftGwdl UK 2097 3088 - aia 399 

mmlQwtb 31-13 3129 -013 077 

JapanGrRh *83 2055 -033... 

Matured TSUbC 3052 54JS - 004 OrH 
Oriental Oppt me 16530 17670 - 120 056 
Property Shares 4382 4685* -OM 1.74 

Smaller Col 2983 31.92 *013 186 

UKCnnMlIR 26J4 28.17 * MS £68 

Bdral Scottish Assurance 
Cap Use Global 10c 74JJ7 79 Jl - OLD L82 

Cap HM OK IDC 7014 75017 * 035 238 

Exempt 2339 2626 . 

nmov Brown shawr 

European Inc 2588 Z787 . 021 089 

EoropeeiiACt 2684 28.70 - 0J2 0» 

Financial ISUO 161JD * 050 £52 

Rmndadon 8655 94.70 * OOI £69 

German 5187 SSMf * OU 007 

High income 8007 85631 *018 5.96 

Income 13780 147.10 ... £74 

inti Growth 3787 4060 -010 016 

MOgd PIMM 1HC lOS.90 11320 ♦ 050 183 

roneurfeibAce V”- 50 * i |Q ids 

Mofshfcriaeonte 8iA7 87.i3t *087 IJO 

rrorthAmerican 107.90 Il5«r - 0.10 016 

Orient 14350 15340 - IJO ... 

CAZENOVE UNIT TRUST MGMT LTD 
f CopthaS Avene. London ECZR7BH 
97166tiroB 

Chmnave PortOolto 8359 8941 ... 221 

AmericanPontoUo 9044 96491 ... 100 

European Rmfolla 8BJ8 95J2 ... 1JB 

Japanese rontouo 61.45 65.49 - 046 ... 

padfle RmtoBa 14687 157.717 * 042 071 

UK Inc A Growth 75.78 3IJ7 ... 3.79 

UdUyftBoDd 6IJ2 6282 ... 581 

CENTURY UNIT TRUSTS LTD 
5 Old BnOre London EC4M7BA OR S25990 
U*. General Til 4640 73.19 • OS £73 

GtobalTR eOJI 66.11 * 010 029 

Recovery Tst 1096 75.48 * 024 1.75 

CHARTERED ASSET MGMT LTD 
Cl ar ri M doa Rd. Iroadon ECIR3AD 
071SJ77M7 

UU Growth 13883 149.901 . 

UK Growth HBJl . 1I4JI ... I.U 

UK Income I08JQ U7JSr ... 415 


CITY FINANCIAL UT 
1 White Hart Yard. ‘ 
0TI407 9M6 
Beckman lnri 9204 

BecfcMo-Tecb 4022 

MQm Ethical tst IS6J8 
City Fta Assets 12.19 

CtlyFln America 8059 

curHninU 7451 

dry Pin Japan 196J4 

FriatsHseCap 27031 

man Hie Inc 21091 

BuOkyWridGrih 13040 
FabmniCUOth 14010 
■40- RKftGtb 116-73 

Fabmount lull 156.13 

atyPhiPUJoinc 6204 


MGRS LTD 
Bridge SHI 


97-27 
42. ret 
I64Alr 
75.99 
8483 
78.431 
16497 
29085 
223.181 
14404 
147.471 
12Z871 
164351 
66001 


1.U 

181 


.. £23 
.. 419 
.. 089 

" 181 

:: 3.38 


CITY OF LONDON UNIT TST MGRS UD 
Hi Eandtrap. UhTOoK KC3MIAI C924QI44 
EmergiltBMllMx 57J9 (0.90 * 066 ... 

CLERICAL MEDICAL UT MGRS LID 
Narrow Plain. Brim* BSZtIH 0880373393 
AmericanOwtn 56.77 612! -ail ... 

AtM Mngd Gwth 3714 3994 -009 013 

Dragon Growth 79.14 8484 - 086 0J3 

ajuRy High Inc a683 9L91T * OKI 543 

European Gwin 4&41 SIJ6 * 032 077 

Evergrean S52 3157 - a 14 ... 

General Equity 8626 9L52 ♦ 021 £10 

GfllftFOdllUlnc 2K21 2985 - 003 784 

Japan Growth 4334 46.79 -041.. 

Pedigree Gwth 5186 5417 * 009 101 

Fed sm CDs Inc 3091 U80 * 007 OM 

Eetfremeulnc zrj3 29J9 *007.5.12 

Special SIB 3685 3920 *019 184 

UKAOtmeas 49.76 5280 - 021 IOO 

COLONIAL MUTUAL UT MGRS LID 
rim MaiMmo Kent ME44YY 
96348«OOB 

Capital 66.79 7183 *021 £69 

income 6428 68.75 *011 382 


COMMERCIAL UNION FINANCIAL 
MANAGEMENT INTERNATIONAL IJD 
Bedford Part. 


Enhance Court. 3 Bedford 
Crqyden CRD2AQ 0814065 


ntESTIGE PORTFOLIO tPFT FUNDS) 

Income Funds 
Eqdbytec 

17084 

I8L53 

* 102 

ftxrd ft ccnrertllric 4788 

5072 

-006 

uorahiy inc nos 

M07 

5732 

* 006 

frefcrenee Share 

S£+9 

5584 


Balanced Rinds 
High Hem 

I39J1 

14X20 

*082 

danaged Fund 

«87 

7*12 

♦ 015 

UK Growth Rinds 
Smaller CM 

4019 

ffl.76 

♦ 027 

JKAGenenl 

■023 

8535 

*0+7 

JK Growth 

13X76 

1+782 

* 080 

rarmaflonal Growth Fundi 



179.79 

19127 

• 1.15 

5ir Eastern Ctth 

13923 

14X12 

- 135 

aoMl Band 

8X13 

9385 

-0(02 

span Growth 

10835 

11527 

- 123 

+ortli Amer Grth 

16112 

1733) 

-Oil 

mental Gro-m 

8X60 

9*25 

-014 

wtnHwldeGmam 6X18 

6701 

* 015 


Growth 

Income 


OTBEK C3J TRUSTS (NON PPT FUNDS) 

Departi Rind 9226 9226 * am 479 

Homemaker fund 7886 8389 * 014 183 

QuBer Fund 141.46 UO« *039 1-97 

CONFEDERATION FUNDS MGMT LTD 
Igajjj Skrenage. Hexli SGI INN 

Growth toe 6001 6383 *038 280 

High income J&J8 3781 *017 430 

Japab 3204 3408 -016 ... 

Smaller Cos inc 29.72 31811 *014 240 

Smaller COS 3093 31901 *015 £40 

North Amrrfalrl 3288 3412 - 0.10 050 

European 3580 3881 * 042 060 

CONSISTENT UNITTOT MGMT 00 LTD 
1 White Hart Yd. London Bridge SB I NX 
0714075966 

Constant UT 31.78 3407 ... 434 

COOKE (HENRY) INV FUNDS LTD 
I King SL Maodmter M603AH 0880538358 
U6A0 14420 • 030 281 
77.55 8251 ... 415 

_ 5657 62.101 * 061 081 

Reoray 13380 14220 - OJO 182 

COOP PENSION FDS UT MGRS UD 
7M9 OandtflL Inadan EC3V3NJ 071283 94*4 
Equity DM 82550 8S9.40T ... 380 

aurorr suisse inv fds (um ltd 

reilOWSlUpTSt 71.73 76JI • 0J4 182 

Income 245.70 26180 * 040 £24 

Smaller Cm 13780 14680 * OH 090 

lltvportfolio 76.94 8398 - 026 181 

High insoine nm xul 7480 * 002 £4Z 

DIMENSIONAL 1ST MGMT 1TD 
05 BWjonegmc Kmdon EC2M3XS 
OT14NOTf7 

EiiTO SmaE Cos 14003 142991 . 

Japan Small Oh knoj nizm 

UK Small cm 16422 17138 . 

US Small GM I SKI 7 1627 sr . 

DISCRETIONARY UNIT FUND MGRS 
M Wtan Strea. Umdww EC1A2BL 
871J77 3814 

DtXbK 18260 192201 ... £46 

DUNEDIN UNIT TST MGRS LTD 
25. RawetriM Tonee. Edfabmuh 03I3BSM 

European cwm aw) jsaoo • IH Lib 

New AJM 22760 2*550 - 2J0 (L32 

Japan Growth 11320 12010 - oso . . 

lap5mlUCo 46430 4W 10 -160 ... 

Nth Amer 244 70 2»J0 * 050 094 

sum* Aria Pac Mi 12850 D&Ju - ijo 046 

UK IncftGnn 22S60 24060 • 1.10 137 

EAGLE STAR UNIT MGRS LTD 
■Mb Raad. Orimahaul G1587LQ 82*2577555 
UK Balanced me I42K) UIJ3P • OJO £28 

UK High inc inc 15780 167.9V * 080 £28 

UKIMSFUitC 64JI 6K72T - 0.14 641 

Eimnmnd oppx BI81 M8Z - 052 142 

EDINBURGH 
«7 Hrpnria 
8145 BM 526 
American 12050 1280V ... 0J9 

ConvertlWes 2388 2SJ7 *005 764 

EquUT income 114 JO 1480V 138 

Eurafund 4SJ8 4801 • 034 083 

Financial 508$ 5403 • 033 £23 

Growth a me sasjo auo - 040 2n 

Htrfl Dta 1*4.40 1941V * OJD 428 

Imemadonal 38180 40350 * 0» 025 

lira income 9893 K»60 • 059 £46 

uiin American 4458 4737 • 046 026 

none *» «i.w - ais tu» 

Prebrence Share 2589 2751 * 005 583 

Tokyo 191 W 20350 - 210 ... 

UK Smaller CU 22900 MUO • OJO 097 

ELDON LTD 

Canal a knaO Hire Orpriyea BR6BIA 


UNIT TST MGRS LTD 
Terrace. Ediatnrfb 


□ran Tran 


213.90 230*0 


ENDURANCE FUND MGMT UD 
41 Kantegma Garden*. Loodaw SW74IU 


41 Kantnnaa 1 
BU 37372*1 
En du r an ce Fd 


1*6 ao 212.70 


044 


EQUITABIX UNTT TRUST MGRS LTD 
WidVn SL Ayicxburr. Bath* HPRTQN 
029*431488 

Eu rop e an 7562 VUO .. 166 

FxrEJOern 31903 33382 .. IJ7 

Hhalnsame 13826 l«357* 4J3 

1 DU Growth 117.91 IN 12 ... UK 

NOGh American 11022 I22J4 .. UH 

Mican 12169 129 is ran 

Smaller cm 7129 ISM 1 ... 1.99 

spedaistu MO! 9484 ... 182 

ntofmcTW 184.19 [93as .. iro 

EVERMORE FUND MGMT UD 
1 Whfce Kart Yard. London Bridge SD 
0714075*44 
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w, TIMES WEDNKDAV DEC EMBER^ 

fmvdaieSs^ 
square up 

I f. by the end of The biggest 

the Christmas-7j not be so happy, 

break, millions T0t3.ll however. All me 

of consumers _— —-“vertically integrate 

don’t know that T*phTaHuin2 ed" retail chains are 

“Going Places” is the___ currently committed 

name of the simp • VP3TS to providing choice 

where you can buy Jll *’ cli J_ _ by selling a range of 

"great holidays for tO - hohdays from . si- 

great prices , Air IS alAJUl ^ge of companies; 

Tours, the owners, , £f But large tour ov' 

will be disappointed- t3JCC OH erators have a vested I 


BBCs Birds of a Feather with, left, Linda Robson, Lesley Joseph and Pauline Quirke against Field of Dreams with Amy Madigan, Kevin Costner, Gaby Hoffman 


war 


A lan Yentob is dreaming of 
a Christmas white-out 
and provisional figures 
towards the end of next 
week are nearly certain to prove 
that the BBC I controller’s dream 
has come true... with more than a 
tittle help from the Queen.- 
.The battle of Christmas Day 
appears destined to be another 
valley of death for [TV, which Is all -; 
rather odd. ITV is .supposed- to be 
the natural home of mass-audience 
scheduling, yet the BBC victories of 
recent years have led to the belief 
that die commercial channel has 
thrown in the towel 
If so, nobody at ITV is saying it 
and nobody at the the BBC is in¬ 
clined to believe it Especially not 
this year. Vii$h. Chrikmas Day 
falling on a Saturday, London 
Weekend Television is the key ITV 
player and that means Greg Dyke; 
its aggressive chief executive. 
There is no way Greg .is going to 
give up on Christmas;" says Mr 
Yentob. “Willi three film premieres 
on Christmas night, he is dearly 
competing pretty heavily." 

Nonetheless, last year BBC1 had 
the' four highest Christmas Day 
audiences and numbers one. two 
and four are in the schedule again 
this year (number three was a film). 
Only Fools and .Horses (20.1 mti- 
tionj. Birds of a Feather (16.9) and 
EastEnders (15.1) helped the chan¬ 
nel's audience share to reach 53.1 
per cent against only 29.4 for ITV. 
Add the minority-channels and the 
BBC took 61.4 pp^-cent 


ITV will not be too bothered if its loses the seasonal ratings 
battle, so long as it keeps its overall lead, says Peter Barnard 


Three factors are cited for mak¬ 
ing the BBC preeminent, some 
more convincing than others. One, 
the BBC focuses especially on 
Christmas specials of programmes 


day around television, viewing. 
They will even time lunch to fit in.” 

There is .. some merit in Ok 
argument that, commercially, ITV 
is notre^y'fized up for Christmas 


Such as.Only Fools .that already ; Day. Most commercials are for 
have a-huge and loyal following.: ■ holidays and post-Christmas sales 


'-Two, audiences tend to watch the 
BBC on “traditional” occa¬ 
sions. And there is the view that 
ITV are not really in the hunt. 

“That's very dubious," says 
Katherine Belly, a FOeirrwort — 
Benson media analyst “ITV 
can’t afford to concede a 
- jingle. viewer for a single 
second. It must be that they j 
aren’t getting the offering 
right although they are cer¬ 
tainly hampered in more 
ways than one by people 
traditionally turning to the 
BBC." — 

Enter the Queen. There is 
agreement that peak viewing on 
normal days means 630 to 1030. 
but on Christmas Day the peak 
starts at 3pm with Her Majesty'S 
Christmas message. This goes out 
on BBC 1 and ITV simultaneously 
but on past form the 20 million 
audience will split about 12 million 
to 8 million in favour of the BBC 
That provides a very solid 
platform for the rest of the day,” 
says Ms Belly. “More than on any 
other day, people tend to build their 


and advertisers know that the 
viewers are likely to be suffering 
from retail exhaustion. 

But from, .an objective point of 


‘We W&ri a range of 
programming that will 
appeal to the full 
range of viewers’ 


view, this argument has the ring of 
an unspoken excuse rather than a 
reason. In The jargon. Christmas 
Day offers a unique opportunity to 
“hook” viewers at a time when the 
audience as a whole is at its biggest 
and. perhaps. least critical, the con¬ 
sumption of food and drink giving 
television a gloss. 

On last year's figures, viewers 
will spend an average of five hours 
46 minutes in front of the box on 
Christmas Day and 33 hours view¬ 


ing throughout Christmas week, 
five hours more than in other 
weeks. This suggests there is enor¬ 
mous potential to increase the regu¬ 
lar, loyal audience for a network, 
although ITV can take comfort 
from the fact that for the rest of the 
year it stays ahead of the BBC 

One thing demonstrated by 
Christmas viewing is that the 
shared experience of television is 
not dead, merely dormant. 

— . Before the birth of ITV in 1955, 

there was one BBC channel so 
that whatever it transmitted 
would be a focus for conversa¬ 
tion the next morning. The 
multi-channel society frag¬ 
mented the audience but the 
combination of extended fam- 
. ilies coming together for 
Chris tinas and the com- 

— mensurately bigger audience 
for blockbuster programmes 

means that on Boxing Day you are 
pressed to find anyone who has not 
watched Only Fools and Horses. 

This year's crucial Christmas- 
night junction will be at S o’ dock, 
when ITV starts its biggest film, the 
Kevin Costner-staning field of 
Dreayns and BBC 1 offers an hour- 
longBirds of a Feather special. 

B the BBC wins at 8pm, its 
philosophy of backing mostly 
home-grown entertainment for the 
broadest age range will again be 


vindicated. Mr Yentob believes the 
audience will go for comedy fol¬ 
lowed by the big film. Ghost, at 
9.10, rather than sacrificing Birds 
of a Feather and most of Ghost in 
order to see Field of Dreams on 
ITV. 

Indeed, films maybe a diminish¬ 
ing asset There are 700 on all 
channels, including BSkyB. during 
the Christmas fortnight and. with 
Sky's Movie Channel attracting 
subscriptions from the socioecono¬ 
mic groups that would otherwise 
depend on nv, the latter may be 
finding a film-orientated sche- 
dule subject to the law of dimin¬ 
ishing returns. 

Mr Yentob is certainly confident 
without being complacent. “We 
work very hard to schedule in a 
way that will not only attract 
audiences but be a kind of message 
to the public about the nature of the 
BBC” he says. “Complementary 
scheduling between BBD and 
BBC2 is an important part of that 
and if you look at our schedules as a 
whole you can see same of the 
emblems of why the BBC exists. 
Films are very much a part of the 
Christmas schedule but we don’t 
like them to dominate. We want a 
range of prog ramming that will 
appeal to the full range of viewers.” 

On last years evidence, the BBC 
achieves that objective. It would be 
sflly to say that ITV doesn't care, 
but insiders there are not too vexed 
if the BBC has its Christinas 
(ratings) Day... provided ITV still 
leads for the rest of the year. 


I f, by the end of 
the Christmas 
break, millions 
of consumers 
don’t know that 

"Going Places” is the 

name of foe shop 
where you can buy 
"great holidays for 
great prices". Air 
Tours, die owners, 
will be disappointed. 

To make sure it 
happens, starting 
this week, 545 high 
street travel agents 
will be refitted and 
renamed over just 
seven days — an 
exercise involving 
45.000 tons of 
aluminium, 30,000 
fluorescent tubes 
and 10.000 metres of 
new sign materials. 
Teaser poster ads. a 
television advertis¬ 
ing campaign break¬ 
ing today and 
follow-up 
national 
press ad¬ 
vertising 
makes it the 
most ambiti¬ 
ous market¬ 
ing yet from 
the aggres¬ 
sive Air 
Tours. A lot 
is riding on 
its success. 

Next year's Luu 
financial re- 

suits depend largely 
on the post-Christ¬ 
inas period, when 
nearly 30 per cent of 
ail holidays are sold. 

But the Going 
Places example 
shows that as com¬ 
petitors’ products 
and prices become 
more similar, holi¬ 
day marketers' at¬ 
tention is shifting to 
paminp an edge 
through superior 
distribution. Thom¬ 
son Holidays, which 
sell a fifth of all 
British package holi¬ 
days, has long had a 
distribution arm 
through Lunn Poly, 
a 680-strong travel 
agency network. 


Traditionally, it has 
been kept at arm's 
length. But that may 
change. In the past 
year. Owners 
Abroad, which mar¬ 
kets such brands as 
Falcon. Sovereign, 
Enterprise and Sun 
Med, has linked 
with Thomas Cook's 
340-strong chain, 
and Air Tours has 
bought Pickfords 
Travel and Hogg 





Tjinn Poly: faring competition 


Robinson — the sub¬ 
ject of this week’s 
hugely extensive 
name change. 

The ripples from 
such initiatives are 
only now being felt 
According to Steve 
Baynard, Going 
Places managing di¬ 
rector, Thomson 
has begun to flex its 
muscles. Some tour 
operators could soon 
fond their products 
not stocked by Lunn 
Poly". Going Places 
is a way of securing 
distribution for Air 
Tours holidays. And. 
he adds: “We also 
want to make a prof¬ 
it at each stage, tour 
operating, airlines. 


and travel agency." 

Consumers may 
not be so happy, 
however. All foe 
"vertically integrat¬ 
ed” retail chains are 
currently committed 
to providing choice- 
by selling a range of 
holidays from st¬ 
range of companies; 

But large tour op 
erators have a vested 
interest in using 
their travel agencies : 
to push their own 
products. Smaller 
operators live in fear i 
of their brochures 
being “de-racked". 
the critics point out'. 

Even if they ate 
not travel shop staff 
are being given in¬ 
centives to sell some - 
holidays harder 
than others -- 
because the supplier 
offers higher com- I 
mission. . | 
That means | 
that holiday | 
makers may f 
end up not 4 
with the best I 
holiday, but | 
with the one fl. 
that makes R 
most profit | 
for their | 
travel agent ft 
It is tears R 
tion such as these jj 
that have I 
prompted the Office | 
of Fair Trading to U 
investigate tour op^jj 
erators’ potential fl 
abuse of their distri- J 
button power. ■ R 
It doesn’t need to jj 
worry, says Kevin H 
Welch, Going Places 
marketing director. 
There is a betttjp 
balance of power 
now. The rise of 
vertical integration;, 
has meant keen com¬ 
petition from three 
major companies, all 
of which have signif 
fcant market douL 
Lunn Poly aren't 
haring their own 
way anymore”. . 

Alan Mitchell 


la cremeJSela cr£me 


PROPERTY 


...CHARACTER LICENSING 

I nnrin ujwwl character licensing 

agency; require a friendly enthusiastic audio 
seoetaiy/assisitant reporting directly to the 
Licensing Manager, but working as part of a 
team handling merchandising nghts for film 
and television properties. A good telephone 
manner, standard of English, computer skills 
(Apple Mac an advantage), and a strong sense 
of attention to detail are essential, as is an. 
ability to communicate effectively. 

Salary circa £13,000 + benefits. 

Pteje send yoarCV w&fa handwritten mwiu g letter Ux 

Karen Halstead, Patrick, Sinfidd Limited, 95 
White Lion Street, London NJ 9PF. 

-ttx 'A jST 4F 'JtF. 

*7 THE CREME DE LA CREME TEAM ? 


nq WOULD LUCE TO THANK ALL OUR CLIENTS i 

. AND READERS FOR THEIR SUPPORT THIS YEAR 
WL AND WE WBH EVERYONE A VERY MERRY J 

CHRISTMAS AND A SUCCESSFUL AND 
e PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR. . 

Si CREME APPEARS MONDAY'S, WEDNESDAY'S 2 
. AND THURSDAYS 

Ta Mhmfac caB 871-4B1 9994 or Bn 071*782 7831. . 5 

^ THANKYOU 

-M-M -JST a. -OF JF. 'OF VS 5 T 


LEARN NEW SKILLS AND 
REFRESH OLD ONES 

Intensive or flexible courses in information technology 
and secretarial skffis offered throughout the year. 
StJamai'i Secretarial CoBefle 
Kensington, London SW5 
071 373 3852 

25% Tax Relief on aS self-funded training. 
Careers Advisory Service available. 


HAMPTONS 

Estate Agent require secretary with excellent 
grammar and WP skills (muftmtare) for p rog re ssi ve 
office in Central Islington. 

Contact: Jama Hancup 971226 4688. 




Second 
Jobber? 
to £14,000 
+ bens 

Tbs sociable firm of 
management 

consul urns, centrally 
based in mirming 
offices, are currently 
recruiting young 
polished secretaries until 
a minimum of 5 OTerek 
and good skills (50+ 
wptn/WPJ. You win use 
your secretarial and 
admin skills to the lull 
working with young 
teams of consultants 
who will rely on you to 
look after them. If you 
want to get the New 
Year off to a flying nan, 
please call C harlo tte on 
071-457 6052. 

Hobstones 

Hi, iritvivi Ciiaii i!i«!‘ 


MULTI-LINGUAL 



nmrtingB. am nones, sat no 
aettai Mm nd co+rdtiM On 
WO aonmmHm tor your 


aO/ea/WonBWftoi 9,1. MV 




\\ HO IS 



LONDON PROPERTY 





L I T T . o ^ - 

d Mews Houses • 3*Bedrooms *' 2 Bathroom's • Shower Room • 


Freehold Mews Houses ’■ 3‘Bed rooms *-'2 Bathrooms • Showe 
• Luxury Kitchen .• Large Integral Garage. - • 1381 sq.ft. 
• 300 Yaros.from Underground 5 

FFICfcOPEN 

•EEK 1 pm-6 PM PRICES FROM £260,000 ? . 


City based Communications Group has two maternity leave vacancies 
due to commence in February 19V-I. These positions will be for an 
initial 6 month period. 

Personnel Administrator 

Candidate must be self-motivated and have experience of payroll 
administration and Inland Revenue requirements. The successful 
candidate will also be responsible for administering the company pen¬ 
sion and private health schemes and maintaining personnel records. 
Knowledge of WordPerfect 5.1 and Lotus 123 advantageous. 

Secretary to PR Director and Account Group 

Candidate must possess good organisational skills, be able to work on 
own initiative and communicate at all levels. Knowledge of 
WordperfeCT 5.1 essential. 

Please apply by fcru’srJiiig year Cl' and covering letter to 
Jane Stevcnlon, Citigate Communuaiioin., 7 Birckm Lane, LWon 
ECJl' 9BY. No agencies. 



SALES OFFICE OPEN 

7 mis A WEEK 1PM-6PM 

(Office iipen until J4 ,h Dciv-ixbci. 
4lh Jnniifi) 

071-266 4656 


BRISTOL MEWS 


i.rtTi.n ykmi:k. i.u>riu>: whui-t isristui.o. \kiu*.n.s> 


071-584 6106 


One of the most prestigous residential 
areas on the outskirts of London 


I • COPPERFIELDS , ‘ 1 

^BARNET LAM. EiSTREE HER TFORDSHIRE J 

A LUXURY 5 BEDROOMED RESIDENCE (WITH GUEST ROOM) 
OF HIGH QUALITY IN A UNIQUE &. SECLUDED LOCATION 

Built in security in house and grounds. Price £595,000. 

WARD HOMES on 

0634 S55111 




FWGAPP 


“nWHWTARWUlWT 



I Ur PropiriN M.ui.-uii' 
071-243 i)')(i4 


RETIREMENT HOMES 


Th* !U(cbM wrtdrtt mart 
tnttw working wBdn a bob 
co mm a tm wtronwenL «aoy 
worMn* for ■ cMHiwaliui nd 



MUSIC TELEVISION PRODUCTION CO 
EXECUTIVE PA £I8,000£20,000 pa 

Eucwrne Pnduoer is bnkmc *br tu evonced PA la *otk 
Co an mtemtiaiiftl enakTV proieeLExeUiiii, bj^ty 
ApwmwHm ] pririfittw Loogbom. Yoo sodbcnoUiltiD 
dttoopm May. 

Emeuial: EueUent seeafcffli brtlmliacS/H A WpaftcL 


ft lUu iilfa WOmil Mrtint mvUktt nmy. 

Send cv & letter to Tribute Management Ltd, 
Top Floor, Eanlley House, 182-184 Campdeo 
HiD Road, London. W8 7AS 


A HISTORY LESSON 

MM do Oik IWn.»« CmnNl md Gmttf (Mm Im ki oomwiff 
TlupMtf iiiiiMM Uhs duni fat ar wB u mr tflwmi At 
E 00 M Cntyol fool tu aa Mam pA Bu » job baugM an hUtortcal 
MfM mat Mi. yart ba HtttUwi. Manta ms miMn woM Dh 
bm anM tn t MM* of UM bdUngi MurfUMM 

tart tm MB. Crttay M* rtitihliha Ba cfoodw rf nd> MkW 
EagRUi Oarttrmt own M Bt NgtaU KooMi «f ■win—Hi «f» 
inonooad, fnm ta nour dW«l hodfeu ifWo, tsto Hkboi kgM 


Men Mr rB.-sli u K15J300. Ta M bm nun dnd n praprrsn la 
69 MTM. Mb, Bata, (ban old KM. (tan *C bi tar 1 bractm. 

The Engfiah Courtyard Aoooctotion. 

8 HoHund Strewt, London WB 4LT 
FREEFONE 0800 220858 



>Am * *** 
ovDtanMno Part 

EiS2Sb. :, ^S%as!JSSt 


EAST ANGLIA 


oownwY nouns 


CHELSEA & 


HAMPSTEAD & 
B3GHGATE 


w m Sucnp, 
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THEATRE page 26 

.Whistle Down the Wind 


uS*> 


25 



makes a compelling 
transition from classic 
movie to staae musical 


ARTS 


OPERA page 27 

Anne-Marie Owens 
triumphs in a new 
staging ot Smetana's 
The Two Widows 




Why Botham is on at the nursery end 


Englan d cricket heroes, soap stars. Page 3 lovelies... these are all 
^st to the pantomime mill. Peter Barnard discovers the reasons 


BARRT BATCHELOR 


S oyouTe sitting in the 
front stalls amid a 
mayhem of infants 
and you’re thinking: 
who writes this stuff? You will 
get scant enlightenment from 
the programme and not just 

because it has been turned into 

a paper aeroplane and 
launched at the upper circle. 
Pantomime writers are un¬ 
sung, but are they complain¬ 
ing? Oh no they're not 
Anyone can write a panto¬ 
mime ... cant they? The first 
doing to do is submit some 
dialogue to a likely impresa¬ 
rio. This needs to contain a 
joke, a famous name and 
something that enables the 
audience to take sides. Try 
this: 

to down*, “fan Botham's in 
pantomime at Bath." 

2 nd down: "I didn't know he 
still played for Somerset" 
Audience: "Oh no he doesitt.” 

Pantomime, the best of 
which contrives to be tradi¬ 
tional and modem at the same 
time, is a curious creature. 
Part melodrama, part farce, 
part musical, it has become a 
vehicle for television sitcom 
stars and over-the-top athletes, 
mid-Winter being a slack time 
for both. 

This trend presents writers 
with an interesting challenge. 
Not only are they faced with 
writing for people who are 
u nfamiliar with die genre and 
the stage, which can apply to 
comedians and television ac¬ 
tors as much as to sportsmen, 
but also an audience expecting 
that someone advertised on 
the billboards as “Dot Cotton 
from EastEnders" will behave 
like Dot Cbtton from 
EastEnders. 

This is not easy if she is 
playing the Fairy in Dick 
Whittington, which is what 
June Biown (aka Cotton) is 
doing — alongside Bothant— 
at Bath's Theatre Royal this 
season. A hundred miles away 
at the Hippodrome in 
Birmingham, Lesley Joseph 
("Dorien in Birds of a Feath¬ 
er ") is playing... the Fairy in 
Dick Whittington. 

The Hippodrome version 
has five writers, one of whom 
is Keith Simmonds. who is 
also half of a comedy act caDed 
the Simmonds Brothers. 
Simmonds also wrote the Bath 
Dick Whittington. But the 


Bath Fairy and the 
Birmingham Fairy arc birds 
of a very different feather. 

"You have to make them 
reflea their television perso¬ 
nas." Simmonds says, "while 
at the same time ensuring that 
they serve the same function 
within the story. An audie nce 
familiar with Dot will want a 
bit of that character whereas 
an audience that loves Dorien 
will want to feel they are 
getting a bit of that character." 

This leads to wholesale dia¬ 
logue changes and can alter 
the attitude of the audience to 
the character. Cotton is a 
sympathetic, caring person 
whereas Dorien is self-centred 

and cutting (not _ 

to say sex mad). 

Therefore in 
Birmingham 
the Fhiiy will 
answer an ap¬ 
peal for help 
with something 
like: “Oh. dear, 

I do hope I can 
do some good 
here." Whereas 
in Bath the 
Fairy wifl re¬ 
spond: “For _____ 
goodness sake. 

I ve not got a minute to 
myself." 

Simmonds. whose country¬ 
wide writing credits this panto 
season include three Dick 
Whittingtons and two Alad- 
dins — as well as appearing 
with his brother at the Hippo¬ 
drome — believes that using 
sitcom actors and sports stars 
is a development of panto¬ 
mime's traditions. 

“A lot of actors are against 
bringing these people in. but if 
they put bums on seats and 
keep theatres open.I’m all for 
ft. And I do find these people 
take it very seriously, they're 
often more committed to it 
than the seasoned performers. 

“A sports star knows he has 
sametiling to prove, he knows 
there are peoplewiUmg him to 
mess it up. and it's the job of 
the writer to make sure he is 
comfortable in the part If you 
take someone like Ian. a man 
who is famous for action, you 
give him lots of physical jokes 
rattier than big chunks of 
dialogue.". 

Tudor Davies is one of the 
leading fights in pantomime 
production and writing. Hus 


The worst 
people to write 
for are the 
ones who think 
they know 
what panto is' 


year he has four A/addins. 
three Dick Whittingtons and a 
Mother Goose on the go. He 
rebuts the idea that adapting 
pantomime lo fit in with 
imported stars goes against 
tradition. 

“Pantomime started out 
with a troupe of Italian 
downs, a mime act," be says. 
“They would work their way 
around Europe and happened 
to end up in England around 
Christinas time. But it was ah 
very twee and in about 1840 
someone had the idea of 
bringing in music hall stars. 
There was uproar in the 
business but the people loved 
it. they packed the theatres." 

• Davies does 

not agree en¬ 
tirely with 
Simmonds 
about having 
sitcom charac¬ 
ters invade 
pantomime. 
“I'm all for 
them ' appear¬ 
ing, but some 
of them resist 
replicating 
their tele virion 
parts. Tm an 
actor in my 
own right.’ they’ll say. Others 
will go port of the way. For 
example, if you write a part for 
Vicki Michelle from ’Alio, 
*AUo she wiD do the line: 111 
say this only once.* but she 
stops short of doing it in a 
French accent" 

Davies' pantomimes this 
year involve stars as diverse as 
“Dame" Hilda Bracket Rolf 
Harris, Bonnie Langford and 
Little and Large. He says: 
“You have Little and Large 
starring in Jack and the 
Beanstalk but they cant play 
Jade because people expect to 
see them as a pair, not in 
unrelated parts. So you make 
than King Crumble and his 
jester, which involves building 
up those roles. They have to go 
with Jack up the beanstalk, for 
instance, otherwise they 
wouldn't be in the second act 
“But none of this needs to 
compromise the basic story. 
It's like a weD-made suit. You 
take a Savile Row suit to a 
tailor and he can make alter¬ 
ations because the quality 
material is there." 

Pantomime writers need to 
be thick-skinned. Most of 


them get asked to accept 
suggestions tossed in by per¬ 
formers and they usually do. 
“The worst people to write 
for". Davies says, "are the 
ernes who have dene a couple 
of shows and think they know 
what panto is. Usually they 
don’t. But experienced people 
wfl] make suggestions that 
work for them." 

Beyond the ranks of estab¬ 
lished actors, sitcom incomers 
and spans stars comes a 
fourth category, the body 
beautiful: a Page 3 girl or a 
starlet in search of a start 
Bodies beautiful, with a few 
exceptions, have in common 
the tact that they can't actually 
do much. One writer recalls a 
beauty (no names, no back- 
stage tears) for whom writing 
anything would have been a 
tragic waste of words. So at 
one point in the script there 
appeared the words "dance 
routine". Not that this beauty 
could dance, either, so two 
mate dancers were brought in 
for a routine involving the 
men dancing like crazy but the 
beauty standing in the middle 
of the stage looking... beauti¬ 
ful. Afterwards people came 
up to die producer and said: "I 
had no idea she was such a 
good dancer." 

W hich is where 
pantomime and 
the mainstream 
theatre overlap: 
an illusion has been created 
and for the audience it be¬ 
comes reality. And however 
much pantomime changes to 
accommodate cricketers, trie- 
vision stars, comedians and 
crumpet, there is a limit Fbr 
Paul Elliott who has written 
or produced 150 pantomimes 
since 1969. the limit has a 
name: Derek Hatton. 

Someone told Elliott that 
Hatton would make, a lovely 
King Rai but Elliott said oh no 
he wouldn't “I just find his 
image very strange. I’m ah for 
mixing media in pantomime, 
but there are some people who 
just seem wrong.” ‘ 

What seems right to Elliott 
is that in writing a pantomime 
you are helping to write a 
future for the entire business. 
“A pantanrime is usually the 
first time akid sees the inside 
of a theatre. We have to make 
sure it isn't the last" 



Ian Botham points the way to Lord’s and the OvaL while remaining firmly in Bath, and his role in Dick Whittington 
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ROCK 

Sisters 
under 
the skin 

Sisters of Mercy 
Brixton Academy 


Clouds of smoke and blue 
stabbing lights covered the 

stage, parting every so often to 
reveal a live figure with 
cheese-grater cheekbones and 
dark glasses — a veritable sex 
god — huddled over a 

microphone. , 

pink Floyd’s “Comfortably 
Numb” was the opening num¬ 
ber and its guitar lines, float¬ 
ing over a gigantic rhythm, set 
the concert’s mood. For perfor¬ 
mance purposes. Eldritch has 
disguised his natural tenor 


voice with a growling, elemen¬ 
tal bass and — considering he 
had flu — ft was lucky that he 
lasted a full set and two 
encores. The material ranged 
from early J980s hits (“Alice", 
“Soane Kind of Stranger" and 
“Amphetamine Logic") 
through “Flood U" and the 
mag nificent “On the Wire" ID 
their latest single, “Under the 
Gun". 

The Sisters in frill flight are 
(to reclaim a word-from-the 
Californians) an awesome ex¬ 
perience. Doktor Avalanche’s 
digital heart thumped with an. 
industrial beat and, between 
Eldritch and the spiky, wail¬ 
ing guitars, the sound was 
lean and muscular. 

Alter a singatong “This Cor¬ 
rosion ", Eldritch dissolved 
into die darkening fog. It 
rolled back to allow encores 
which included “First and 
Last and Always” and, finally, 
a speeding version of Temple 
of Love". A monumental, tri¬ 
umphant return and quite 
possibly the best Christinas 
gift for many people present 

Louise Gray 


RADIO 

Not with a bang, 
but a whimper 


T he exceflent American actor and 
director Sam Wanamaker was 
to be heard performing in a 
Radio 3 play on the day that he died It 
was a pity that the play—or “dramatic 
poem" — The Sandbar, which was 
broadcast on Saturday ra'ght. was not a 
better piece of work. 

Written by Robert Berke, an Ameri¬ 
can living in London, it conjured up a 
stretch of the Georgia coastlinewhere a 
sandbar out at sea was a resting-place 
for gulls and other seabirds. The 
monologues of three people who lived 
along the coast kept carding back to the 
sandbar, which haunted them with its 
promise of peace in life, or peace after 
death. 

Unfortunately their reflections on 
the trials and tribulations of their lives 
were commonplace in the extrene. and 
no evocative background of breaking 
waves — even though tile BBC had 
actually gone to Georgia to record 
them—could make up for that Ed, for 
instance—the Wanamaker part — was 
dying of cancer, but just rambled on 
about smoking too much and missing 


his friends. Even the recurring image 
of die sandbar was really rather 
flaccid. Tennyson's idea of death as 
“crossing the bar" was distinctly more 
sturdy. 

An intriguing progr amm e on Radio 
4 went to the other side of America. 
Talking to Trees (Thursday) was abefut 
the tallest living tilings in the world, 
“the doak of redwood trees that enfolds 
the Californian coastal range", in the 
words of Chris Bartas, who was 
wandering under them with a micro¬ 
phone. 

He talked to a woman tree expert 
who lived so close to her giant charges 


she felt she would never get bade to the 
real world and didn’t mmd; and to boy 
scouts who were undergoing their rites 
of passage in the redwood forest and 
prided themselves on bong “zero- 
impact campers” — i.e. they left no 
mess. 

There were loggers who complained 
dial the “tree-huggers" were frying to 
put them out of a job, and had painted 
the slogan “If you’re out of work eat an 
environmentalist" on their trucks. 

Bartas himself was very responsive 
to die beauty and grandeur of tiie trees, 
but he kept his head, and came up with 
what seemed a reasonable conclusion: 


if the Californians wanted to keep their 
romantic forest, they would have to be 
realistic, and work out a proper 
programme of controlled felling and 
regrowth. 

But be dearly had a soft spot for the 
biologist who lived under the trees in a 
house he had built himself and sent 
out green campaigning bulletins on a 
solar-powered fax machine. 

On Your Farm on Sunday morning 
(Radio 4) went to the Scotland to find a 
scene where wild beauty already goes 
hand in hand with commercial real¬ 
ism. A herd of reindeers warders on 
the slopes of the Cairngorms, affection¬ 
ately tended by a Scotsman and his 
wife from Hertfordshire. 

However, happy though they are up 
there, the couple make their living by 
taking the docile beasts to business 
promotions, children’s parties and 
hospital wards. Any red noses? No, but 
the reindeer have delightfully furry 
noses — if they were wet noses, they 
would freeze. 

Derwent May 


Everything that’s Ella 



A mple column inches 
were devoted to the 
compilations celebrat¬ 
ing Ella Fitzgerald'S 75th 
birthday this year. The party 
was only slightly marred by 
the revelation, in Stuart Nich¬ 
olson’s new biography, that 
she had cut a year from her 
hue age. 

No apologies for returning 
to the subject of the First Lady, 
now that we can feast upon die 
years most spectacular re¬ 
issue. A 16-disc box set. The 
Complete Ella Fitzgerald 
Song Books (Verve 314-519- 
832-2) Is a magnificently pack¬ 
aged collection of the ground¬ 
breaking albums inspired by 
the masters of American song. 

Budget-conscious listeners, 
incidentally, can opt for a 
single-disc sampler The Best 
of the Song Books (Verve 
519804). 

Guided by the impresario 
Norman Grans Fitgerald em¬ 
barked on die project in 1956 
with two volumes of Cole 
Porter songs, some evergreen, 
some almost forgotten. 

A Rodgers and Hart tribute 
followed, before Fitzgerald 
and her arrangers moved, on 


to the work of Duke Ellington. 
Irving Berlin, George and Ira 
Gershwin, Harold Arlen. Je¬ 
rome Kern and finally, in 1964, 
Johnny Mercer. 

The overwhelming success 
of the Porter collection put 
Efagerald's erratic career bade 
on course, helping her to 
break through to a huge non¬ 
jazz audience. Some of the 
other sets — notably the five- 
LP Gershwin set (here trans¬ 
ferred on to three CDs) — were 
much less lucrative, fuelled 
more by Grarrz’s love of the 
canon than purely commercial 
considerations. 

The best-selling Porter ma¬ 
terial contains some of the less 
original settings, yet Porters 
santonin wordplay ^and ur¬ 
bane melodies carry the day 
nonetheless. 

The three discs of Ellington 
are another delight, narked 
by a loose, occasionally even 
ragged ambience and the 
bonus of some moody small- 
group performances. 

Clive Davis 



k 

a 

















- 26 ARTS 


LONDON 

A CHRISTMAS CAROL: Rob Ingfcs _ 
has adapted Quaere's iwraon for puo*c 
Wrtcrmancas for his own one-man 
rixwK^manad{MPy^ T[ionaa^ 
poetic rerofcctiorB A CWs tfratow 
si Wbtes. A aea (ram a wd-tew**’ son 
performer, (or age eight upwards 
THEATRE MUSEUM. Covent Gfltfon. 

( 071-838 2330 ). Toddy and lonxsrow. 

pka Dec 28 31 . Jan'£ A 1 aiaxn 
TOE NUTCRACKER' A straWitfonwrd 
and attraawp veraan ot Tcta torsKys 
perennial favow#B hum Ben Sewraon 

lev EndUah National BsMt TtW mat 

cSnctier, though, is Ihe ataolutely 
ddfitiOUS Kingdom tftofl Seeds 
s eq uence. 

Festival Hsfl. South Bank. SE 1 ( 071 - 
928 8800 ). Torvgn. ,220 

and 7 . 30 pm. Rt. 2 . 30 pm D* 37 - 31 . 

130 and 7 . 30 pm £) 

ELSEWHERE 

NORWICH: Tvw v«y dflemrt Pw« 
TneasB productions oiler s refretfitog 
change of paca The heroic prin ce ure a 
Dante me dragon to save his kingdom 
ml wto lw process in Dragon's Head 
Based on 8 Spanish play, performed 
wtti»wlwpmtsc.lihasawilty 
undoftymg 30 tee to onaaraln adults as 
well The class* Jack and mo 


□ ASPECTS OFIXWE.AndP 5 wUoy d 
WaWtar now has sk muslcata running 
wmCutranUy as tos one returns tor a 
short revival. Not ora the tea- 
prince of Wales Coventry St, WC 2 
( 071-039 5972 ). Mot-Sbj, 7 . 45 pm: mate 
Wed and Sat, 3 pm. Dec 24 . 3 pm only. 

i Jrtfl January 16 . 

□ THE BFG: Roald Defirs Big Friendly 
Oam mates ho now seasonally festive 
cadi on London 

Aftcry. St Martsi's Lane. WC 2 ( 071 - 
8671115 ). Mon 7 pm: Tue-Frf. 2 pm aid 
7 pm: Sail lam, 2 . 30 pm. 7 pm. Dec 24 : 

1 fam and 2 . 30 pm only. 

B CAROUSEL Tuneful and deveriy 
set Ftodgw 3 and Hammerden has the 
lanfer modure ol the peroepwe and 
themaulaT 

Shafleshury, Shahesbury Avenue, 

WC 2 ( 071-379 5399 ) Mon-Sat, 730 pm, 
matfs Wad. Sal. 2 . 30 pm Dec 24 . 

2 . 30 pm only Q 

□ FOREVER PLAID: Gena/and wrttiy 
parlotmed homage to the (our-pait 
harmony groups of the 1950 a 
Apoflo, Shohasbury Avenue. W 1 ( 071 - 
494 5070 ) Mon-Tiara. 8 pm; Fit. Sat 

& 30 pm, mate Fn, SaL 8 pm Dec 24 
6 pm only (had pnoe). Deo 27 and 28 . 
6 pmand B 30 pm 

□ AN INSPBCTOR CALLS: Stephen 
Dahiy's msrvetously re-hvagtned 
version of Pnesttey’s eodai OvBer. 
Aktwych, Aldwych. WC 2 ( 071-836 
8404 L Mon-Frt 7 . 46 pnr. Sad. 5 pm and 
8 15 pm; ms« Wfld. L 30 prn. No mtf 
today: no pert Dec 27 . Q 

B ME AND MAMIE O’ROURKE. 
French and Saunders m wretrtndty 
HgMvreigm US play about lesbian 
fantasies. 

Strand, Aldwych, WC 2 ( 071 - 9308800 ). 
Mon-Thurs 8 pm: Fn. Sat 6 pm and 
8 45 pm. Extra mat Dec 23 at 3 pm; no 
pert Dei 24 

B MEDEA Jonathan Kant directs the 
m a gninoBnt Diana ftgg in Eurpktes'a 
tragedy of a woman's revenge. 
Wyndham*a, Charing Cross Road. 

WC 2 ( 071-867 1116 ). Mon-Fri. 8 pm; So, 
fl-SOpm; mats. Sal 5 . 30 pm. No part 
Dec 24 and 27 . 

B MR AND IffltS NOBODY: Patricia 
Routtedge and Cfiw Swift teep up 


- NEW RELEASES 


CINEMA PARADtSO:THE SPECIAL 
EDfTTON fPG): Longer, rtaior version 
at Giueeppe Tomatore ‘8 Oscar-winner 
about the Me and loves o/ a Slciian boy 
prajecboraeL 
Metro ( 071 - 4370757 ) 

TOE METEOR MAN (PG) TVted 
Washington teacher turns 3 upertnro and 
deans up the commirtty Blend, 
dsheveftsd. wei-meantng lartasy team 
writer-dVector-star Robert Townseryl 
EtecWc 0 ( 071-792 2020 ) 

♦ ROBIN HOOD: MEN IN TIGHTS 
(PG) Unfunny, outdated Sherwood 
Forest spoof (ham Mel Btooio, with 
Carv Boras. Roger Rees. Retard Lewis. 
MGHk Chelsea (071 -352 5096 ) 

Oxford Stroet (071 -636 0310 ) Odecms: 
Kensington (0426 914666 ) Series 
Cottage (0426 914068 ) West End 
( 0426-815 574 ) UCI WMMey* B ( 071 - 
7823332 ) 

CURRENT 

♦ ADOAMS FAMILY VALUES (PG): A 
new baby cases chaos n America's 
most macabre household Overblown 
sequel, vrth good stretches With Raul 
Juia and Anfefcn Huston; dreaor, 

Bany SonnenfeW. 

Empke ( 071-497 9999 ) MOM* Baker 
Stroet ( 071-935 9772 ) RaBtam Road 
( 071-370 2636 ) TTOeadara B(D 7 l -434 
0031 ) ScreenfGroen ( 071 - 2263520 ) 
UCI WMMeys B [ 071 - 79 ? 3332 ] 

♦ ALADDIN (U): Dtsney's brasft . 
Aratvan cartoon does not match 
expectations. though Rohm Wfltams' 
Game is hxi Drectms, John Musker, 
RonOamenta. 

Barbican 5 ( 071-638 8881 ) MGMk 
C tMtaoa ( 071-352 5086 ) Oxford Stroot 


TODAY'S EVENTS 


A dally guide to arts 
and entertainment 
compiled by Kris Anderson 


aged three to seven. 

Puppet Theatre St James, Wflrtriare, 
( 0603629921 ) Oagon Today and 
TTms, 2 . 30 pm and 7 30 pm. Dec 24 . 27 . 
Jan 1 . 2 : 230 pm; Dec 26 , 28 . 2 S 30 
2.30 and 730 pm. Jade Today. Dec 26 . 
29 I Ian and 3 pm: Dec 2 ft 27 . Jan 2 : 
3 pm. Until Jan 16 . 0 
PORTSMOUTH: The Dnal Hntjer haa 

been restored back into toe hut at Henry 

VHTs Qteea warship toe Mary ROM and 
lo celebrate, the Dockyard b ofterlng 
tree admission id chUdnen under 16 

*nng toa Ctirtamas break. Must be 
accompanied by an adult 
Dockyard (0705 75052 !). Defy, except 
Dec 25 , from 10 am. Last Octet sold a 
4 . 30 pm Otter Brabble und Jan 9 

SHEFFIELD' Opeodig day tor Tommy 
Camon. Bobby W. Catoena Dama 
and Cheryl Taylor m are o< the most 
favourite parto& of aA Cinderella 

Lyceum. Noriok Street (0742 768929 . 


THEATRE GUIDE 


Jeremy Kingston's assn 
of theatre showing In La 
■ House fufl, returns oaty 
B Some seals avaBabla 
□ Seats at aB prices 


appearances in Keith Waterhouse's 
adaptations Diary of a Nobody ®id his 
own Diary of Ms ftwter. 

Gi u H W tch . Croome HiL SElO ( 081 - 
858 7755 ) Today and tomonwr, 
7 . 45 pm. No pert Dec 24 and 28 ; Dec 
27 . 28 : 3 . 30 pm and 7 . 45 pm; Dec 29 . 30 . 
31 : 7 . 45 pm. Jen 1.230 and 7 . 45 pm. 5 

B OLEANNA: Power, potties and 
punshmert et an American urtrerMy. 
Great perfotmances by David Suchet 
end Ua WMams n Mama's ptey 
Duke of York's, SL Martin's Lena, 

WC 2 ( 071-036 5122 ). Mon-Sat. 730 pm: 
mats Thura. 3 pm and Sat. 4 pm. No part 
Dec 24 5 

□ PETER PAN: Blacii Light Theatre of 
Prague premiere toeir latest show using 
live sdors, pt^pets and Dying obiecte. 
Barrie's (aiytate sounds a neural 

Sadter'a Wetfa. Rosebery Avenue. 

ECi (071 -278 8916 ). Tonlghi and Thura. 
7 pm: Dec 28 to Jan 2 . Jen 6 and Jan 8 : 
3 pm and 7 pm: Joi 4 , Sand 7 . 7 pm. 5 

□ P 1 AF: Eteine Paige m powerful «*» 
aa the Parisian apamow. The play itstf 
is rather less than marvaloua. 

PtccedHy. Dermai Street, Wl ( 071 - 
867 1118 ) Man-Sat. 8 pm; mate Wed 
(Lorraine Banning] and Sat 3 pm. Dec 
24 , 3 pm only. 

□ RELATIVE VALUES' Susan 
Hampshire. Sara Crowe and Afcwn 
Fake head a strong cast In Coward's 
ancttxsh but ctever comedy. Thn 
Lusoombe deeds. 

Savoy, Strand. WC 2 ( 071-036 0888 ). 
Man-Sre. 7 . 45 pm; mate Wed and Sd. 
3 pm Bora mat Dec 23 and 30 . 3 pm; 
no port Dec 24 . 31.5 

□ THE SCHOOL FOR WIVES: lar 
McOiarmid plays Amoiphe with Emma 
Fielding as his ward Agnes, headng a 


CINEMA GUIDE 


Geoff Brown’s assessment of 
(Img In London and (wfiero 
indicated srlth the symbol ♦) 
on ratrasa across the oounby 


( 071-636 0310 ) OdaonK Kmatogton 
(0426 914866 ) Leicester Square ( 0426 - 
915083 ] Marble Arch ( 0426914501 ] 
Swiss Cottage (0426 914098 ) UCI 
Whltefeya Q ( 071 - 7923332 ) 

♦ THE CONC 1 BK 3 E (PG): Trials end 
trtxjiaftona of an ambitious concie^er 
a New York hotel. Outdated vehUe tor 
theebuftertMchaafJ Fan Bany 
Sonnantetd dirads. 

MGMPanton Street ( 071 - 9300831 ) ' 

♦ DAVE ( 15 ): The US Pretedert's 
kxikte»>e lahee over. Begudng comic 
lantasy, with Kewn KSne and S^jcuney 
Weaver, fvan Raflman (flrecte. 

MGMs: Rflnn Rood ( 071*370 2638 ) 
TrocadaroB ( 071-434 0031 ) UCI 
WhBstays Sff^l-TSe 3332 ) Wamar 
6 ( 071 - 4374343 ) 

♦ DEMOLITION MAN ( 15 ): Sytuestor 
Steflone venue Wesley Snipes In 21 si 
century LA. Marco Brambita's satirical 
if overblown acoon romp. 

MGMk RAam Road 6 ( 071-370 
2636 ) Oxford 9 bwet ( 071-636 03101 
'nocadaro 5 ( 071-434 0031 ] UCI 
Whttetaya B ( 071-792 3332 ) Warner Q 
( 071-437 4343 ) 

THE HAWK ( 15 ) 'Is Heten Mirren's 
husband Lancashire's serial kfflar? 
Mooest but pmrerful domestic thrSer. 
Tram Pater Ranstey's novel DavrQ 
Hayman (tirects 


Today and Thure. 2 pm and 7 pm: Fn. 

11 am and 2 pm, Swi 3 pm and 7 pm 
Dae 27 -Jan 1 , 2 pm and 7 pm Until Jan 

30-6 

Without hawng to leave toe Equate, you 
can also be transported back w 
Octorsisn Engfeexj by Tim 
Lueoombe'a OBweri Ful of memorafiie 
song and dance routing, toct utting 
perttumancss bom local youngsters, a 
IteBiy adventure lor everyone Item tnu 
upwards. 

CmcNa, as above Today and Thurs. 
230 and 7 . 30 pm, Fit 230 . Dec 27 -Jan 

1.3 30 and 7.30pm Unto Jan 5.® 

LONDON GALLERIES 

Battean; The London Group { 071-638 
4141 ).. BriBahMuseum - Ddteand 
Devotions: Hndu art Kwanaba Kywal 
( 071 - 6361555 )... FestivalHati Bana 
Chatwtn'a Photographs ( 071 - 82 B 
3002 )... National Portrait Gatery: 
The Portrai Now Thomas Eakmc ( 071 - 
300 0055 )... National Gaflaty: Ken Wf 
( 071-639 3321 ).. Royal Academy 
of Arts. Drawings bom toa J. Paul Getty 
Museum ( 071-439 7438 ) 

Serpentine: Rfctmd Wentworth ( 071 - 
4020075 )... TBe:BenNbhoisofl: 
Tumer'EVignetles( 071 - 8878006 ) -•• 
Victoria ft Abort Gate? of Myst&y: 
Russian Icons; 150 Years of the 
Christmas Card ( 071 - 838 B 500 ). 


strong cast hi Motore’s affecting 
comedy. 

Abnelda, Almeida St, N 1 ( 071-359 
4404 ). Mon-Sol, 8 pm; nw SaL 4 pm. No 
pert Dec 24-27 and Dec 31 -Jan 3 


B SHE STOOPS TO CONQUER 
Donald Sinden. Mnam M o rgofy oa and 
□avid Essex fn Paler Hal's revfvalof the 
ev Mureo n Golds m ith comedy 
Queens, SnWtesbuy Avenue. Wl 
[ 071-494 5041 ). Man-Sat, 7 . 30 pm: mai 
SaL 2 - 30 pm. Dec 24 . ton only; Dec 
28 . 3 pm and 7 . 45 pm. 6 

□ THE TWO GENTLEMEN OF 
VERONA: The spertde has faded from 
David Thacker's touring production, in 
London tor one month. 

Theatre Royal, Haymarioet, SW 1 ( 071 - 
930 8800 ). Today and totnemw, 3 prri 
and 730 pm; No parts Dec 24 , 25 . 31 . 
UntiJenlS. 

LONG RUNNERS 

□ Blood Brother* Phaerw ( 071-667 
1044 }... □ Buddy: Victoria Palace 
( 071 - 8341317 )... B Cate New 
London (P 71 -405 0072 )... B Crazy far 
You: Prince Edward ( 071-734 

8951 ) . □ Donl Dress lor Dinner 
Duchess ( 071-494 5070 )... B Rve 
Guys Named Moe: Lytic ( 071-494 
5045 )... ■Grease.DornMon( 071 - 
580 8845 ).. □ Hot Stuff. Cantoridge 
( 071-494 5040 ) ...■ Joseph and the 
Amazing Tecfa il color Drea m conl: 
PeteJum ( 071-494 5037 )... B Las 
flflatirabtes: Palace ( 071-434 
0909 )... B HIM Saigon' Theatre 
Royal, Drury Lorn ( 071-494 
5400 ] .□ The Mousetrap. St 

Matn's ( 071 - 8361443 )... ■The 
Phantom ol (ho Opereu Har Matasty's 
( 071-494 5400 )... S 3 Stwtight 
Express' Apolo Victoria ( 071-828 
8665 )... B Sunset Bottievad. 

Adelphi Theafre run -34-1 0055 )... 

□ Thwefa WBh MyAimt WhSehaB 
(Q 71 - 8671119 )... □ The Woman In 
Block: Fortune ( 071-836 2238 ). 

Ticket Information applied by Society 
of West End Theatre 
Performance and ope n ing times 
rosy very dmtag His Cfaristnan 
period so p lea se check wflh bax- 
offlees beforehand. 


MGHk Chelsea (071 -352 5096 } 
Haymarkst ( 071-839 1527 ) Warner Q 
9 ) 71 - 4374343 ) 

♦THE MAN WITHOUT A FACE [ig 
Scarred recluse tutara a young outcast 
(Nick StWfl. Queasy tfama from 
dkector-stw Mel Gbson. 

BarUcan 6 ( 071-638 8891 ) MGMs: 
Ctietasa ( 071-352 5096 ) ShaBBabory 
Avenue ( 071 - 8386279 ) ThocaderoS 
( 071-434 0031 ) Odsone; Ksnabigtan 
( 0426 - 814668 ) Swiss Cottage (0428 
914098 ) Warner 6 ( 071-437 43431 Ua 
Whttetays 0 ( 071-792 3332 ) 

MR WGNDSFUL{ 12 ): Qadrical 
woriwr Ma Dl Ion tries to find his ex-vrtfe 
a nmv men. DteaTTWig cendyfloss bom 
dhsctoc Arthony Mnghella 
Hayourimt ( 071 - 8391527 ) Odeon 
Swiss CoSage (0428 914098 ) 

THE REMAINS OFTOE DAY (U): 
Merchant hoyscoktiygiafnorous 
account rt Kaaio Ishiguo's novel nrth 
Arehony Hoptorts, Emma Thompson. 
Curzorw: Mayfair ( 071-465 8865 ) 

West End (Q 71 - 4 S 9 4805 ) Odaons; 
Kenakigtor ( 0126-914 666 ) Sorts* 
Collage (On -588 3057 ) 

♦ THE SECRET GARDEN (U): 

Pofeshed vereiai of Frances Hodgson 
BurnetTa classic; a confident 
monstream debut lor diraaar Agnieszka 
Holand. VWh Kale Maberty. 

MGM Ftrthsm Road ( 071-370 2636 ) 
Mhmma ( 071-235 4225 ) Warner 6 
1071 - 4374343 ) 

THE WEDDING BANQUET ( 15 ): 
Armncani&ed imniigrBnt tram Taiwan 
(aits to teflfxo parents he's gay. 
Delightful, canngotB^cufiLrai comedy. 
MGM Pfccedffly ( 071-437 3561 1 
Mkrsma ( 071-235 4225 ) Screen on 
Bakar Street ( 071-335 2772 ) 
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CHRISTMAS SHOWS: A fine National Youth Music Theatre staging; an dxmitrastingpanto 

Timeless fable freshly minted 


Whistle Down the Wind 
Lilian Baylis 


FEW Christmas shows attain the 
sentimental delicacy of this delightful 
tale from the National Youth "Music 
Theatre. It is a touching evocation of 
childhood innocence and adult men¬ 
dacity that loses nothing in its move 
from cinema — Bryan Forbes's cele¬ 
brated 1961 film, with Hay ley Mills 
and Alan Bates — to theatre. As he 
watched Monday's performance, per¬ 
haps Sir Andrew upyd Webber (the 
NYMTs sponsor) pondered how some 
classic movies translate naturally into 
stage musicals, and some donx 

In the minds of the children in a 
1950s Lancashire village, the fugitive 
murderer hiding in file bam is none 
other than Jesus Christ, making his 
Second Coming. As they protect him 
against the authorities and their own 
mean-spirited and vindictive parents, 
the story acquires a familiar ring. 

One child is bullied by the village 
thug until he makes a threefold denial 
that the fugitive is Jesus (a school-bell 
rings, rather than a code crowing). 
Twelve of the children have a last 
supper with the villain; then comes a 
betrayal a torchlit manhunt and a 
kind of crucifixion. The children’s faith 
is revealed, paradoxically, both as a 
delusion and as a state of grace which 
the adults, for all their church-going 
and rule-making, cannot enter. 

All this might easfiy degenerate into 
cringe-inducing whimsy. But the su¬ 
perb 1961 screenplay by Willis Hall 
and Keith Waterhouse — largely 
retained by the present adapters. 
Russell Lahey and Richard Taylor—is 
grounded In file salty humour and 
commonplaces of Lancashire. And in 
Labeys NYMT production the playing 
is so full of pungent wit that the 
potential for preciousness is purged. 

Lucy-Anne Bradshaw — admirably 
assured in voice and demeanour as the 
oldest child, despite suffering from a 
snuffle — rightly dominates the show. 
Excellent performances also come 
from Helen Power as her younger 
sister, Andrew Buckley as her 


Aesthetically 

challenged 

The Ugly Duckling 

Watermill, Bagnor 


IN THIS musical panto not a human 
character is on view. At one point in the 
story an old "woman is heard, and in 
another episode file hero is caught in a 
fishing net and we hear its owner 
cackling. Other than these two unseen 
speakers we hear only from the 
animals, and that's original 

Francis O’Connors raked stage 
makes it possible for some creatures to 
make their entrances from below. The 
ducklings emerge from" file depths of 
their egg-box nest; Cat the excellent 
punk villain of the piece, disappears 
into the stewpot he had intended for 
Ugly; and a beaming comedian of a 
Bullfrog (Stephen Ain tree) clambers 
from under a Iflypad. 

Based on the Hans Andersen tale, 
the story is subtitled The Aesthetically 
Challenged Farmyard Fowl". The fowl 
is played by Craig Purnell, an actor 
still at drama school but physically 
right He is either oddly shaped or has 
been padded to look so. and his face 
wears the dismayed look of someone 
who doesn't understand why neigh¬ 
bours laugh at him. 
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Innocent belief: Helen Power, Lucy-Anne Bradshaw and Andrew Buckley in Whistle Down the Wind 


Clitheroe Kid of a brother, and Tim 
Godwin as a gruff and anguished 
fugitive. But perhaps the most impres¬ 
sive aspect is the NYMTs strength in 
depth, with dassy cameos right down 
the line, and some crisp ensemble work 
where scenes are played' and sung 
simultaneously. 

Taylor's music flows seamlessly 


Because five-year-olds will be in the 
audience there is onty so much 
emphasis on isolation that Anthony 
Drewe’s book and lyrics allow before 
Howard Samuels’s hungry Cat — 
“Hallo, Ducky" — slinks in to risk 
another of his nine lives. Yet Drewe 
decs not shirk die nature of alienation: 
“Different isn’t naughty/Different isn't 
bad./So why should being different/ 
Make me sad?” 

Fortunately for Ugly, though he soon 
loses himself ,in the surrounding 
marshes, his mother is out searching. 
“He's ray son and I love him," Alison 
Jiear reassures the audience, followed 
by “I will search every pond," where 
George Stiles's music sounds as if it 
might go on to "climb every fountain". 

Steven Dexter’s direction cleverly 
addresses adults and youngsters. So 
although Cars frenetic passion for a 
domestic puss {Julie Jupp). eagerly 
reciprocated and very funny, may pass 
over the heads of the young ones, the 
prune-faced expressions of Rachel 
Izen’s Hen will be there to make the 
children laugh. 

And so to the duck shoot, the Pointer 
with no sense of direction and the 
Retriever who cannot retrieve: then to 
the snowstorm and finally the transfor¬ 
mation scene, just as in any panto. 
Stiles's victory march music an¬ 
nounces the change from Duckling to 
Swan, and the show ends with a 
dreadful pun on Cygnet. DelightfuL 

Jeremy Kingston i 


under the speech and into the songs, 
which are either ballads in the sweetly 
diatonic mode of Sir Andrew himself, 
or quicker, story-telling efforts that 
tuck many words neatly into the vocal 
line. Taylor himself directs eight 
instrumentalists whose strings-and- 
woodwind sonorities greatly add to the 
mystical mood. 


Making free 
with a genie 

Aladdin 

Players’ 


UNDER the arches at Embankment 
just along from Jite eternal queue of 
young trendies' waiting to get into' 
Heaven (the nightclub), one comes 
across an anomaly. Evoy night (Mon¬ 
days excepted) Victorian vaudeville 
rises from the grave at the Players' 
Theatre. The spirit of music hail is 
pretty sprightly considering, cracking 
jokes between its dentures and with a 
monoded eye on the lady spectators 
(“Are you moving, madam, because 
you’re being molested? Or because you 
aren’t?!. 

The audience—an odd crowd of pin¬ 
striped but not quite couth gents, their 
wives and a smattering of luwies — 
seems heartily amused about the 
archaism of what is obviously their 
regular haunt “As British as the flag." 
they cry in unison, .pipping Mr 
Chairman to file post, then lustily 
belting out the Players' anthem: “Oh! 
the fairies! Whoa die-fairies! Nothing 
but splendour and feminine gender." 
You can sit through three-quarters of 
an hour of this land of fifing and then. 
%et Aladdin an top. 


A number called “Funny, It Doesn’t 
Seem Strange" comes straight out of 
the “Send in the Clowns" school of 
songs in which Characters Explore 
Their feelings. Otherwise, the score 
has a remarkable freshness. The show 
runs until January 2. 

Richard Morrison 


This year’s Players’ pantomime ap¬ 
parently “recreates the original bur¬ 
lesque by H.G. Byron (first performed 
in 1861}". If so, the punning lyrics about 
LSD and Aladdin “going to pot” 
suggest HG—hade or no—must have 
been a man of positively mystical 
foresight 

Actually, the production is the more 
lively for making free with this 
museum piece. The genie may be 
Florence Nightingale but Aladdin 
finds this lady’s lamp down a recently 
dosed coal mine and is accompanied 
by a couple of definitely contemporary 
Welshmen. Dal Hard and Gethyn 
Thair. 

Some of file mock-operatic singing is 
fairly impressive. Karen Broughton 
(Princess Balroulbadour, Aladdin's be¬ 
loved from Peking) floods the auditori¬ 
um with a Queen of the Nightish 
soprano solo while washing undies in 
a wok and banging them out on the 
Emperor’s king-size pigtail. 

Nevertheless, the palace acrobats 
are a pitiful bunch. Too many of the 
performers, notably the girls playing 
boys, flapping their thighs and so on, 
indulge in painful ham-acting. Punters 
who consider the Mikado a bit 
sophisticated, find deliberately awful 
rhyming couplets a wheeze, and think 
booing and ooing en masse is magic, 
wiil. no doubt, return for more. Others, 
once out. may not be coaxed back for 
ail the tea in China. 


Kate Bassett 


“ ENTERTAINMENTS 


OPERA &BALLET 


COUSEUM on 636 3161 p«w) 
BtGUSH NATIONAL OPERA 
Toni 530 LOHENGRD 4 
Tomor 600 TWO WIDOWS 

ROYAL OPERA HOUSE 071 240 
106 (i< 1911 . rctots awl on toe day. 
Stotoby rto 836 6903 
TOE ROYAL BALLET Today 130 
Tolas of B aani x Potter Toni 
730 Torn* 230 & 730 Tlte 
toitcrocfcar _ 

SADLERS WELLS (nc cc 071 278 
891 tycc 071 497 9977 (bfcg toe) 
8-18 DEC 

Aduentues ii Mohan Pictures 
-A dozztoigly hnog ta H— aaw 
wntotTS.Tlnioa 
TOE NUTCRACKER 
FROM 21 DEC -0 JAN 
Back Light Theatre d Prague 
PETER PAN 

Um wboc come tueTmea 


AOGLPtf 

"A genuine Mnptf 0. MM 
-Anftvv Uoyd Wottoort moat 
poroaaatw Score" Nor Voter 

SUNSET BOUI^VARD 

■Oh vM * gtoriou* SoonTDEip 

“B out ■ Okfehoran ‘OUatanaP 
WMStJmma 


CALL 071344 0055 (t*g to) 
GROUP BHG 071413 3302 <t*g fee) 


CALLERS ATTIC 


Recorded Mamxbon 0713798884 
Mon-Su 800 Mats Tlu & Sal 300 


ALDWYCH 071 836 8404/487 9977 
Group Sales 0719306123 
“UNMBSABLE* Tine Out 
" 0 UTSTANDBK 3 " D.Tel 
TIm Royal Wad Theaters 
muRi aKvdwmg production 
oURPitesBot’s 

AN INSPECTOR CALLS 

"Ascoocantratedapiocaof 
theatrical perfection a* 
yon mM find anyutaere" Today 
"I URGE YOU TO SEE IT” DJM 
745 pm 

Now hooMoo qbM March *94 


Apollo 07i 494 sony 
071 344 4444/497 9977 (U Ma^No 
t*g toe) Gaps 494 54SV*13 3321 
THE BEST PARTY KTOWNDJI 

•FOREVER PLAID* 

Mona are Xma» Pwtr MgMrt 
Molad vbw A moot the cate! 
Cal 494-5070 lor detefla 

Ucn-Tfei eves B, fii A Sol GpmigJO 
Fit tipw ai —ate Ml pdogl 


APOLLO VICTORIA SSoc 630 6262 
Group* 828 6188/4133321 ccMnr 
071344 4444/497 9977 
"Andrew LLoyd Wefcboi'i 
New production ot 

STARLIGHT EXPRESS 

■A REBORN THEATRICAL 
DELIGHT" Wy Mai 
Wide taucSde mb 1948 tiMy Too & 
Sal 1500 Tciisb tan MOO £3000 
XMAS HUTS DEC 23 & 24 AT 3 


BLOOMSBURY TWATRE BQ/OC 
071387 9629 Until JnoyB 
Daly at Hjm Some momioopeds at 
11 30 am Pfena check oilh Bac Office. 

SOOTY AT CHRISTMAS 


.Th \ i 


& DEC 24 AT 100 


1 1 15/1 nice cr 2 en£*gtoB 0713 « 
4444 

’XaZZfflDGULPNSFAM.Y FUT 
Tmej 
THEBFQ 

of Roald wttzmatiang story 

SAVE E18-a* box office tor 

deoils. MM dap 2 & 7 pm. SN 

l lam, 230 A 7pm (24 Dec 1 lam & 


CAMBRBXSE WC 2 BO/CC 071 «4 
5080/071344 4444 Gcps 0714133321 
-A FANTASTIC 7 TTS MUSICAL 
ttba, GMter, BoMe & Queen meet 

toe dM r to yetfs bggsd 
ofiNimfecarCqMGcid 

‘HOT STUFF* 

■TnAy roaring across toe West End 
stage n a tauy' Toctay 



COMBJY BCVX 071 8 B 7 1 WS 7 
0718671111 / 3*44444 
IAN HOLM ANNAHASSEY 
Evowg SbnM Actor ft toa Yaw 
n HAROLD PB 4 THTS 

MOONLIGHT 

- R rowed mm to tern. Qo, 
end you wN see a GREAT 
PLAY" D UM -TMf pfey Ml 
everythtag flotag tor ITF 

LAST 2 WEEKS! 

MarSal B Mats Wert 3 5 W 5 

CRITERION 838 4488 cc 344 4444 
LOOKHO TMtOUGH A 
GLASS OSBON 

JOHN LENNON 

M WORD A MUSIC 
“TTie beet KWJde In town" 
WaT 1 On 

MmFaaOOSai&OOS9jOO 
LAST FEW WEBS 


□OMMION TctalSnaslBI 9001957 
071 SRI 884S/9S81 Grp* 0716360S75 
4133321/3964747 

GREASB 

Stifling CRAIG McLACMAN 
and DBBC GBSON 
"A moofer hfl" DWy Mmr 
Eras 730 ^n Mats Wed A SN 3 pm 
EXTRA XMAS MAT DEC 24 


cc (Bkg 2 *b 7 days 0 T 1494 

5001/344 4444 / 2*0 720879 
9901 Gfpa 8310 B 2 V 484 MS 4 

MBSSAIGW 

"THE cusac LOVE STORY 
OF OUR THE" 


Eve *745 Mats Wed & Sal 3 pra 
EXTRA XMAS MAT DEC 24 AT 3 
Good eoali evW tor Wod Met 
A aorm parts apply BA 
FOR TBJ 5 PH 0 NE POSTAL 
DOOraNG^PBtSOHAL 
CALLBtS 

on 


DUCHESS oc 0714945070 oc 344 
4444 (no bfcg (8^8362«28(1 *b tee) 
0714133321 En* 8pm. Wed ml 
3pm. Sai 5cm A8302* Ok SpnOriy 


"a saucy coMarr e sai 
DON'T DRESS 
FOR DINNER 


DUKE OF YORK'S THEATRE 071 
B 355122 cc 8369 B 3724 hre /7 days 
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To place your entertainment 
advert in THE TIMES 
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0yNddFn&Refer 
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0FVSR0NA 
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«eSi muse by Gerowm 4 Cole Pprter 
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NATXMAL THEATRE BO 071 SEB 
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Ugg tee 071 487 9977 
OLIVIER 

Today 200 & 715 TIE ABSENCE 
OF WAR OpM Hn Torn 7.15 
TOE WWD M THE WIXOWS 
Kemeto Gramme, adapted by Alan 
Bennett. 

LYTTELTON 

Ten t 2.15 fi 730 THE MADNESS 

OF GEORGE II Atei BometL 
Tomor 7 JD. SWEENEY TOOO 
Musk & Lyrics by Stephen 
Stnfam, booh by Hugh Wheetar 
(mm wi adaptaten by Cl»stopto 
Bond. 

COTI E SLOE 

Today 100 MLLENMUM 
APPROACHES Toy Kushwr. 
Toni. Tons* 7 m PERESTOOKA 
Tony Kushnor_ 
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CATS 
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Groups 0719306123 
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PATRICK STEWART n 
AOMSTMASCAROL 
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PHOENIX BC/CC 8671044 087 
1111/344 4444 (fee) 497 9977 

hestnusical 

ALL 4 MAJOR AWARDS 
WflXY RUSSBJ.'S 

BLOOD BK0TORS 

ST 9 HANB LAWRSCE 
■ah CARL WAYNE 
• “ASTOMSHMCrSExpran 
-Brings tie auttiance to Re toot 
end mating H» npprowr D MM 
Eves 7.45 IMs Thun 3 Sal 4 
XMAS MAT DEC 24 AT 2.00 
ALL SEATS El 5 . 
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TOE PETQI HALL COMPANY 
BLAME PARE h 
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Qrected by PE 1 B 1 HALL 
Evn (LOO Male Wed. Set am 
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toe rale d P«L (W 6 d MM el seats CUB 
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PLAYHOUSE BQ/CC tel SB4401 
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XMAS MAT DEC 24 AT 3 JU 
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TOE WORLD'S MOST POPULAR 
MUSKAL 

I£SMBERABI£S 

Ekm 730 Mels TNS Sal 2 D 0 
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DEC 24 NO MAT DEC 21 
LafaOMWBMtaiMtt 
unll toe Mend 
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MUSKAL COMEDY 

CRAZY FOR YOU 

IS A MEAT OLORiQUG, 
GLAMOROUS. GOLDmC OF A 
SHOUT aikeea 
GO CRAZY THIS XMASt 
Soab and far Haiday period 
Eves 7 45 Mots Tla A Sol 300 


ANDREW LLOYD WEMBTS 

ASPECTS OF LOVE 
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Moo-Set 7/45 Mate Wad ASM 3 


PffiNCE OF WALES 0718395972 

JZWir 7 (by cc 836 3464 fra trim tee) 

From 9 Feb far e Mtod eeeeoa 

Charity Gaia 10 Feb 017.00 

PAUL DANIELS 

THE MAGIC MAN 

DMilrie McGee A Martin Danfala 

Evee 730 lilts Wed 4 Sal 230 
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THE PETER HALL COMPANY 
DONALD DAVID 

SMMm ESSEX 
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DUE TO HUGE PUBLIC DEMAND 
RUN NOW EXIENDED TO 
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" BOO GBB8 > H AMMEBSTBWB 
MASTERPIECE "S. Trees 

CAROUSEL 
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STRAW BQ/OC 071 9308800 
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Groups 0714133321 

dawn JHW1FER 
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By Mny Agnes Oonogbue 
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gap between reality 


TA new crossi ng over the Thames, to link the South Bank concert halls with Covent Garden, is the 

ig ^ s j ona *y Project from one of the rising stars of British architecture. Marcus Biimey reports 


His is a world not just of buildmes bur 

iPSa* ¥•*»!. nucJSdS 

™ntT*H^rrt»' he haishesI 

I narth^LS? 1 ap P ear to float, his 
e /“inspiration and imaq- 
“U 6 fron ? world of transport 
more than architecture. He draws cnn- 
2X comparisons between the Epsom 
«eau linen and a block of 
a^nmaits designed to sit beside Sydney 
j-tSf?* has die tapered snout of a 
French TGV. His Skihaus. intended as “a 
mobile mountain hut" for the 21st 
century islike a helicopter. And now his 
proposed Thames bridge seems akin to a 
weli-ngged racing schooner. 

“Yachtsmen have an instinctive feeline 
for beauty." he says. "As a spon it? 
highly tuned to the appreciation of 


nature. You feel the wind and the 
lightness on the water." 

Horden grew up near Poole where he 
busied himself maintaining boats as well 
as sailing. After a spell with Nicholas 
Gnmshaw he spent ten years with 
Norman Rosier, working on projects 
which included the Salisbury Centre in 
Norwich and the Hong Kong and 
Shanghai Bank as well as the early 
stages of the Stansted Airport proposals. 

He set up on his own in 1985 and 
worked from a ground floor office in 
Golden Square, Soho. "In summer the 
blue canopy comes down and the tables 
go our and anyone interested in our work 

can look at the models and have a cup of 
coffee." he says. 

He speaks of the importance of 
Britain's new high-tech industries to his 
work. "I define British industry like this. 
Aerospace centred on Bristol, carburettor 
valley between London and Coventry, 
and an astonishing run of small marine 



A model of Richard Hoiden's proposed new bridge across the Thames. 
Transparency and elegance characterise the architect's high-tech designs 


enterprises along the south coast from 
the HambJe to Poole." 

As Glasgow’s contribution to the 
millennium Harden has designed a 
hundred-metre high steel observation 
tower that revolves with the wind yet 
weighs no more than the rudder of the 
Queen Mary. Whether Glasgow can 
raise the funds is not yei dear but the 
Swiss are now considering erecting a 
version cm Lake Zurich. 

His latest visionary project is for a new 
bridge across the Thames, between 
Waterloo Bridge and Hungerford 
Bridge, which would link the South Bank 
concert halls with Covent Garden. "The 
idea came from the Pbm des Arts in 
Paris, connecting the Louvre with the 
Latin Quarter." he says. 

Horder’s ingenuity has been to inter¬ 
est Shell in the bridge as a means of 
marking its centenary in 1997. “They are 
used 10 building oil-rigs and immediately 
saw how simple it would be to construct." 


he adds. Shell would be combining 
philanthropy with a highly practical link 
between the Shell International building 
on the South Bank and Shelimex House 
on the north. 

As the bridge is for pedestrians only 
the structure is unusually slender, with 
cable stays fanned out above and below 
the deck like ship’s rigging. Horden 
continues'. “The masts are telescopic and 
can be extended for events and covered 
with flags and banners." 

Ai either end Harder proposes to slip 
dear glass tubes over the bridge so you 
can sir in the sun. protected from die 
wind, enjoying die spectacular views. He 
also proposes minimalist cafes consisting 
of no more than a counter and bar stools- 

The brilliance of the concept is that it 
takes you in a straight line from The 
Strand and its theatres to the Festival 
Hail on the South Bank without a single 
flight of steps, though there are open 
ramps, like ship’s gangways, connecting 
with the Embankment below. Shell, for 
all its enthusiasm, will not pay for the 
bridge alone, but Horden believes he can 
generate the necessary’ support “In 
design you must always be an optimist." 


OPERA: A Smetana comedy to delight the connoisseurs at ENO; and a Lully rarity in Paris 


Merry widows with a few regrets 


Two Widows 

Coliseum 


S metana’s Two Widows 
is an absolutely lovely 
piece, truly an opera 
for connoisseurs. 
Among much else it is famous 
for being a special favourite of 
Richard Strauss's. Whenever 
he went to Prague he sent a 
polite request in advance for it 
to be included in the National 
Theatre’s repertory, and you 
can see why: the mixture of 
high comedy and gentle senti¬ 
ment, phis Smetana's amazing 
skill at setting everyday con¬ 
versation to music, must have 
appealed greatly to a compos¬ 
er trading in similar 
commodities. 

It is also plainly close to 
David ftwnmey’S heart. The 
new production that opened at 
the Coliseum on Monday is 
his third stab at it, after 
Wexford and Scottish Opera. 
The fact that it doesn't quite 
come off has nothing to do 
with the merits of the piece, 
nor with PDumney*s sympa¬ 
thetic approach to it — his 
quirky, inconsequential sense 
of humour is perfectly suited 
to the matter in hand. But the 
Coliseum is simply too big for 
what is basically a four-hand¬ 
ed comedy of manners, die 
only one of Smetana's operas 
not drawn from a Czech 
source (it is based on a one-act 
French farce), and Mark 
Thompson’s colourful set, 
sumptuously lit by Paul Pyant, 
forces too much of the action 
upstage. 

One widow is merry, the 
other (her cousin) melancholy, 
the former seeing widowhood 
as a release, the latter wracked 
t>y guilt at not having loved 
her deceased husband and so 
(temporarily) impervious to 
the tenor suitor who has 
always adored her. The action 
is concerned with merry plots 
to breakdown her reserve, the 
merriest being the suitor's 
persistent and supremely inef¬ 
fective poaching, aimed ar 
gaining admittance to the 
country house in which she is 
staying. 

Smetana clothes all this in 
music of sublime wit and 
compassion. Unconstrained 
by tradition, his invention 
strays far and wide: pme of 
his harmonic progressions are 
as adventurous as they are 
squishy. the all-pervasive pol¬ 
ka rhythms keep the piece on 
the move, and the love music 
builds up a potent head of 
erotic steam. One disadvan¬ 
tage of Thompson's updating 



Arm e-Marie Owens, Donald Adams and Marie McLaughlin in David Pountney’s staging of Two Widows, the only one of Smetana's operas not drawn from a Czech source 


ARTS I 

BRIEFING 

Down 
at heel 

THE most eagerly anticipated 
musical of the Broadway sea¬ 
son. The Red Shoes, closed 
this week ar the Gershwin 
Theater after just five perfor¬ 
mances and a fraught rehears¬ 
al period. The £5 million 
musical, based on the classic 
Powell and Press burger ballet 
film of 1948. had a score by 
Jule Styne (Funny Girl. Gypsy) 
and was directed by Holly¬ 
wood veteran Stanley Donen. 
In the run-up to last week's 
New York opening, several 
leading figures were replaced, 
including Britain's Roger 
Rees, the leading man. and 
Simon Gray, die librettist. 

• FROM Lust to sexual har¬ 
assment Denis Lawson re¬ 
turns to the West End on 
January 11, succeeding David 
Suchef in Oleanna (at die 
Duke of York’s) as a teacher 
brought low by a student who 
claims be harassed her. Irish 
actress Michelle Fairley fol¬ 
lows Lia Williams as his 
accuser in David Mamet's 
two-hander, first seen in June 
at the Royal Court 

Vick appointed 

graham VICK, one of Brit¬ 
ain? most prolific opera direc¬ 
tors. has been appointed 
director of productions at 
Glyndeboume. When the new 
opera bouse opens next sum¬ 
mer he will stage Eugene 
Onegin, and will follow this 
with a new production each 
year thereafter. Vick worked 
at Glyndeboume briefly as a 
staff producer in 1977 but did 
not return until last year, 
when he directed The Queen 
of Spades. 


the action to weD into the 20th 
century is that you are in 
danger of overlooking how 
astonishingly modem die 
music is for 1874- Smetana 
really was a kind of Czech 
Chabrier. 

In that context Adam Fi¬ 
scher? conducting was frank¬ 
ly not good enough: slack 
rhythms (in this of all pieces), 
barely acceptable standard of 
ensemble (the playing simply 
wasn't sufficiently together}. 
flabby overall sound — I know 
Smetana was an inveterate 
over-soorer, but the textures 
can be sorted out better than 
this. Maybe the Coliseum can 
no longer afford sufficient 
reheamal time. The lack of 
point, wit and definition was 
infinitely dispiriting. 

And in that contort the 
triumph of Anne-Marie Ow¬ 


ens as the melancholy Aneska 
was all the greater. Her firm, 
vibrant mezzo is in pristine 
state (Airmens cannot be too 
far away now), she is an 
economical comic (a raised 
eyebrow, a tilt of the head, 
earn good laughs) and, as her 
unforgettable Charlotte in 
Wert her suggested, she can 
convey moral probity without 
a hint of sanctimoniousness. 


N ot for nothing does 
John Tyrrell's pro¬ 
gramme note dub 
Aneska “Flordiligi 
in Bohemia". Owens and Sme¬ 
tana are ideally matched. In 
contrast. Marie McLaughlin’s 
Karolina is perhaps too meny 
by hall She was not in easiest 
voice on Monday, and thus 
perhaps tempted to compen¬ 
sate by overplaying both vo¬ 


cally and histrionically. Ex¬ 
pressive shading took her off 
the notes too often, and a Vita 
Sackville-West-style costume 
in the first act — jodhpurs, 
boats, monocle and cigarette 
holder — was perhaps too 
great a temptation for a sopra¬ 
no of McLaughlin? exuberant 
temperament. And I don't 
believe that even a widow as 
merry as this would bed down 
with one of her cutlers at 
curtain-fall, certainly not in 
front of the rest of the teoanby. 

David Rendall was in fine 
voice as the suitor, and togeth¬ 
er with Owens made their 
exquisitely composed second- 

act. duet the high point of the 
evening. The comic gamekeep¬ 
er is not one of Smetana's 
great roles, but die redoubt¬ 
able Donald Adams did what 
he could with it resolutely 


declining to be upstaged by the 
adorable Collie he had in tow. 
Sally Harrison and Mark Le 
Brocq sang sweetly as two 
merry peasants, minor roles 
needlessly added by Smetana 
in his revision of 1878. 

Despite the reservations 
noted. Two Widows is well 
worth a visit. The second of the 
two short acts is pure gold, 
from foe entr'acte based on the 
ensuing perpetuum mobile 
palter duet for the widows, to 
the mezzo-tenor duet with its 
eloquent milodnune declara¬ 
tion of love, the scena for I 
mezzo (beautifully delivered 
by Owens), through to the toe¬ 
tapping finale. The whole se¬ 
quence has a Falstaff-ian zest, 
and rt*s not every day that you 
encounter such musical riches. 

Rodney Milnes 
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Plain words lavishly set 

O ne idly talks of Roland Roland curiosity of the piece is that its 

and others as Lully’s two halves are almost separate 

creations, but in truth Theatre des operas, the first dominated by 
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O ne idly talks of Roland 
and others as Lully's 
creations, but in truth 
they are plays by Philippe 
Quinault to which Lully gave 
the convenience of song and 
the decoration of dancing. 
Music was the justification for 
the presentation of so many 
people on stage, and for the 
Javishness of the decor, and 
these aspects of ostentation 
and sumptuousness seem to 
be as necessary to the faeces as 
an orchestra in the piL How to 
provide the visual splendour is 
as much of a problem as how 
to deliver the tong yards of 
Lully's recitative or to ginger 
up the plainness, so often, of 
his orchestral music. And the 
centrality of the words may be 
the main reason why these 
works resist export 
The new production of Ro¬ 
land at the Th&ltre des 
Champs-Elysees — the third 
instalment in a Lully cycle in 
progress there — has variable 
success in addressing these 
issues. Rent Jacobs, conduct* 
ing, spreads his arms over a 
rich assembly of strings, 
woodwinds and continue 


Roland 
Theatre des 
Champs-Elysfes, 
Paris 


groups, and his performance 
has moments of characteristic 
dash. If there is also much of a 
disappointing squareness, one 
can only blame me palfidhy of 
the score: so often Lully 
sounds like Rameau with 
everything interesting careful¬ 
ly taken out 

Less readily excusable are 
Wiffiam Orlandi’s kitsch sets. 
The prevailing scent of camp 
in the design becomes useful 
only in allowing the director. 
Gilbert Deflo, to give the 
chorus a role as sneering 
observers which is in keeping 
with their costuming in pastel 
tangerine and ostrich feathers. 
It is rather nice that one highly 
mannered group of people — 
ffie cast of principals—can be 
exceeded by another. 

As for those principals, 
achievement is patchy. One 


curiosity of the piece is that its 
two halves are almost separate 
operas, the first dominated by 
a pair of lovers, Angfitique and 
Mfidor, the second by Roland 
in his madness and recovery. 
Here the lovers are set aside 
by language, since the respec¬ 
tive singers, Ann Panagulias 
and Harry Nicoll, are the only 
members of the cast whose 
first language is not French. In 
an intoned play, this matters. 
V&ronique Gens and G files 
Ragon. in other roles, cannot 
disguise their advantage. 

But then Jas6 van Dam, 
though singing his native lan¬ 
guage, sounds and looks woe¬ 
fully out of place as Roland. < 
Van Dam is an artist of 
compelling honesty, appear- 
•ing in an opera — and in a 
production — where all is 
pretence. One can understand, 
and indeed applaud, his wish 
to challenge himself with new 
repertory: few singers of his 
stature are so adventurous. 
But the price of adventure is 
the occasional mistake, and 
this is one of them. 

Paul Griffiths 
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Wales go for 
low-key trial 
after appeal 
from clubs 

By David Hands, rugby correspondent 


ONE way or another, Wales 

will have arrived at their team 

to play Scotland on January IS 
before 1993 is out The Welsh 
Rugby Union (WRU), subject - 
ed to furious objections from 
several dubs over proposals to 
stage a trial match on Decem- 
ber 30. will now incorporate a 
floodlit “competitive game" 
into its squad preparations 
that day. with the team to be 
announced on December 31. 

The Welsh dubs feel much 
the same as their English 
counterparts do about the 
divisional championship 
match to be played at Twick¬ 
enham on January 3. There is 
a dutch of traditional holiday 
fixtures immediately after 
Christmas, followed by a full 
Heineken League programme 
on January 3, and the idea of a 
trial the previous Thursday 
won few friends. 

At least the WRU has the 


To pby Leant*. Decemtxr TO 
M Rami (Canffit 3 rd Wetes). P Saint 


Lanisquet (Bayonne and Ranee); C 
Chalmers (Msfrose and Scotland). R 
Hawley {Cardiff}: M Griffiths {Caitiff 
aid Wales). A Lamerton (UareH and 
Wfftesj. E McKenzie (PUC aid Austra- 
Sa). fl Wabiwright (Birtourgh Academi¬ 
cals and Scotland). P Johns 
{Dungannon and Ireland), A Macdonald 
(Heriot's FP and Scotland), A Robinson 
(Bath and England), S WfUtarns (Naedi). 


solace of a Christmas present 
in the shape of a sponsorship 
package worth more than 
£50.000 for the international 
with Scotland. Scottish Life, 
the insurance company whose 
employees include Ian 
McGeedian, the former Scot¬ 
land and British Isles coach, 
has agreed to bade the match 
in Cardiff and may consider 
extending its support 

A squad of 43 players has 
been invited to the Welsh 
training, from which two XVs 
will be picked, though not in a 
formal Probables v Possibles 
trial. 

“It needs to be a meaningful 
session because die selectors 
will choose the team against 
Scotland later that evening." 
Jeff Young, the WRU technical 
director, said. “But the players 
will be treated sensitively in 
the interests of both club and 
country." 

It is hard to imagine the old- 


style “Big Five", as the Welsh 
selectors were known for 
many years, being described 
as sensitive, but that is a 
reflection of the intensity with 
which the game is played in 
the 1990s and recognition of 
the strain on players. 

However, five Welsh play¬ 
ers have accepted invitations 
to play for the Barbarians on 
December 28 in the annual 
match at Leicester. There, at 
least, they can be assured of 
enjoying themselves in what is 
invariably a fast and furious 
encounter, graced on this occa¬ 
sion by two French wings — 
Philippe Saint-Audit, the 
scorer of that marvellous 100- 
metre tiy at Twickenham 
three seasons ago. and Patrice 
Lagisquet, the “Bayonne Ex¬ 
press", who has not played 
international rugby since the 
1991 World Cup. 

Five of the Barbarian team 
played against the New Zea¬ 
landers in Cardiff earlier tills 
month, including the un¬ 
capped Robert Howley, who 
came cm as replacement 
scrum half. The other un¬ 
capped player is also Welsh: 
Steve Williams , the Neath 
No 8. 

Bath re-establish their 
French connection when they 
meet Toulouse at the 
Recreation Ground this eve¬ 
ning. They include Ed Rayner, 
who played on the winning 
side far Oxford at centre in the 
University match a fortnight 
ago, while Richard Hill 
launches his campaign to 
reclaim the scrum naif berth 
from Ian Sanders after being 
omitted from Bath’s last two 
c om p etiti ve matches. 

Toulouse bring a squad of 
23, including two internation¬ 
al backs in David Berty and 
Christpphe Deylaud, the tal¬ 
ented stand-off half, and die 
experienced Jean-Marie 
Cameuat lock. However, they 
are short of representatives in 
the latest French squad; only 
Emil NTamack appears in 
the backs named, and he will 
not be at Bath. 

Denis McBride, the Malone 
flanker, will miss Ireland's 
opening international, against 
France on January 15. He has 
a minor tear of the medial 
ligament and hopes to be fit 
for club rugby by January 22 
and to challenge for his inter¬ 
national place against Wales 
on February 5. 



Carter displays his power and timin g on the way to winning the Foster Cup at Queen's Club 

Carter rising from junior ranks 


T he Foster Cup, the elite 
event of die British 
public schools rackets 
championship, has this year 
produced an outstanding tal¬ 
ent who is already being 
tipped as a world champion of 
the future. Richard Carter, 16, 
from Rugby School dropped 
only one game on his way to 
the tide and in the final, at 
Queen’s Club on Monday, 
defeated the unseeded Ed 
Befan, of Radley. 15-7,156.156 
in a staggering 24 minutes of 
whirlwind hitting and det¬ 
ermination reminiscent of his 
hero, die former world cham¬ 
pion, Willie Boone. 

Carter, as a lower sixth 
former one of the youngest in 
the competition, had started 
as a strong favourite after 
w innin g the nnder-15 event in 
1991 and the under-!6s last 
year without losing a game. 
He first played rackets when 
he was 13b . 

Even in the Foster Cup, 
which involves the top 16 
senior players, only the hard¬ 
hitting Chris Chariton, of 
Tonbridge, managed to rattle 


Sally Jones reports on 
the emergence of a 
gifted young champion 
at Queen’s Club 


the top seed temporarily, be¬ 
fore running out of steam 
a gainst his dynamic oppo¬ 
nent, who merely increased 
his work-rale to prevaiL ' 

Although Gaiter is an im¬ 
pressive if unorthodox stroke- 
maker with an accurate, 
heavOy-axt serve and power¬ 
ful gxoundstrokes off both 
flanks, it is his superb foot¬ 
work and natural tendency 
unripf pressure to attack that 
sets him apart from * his 
rivals. 

“He's not particularly big or 
strong.” Philip Rosso - , the 
Rugby rackets professional 
said. “But his timin g ami 
sheer speed round the court 
mean that his feet are always 
in the right position for him to 
retrieve the mo6t incredible 
shots and put away anything 


that’s not hit reafiy severely. If 
he keeps on playing, I certain¬ 
ly think he could become 
world champion before long.” 

Like the world title-holder, 
Janies Male; Carter is an 
exceptional all-rounder who 
has represented Warwick¬ 
shire at rugby, cricket, squash 
and hockey at junior levels. 
Most gifted rackets players 
are good afi-rounders because 
of the speed of foot and eye the 
game demands. 

C arter said: “I really 
adore the sheer speed 
of rackets. After my 
first hit with Philip Rosser, I 
came off terrified because the 
ball was whizzing round my 
ears so fast and I thought “this 
is Ear too dangerous. Tm not 
sure I want to play*. 

“Then I gradually learnt 
how to straighten the ball 
round die walls and put a lot 
of cut and power on it and I 
was hooked. These days I play 
five nights a week, induding 
games with die framer world 
champion. Howard Angus, 
which is great because he's 


still so quick and leads tire 
game amazingly ." 

Rosser acknowledges his 
proteges natural talent but is 
equally impressed by his ap¬ 
plication. “He was the hardest 
hitter in die com petition, but 
he’s also very canny and even 
in the last few. days began 
experimenting with a-differ¬ 
ent serve to cope with die 
unusual bounce of the 
Queen's Club court He'S al¬ 
ways been a very fast learner.” 

Carter's analytical ap¬ 
proach is not surprising. He is 
aiming for a place at Oxford, 
where he hopes to read mod¬ 
ern languages. In between the 
“odd burst of sebootwork” 
and long evenings spent 
cracking me skimming white 
ball around the rackets court 
he is taking up real tennis, 
which has captured his imagi¬ 
nation after two sessions at 
Queen’s between rackets 
matches. The big names of 
real tennis are no doubt 
peering nervously over their 
shoulders and wondering 
how soon they will have to 
look to their laurels. 


Larder full of worries 


Shoaib’s Test of patience 


AS COACH of Widnes, Phil 
Larder is in a better position 
than many to pronounce on 
fears of an exodus of British 
rugby league talent to Austra¬ 
lia (Christopher Irvine writes). 

Larder has seen his side 
much reduced in the eight 
months since it appeared in 
the Challenge Cup final last 
season. Because of the dub’s 
financial problems. Widnes 
have lost many of their best 
players. Those left have been 
among the targets of agents 
acting for the new dubs set to 
enter the Winfield Cup in 
Australia during 1995. 

The contracts apparently 
being waved before John Dev- 
ereux. Bobby Goulding and 
Harvey Howard are more 
enticing than those in the past. 
With many English dubs 
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New Queans » _ 
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BANGALORE: Second Geld Rato Grand 
Stem; SemMlnat I Wffiamson (GB) tt M 
Russet IGB'S-a _ 
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experiencing tightened purse¬ 
strings, Australia has ample 
appeal. 

In the recent series defeat of 
New Zealand, Devereux pro¬ 
duced some devastating in¬ 
stances of wing play to 
strengthen his Great Britain 
position. An offer by Western 
Reds, of Perth, to join their 
training camp in November 
next year would probably 
mean his absence from the 
1994 home series against 
Australia. 

Devereux. like several other 
internationals, including 
Shaun Edwards and Denis 
Betts, at Wigan, and Chris 
Joynt, of St Helens, is underid¬ 
ed as to a future in Australia, 
but as the temptations in¬ 
crease, Larder is concerned 
that a trickle of players leaving 


Yrak 101 Dates 92: ffitedetfita 121 Detrod 
92: Wasiwigion 99 Mmnosw 34; Ctecago 
109 OwrtWB 97; Ptoemx 102 Indiana 94. 
Ufwoufcea 106 LA Ck0pm 8a 
8UDWBSER LEAGUE 

P W L F API 

MancteGtP 1917 220*9159834 

Wbrthng 1715 21583141730 

Thames Vatey 15 14 1T4351137Z8 

Gtddtofd 1711 61569 140022 

London 18 11 71570161T22 

Dotiy 17 9 81505148718 

B iminnham 14 8 61210114616 

Sundertand 18 712167917881* 

locesrt 15 6 91215124712 

Chester IS ill 1198132710 

Doncaster IS 21311S71351 4 

Hgmgl 17 1 161411 1704 2 

Dttwn IS 1 141106147? 2 


England could become a 
floocL 

Not only would tins be 
detrimental to standards of 
domestic play at a time when 
they are only now reaching 
their potential according to 
Larder, but the management 
of Great Britain's internation¬ 
al team would have the plainly 
intolerable situation, like that 
in New Zealand.-of having to 
select from players scattered 
across two continents. 

Howard, who has been 
offered a two-year contract by 
Sydney Eastern Suburbs, re¬ 
turns for Widnes tonight 
against Bradford Northern, 
one of four dubs — he latest 
being Warrington — pursuing 
the 24-year-old prop forward 
after a £90.000 bid for,him by 
Leeds was rejected. 


SHOAIB Mohammad scored 
one of the slowest balf-centu- 
ries in Test match history as 
the third and final game in the 
series between Pakistan and 
Zimbabwe meandered its way 
to a draw in Lahore yesterday. 

Pakistan. 83 behind on foe 
first innings, lost only one 
wicket on the final day and 
had reached 174 for one when 
the match was given up. 
Shoaib’s twelfth half-century 
in 42 Tests took him 315 
minutes. 

As if Mujtaba, his partner in 
an unbroken second-wicket 
partnership erf 118. was more 
enterprising and reached his 
half-century in 151 minutes, 
hitting ten fours. 

An outright result had been 
rendered almost impossible 
by the loss of 120 overs in the 


five days because of poor light. 
There was a further delay of 45 
minutes on the last mor¬ 
ning, what Zimbabwe dis¬ 
missed Aamir Sohail. who 
provided DavidBrain with his 


PAKISTAN: Rra tonkins 1<7 (D Brain 6 tor 
42J 

Second hntogs 

AamrSohaic James b&ato —-32 

Stoat) MJwnw d not out_S3 

Ml Mujtaba not out-65 

Extras (b 7. to I3.nto 3, wl)-_2* 

Total (1 wMJ-174 

FALL OF WICKET: 1-56 
BOWUNG Brandos 16-MI-0; Brain 14-ft 
28-1: Sttet* 18-4-25-0. Reraw 14-6-350: 
G W Rower 10-2-156. Wheal 10.5-4-17-0. 
CampbeS 1 -0-3-0; A Roaor0.1-000. 
ZIMBABWE: First toranm 230 (A Rower 62 
not out. D L Houghton SO, Waqer Vow® 5 
tot 100. Waste) Sram 4 tot 100) 

Umpros. Khcsr Hsyai and Amat Zo& 
RESULTS: First Taat Pakistan won by 131 
nms Second Test PaMstan won by 62 
nrs Third Test drawn 


sixth wicket of the match. 

The Pakistan captain, 
Wasim Akram, said that al¬ 
though Zimbabwe had lost the 
series 24) they had proved 
tough opponents. “We under¬ 
estimated them. They per¬ 
formed beyond our expecta¬ 
tions, especially in fielding 
and bowling." he said. 

Waqar Younis, who fin¬ 
ished with 27 wickets, was 
declared Pakistan's man of the 
series. “He was the main 
difference between the two 
sides.” Wasim said. 

Rob WhUley, the Zimbabwe 
manager, manager said the 
tour had proved extremely 
useful “We could have won 
the second Test but our lack of 
experience at this level and the i 
bowling of Waqar and Wasim 
frustrated us." 


EDft THE RECORD 






Certrai League: Rrw dMU o n: Steflieid 
Ltotted w Liverpool Novflto Overton 
CocnWnafion.- Ffctf Cfcrtsfcxv WTwaL v 
Wstord Second dMatOO: P*ymaj?r v 
Yeovil. 

CARLING NORTH WEST COUNTIES 
LEAGUE:CWxsoe t RoxertaeA 
NEVILLE 0VENDEN COMBINATION. 
Fifatfviaion: Bnsjtf Roves OGrfrriltel a 
Crysrai Palace 3 Southampton 1: M2waS 0. 
Watford 0 Second cMaorc Pospcrwd 
1 tae tar a v Swansea. 

EQUESTRIANISM ■ 

OLYMPIA: Show j um ping Ch amp ion- 
steps: P & O European Forms grand pmu 

1. Kgutse |P Chafes. Irc*j 0 ftrts in 
ZS .2 0 sac.. 2 AJnxw Rxma 2 ft. Seero a jr. 
G«10.28 38 3 Robin Z ,P Eiwsot. Swt 
0. 29.16 British: 6 Bowwjr Queen u 
Fisha) 4 .33 71 _ ' 

ICE HOCKEY 

tZVESHA TOURNAMSfr- Thrtdxa 
ptay-TO Sweden 8 Unted SM05 3 Rnafc 
fossa DNmpc lean 8 fossa naLona.' 
team 1 

NATIONAL LEAGUE (NHL): Arutfw™ 7 
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SHSTBD fiHELD: Sydney. New South 
Wales 263 M Mfautet iib. S Warns 6-771 
and 275-9 (M Bevan Qi) Vienna 264 aid 
300-4 (D Jones 155. D femste* 71 net 
out). Bad Bght sapped oby Marti dam 
PWD L Pt 
South Australia < 2 1 i M 

Western Austral* 5 2 1 2 14 

Vitoria 5 2 2 1 14 

New South Wales 5 2 12 14 

Queensland 4 112 6 

Tawrastts 3 0 2 1 2 

Note Weaemfoandaottanedtmpoiras 
In one game, despite losing ounghL 
BflSSANE: Four-day game: South Africa 
XI 33S tor 7 dec <W JCronje 145. 0 J 
Cutnan 113; M S Kasprowiez 5 ter 82) and 
1 «or ho w«. Queensland 163 S lmr56). 

_ FENCING _ 

LANSDOWNE CLUB, London: 
Lansdown* tovtaOon: 1. Polytechnic: 2. 
London Thames; 3. Lansoowne. 

_ FOOTBALL _ 

MOHTHB W PflEMtoft LEAGUE: Firs: 

tfvteion: Barnsley 1 Trarniere 3 Post¬ 
poned; West Brom v Fort Vote. Alan 
PBtpon u d: FA Ctefiftg Prwtemtep: 
Queens Pan (fenperc v OrtsBa 
TerrarTs Scctfeh Cup: First round 
replay: rtmtiy v Abon fovara. Portfire 


Kieft-cff 730trtoss stated 
FOOTBALL 
FA Carting Premiership 
NeweaTev Leeds (7.45) 
laa&ctet}.. 

Endsteigh Insurance League 
Second division 

Cardiff v Swansea ... 

Esster y Plymouth (7.45) 
taStteteQ . . .... 

Angto-KaSan Cup 
Mematkmal stage 
Group A 

Ancona v Notts County. 

AsccbvBpston . 

Chariton v Pisa . 

Midtfesbrough v Bresco 


Winnipeg 5 Log Anqeta: S Calgary 4 IOT| 

NORDIC SKIING 

TOLBACH, Italy: World Cup aos»<sia>- 
try: Man’s lOKnr i V Snrngr IKaafcJ 
e4ma 2Kfaec. 2. J Isomessa <Fni at 
18 OOsod. 3. S Snrason (Nor) 18 30: 4. N 
Jonns son (Ssrel 2150; S. M My9yia IFnl 
21 TO. 6. A Protaraov fftuss) 2210. 7. B 
Daeh> (Nor) 28 10. 8. S Fauno PH 33*0. 
9. T Msfjren (S*«J 4010.10. L Butfca (Cj 
foot 40 90 11.TAtaBfdtNcr)46 0a 12. 
J Cffason (SmbI *8^13. M AXanOa m 
49 10 14. A WiCW (Russ) 49.7D IS. G 
S-qedai (Notj 5220 St and i ngs. 1, Smmov 
SO pfc; 2. DacWw i TO: 3. iscmetsa 17S: 4. 
Mogrcn ig. 5. V Uvaflp tNorl 133 

RUGBY UNION 

CLUB MATCH: Nartwth 0. Uaneft 13 
SCHOOLS: Daffy Mai mder-iB Cup: 
London MIoR Campon 12 HOfhpIon 
School 10 South west drvtoton. Wmdsor 
GS 16Chrtnster20. CotstorYs 15 Truro 12 
North dMaiorc FGS Neveaafc 13 Uar- 
chart Taytes’ (fc Hymers 37 a EtjrrarJsO 
Undar-ISCup: Frtt round: Fnsy. UJJieH 
5 St«*cort GS 22. RGS Noocasdc 44 


TODAY’S HXrUftES 


Group B 

Cosenza v WW Bum.... 

Pescara vSid®-- -. 

Portsmouth vfiorentina- . 

Southend v Padova. 

Tennents Scottish Cup 
First round replay 

Huntfy v Albion. 

DtAOORA LEAGUE: Premier 

Harrow Borough v Hechn; Mctescv v 

Hendon 

KOMGA LEAGUE OF WALES UanoS v 
Ettow Vote 

NEVILLE OVBNDEN COMBINATION; 
fltw rfivteten: Brflteon v WmMecon C0i. 
:paw#i v Stwndon Luton v Toastoam 
i2S). Second c&rts»on: Chgtsnharo v 
eurtene gae n, Py nouTri_v Yw*i Port- 
poned: 


lEewater HS 3: Wath GS 52 Emmanuel O: 
Nofftarrrton GS TO St Bennus 5. O 
S*4ncJtarJ 27 Horefcvd Calhodrar 


St Josecto's, ipswrti 43 Cocjxre Ccbum 6. 
St punslan's 0 St Paul's 32, HteJwdJEhor;- 
ASfco'5 19 Cranbrook 5. Tbomaa Matewc 0 

Jeter Owtend 17; Adems GS 6 King 
Edward. Bwnwah am 18 : Lord Wham’s. 
Thame 24 Cotton's 0; Dirhan 7 Kng's. 
Tynemouth J. Mount St Mary's SO Kng'o. 
Granhem 19. Bedlard SB Wstfaro GS 7. 
Sacfcv* 0 Judd 5. London Oratory U 
WmUeocm ft Kng Edvard VI. Soutfwnp- 
lan 22 Desborou^i 5. WMe Cross, Lydney 
43 Si Jotei'a. ManboroughO: BoumemcKih 
17 Dewnport HS IS Odier mertwa: 
Harntshko LM8 3 Ross-yn Park 9. BGS 
GUMtaro a Former Pupris 6 _ 

REAL TENNIS 

CXS7TS CLUB. London: British 
Undar-24 doubles eftampfonetep: Serttf- 
toalc J-G Ptrts (ft) and N wood « D 
Jgnes and B McFtfono (fos) H. 6-5. R 
Gym and A Lvon; W A Snorto* and S 
Lem l*us) B -2 40, ft* Ftott Prate 


BORO GAIS LEAGUE OF RELMto: 
Premtar dhrtdon: Sheboumo v ritona^Di 
Util f7 451 

REPRESENTATIVE MATCH: VKmpey Es- 
h* and Suffek Ungue v frtsh 5ug*. 
SJkft and ipareft 

RUGBY UNION 
CM> matches 

ASeravonv Macswg . 

Bath v ToUouse . 

dWynyttvCatSS •. . 

Moseeyv Greater Bwirngham. 

Newport vGtoucartw. 

RUGBY LEAGUE 
Stone* BW Championship 

WateAeW v WawgKBt . 

SECOND DIVISION: Dowstuy v Don- 
casrt fa Brttev). 


and WOob ttf Gum and Lyons ftp. ft6. ftp 

_ SWIMMING _ 

BUDAPEST: Hungarian hood to head 
tevffsflonal meoflng: Mon: 60m Irewtyte 
knockout 1, A G&ra (Hlt) 22fflsec 
loom tjretmteoHK i, k Gutter (Hun] 
102 71; 2. N G*«ham (GB) 10296 
20ftti madtey: 1. JSimenm (Fm) 202 73: 

2. caone 203.11 400m medley: 1. T 
Damj (hkf) 4:32.00: 2. L Secchl « 
402.41. Women: I, K Eporozog) fHm 

2;M33.Z.LYGBranam2.17ro^ 

SKIING 

Tiwes: DHL Iteteantty racao: CJiart 
steiom. Mon: 1. M Crano-fobtosan 
S^an_Col . 

3. Mlurelstrom 
lNw t Cac octard) 4 r Garett-Cw 
jfombroko Co4 Carrtorldoa): S. C Pent* 
fOnoi Cotf. ODdord). 6. N Uiorwr (9 
Edmonds Hofl. CWon«. Women: 1. S 
Hervry (Homorton Coff. Cambrtdgrt; 2. A 
Capla pawnee Oumrft c3T Coro 
brdge) 3. CKeBsi (Si John's Coll. Odonfi. 

4. L wn Mcerbnd (St Wda'o Coff. Odord): 5. 
F Shtorton (Harttard, Oxtord). 6, N 
Smatfdcra (Carus GoB. Cantorupo). Ste- 
tom: Man: I. CronftRrtJirBor (Cjhjv 
brtga): ftlOott fCartnite). 3. Snouktoro 
tCatorapo). 4, Lulonar lOriad). s. Gar- 
«t-CtK (CantondQcy. 6, Poo® (Ota*. 
Women: 1. C Krtlett rOdortn; 2. van 
Moytond (Odortl. 3. Honey fCambndpo); 
4. SAtefton (Oktaidl S. Stack (c5ri- 
brtdgrt: 6. SrnBrtdere (Carnfandgrri 
LA PLAGNE, Ftwce: World Cup: 
Women; AeriaiKi.C fond. [Stfftzi 174 77 
TO, 2, L TcfutBSAl (Uznefc) 16607:3. S 
Btemcr (US) 16299. British: 24. J Cury 
29 00. Men; Evert abandoned 

TENNIS ~ 

VAUXHALL INDOOR TROPHY: Women: 
TMtd romd: Thonp gj nOgB i HeBMrtm 
Snffrtd 2. Lhaport Indaor 3 Mm 0 
Boson 3 Lincoln todoor P Long food 
Cemordpo 3 £ootc«an Roy 0. 
W utc ttfhomn AtftrUon i LAarham Norwrch 
2: Bartnnod St Atosc 0 Putu Wohwyn 3. 
Ckenwa ftentwood 3 Mtedstorw 0- QoOo 
forflpSMd 0 Dawd Uotd Hnrtioy 3. BSC 
0 Qurti'a 3. Dated Uoyd EaJbavm 1 
SctftonJitoinrr. 






Guildford seek to 
replace Americans 

GUILDFORD Kmgs ^^ionTplay'tOT 

basketbaU /ederadoiUtff^^ d ^^ 0 ^ hip ^ 
new Americans rathe Eurctoean (Nicholas 

dismissal of Truyforsm and1 ^ 

Hailing writes). form in the 


runnings SJ 

departures by saying: “People asked me ^ 
pSStySn to Europe without Pearson and Duncan but we 
weren’t winning with them.” 

Olympia booming 

stylishgrand prix win on Impulse, were foe most suaESsfiti 
in the 22-year history of the event Seven of the tai 
perfbrmanoes were sold out and foe remaining three were 85 
per cent lull (Jenny MacArthur writes). 

More than 63,000 attended over the five days - ajar cry 
from foe inaugural show when the organiser, the late 
Raymond Brooks-Ward. had to go out into Kensington High 
Street and give tickets away. The nders revelled in foe 
atmosphere. “They were fantastic crowds." Nick Skelton, 
who finished leading rider at foe show for the second 
successive year, said. “It cant help but lift you when you’ve 
got thar. sort of support." 

Call for Martyn 

CRICKET: Damien Martyn. 22. who is averaging 87.71 for 
Western Australia this season, has been brought into the 
Australian party for foe first Test match with South Africa, 
which starts in Melbourne on Sunday, in place of Steve 
Waugh, who has a torn hamstring. Martyn, preferred to 
Matthew Hayden, had a successful tour of England last 
summer but has not played a Test since foe game against 
New Zealand in Auckland last March. Australia and South 
Africa will be play ing their first Test since foe 1969-70 series 
in South Africa, which the home side won 4-0. They have not 
met in a Test series in Australia since 1963-64. 

Butler earns inclusion 

BADMINTON: Steve Butler, who beat foe Olympic and 
world bronze medal-winner, Thomas Stuer-Lauridsen, to 
win foe Scottish Open title in Glasgow last month, has been 
rewarded with a place in the England squads for the Far East 

in January. Gui Clark forms a new mixed doubles 
partnership with Chris Hunt and Nick Prating pairs up with 
Joanne Wright Panting and Hunt who beat foe European 
champions. Sweden, to keep England in the top category of 
the world team championships in Birmingham in May, have 
also split Prating will partner Julian Robertson and Hunt 
pairs up with Simon Artier. 

New attempt at record 

YACHTING: Peter Blake and Robin Knox-Johnston began 
final preparations yesterday for a second attempt at 
r breaking the record for a circumnavigation. Thar British- 
designed catamaran. ENZA, which was holed last winter 
after rounding the Cape of Good Hope during an attempt to 
beat foe fictitious 80 days set by the Jules Verne character, 
Phfleas Eogg, has been enlarged from 85ft to 92ft for this new 
attempt “She is definitely fester," Knox-Johnston said after 
foe multihull was relaunched in the Hamble River. “We aim 
to complete foe 27,000 miles within 77 days. That's an average 
of 1473 knots and two days better than the present record." 

Cancelled due to snow 

SKIING: Heavy snow and high winds forced the 
ca ncell a tion of foe World Cup women's super-giant slalom at 
Flachau. Austria, yesterday. Organisers said the race might 
be held today if conditions improve. In La Plagne, France, a 
blizzard robbed Richard Cobbing, of Great Britain, of any 
chance to shine in foe freestyle World Cup. He had 
performed well in training, while his top rivals missed 
chances to practise their more complicated routines, but the 
event was abandoned with only foe women’s aerials, in 
which Jflly Curry came 24th. being completed. 

Drawing a blank 

FOOTBALL: While the televised draw for the World Cup 
finals in the United States attracted an estimated global ' 
audience of500 million on Sunday, the host nation’s share of 
that was just 313.000 households, according to the American i 
viewing figures announced yesterday. The only network to 
broadcast the draw was ESPN sports network, which is 
available in 62.7 million of foe 94.2 million American homes 
with televisions; the station received a 05 cable rating on the 
draw, which began at 3pm, opposite six NFL American 
football games. 

England avoid hosts 

HOCKEY: England have secured a favourable draw for the 
European indoor championship, to be played at Bonn in 
Germany, from January 28 to 30. They have managed to 
avojd the host nation, who are foe holders, and Spain. In 
EngUmfos pool are the Czech Republic, whom they had 
braroi 6-4 m the qualifying tournament last weekend at Lille 

KtSSfcT 1 ™ 1351 ^ ^ ago Engfend Zntte 

S?liS£&' Fm ' **»*- * England, 
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Answers from page 32 
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MARTEL 

(a) A hammer, after the isifa — 

martutus* hammer occurs m war - 

»■"* or 

DELUNDUNG 

W The weasel-cat of Java and Maiam 

On* moortmani 
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Stricter controls to 
curb claims of 
telephone tipsters 


,r>. 



* 


BRITAIN'S daily racing pub- 
licauons. The Sporting Ufe 
and Raang Post, have reacted 
quickly to the menace of 
unscrupulous telephone tip¬ 
ping services. The Sporting 
Life yesterday announced I 
senes of stricter controls on 
the burgeoning industry, 
while Racing Post published 
its policy on accepting adver¬ 
tising from telephone Tipsters 
in today’s edition. 

Yesterday's announcement 
from The Sporting Ufe came 
in the wake of a review of 
telephone tipping services 
published in The Times on 
Monday. It revealed the over¬ 
all poor performance of tele- 
phone tipsters, which did not 
tally with the deliberate im¬ 
pression of success conjured 
by their advertising slogans. 

It also highlighted the inor¬ 
dinate length of time taken by 
some tipsters to deliver their 
message with the worst 
incidences involving premi¬ 
um-rare calls in excess of ten 
minutes. The cost of a premi¬ 
um-rare call at peak time is 
48p per minute. 

Alistair Down, the associate 
editor of The Sporting Life , 
said yesterday: “We have re¬ 
ceived an increasing number 
of complaints in the last two or 
three months about the spe¬ 
cious nature of some of the 
adverts placed by telephone 
tipsters. There has been a tot 
of adverse publicity about it 
and we have responded to it 
with much stricter controls." 

The newspaper is to ask 
potential advertisers to submit 
selections for six weeks before 
it will consider accepting ad- 


By Julian Muscat 

vertising from individual tele¬ 
phone tipsters. An acceptable 
“egree of success wiU be 
required. 

All advertising copy is to be 
subjected to the code of prac¬ 
tice drawn up by the Indepen¬ 
dent Committee tor the 
Supervision of Standards of 
Telephone Information Ser- 
vices dCSnS). which de¬ 
mands documentary evidence 
must be available, both to 
substantiate claims and refute 
allegations of inaccuracy, am¬ 
biguity and exaggeration or 
omission. In a move aimed at 


Nap: CAD FORD GIRL 
(MO Ludlow) 

Next best: Coney Road 
(12.40 Ludlow) 


curbing the excessive time 
ifken by some tipsters to 
deliver their selections. The 
Sporting Ufe will not accept 
advertising from a premium- 
rate operator if his telephone 
message extends beyond five 
minutes. 

Another constraint is that 
no advertiser will be allowed 
to make sweeping claims 
about the chances of a selec¬ 
tion, such as "cant lose" or 
“will win". Down said the 
restrictions were aimed at 
protecting punters from the 
more ruthless tipping services, 
which will have to “fall into 
line or pack up". He added: 
“We are determined to make 
this stick even though it will 
cost us money." 


Alan Byrne, the editor 
Racing Post, pointed to the 

X Iar warnings published 
In the newspapers col¬ 
umns as evidence of its con¬ 
cern tor punters. "We are 
constantly reminding people 
who call the tines that they 
operate on die principle of 
caveat motor , and we have 
always adhered strictly to the 
code of practice as drafted by 
ICSns. It is not uncommon 
tor us m refuse these adverts 
on the basis that some are 
dearly seeking to exploit 
punters." 

On the re s t ri ction of any 
message toa maximum of five 
minutes. Byrne said: “It 
sounds like a good suggestion 
which we will be looking into 
at the earliest opportunity.' 

The response of die trade 
press to the abuse of premium- 
rate lines by some tipsters was 
welcomed yesterday by 
ICSTIS, whfch has the author¬ 
ity to encourage British 
Telecom to dose down lines 
operated by persistent 


A spokesperson said: “We 
cannot get involved in any pre¬ 
vetting procedures but we are 
pleased to bear that these 
procedures have been tight¬ 
ened for die use of these lines. 
We are aware there has been 
some comment about them 
and we are keeping an eye on 
them.” 

The news of the dampdewn 
on unsatisfactory premium- 
rale operators will be wel¬ 
comed not only by punters, 
but equally by those operating 
genuine raang services in 
telephone tipping. 
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THUNDERER 
12.30 MiOies Own. 1.00 Baber. 1.30 Deependabte. 
2.00 Casino Magic. 2.30 Kelly's Darting. 3.00 Bus¬ 
man. 3 JO Seahawk Retriever. 


GOING: SOFT (CHASE COURSE): STANDARD (HUTCHES) SIS 


12.30 AfiffiCOUHT NATIONAL HUNT NOVICES 
HANDICAP HURDLE (All-waften £1.690:2m 40 (10 mnftas) 

1 5632 CZARMCH0LAS It (BOBUnto4-12*.. 

: 14P6 RUSTIC BERT 13 OW t*i LJtMt 5-11-7. 

3 P313 UUJES OWN 10 (C S) 5 Nfcflflr 6-ll-fi- 

4 0-05 VA2DN BPHESS 99 P Mn 7-10-12_MS I _ 

5 -«& AUKS SILVER 16 J Men 6-10-71-Mr N Bode? (7) 87 

6 m CROWED DEALER 12 S Shemnl S-10-10_JOstwre - 

? 0052 UtfWfTA26JW*4-1M_;_KJoras M 

B 043- MBQHAHP 214 (B) J Sntti 51D-4,-TBtfl 

9 GOTO WATfflBEACHWlifiE 21 5«W. APnctor 

10 -PH PUJM UWE14 (V) fits l Jew* 4-100-B 



5M Ltosrrt, 1l-4 Mila Ort, 9-2 Cu MdVte. 6-1 Mtearp. 8-1 AtiS Start. 
16-1 aOm. 


1.00 UARSION MOOR SBIMfi HURDLE 

(Ali-wstfhet: £1.369:2m) (18) 


1 m- DOMAINIttF©,C0jG) ft rtww 512-0-MAftaQBtod M 

2 -TO ELEGANT ffilEND2T (D.G.S) II TaflVttH 5-12-0- 0 Uupty 98 

3 /01- SAVAST 287 (CD.FjawCfay 8-124--DfcreCtay 83 

4 1-30 BABY ASHLEY 13 (CD.6) B Mtoita 7-11-9-MMm K 

5 2F50 UABTHUL21 iCJjHjactej5-11-7-JOBtam SB 

6 500- PHARSOUJ 21F (f) J HBrrK 4-11 -7-D Mlfl H r 77 

7 1245 RUTVTS GAMBLE 13 (VAG) Mis l JeucA 5-11-7 —. R Gortl 88 

S -000 S0UD18 (8.C0fl0Casiowi 5-11-7-DVPftWl(51 94 

9 3/P-WVRW278fpSIBIWWi9-11-7- 

10 W0 BAUBUNAR05E20(a61DBUiSialB-11-2PMU«tf*Bin 


11 


02 BAHER A 4-11-0. 


.fiCMM 






13 603F 0AUPWIBlEU51PPnBlrt7-ll-a_-OPPfKJarf 95 

14 HO MAJORWWBBFWOBW4-11-0-SDIMhs 97 

15 00 TMPECE 7411 liaon 5-H-O-J Snppfe (5) - 

16 SOL ROUGE 8F R Thonwon 4-104-U-lBkUM - 

17 B SPRAY Of ORCTOS12 R Fte| 4-19-9-PNatoJ - 

IB -0FP WHATC0ME5NATURALLY32 (8) fi Itarto4-109- TBay (E) 89 

5-2 Oegart Fnotd. 5-1 BUM. 6-1 DaBtti Seu. 7-1 SqoK. 8-1 PWp*l 
12-1 Bar Ashtoy. M?)oi fta*. 14-1 SoM, IB-1 odes. 

1.30 HASTW6S NOVWES CHASE 

(Turf: £2.076:3m 110yd) (6) 

1 1111 CUfiSKC0HTACT3fl f.GJKlfcson 7-ll-10~ JS^ipf* 94 

2 OP/f 8W THE BOIfiBI 48 C.CBWr 8-11-0- Mt DwB» (7) - 

3 F4U4 DSPENOABLE19 NHentBOfl 8-11-0-UAffcOaaM @ 

4 3PP/ aXDS15H0»ia83RBUtaVl1-0—--OCfW? ~ 

5 POOP QUETMQKy27 (0^1 MHWwrttf 8-11-0- DHunbf - 

£ 554- LADYBLAK0CY382BRo»wrt7-10-9-LWj« - 

11 - 10 CteaeConaa. iT-BOownCM*. I0-1 Utfr Shttmr. 20-1 own. 

2.00 FG CONSTRUCTKW HANDICAP CHASE 

(Turf: £2.342: Zm4MKW)(5J 

1 8314 awtr PLEASURE 38 tcor&si Mrs MSteHM 

J Supple (5) @ 

: 1436 BALTIC BROWi 16fflJF.® MrsSSwttHIJ —BE mU SB 
3 225- RACTCAl BEQUEST K ftite ' t'M- QMgg 90 

* kk CASINO MAGIC 13 (DJ.Si) J S w rtM 9-10-3— 0 Mupl* 94 
S «3 - SWH.(S) 90 

7-4 Baufc &pwu 9-4 Simple Pleasure. 5-t Casino Maps, 11-2 RadteB RbpwL 
7-1 Ho>glB 


2.30 TRAFALGAR WMCB HUTCH 

(«hwfl«n£1.7D5:an)(8) 


11 QJFT0N CHASE21F 
» DOWUTHESn 


. 0 Fort (7) 


1J Hots 4-11-12 
IDftRM 4-11-7 

PMUflO*if 

8 8214 XELVSQARUMG19 (Dfl f Mv7-11-7 SG»rai( 

4 6S UAW.8FJW*i«W4-11-2_PI' 

5 456 ROB. 13JffSiea4-1V2_HA 

143SMI 



6 P- SALM0B OAKS? 43SfJBaduv 4-11-2_5 

7 8PQ5 SAIDM0QR RBRCE10 (tULEQ P WWNnJ 10-1T-2 

DrPPiKtafl - 

B 5 IMRYMACfiLMN l2Jrtn»J4-10-11._BOMbn 79 

04 came One. 3-1 nayc oaks. 7-2 m* as shm. te mu 10-1 
Sandmoor Preice. 2M uftao. ' 


3.00 WATERLOO HANDICAP HURDLE 

(Afl-wather £1,925:3m) [\5) ; 

1 P-61 RAM IBM 26 (CaS) faring 

2 8415 COURT CRCULM1? $$$# I 


MM. 


VStoey BB 


2 8415 G0URTCRajLMl((C£ffltf»¥4-n-3_OuOy 97 

3 1153 HAVEA«flHTCAP28<C^0lS)JHsib4-1M DfiMtfNr 97 

4 1150 BR0MC0TXME14»rI&tol5-ir-0_PawCatoMB 98 

5 ay 00D6a DOOMS BFrtlj) 8 Hofltf—16-10-11 8BN—ft - 

B RT2 BUSMAm4fflRSJtota4-1M-MAFfcaaflU 90 

7 tflPP SANTAPORMOTlSfilAIBlBLJHtS8-10-2>_ RBmM fi 

8 -240 SUESAfffiAD 19JG1PBwin5-10-0__97 

9 5232 FU5SYLAOV18 fflFAHi t14d9i 8-TOO__,_ LHmmt 88 

10 1M RAOTBCCtMBOT J0E28(CAJ AKmB-10-0 

WN00 

11 -132 ftTTLE LP2* (RCOBF^J J Mtartti J S*W* @ 08 

12 2P22 VALATCH36 jfiifhS-lW)-PlfcLpnMinm 79 

19 -050 SARAH KEEPS GBMJMMD 7-100-Wftrp] B3 

14 0-W ITALIAN TOUR 21 (CKq Hi G Ptowlgn 13-1M— LWVer - 

15 -PS3 UUEISJMumvMM-^-HRbWWBI 84 

4-1 Hm A Mtfftap. 5-1 itato AM 8-1 Cam Mr. Sriles MaM. i« FfMt 
Up, 8-10a«wuO-i Dodger Octtw. iZ-1 V4UA. i5-l arum 


3.30 ATCNADA NATHWAL HUNT RAT RACE 

(AK-wfiftw: £1,456:2m) ()2) 


01 BATTY'S ISLAM! 2B(CBA 8 Aim 4-11-6_ EHmM«((5] - 
MV Alim«0flXUC244tS^M1-2_^»TS!Jplw*OB - 

00 UAMYWH»ONe47(V)W5«*'4-11-2-STmtorto - 

00- IBSTIUAC270 RIMa 5-11-2-TBBjr.9 - 

4 PETS POM® 34 KteVMtfto 5-11-4-DUeMbto - 

SEAHAWK RETRfiS JMiy RnpanM 4-11-2— F UMnr (7) - 

gODOER32SSntt4-11-2-UrKSm - 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 
5 

7 

8 
B 
10 

11 

12 

2-1 BW* tout 3-1 SMtert MM, 7-2 P*r psHar. M SM Hri. 
12-1 We** 18-f oBwt. 


0- 5TMAD319 AMfe 5-11-2. 


. PrtdB 


BO- SIM TORD 285 U litwd 4-11-4-A Practai 

0 AL7E5SE ROKANNE68 MB L JmM4-10-11 Mr8PBtKk... 

oo RaaraurAWfeB-io-M-PHcLwtfMm - 

WHATS THE JOKE R PMBW 4-10-11-JMcCWByfS) - 


COURSE SPEC1ALJSTS 


7RABOS: Mn M SSt 4 wtow Iran 6Jtraan. 667\S 
Sbowod. 5 hW 12,41.71k A HM^5 tom 14.3571: R NMAM. 
32 tBO 119. 26.W; M H Toreptt*. 8 tom 34. 215%; J 
Ruaeoa, 11 tm 49.22.4V 

JOCKEYS :» N Ba&f. 4 atan hw 0 rftejM4%; J OHom. 12 
tom 34.3£n3* Din 1%. Jfl him 71. 32.4V'SWw* 40 ten 
195- 215%: S KrtgMtef. ffi torn U5, 19 . 1 %; Or P Prfawfl. 4 tom 
22.182V 


Hexham abandoned 

THE meeting at Hexham today has been 
abandoned because of frost Charles Enderby. 
tbe deric of the coarse, said: “There is frost in 
fee ground, with a further freeze forecast for 
tonight, so the course is unraceabte.’* 



Lingfield Park 

Gotog: standard 

12.30 rm 1. KWTrtYN IS WMMrtMOU. 
2. India Bock (7 Spraie. 15-2). 3- 
iJQurr. 7-1). ALSO RAN > 1-4 
PbEh, 3 aeewancl «M. 6 < 

TimoBiy Casey, IQCMtcard.Tatettin Catf i 
(Btfi). 12 ffe*y Venture (400. 25 
Boy. 33 Owsimn Wartor. 12 rw. NR O 
SW1 DieWrH Spring 13. 

D LsTog a LamDoum. Tow^rap.40. e« id. 
£2.10. £2 TO OP £167 10 CSF: tB9-22- 
1.00 {7f> 1. SOUTH EASTERN FRED■ 14 
Ooinn, iM tev); Z CappL^w» (Emma 
O'Gorman.41-4): 3. MfB 
EddefV. lEPH. ALSO RAN - J»3QSaf£s 


Such. 3*1. a. a M- SH OoBjnpndaeai 

NewnarteL Tow: E 3 . 00 : E1.40. £120- 
246Q.DF ttiaCSF £717 
1.30 {7ft 1. SWIFT SPRING <C 

SecAM. 16 Uttfe Miss Rftw * 
Dvnarrtc George. 25 My Treasire. NWnB. 


33 Whvafla Rasi l3rtr *1, W.IU.a.DP 
Ode as WratoonOa. Tote- £14.10; CS30, 
£1 80. £2 60. OF: £3 8.10. C SF: E3958. 
200 (1m 20 I. DISKETTE (O KoBand. 3-1 

aL-te?,, 9 s&’ssi: 1 . 

MfWflteajiythtt (400. 6 CapWn Mar- 
matade f6ih). 9 £xh«w Pd. 12 Bontted. One 
Oil me W (50i). 16 Camden's Ransom 
ErBunfl. 10 ran. 3*1. O. 8. 2, U 
Hunwodw at «« Talto Et10. 

£t!ao^2lO. EZ20. OF. £4450 Trio: 
CIXBOCSF: OCX incase £171 
2* ®) 1. SWEET VMSPER {J QiJnn, 
Sit: 2. NoOte SpW (O OHaO,10-1); 3. 
Random (C Ha^telay. WN. 

13-fi tev Nameme Tune_( PW. W MOHMo 
Mister rami. 8 LevWhen »4ycrpry («i). 6 
ran it a, nk. 12L 10L K McAmAb 4T 
tamboum. Tote £10 W. £300. £2.70 DP. 
£30.70 CSF £15045. 

3.00 {5ft 
7-2). ' 




[LUDiOW 


\0WOUMKM 


101201 
102 202 
103 203 
122 222 


m. 7 Cento WhtgpoL WWta 16 
Hatoert (Wi). » 

BeBPom. 10 ran 2I.2L M. VLlgL WGM 
Turner a Stertnme. Tote: EE60; G60. 
CTia 040. DF: £7700 Trio. SlOSto- 
CSF £0636 Trtcesc BB2Q34. 

aJDOw w i. cwu?wt gg-,cyy.*-i)j 

TS5i^f4iW,^Arafi» 

Tno: £13 40. CSF- £7.71. 
TnCSSC £T8 JO- , 

JsrtdWt i not won fiyot ^Cgn g^l 
Cttmed ternord to LucSow Sxlay). 
Pteeepot £1^43.10- 

Hereford 

Oointflwwy 

12.45 (2m I' Well- £ 

BO-l^ALSO ran- 7-2 TenttesM (401). 11 


Batasn XiriMl tjxft. 12 AbelDCit (aj), Give 
Ate Hope ffii).16 tea Magic &). S* 
tVwriy, W Oadtente (cw), 60 Lest 
Acpeerenea. OwpateenN. ShadcMAard. 18 
mn 3.3.2*J, 1S. 71. M Pipo a# Weengroa 
Tote: £220; £1.10 £240, £1350. OF: 
£3.70. CSR £1057. 

1.15 Cm <ti) 1, MAGGOTS GREEN (R 

Farrant 7-2); Z Oman Clianca (R tAr- 

woody. 20-1); 3. Mdor CuiJB Row*. 8-1). 

ALSO RAN: fih4 tw Wtea ®ft)> 4 KnteN In 

sue, sum Mm (fieri, 25 BuB>hbj«i). 7 
ran. Nfl. Genorovo Scd, Wlte fcteGar. S. 
3K1.71K 31J Bradtey a Chepsnw. Tata: 
tSSO. £2.(0. £5.10. OF: &4JS0 Trio: 
E32B0. CSF: £48^. TricaeC £427.19. 

1.4 6 pm 11 110yd eh) 1. MAN OF 
UYSTEHY (D BMJwater. 6* teft.2. 
C afcha paray IS Eartr, 4-1)^ NnaMwr 
8ay (/t Mntra, 9-1), AtSO WfiTW 
Iffimar Miftm (■»). 8 Ptowdar Bey 

Davie* a Chatenham. Tata: £2.70; £1.80, 

n.60. OF’£6 DO-CSF: £7/47. 

2.16 (&n Hilda) 1. ELAHETULLY (Peter 
Hobbs, 7-2); 2. TooSh*p (J Oabwna, 13-EL 
faA3.NICBara(yn{MrT5apli«wn. 1^1). 
ALSO RAN: 4 RhwnJng Pres* ftxri, 14&4ic 

Bridge. 20 Aria* Qatesv), nosathal (380. 
25 Sara Ojwi (404,33 MMOsa Baa. 50 
Mfetraas Mrs (6th)- 10 iM. 3,29, -Ml S. 
1 KL P.HeoBs a Mnehaal Tote: £420. 
El .40. El 60, £200 OF: £3.80. CSF; (9.75. 

2A5 (Bn ttj 1, QALAOAM5S (B Fmel, 


v 1, EOWBOURQ 
4; 2, P|eM Prtrw 


fwPhWMV 

BJM*. 1 

CSR £49.44. 

8.18 (Zm 11 

Oafaome, M3 .. , . . 

Procter. 5-1): 3. GoteOngo (R Daw, 13-21 
AlSOTiAM -18 DonrefsTcken (Bte), Kteg's 

ShOn. 20 Meoacu tUftl, 25 QBRte’a Add 

fflHi), to Haw A Rany m. 8 ran. NR: Mas 
tq&L BL 712»l«. Itt M«H KW» M 
vatm. Tow ci 7a. cm £i.4Q. fl sa 
0F: 35). Trio: £4.40 CSF: £4 J8. Trieaat 
«n 

Ptecapot £39,70. 


Riverside 


By Julian Muscat 

RIVERSIDE Boy. second in 
last year’s Coral Welsh Nat¬ 
ional hardened significantly 
for this year's renewal after 14 
horses accepted at the six-day 
stage yesterday. Martin 
Pipe's charge is now the 94 
favourite to strengthen his 
trainer's grip on this handi¬ 
cap chase, which he has woo 
four times in the hst five 
years. Pipe saddled the fust 
four home 12 months ago. 

Also wen backed with the 
sponsors yesterday was Cool 
Ground, who interrupted 
Pipe's sequence when he 
landed this race in 1990 when 
trained by Ree Akeburst 
Now with David Elsworth. 
Cool Ground is expected to 
torn out at Chepstow on 
Tuesday in preference to the 
King George VI Chase, for 
which he is also dedared. 

Cool Ground dispates sec¬ 
ond favouritism at 9-2 with 
Party Politics. Corals then 
bet 11-2 Indian Tonic. 10-1 
Merry Master. 12-1 Stirrup 
Cup. J4-J others. The Ann 
also reported further King 
George support yesterday for 
Young Hustler, who is 
quoted af 7-2 alongside Bar¬ 
ton Bank. The Fellow re¬ 
mains 9-4 favourite. 

Party Politics beat River¬ 
side Boy by five lengths at 
Chepstow earlier this month. 
On that occasion Party Poli¬ 
tics gave 21b to Riverside Boy. 
but should the top-weight 
Chatam drop out as expected, 
then Party Politics mil head 
the handicap and concede 
221b to Riverside Boy. 

“We meet Riverside Boy on 
worse terms but we were 
conceding him plenty of 
weight when we won the 
Greenafls Gold Cup at 
Haydock last season.” Nick 
Gasdee. the trainer of Party 
Politics, said. “1 wouldn't 
swap him,” 

A maximum of five will 
face the starter for the Christ¬ 
mas Hurdle at Kempton. also 
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King Credo seeks to redeem his reputation in the Christinas Hurdle at Kempton 


on Tuesday, when King Cre¬ 
do attempts to atone for his 
fall in the Bula Hurdle last 
time. Among those dedared 
are Halkopous and Muse, 
respectively second and third 
in that Chdlenham contest 
On the same day David 


Nicholson has a strong hand 
in die feature race at 
Wetherby. foe Casfieford 
Chase: Nicholson has de¬ 
clared Viking Flagship. Wa¬ 
terloo Boy and Wonder Man 
as possible opponents for 
Sybillm and Deep Sensation. 


CORAL WELSH NATIONAL (Grade B: 
handteap chase. £23,074: 3m 51 11 CM) 
(14 sft-aay acceptor*} 

Chatam teamed M PpeV Cool Grand (D 
Etewonh); Cythere (J Gifford). FkJcDcte P*» 
(Mrs n Hrrwareon). Indian Tome (N 
T-mston-Oanes): Many Master (R Arrriy- 
tage); Mr Boston (Mrs M RmM; Paty 
Ftoffics (N Gasdee): Ftonkfa Boy (M 
Pipe). Rote® BaB (M Pipe): Butos (B 
Smart). Stolon Abbey (F Msphy); Stonp 
Cup (C Egarton): VMfekxd (Mrs J Pitman). 



THUNDERER 

12.40 KortveMa King 2.1Q San Lorenzo 

IIOTesekkuraderim 2>W TOUR LEADER (nap) 

i.io lesewoireoenm 3.10Lasto«hev(kings 

7.40 Wrtl Briefed 3.40 Auto Pilot 

The Times Private KandScapper’s top rating: 1.40 LDOMO PIU. 


GOING: GOOD TO SOFT 


SIS 


12.40 TANNERS MAHZANIUA NATIONAL HUNT NOVICES HURDLE 

{E1.914: an) (18 nmners) 

(ft PmdwD B Pm 4-11-10. 


13-111 WVANA PRICE 16 ( 

15412 KUMXnmG 13 (DJF^IHmW UU) 0 MteOhte 6-1J-4... 

M> BOX OF DOJanS 18 (MLIliyjBDtetti 5-10-12_ 

03008- WOFRKKN 306 QMs W kttdag C Jams 5-10-12._ 

3 COMBMMM19 (0 WchDlssn} 0 Mctnten 5-16-12_ 

OO QME ON OWOE13 (S Eton) MEUto 4-15-12_ 

MO COffirnOBDIB (TEM^DBrnto 4-10-12.. 


raw fCNRS (htoU BotofiT foBte V19-12- 

0- GLBfTPWg 259 (UM S mfMu g) M Itteacun 510-12- 
50P KM6 RUST 46 (0 Bren) R BreM 510-12. 


101 
IK 

103 

104 

105 

106 

107 
10B 

108 
110 
111 
112 
118 

114 

115 
118 

117 

118 

BETTNfi: 7-4 Mnn Prton. 2-1 KsrMto On 5-1 Tite Da Bnchton, 1M Com tote. 12-1 DaSra 
Trate. 14-1 Cuncdnav Owtow, IB-1 MBS Rock Mn Mien. 2M otoas. 

1B9S OATS RE68ETB 4-10-12 M RtowriJ (3-1) test M tolgni IB tel 


l>aai£ im Ductott evwnante) T Foolir 5-10-12. 

08 nwxnJB«Z7(palRSMK(glCT Rstof6-1<M2_ 

4/22*0? BOCW MM 641 (tesM Greta) 6 BtoMB 7-10-12- 

SOTO* SUPS) SHMP 48(fl] (Us 5 CMs«CBr«d 510-12. 


1-23 T74*IHEBUOam21(B)(ftWteoajTTknroJanenm 
0 THE SHAW TIWJB) 14 (Mn R POnat) N Dtofen-OatB 4-10-12- 

5 FORT RANK 273 (PiyfaJRfiM 5157- 

(SO- lMRBGTS tf)27BMiPMgtftJ5|)eariB95lD-7. 


- TWMB 

- AteBM BB 

DUndHlffl - 

- UrEJanxB [7) 70 
_ I8G Hogaa (7) 87 

-AOTiaoi - 

-PHofcy 78 

-BPmrd - 

_. flDumwody - 

_ Mjtoilten - 

N Mtonor 

— RFam(3) te 
-JBsst - 

, _ jacad Qtoar — 
_ SSotoEccta 90 
-CUsmBto - 

-fiQate (7) - 

-Witator - 


FORM FOCUS 


WVANA PRICE be* Wrist Lusts 71 )n 12- 

nnar rants torts. Ins (2m 9 iiM. am) to 

0( 5 B WWl 


•sn). KONVKTA KM6 2KI 2ed 


tapmto to nodes Burts M 

v» 


(1151 


Kqstrt On. heavy) 

i oe) 121 94 Pwv 


MM Mr Anit 1# In 20flmr nodes torts 

M Hntontoi flra TiOyd. good ta eXQ »«i take 

THE BUS^UN iCte Mb oB) StSiloL COCY 


ROM) 13 M of 24 to ifissr Mm to MtoM 
Hirt Ha rats X Hetouv Om lioyd. good) wife 
KW0 BUST Ued * ROCKY PA* Best Mori 9 
ad of 10 to Satren Lane to oom Bams s 
LsicsstB (2ra. gmfi) to Osc 91. TH&TK BUCK- 
SK W 13 2nd cMl to Jzztah n rarin tutto to 
Locator (2a good to a* on PH s l flBito tort 
Srtdta KGnGektA 


1-10 TANNBIS SAUVNMON CONDTITOIML JOCKEYS SEU1NG 
HANDICAP HURDLE (£1,837:2m 5f110yd) (20 runners) 


201 1222-44 MSS EOUUA128 (6) (Urtb Ppe tete 04) V Plot 7-IM0. 

202 3RO-484 FtWHEAW8S«E2B(Brr«(MEs«wa*)BPaw511-5. 

288 B08412- WfAL QWDS 302 fS) 1? HiXO P Hto 4-11-4- 

204 O4O60S PR0VER3S 08%. 7 (I IMcM G Bstotog 8-11-4- 

205 0330-45 EMILY SAEEff 7 (FS) (6&B*rr)Pim 7-11-0- 


TOscorebs 04 
. MHQrton 97 

- Pteat 92 

Sfta 82 


l«f|an (M ryS p 90 

208 4-02252 SWOMHWBPffiW ^(toMBwOiteI*siws«JSostodr5)0-12 JTwomy 97 

207 324352 6AJSJlfl®{itontawlS03Bto4-lM--- Uwfcwmffl 86 

208 B58550 TBMPORME49(F.&S)(TBetortKBute7-104)-toJUdas 9B 

ffl 

710 

711 
212 


40VHI CABfOPO GRL10 pfSIP Cartas)WBMTanaD-10-9-RDrtS - 

4W4^3 LEauLWIi 19«(MsUSananjOfiaoBS5158-ROWS 96 

3422-34 IBSOSjnBBW IB (Bf) (M Borcaton) WCMf 6-10-8-RhnSK 98 

34-0002 (TS MOT MY FAULT 7 fCDS) (R fttos) 0 WWls 5157_WUnton g 

218 »2«ra0 fRBOLY fEUXW Ifi (BfJ ’ttoWrO P mm 3-l(tt-DCTSttoao 90 

214 Qft4444> IMWSBABY2SF(V«(Uaaw4Vtotfo«PE«ns5-KM-OUsrart BB 

215 0-0432$ NEW5U1SMAN61 (R8»wB)CBaaM510-1-Bastes 92 

218 342 04KU0Y19(TLHQ) l Jsrto5104)- LDscs 90 

217 4030-50 TWJBSFOKTHEQFfEH 38 0 Janes) l tons 5lM-Gtor Lotto 92 

218 POMPP S0L5TT LAO IS (8LP.EL3) (B StoWB) 6 Stows 10-100-M SWOO - 

210 KT250Q SUUYAN 23 (B Godnr) P Pitdad 5lM-MKMMNBt - 

228 605400 M6fia*12(M(rTnto)U(3tonw5MW)_..:-SLyoB 79 

Load tendora: Urtetalaafitr 9-11. Sokrt IsS 64. Mtort 55. &o 6am 01 

BEnwfi: il-2 rsNM Iff FBto 7-1 ttsEpte. Santo WWW, 51 LsgB ton. rraUwadcnm, 10-1 tt)» 
(Mfer-12-’ RvHradY*tea rim/MOms. 14-1 GatedfiM. PrwmsOW. 151 Mare 
1892: HBOWK) 9-11-2 D Uarty (IH) P Jaras 14 rai 


FORM FOCUS 


GR 

LOW 


SPANSH WH6PER a 2nd af 20 to Stop FM to 

«K*e» Isrts a Casridc pm a. oood) 
B aa nMS to Mete n ebtoww 
(flMta%m)rthCADra«) 
‘ lSJTBimTmaULYfH.- 

. ... ._. 41 BDL 

LEGAL (MN 1413rd oi 14 to QrtsMMr to scAs 
to Efltor (Bn 21, good). ITS NOT UY FAULT 41 


end dbom (( 
m MBr offl 
(38) bottor at) 


2nd at iS to Santo ta altaB Ittrtctt Iwrtto a 

Eatt (2re 2L tmy) Mto &RLY BREEZE (50 
Mrs OH 1W) 54b- NEW STATESMAN 2»l 2ad 

d S to Brtig Mtoh to seftis nodes luto (Mr 

cawa art dons (good} on penrtira stti 
amxjf « aw of T» apb c»r r sater a 
, a “ 

Sataere 


1.40 TANHB1S CHAMPAGNE HANDICAP CHASE 

(£2,968:2m 4t) (5 nroi^ 

301 FPSW5 PLATREAVZ7(B.CDA5 W»*Cures niWatonsla)TFoott9-11-10 CUetoBfll 88 

302 WSkVL HEN KALS419 (OJAS) W» S SMtt) A Jam 12-U-8-RBrtwr 94 

423322 LIIOMO P6J B (P[fi) (C Spoae) A Sana* 0-1010- 


303 __ 

304 HB3B& WELL BBSS) 20 (BF.F) (P Jonas) R Bulla MO-9 
366 144342 RDPPISIB(F.G) (CHagrtUOB(mnMM_„ 


_ imu 8 

Bftwl 90 
WWoBteUtn 90 


BETraiB: 2-1 Wte Mtoo. 54 LVcbb Pto, 7-2 PlB ta>. M MptBB. 51 Um Hahn 
1602: ajCWNSHAM BATE 510-3 R Doswad? (51)0 &rt}Ba IS rai 

FORM FOCUS 


PUT HOY 441 501 rf fi to. 


GW to 


Mod cfaa a tHMao a?Sfi7oRl good 
to 30®. NEW HAtanS * rt 5 to Mm a 
Uyteq ta (asfao dose * Kntad ( 2 m it. 

Koilo SS’laad 2nd of 4 it Thridxr Rock to 


temfic ap daa a Harian AMW On B, affl. 
WBi. BREFS) 212nd of 15 (a Eriwaid Sun a 
norite Mop cbsB a www 
RUPfUS7l2nda7nS(kiR)n 
Un-pa fltod to Brail. 

Sanat WB1 BBKD pui) 


2.10 TANNOS WHIES NOVICES CHASE (£3,534:2m) (4 runners) 


401 573221 SAN UtRBGD 27 (FAS) (f Mg) KBUair 511-10.. 


N WRantMo B5 
RDuanoW 85 


402 443512 TUMRWBrt 27 (D^AgWtaJMHtntaon 511-8____ „ 

403 P-aaFF SrWQFTWS^ 15^^(UtkBtoCorogte^OifcWao7-11-0 Akbrtre © 

*04 4MS2-0 Affltv MODS. LAW 19 (Wto t MdCadM) A J Mm 7-1M_ DMpuar 89 

BEIrtR 54 Sat (MSP, 1W Sv O TU GtoL 11-4-Trtif FaWe. 151 Ajm (JOT- 

109% OBtAB (-11-6 If (Wads (7-4 ta] S Snood 15 is 


FORM FOCUS 


SAN LORENZO Mi TUDOR SABLE (88> bader eft 

B la 7-nnw nories date N Tamm (2m 3L 

oaod)- Pwtoish maid HUB ta 

rarin use t Wafear pn good). luUR FA- 
BLE beat James Tte 1W Inllknw navies 

dan attatM pn, gted) an peraUnttB sol 


STAR OF THE 6LEN tea icom eftrt rind 3ttl 

tog at 6 to Eou WB PdttB to IttHtoap cuss to 

Sktotod i( no* moo to fcty. tm* 

M0ta.lAW4J2ndo(6l0GjUpitosiniB*(ca 
dm to HtofoO aa oaocQjon ptertmto attt 
StoedtoftSTOQFTpnigr 


2.40 TANNERS CLARET NOVICES HANDICAP HURDLE 

(£1,480:2m 5f 110yd) (18 runners) 


3540IQ- UASTROSO (3lF ® 94 bT ftstor) R Johutn Hpirtten512-0_AUnto 90 

040441 SlriON JOSSU 25 (Mrs G Mcftm) T Rratt 511-3._NQM-RMCR - 

P064Q6 V8GAROF8RAY9(The ClericPzrtnaskfp) GBridtog511-1_SfUtosm B9 

224 TOURLEAOBIZ7 (PJonas)RDutor4-11-1_BPora* £ 


08660- SLBERRY 98F (KoMck RectoBl S GOKW 4-10-11 
1AM6 REfORALia 18fi(SMAE)JlUIre510-7. 
835 kMRIC SOCEIY 336 (WKlni^RUe 5104- 
SOB R23RU- BJTELR)245(MteNCoops)PHNbte8-10-2 


509 8(00044) STUMff SWAN 16 (R Mtaf) R Me* 7-10-1_ 

510 O064U2 AUCE9ami3OtoJEckto)B&k1ir6l0-l_ 

5)1 065054 3TEMJN0 BUO( 9 (E YWflr) G Y&tof 510-0_ 

512 400502 ALRSHAR 9 (R Brtrtanrth) 0 Gsdeito 5UMJ_ 

513 040403 CARAGH BUDGE 12 (P Uorttlj] £ BUtBq’ 610-0- 


— RDWWOtfr B3 

-8 Eato 90 

-Rftaane 92 

PtotrHottfl 86 

— VY HumpKaya 80 
DMUwm(9 
_ WUcFMtnd 98 

-PHolay 91 

-flSoppM ** 

— Wlfareton 

— RDwtop) 79 


514 PP4P0P RUSTIC RJGHT IB (The Figtt Caoiecfian) R EcNey 610-0_ 

515 056065 DOCTORDUHUi38 (ItoVUttlQ UtVVM51IH)_ 

516 VP CAUra»A6AH19MiC0totta)R0idte5i(m_ 

517 48OTP- Lamwi fflKCESS 256 (J NeftlOT) J Meadwn 7100_ 

518 OOP4P ffiOUBA 10B(BterawItonsItoNAyaU5150-GqplMfi(7) - 

L0I« iteMfcra Atoritt 510. CiQtoi BridOB 58. tone Fort 9-7. Onto Dirtto 9-1, Cmpdrn Agan 511, 
Lanmei ftweass 8-7, Crerti B-fl. 

BEtTOlft 7^ ItoBtoto 51 Tar Irate. 7-1 Afc» Smafc, 51 War or Bra». 10-1 Atari*. Uriw Sock*. 
12-1 Unto fan M-f Caeofi 6rids% ®to tea Strtng Buck, i6-l Btteny. Stormy Sraa. 20-1 ataea. 

1992: CAE HCBC ALONE 511-2 C UnreBjP (52 tod N Gteeta 17 rn 

FORM FOCUS 


fAASTROS0112nd of 10 to Satatee ta ntota 
(udle to Itarimftn 5t good ip (ton) tori sen- 
art TOUR LEACB114541 «i af 13 to Nobtaly n 
rate torte to Tartan (2m H onod). Pir*tedy 
ta taid to B u JtAs Senfi* in ntrtce tarta to 
Aempton Qm a. mod ta fern). 

REJSSALte lfl« 4to BI14 to (ttntote to 
rafce lirtto M Hsatefi) (2m It ooafl on peouto- 
mtoa toaL ALICE SMUH Ztol auoM4 to 6ort in 


rate tortta) tovdto to Itonton ( 3 m 11091 

S to 9Q(IVALTtSHAR*l 2nd o( 13 to Projacrs 
In notocc landtap famfla to Htonfdr (2m. 
art art S1BU« BUW (4to War toft autei 
»d WAR OF BRAY (« btote ofl 2KI 00L 
CARAGH BADGE 91 M to 12 to Atogata ta 
rate lartoo todto to Donater (tan llOyd, 


CAAA8HBRD6E 


3-10 TANNERS CHARDONNAY NOVICES HANDICAP CHASE 

(£2,996:3m) (15 runners) 


BDl 2122-31 UA5TH1JDLSON18 fCO/J) (Mb E fU*tri 0 Nktatan 512-0- 
682 2P4-1F4 UR Tim£ TATTLE 19(6jr.F)(ttsJNMaA)K6tob9 7-11-9— 
803 064515 PETTY BRDfS21 (D^£^1(C8 R Boofm) A JtolteHI-6.- 

504 220-S24 REAL PROGRESS 48 (5 (* StanW) PHOtto 511-4- 

505 3P4SU4 BALLY PARSON 18 (6 Hecbf) J QlQ> 7-1510___ 

506 00029- JOUY JAUNT 215 OrtJHapanflUWBtaui 5104_ 

507 8P60-3F RUBKS BOY 13 R(J Cottef)S Stewod 7-157- 

GOB D054XF RANT UM IB (F) (D itetta) F Jartn 7-10-6. 


-AAbprt 98 

- KYMtemn BB 
RBrtBmr B5 


IW r l Kto te 90 
— H Dales 97 

-SEato - 

. MRUaniz B 

.... — RSwpto 87 

GOB 2154PS OBT OF HONOR IS (VJ)} (BMatoe) Rlaa 5150-RBreena 88 

610 mP/P freAFTSlTM1B(S)0**RBratenbf»)MtR0BrtnlMy5l(M) Bylrtf?) - 

611 ITMF3 LASTOFIHRWttDS 10 p Neearen) J Hu&m 5104)-—-H Darts (3) B3 

612 OfWW PWLVLEflACY63S9*ssArt»«»BABnW(l9l04)_D“ " 

613 506434 STAPLffORD LADY 19 (Gramfe ibrrtnfl Ittteg} R Mmtag 5104). W 

614 05062 UttAYANGOU)27(testHU)Kflttop5150..BPtaw* 98 


615 OOWP5 NEW FftOSLGH 16 Mb R ttmtog) H Wnwg 51(H)-C 

Lons aatete Puffs U guy 515 Stertcrt Lrt 510. Luearen Soto 510. tte» Pnrtvn 510. 

BETnS: 51 MB* Joban. 51 Ik To* ItoPa. 51 Stotji Fwi. 5i Pay Bnmr. 10-1 Aeto ftoves^ ArtB 
Boy. 12-1 Oetf O Honor, uartratoras. 14-1 Mt Jul 151 eom. 

1992 NO CORRESPQNDMB RACE 

FORM FOCUS 


MAS7B1JOLSON ttto Sta* Age ® ta S-ruiw 
nmices tqndcap toon mot coux and disana 
(OOPd (0 Irm), rtffi DKT OF HOWUR (109) 

off) 2*518. WWT U« M 2o^OT^®GE 
bra BoP Waevtl 41 in 5ntonar noeca chsat to 
SantocD (3m lihuL gM to ate w p*raOm» 
start REAL PROGRESSiW Zod to 9 to Abu 
Matab to note (tea to SBattoa (2m 5f IIM, 
Good to (mi) ae paojHnafe sal CSV OF H»- 


OW M 3 ML RUBMS BOY 8) M 01 13 IP 

PqrjHs Pa (n rates nrafleap ctea to Waee- 

ter can 4 1 nan. good) on pewtbmtoe start. 
LAST0FIHEV8WGS 5H) 3rd oM2 to Vrara m 
rates hmcap ctea at HeretartQm K rtOfL 
QOM to WQ), «6l MR TITTLE TATTuE fltt) WVSi 
08 ) 19 48l UICAYAN GOLD 19 2nd pi 12 to 

Lcntoqr to* ta antes Hardtop chaat a Tartar 

pm, pood). MR TRUE TATTLE fell to 2nd. 
StoBCtelASTOnTCVBONGG 


3.40 TANNERS CAVA NATIONAL HUNT PLAT RACE 

(£1,308:2m) (18 runners) 


2 AUTO P&OT?l (C Carty) Ms J (fcttee-Bama 511-2- 

0- Bfi BAD 1WLF25B (A Ftoter) JEdwth 511-2._ 

BBS STRAND (EJtottjNnpe 4-11-2_ 

CLOSE OP RAY (Ms RttntoVB) I Uwp 4-11-2- 

4 EVEN BLUE 11 (Ms C Btadd ItoCBtaOr 5>1-2- 

RAPJACX LAD (H SttBlar) N TnjttMtonr 4-11-2- 

nOTT® (Iks) QrtaQ Ite i Prtte 51i-2_ 


SRto(7) - 
WJ (Art*! - 


l/MM {Ms R Wgors) T Gaorgo 511-2_ 


-TDaoconrtff) 

-MBitogofltn 

- UrD UcCata (51 

-MrM Fttni (7} 

-LffVtare(7) 

teCVtoora (7) 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
6 
9 
to 
11 
12 

13 

14 

15 
1G 

17 

18 

SETTW 51 Airt ntal 52 00 Send 51 KhDBHL S«*9 Ufft 51 Ftaplrt Ud. 0i9«B UO, 12-1 tteon 
tom 151 &5 Bad me, £m Bfae. 20-1 otaes 

ISte: VMSIUN6 BUCK 5159 Ur C Bnmrt-Rlas 12-1 tat) R Rote 17 on 

FORM FOCUS 


MA90UI EXPRESS (IrtSo Sarras ftactafi) G Batatag 511-2.-ROMs (3) 

50 NUte tom 4(RWUomuJBteor5-11-2—_RftnatoP) 

QRSBei LAO (flWrWPHodtR 4-u-2._- CQdntti 

SWflNG UGHT (II* Datoqr tortl D Ndrtssn 511-2-H Ufttey (7) 

SPfittB*U«ARON (8 moo J Mote 511-2.-6* late (7) 

BOUfwa.01 Sorted CB*wfl 5M-U-MrUchadWteP) 

RWaufl®(C«RBOn0on) A tone 51511-WMaston 


LONE MUFdte A Bmrt rts A Baja 5T0-11 — 
0 MSS PAISAS 12 (IRRSbrtffRFiss) 51511.. 
WATeaaw(RPo0d)TfleBgo5-iMi- 


A StaOasjteJS (7} 

-RDatta(7} 

- MHnrtpn 


AUTO PICT neck 2nd to 22 ta Lead Vwatofl in 

Nawal itn Fi« cu to Hataotaa (as hOrI, 
• 10 sort). 

WiOBi oi 21 to ta* Ktasnat to 



MSS PALBWX 38> 140) to 17 Id 
abn to Italiorai Hrt FH oca to Dpncnte 
On TiOwLDoaft. 

NUNS car 2D1H St cM4 to twtaln 
Ktata ta (tafinto Hjto FK raca war cons and 
(tent (grad to Brin) on pamOmae start. 
Satacftn: AUTO rahT 


COURSE SPECIALISTS 


wm& 

SShenreod 
N Henaesod 
Mfte 
0 Kdrtspn 
KWh 
Mrs j pfriBi 


♦ta 

fc*S 

% 

JOCKEYS 

WhhJ 

Rite 

% 

7 

?1 

J92 

B Psttefi 

6 

IB 

333 

5 

M 

773 

S sate toa 

4 

14 

2B.fi 

15 

W 

77.1 

r fXrwwOr 

15 

54 

27K 

15 

GO 

RD 

M Stuarts 

4 

15 

767 

9 

<1 

72.0 

J fraa 

s 

27 

222. 

5 

■2) 

m 

M A FjCjstod 

3 

14 

21.4 


□ Edimbourg. trained by Henrietta Knight stretched his 
unbeaten sequence this season to five in the Rosemary Handicap 
Hurdle at Hereford yesterday. The 13-8 on favourite made all the 
running to beat Djebd Prince by eight lengths, and may now be 
rested. “1 suppose I will have to look at the race he is in at 
Newton Abbot on Boxing Day. but I am inclined to give him a 
holiday. He wont go chasing until next season, "his trainer said. 


Eubank’s 
new year 
scheme 
to double 
his money 

By Srikumar Sen 

BOXING CORRESPONDENT 

CHRIS Eubank, who has 
made £4 million our of boxing 
after eight years in the game, 
hopes to earn more than that 
amount again in 1994. Con¬ 
tests with Nigel Benn. the 
World Boxing Council super- 
iruddleweigfcr champion, and 
James Toney, who holds the 
Internationa] Boxing Federa¬ 
tion belt, might bring him 
around £5 million. 

Barry Hearn. Eubank’s pro¬ 
moter, said yesterday that 
having earned ES50.000 from 
the return bout with Benn. 
Eubank would be asking for 
three times that amount for 
Benn-Eubank III. The bout 
would be held at Wembley 
Stadium on June 4 and a 
crowd of 70.000 would be 
expected. For the contest 
against Toney. Eubank would 
be seeking £ZS million. 

Eu bank's first engagement 
of the year will be in Berlin 
against Crariano Bocrighiani 
on February 5. thanks to 
special permission from the 
World Boxing Organisation, 
which has agreed to let 
Eubank meet the German 
before making a mandatory' 
defence against Ray Close, of 
Northern Ireland, the No 1 
challenger. 

Dose will be given his 
chance at the end of May or 
early April That will be 
followed by the bout with 
Benn or Toney, depending 
which of the American pro¬ 
moters. Dan King, who pro¬ 
motes Benn, or Bob Arum, 
comes up with the most 
money. At present. Hearn 
appears to be in dispute with 
King over the terms of their 
contract. Hearn believes that 
since Eubank drew with Benn 
in October, he is free to 
renegotiate. “There was noth¬ 
ing in foe contract about a 
draw." he said. 

Hearn said that as Toney 
had been “very vitriolic” about 
Eubank’s mother and father, 
Eubank would like to put 
Toney in his place. “The 
options are endless." 

Eubank said that he intend¬ 
ed to do better in his next bout 
with Benn. “I look forward to 
doing the job more aggressive¬ 
ly next time." he said. "Nigel is 
a very difficult man to beat 
when he’s switched an. 1 
would endeavour to be vi¬ 
cious. 1 shall work according 
to my game plan and punch 
correctly and foe knockout 
will come." 

Eubank, whose last two 
contests have both ended as 
draws, appears to have 
changed his mind about foe 



JEubaztic title tasks 

importance of winning. The 
man who sneered at the 
importance of taking part — 
“How can they say that?" he 
said CTree. "It’s not the taking 
part it's the winning... I 
think 1 am different because I 
am a winner. We must encour¬ 
age victory”—now thinks foe 
best result is a draw. 

Talking of his last contest 
with Benn, he said yesterday: 
“I had a fight. I didn't win and 
1 didn’t lose. I just got paid. 1 
wish I could have a few more 
like foal 1 wish 1 was lucky 
enough and calculating 
enough and clever enough to 
a draw each time. It would 
far more beneficial than 
beating him or losing to him. 

“People are going to turn up 
seven days a week to see Benn- 
Eubank. regardless whether 
we win. lose or draw. God 
willing, next time well have 
another draw. I’m a business¬ 
man first and foremost. The 
name of the game is.finance.” 
□ Nicky Piper yesterday had 
his second attempt at a world 
title confirmed a year after 
losing foe first attempt, 
against Nigd Benn for the 
W8C super-middleweight 
crown. Hie Welshman will 
meet Leonzer Barter, from 
Detroit, for the WBO light- 
beavywdgftt title in Cardiff on 
January 29. 

It is nor certain whether 
Rank Warren's show will be a 
double Welsh tide assault 
because WBA flyweight cham¬ 
pion David Griman. of Vene¬ 
zuela. is still stuggling to 
recover from an armUgament 
injury and his proposed bout 
with Robbie Regan has not yet 
be® signed. 
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Displ ays of petulance mar magnificent year for European Tour’s leading golfer 

Montgomerie must win hearts 

[UVtOCANNOMH 
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Europe in the golf season that 
has just ended. We shall 
consider Jater whether or not 
to bury him. 

Montgomerie has come so 
for so fast it is a surprise to 
discover that in 1986 he was 
stQI a student at Baptist Univ¬ 
ersity in Houston, Texas, 
where he got a degree in 
business management and 
law. After he had turned 
professional in the autumn of 
1987 he banded out business 
cards that read: “Colin S 
Montgomerie BA. European 
Tour Golf Professional". 

To have become No 1 in 
Europe in only his sixth full 
season is quick. It took Nick 

Faldo seven years to reach that 
position. Bernhard Langer. 
nine, and Ian Woosnam. 11. 
though Jos6 Marfa Olarfbal 
did it in his first season as a 
professional. Montgomerie, 
who was 30 last June, is at 
present ranked fourteenth in 


‘He needs a grain 
of humility to 
enter his soul, a 
smile to brighten 
his features, an 
equanimity to be 
evident in his 
manner on course’ 


the world. “What impresses 
me about Colin is that he 
drives the ball so wefl," Dave 
Marr, the former US PGA 
champion who is now a golf 
commentator for BBC tele¬ 
vision. said. 

“It is easy to say that he is a 
left-to-right hitter, which he is. 
But I am impressed at how 
well he draws the ball from the 
tee when he wants to. In the 
three years I have been watch¬ 
ing him he has improved so 
much. He is in his prime now. 
The years between 30 and 38 
are when he should have a 
feast" 

Montgomerie’s year to end 
all years began slowly, though 
he was second in the Johnnie 
Walker Asian Classic behind 
his hero, Faldo, and m fife 
Volvo PGA behind Bernhard 
Langer. In between these 
events he was second in the 
Scottish PGA, a minor 
tournament 

When he finished fiftieth in 
the Bell’s Scottish Open and 
missed the cut in the Open the 
following week. Montgomerie, 
never one to avoid basking 
in sdf-pity. began to sulk 


John Hopkins believes the Scot 
will gain due recognition only 
when he learns to curb his temper 


to himself at his lack of 
success. 

Not for long, though. Seven 
days after Norman’S conqu est 
of Sandwich, Montgomerie 
achieved his third victory as a 
professional. Helped by pow¬ 
erful driving that was so 
straight he missed only one 
fairway in his last two rounds, 
he took the Dutch Open by (me 
stroke. 

More good performances 
followed as his confidence 
rose, including a fine Ryder 
Cup, when he and Faldo won 
2h points our of a possible four 
and he beat Lee Janzen in the 
singles. Montgomerie was 
dominant and dogged in win¬ 
ning the Volvo Masters in 
October and his record-break¬ 
ing season was concluded fast 
Sunday when he came fourth 
in the Johnnie Walker world 
championship in Ja mai ca. 

Montgomerie, then, can 
play a bit It is relevant to ask 
whether he can also behave. 
P. G. Wodehouse observed 
that he had no difficulty in 
distinguishing between a ray 
of sunshine and a Scotsman 
with a grievance. He might 
have been talking of 
Montgomerie who, on golf 
courses around the world, 
often appears to harbour not 
just one, but half a dozen 
grievances. 

Just when you want to tike 
Montgomerie, to admire his 
velvet touch on the greens, be 
swayed by his articulate 
charm, he sends these good 
intentions to all points of the 
compass with a display, of 


be demonstrated by a small 
child. 

It was a colleague on these 
pages who wrote mischievous¬ 
ly of Montgomerie before the 
Ryder Cup: “... no longer the 
baity of the family since his 
wife, Eimear, gave birth last 
March”. 

The demonstrations of 
Montgomerie’S temper have 
been thick and fast He verbal- 
ty abused a woman bail- 
spotter in die Toyota World 
Match Play Championship at 
Wentworth. The previous 
week he had hardly been a 
paragon after Scotland^ de¬ 
feat by Paraguay.-in file 
Dunhill Cup. In the fourth 
round in Jamaica, where he 
plummeted from three strokes 
behind Larry Mize, the even¬ 
tual winner, to 12 strokes 
behind after his worst round 
of the week, there was a lot of 
tutting and strutting, growling 
and glaring. 

“Weve all got pressures in 
our work." John Simpson. 
Montgomerie’s manager, said 
in an attempt to explain away 
his client’s behaviour. “We all 
have our flashpoints, whether 
it's a telephone not working or 
a hold booking that should 
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Open season 
enjoyed by 

fly-fishermen 

nri „ r examines how changes to_ 

long-accepted w ays are supported _ 

by new developments in troutfohin g__ 
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Montgomerie shows his fine touch at the Johnnie Walker world championship in Jamaica 


have been made but hasn’t 
been. We*ve talked to Monty 
about fins and he is aware of 
it He is trying. He wrote a 
letter to that lady at Went¬ 
worth, for example, and Bern- 
hard Gallacher told me the 
other day that she has become 
one of his greatest suppor¬ 
ters." 


Perhaps it has all crane too 
quickly and too easily for 
Montgomerie, who has im¬ 
proved his position in the 
European money list every 
year. He needs a grain of 
humility to enter his soul, a 
smile to brighten his features, 
an equanimity and politeness 
to be evident in his manner on 


the golf course. Then one will 
recognise him fra - being the 
talented golfer an the fringe of 
true international stardom 
that he is. 

The world of golf is at 
Montgomerie's feet A pros¬ 
pect that exceeds, just, the size 
of his shoes. "He should be 
licking his chops for ■94," 


Marr said. Some of us, 
though, are ducking for cover 
fearing that Montgomerie's 
exposure next year as Europe’s 
leading money-winner will be 
accompanied by more of the 
tantrums of which we have 
become so heartily fed up. 
Would that he will prove us 
wrong 


in winter, instead of becom¬ 
ing spawn-bound as many 
rainbows have in the past 

Many fisheries are now 
stocking only with these 
trfptotd fish, or with female 
fish of predictable spawning 
behaviour. __________ 

The result is 
that while . 

fix winter Winter 1 

dose season 

far brown Will HC 

to ever} 

SSfrf nature 01 

Britain’s KocaH 
lake fisher- 1S Dabeu 
ies will jjj mi i 
again be 

open for i—————m 
rainbow 

trout and flyfisbennen in 
same parts of die country 
win have the opportunity to 
practise their sport at Christ¬ 
mas, fin - die first time. 

Winter flyfishing is not 
something that will appeal 
to everyone. The very nature 
of fife sport is based on 
fishing in mid-year, when 
fly hatches are most intense 
and fi>e fish are most active. 

Many anglers singly 
believe in giving the trout a 
rest Those who do decide to 
fish, how e v er, win have 
plenty of options to choose 
from. They range from die 
best biggest public lakes to 
the smallest, privately-man¬ 
aged pods. 

While noone can go to big 
lakes in muter and expect 
the kind of fishing that they 
would find in midyear, the 
average size of individual 
fish caught is likely to be 
high. The ambition of many 
reservoir bank-fishers — to 
catch a grown-on 51b rain¬ 
bow — is a possibility; 
prodded the weather is set¬ 
tled and the water tempera¬ 
ture stays above 5XX 

It is water te mp er ature , 
above all, that will dictate 
results. Cold water has two 


‘Winter fly-fishing 
will not appeal 
to everyone. The 
nature of the sport 
is based on fishing 
in mid-year.’ 


for physical speed, ami that 
a spot of mated colour can 
help attract attention, even 
in a nearstatic fly. 

Because of the effect that 
cold water has on fis h be ¬ 
haviour. finding the warm¬ 
est water in 
“ a lake is a 

priority. 

y-nshing There are 
no certain- 
appeal ties, but 
ryy. there are 
me. ine some rules 

the sport 
n fishing gf- 

-vear ’ waier-up- 

u wind m a 

“Id wind 
■ not only 

changes water temperature, 
but pushes the surface 
along, causing an accumula¬ 
tion of eithe-cold or waim 
water to pile up (Hi the 
downwind side! 

On small takes, where 
wind action may have little 
effect deep water is the 
(dace to be on a cold day. 
Less-deep water may pro¬ 
duce a hatrfi of fly on a 
sunny day. Small, spring- 
fed lakes are affected less by 
the cold than small, stream- 
fed lakes and die angler who 
knows where springs well 
up in a lake bed. and can put 
bis fly among them, may 
surprise watriiers. _ 

A note of caution is worth 
adding about these small 
waters, however, especially 
for those living in the North 
and Wales. While the - 
spring-fed lakes of the South, 
have some protection 
against the frost, and while 
lakes the size of Grafham 
are unlikely to freeze over, 
the same deafly is not true 
everywhere. 

In many areas a long, cold 
spell can mean a frozen lake 
— and the ice will stop 
fishing more effective^ than 
any keeper's keys. 


Leeds will provide serious test for Newcastle 


By Peter Bau 
and Keith Pike 

ELEVEN days ago. Newcastle United 
measured themselves against Man¬ 
chester United and emerged feeling 
quietly pleased. This evening they have 
a second, and more immediately 
relevant test of their progress with the 
visit of L e e ds United. 

For the moment, as Kevin Keegan, 
the Newcastle manager, admitted after 
the 1-1 draw at St James’ Park, the FA 
Carling Premiership leaders cannot be 
caught, even if Newcastle ultimately 
fulfil Keegan’s prophecy and at last 
give Tyneside one of the nation’s great 
powers. But if Manchester are disap¬ 
pearing over the horizon. Leeds, the 
pacemakers far the dubs pursuing a 
Uefa Cup place, are within reach, tour 
points altead of Newcastle, who have a 
game in hand. 


“Even at this early stage it's a six- 
pointer for both of us," Keegan said 
yesterday. "If we don’t want to get left 
behind we need to win something from 
this game. We have as good a chance 
as anybody of finishing second. 

“Leeds and ourselves are the two 
form sides at the moment If we beat 
them we’re in the driving seat It*s a 
fascinating prospect" With aO tickets 
sold guaranteeing another vibrant 
atmosphere at St James’ in a week 
when traditionally attendances fall. 
Keegan did not exaggerate the game’s 
appeal. 

Like Manchester United. Newcastle 
have won a host of friends for the 
quality of their football, but Leeds wflj 
provide a serious test In some ways, 
with their competitive approach and 
direct quick attacks, they may prove 
more difficult opposition for Newcas¬ 
tle's little ball players than Manchester 


United. Newcastle's only defeat recent¬ 
ly was against Arsenal, whose power 
at dead ball kicks proved decisive. 

Much will depend, though, on bow 
Leeds’ sometimes suspect defence 
copes with the quick, dever Newcastle 
attacks, orche s trated by Beardsley and 
their former player, Scott Sellars, who 
has been in outstanding form since 
joining Newcastle after a second 
unrewarding spell at Elland Road. 

With Beardsley scoring regularly as 
well as joining Sellars in supplying the 
prolific Cole, Leeds could be rally 
stretched, and they may have to cope 
without Strachan, who has a ham¬ 
string injury. Rocastle is standing by. 

Pemberton and Wetherall are both 
fit, giving Howard Wilkinson a full 
squad of defenders to choose from, but 
Speed faces a fitness test to see if he can 
return to join what is likely to be a 
decisive midfield battle, with 


McAllister, who has been in fine form 
this season, capable of emerging as the 
dominant infl uence. 

With Sellars. Bracewell and 
Beresfotd aB fit; Newcastle are at full 
strength. The prospect is mouth¬ 
watering. 

Les Ferdinand, the Queens Park 
Rangers striker, has been suspended 
for one match after being sent off in the 
match against Liverpool atAnfield on 
December 8. Vic Callow, file referee 
who dismissed Ferdinand for a second 
bookable offence after be had kicked 
fiie ball away, "is convinced he made 
file right decision" and had refused to 
reconsider, an FA spokesman said. 
Ferdinand wifi miss the home match 
against Oldham Athletic on Monday. 

Wolverhampton Wanderers have 
paid Bournemouth £350,000 for NeO 
Masters. 21. the former Northern 
Ireland youth international defender. 




Sellars: supplier 


Minding what matters on court 


ONLY true tennis aficionados 
wifi be able to place Brad 
Gilbert Apart from stubble 
worthy of Desperate Dan. a 
walk like a diver on the 
seabed and a co m pe titi ve 
spirit that led to an eyebalHo- 
eyeball confrontation with 
David Wheaton in die semi¬ 
final of the inaugural Grand 
Slam Cup. there is nothing 
memorable about the 
Californian. 

He has no blazing fore¬ 
hand. no missile serve, no 
sweet backhand, just a happy 
knack of winning tennis 
matches. $5 minion-worth of 
them, and a natural talent for 
driving opponents to distrac¬ 
tion. John McEnroe was so 
ashamed of losing to Gilbert 
in the 1986 Masters fiat he 
retired for six months. 

Gilbert recalls the match. 
"His eyes gave him away first 
They had the look of a kid 
who had just set fire to the 
neighbour's cat scared and 
mean. On a changeover he 


snarled over in my direction: 
‘Gilbert you don’t deserve to 
be on the same court as me.’ 
He was heading over the 
edge." Gilbert won 5-7,64,6-1 
and loved every minute. The 
two were never great friends. 

Anyone who can psyche-out 
Mac must be worth reading, 
and Winning Ugly (subtitled: 
Mental Warfare in Tennis — 
Tales from the Tour and 


doing what you want not 




Lessons from a Master) does 
not disappoint Part manual 
of psychology, part biogra¬ 
phy, part anecdote, it gives an 
inright into the workings of 
fire mind-game. 

Gilbert’s theory of winning 
matches is simple enough and 
as applicable to the dub 
hacker as the pro. Think who 
is doing what to whom and 
then try to make sure you’re 


When be starts to lose, 
Boris Becker wifi blame him¬ 
self rather than working out 
what bfa opponent is doing 
mid trying to counteract it 
This fa Gilbert on facing 
Becker, — the champion ver¬ 
sion, not the present mutation 
— in a section quaintly titled 
"Busting my butt for Boris'”. 

“Becker is Kke a thorough¬ 
bred. His physicafity, power 
and movement are so pure it 
can be intimidating. He’s big 
and he plays big. I get myself 
ready by reminding myself: 
‘Don’t be im p resse d . Don’t let 
his pr esen ce be overwhelm¬ 
ing. Keep your eye on your 
game plan and not era his 
game*. I have to do thai or I’d 
take one look at what Becker 
brings to the court and retire." 

Gilbert's record againd 
Becker is surprisingly good. 
He once beat file German 


from two sets and 0-3 down in 
the fourth round of die US 
Open, a match be examines in 
detail. Gilbert gives Becker no 
pace, works his forehand, 
which is strong but brittle and 
tries to move mm wide on the 
backhand. That is the theory. 
When Becker fa on song, 
Gilbert admits he has no 
chance, which is a refreshing 
confession in itself. 

Much of the book is aimed 
atthedubptayerandsomeof 
it is written in an impenetra¬ 
ble Califomift-speak. but 
neither ins tr uc t i on nor dialect 
overwhelms the playerveye 
account of a McEnroe tan¬ 
trum ora Lendl go-slow. This 
is a gem. Read it. 

□ Winning Ugfy by Brad 
Gilbert and Steve Jamison 
Birch Lane Press. Available 
from The Tennis Bookshop, 
West Gate. Mbytes Court Nr 
Ringwood. Hams BH243NF. 
Tel: 0425480518. 
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6.00 Business Breakfast (51261} 

7- oq BBC Breakfast News @7867803) 

9-05 Defenders of the Earth. Animated science fiction 
adventures (r) (1641716) 9-35 The Night of the 
Ned Hunter. Episode three of (he drama ft) 
(8685342) 

10.00 News (Ceefax). regional news' and weather 
(1083938) 10.05 Playdays (r) (s) (3655483) 

10J0 Good Morning... with Anne and Nick. Weekday 
magazine (15887493) 

12.15 Pebble Mid Ross King welcomes pianist Bobby 
Crush and comedian Brian Conley (s) (9197209) 
12£5 Regional News and weather (65137416) 

1-00 News (Ceefax) and weather (95532) 

1-30 Neighbours. (Ceefax) (s) (73267939) 1.50 Best of 
British. CBps from British cinema archives about 
what life is like behind dosed doors (7966797$) 

2.15 Jackaroo. The second and concluding part of the 
Australian drama about a part-Aboflgfnal ranch 
worker. Starring David McCubbln (408006) 

3-50 Plngu. Animated adventures of a clumsy penguin 
(r) (7224006) 3.55 Harum Scarum. Three picture 
book stones (old by Paul Battacharjse, Miriam 
Margo lyes and Bill Walfis (s) (1953629) 4.05 Rude 
Dog and the Dweebs (r) (4288174) 4JK) Mortimer 
and Arabei. Last at the puppet comedy drama 
series (s) (4209667) 4-35 Arttfax. A history of the 
Austin Mini (s) (8159990) 

5-00 Newsnound (8320613) 5.10 Grange Hill (r). 
(Ceefax) (8) (4639629) 

5-35 Neighbours (r). (Ceefax) (s) (372483). Northern 
Ireland: Inside Ulster 

8- 00 Star O’clock News with Anna Ford and Andrew 

Harvey. (Ceefax) Weather (445) 

6.30 Regional News Magazines (975). Northern 
Ireland: Neighbours 

7.00 FILM: Crococfile Dundee (1986) starring Paul 
Hogan and Linda KozJowski. Hugely successful 
adventure yam about an Australian outback expert 
coming to grips with the terrors of New York’s urban 
jungle. Directed by Peter Faiman. (Ceefax) (s) 
(64290) 

330 Sitting Pretty. The first of a new comedy series 
starring Diane Bud. (Ceefax) (s) (1071) 

9.00 Nine O'clock News with Martyn Lewis. (Ceefax) 
Regional news and weather (2735) 



Crowden and Cole In festive mood (9.30pm) 

9.30 Waiting For God. A Chrtstmas_ special of the 
retirement home comedy in which Diana (Stephanie 
Cole) is asked to direct the Nativity play for the 
, elderly. With Graham Crowden. (Ceefax) (s) (20687) 

»•«' 10.00 FILM: Revenge (1989) starring Kevin Costner. 
Anthony Quinn and Madeleine Stowe. Violent thriBer 
about a Vietnam War veteran irMted to Mexico by an 
old and powerful friend. He finds himself attracted to 
hts host's young wife — but retribution is heavy 
when betraying trust and hospitality south of the 
border. Directed by Tony Scott. (Ceefax) (s) 
(513629) 

11.55 FILM: Cany On Matron (1972) starring Sidney 
James and Kenneth Williams. Thief Sid Carter lays 
plans to stoat a large amount of contraceptive pills 
from the local maternity hospital and sell them. 
abroad. Dir acted by Gerald Thomas (244561). 
Northern Ireland: 12.00-1-30 Fflm: Cany On 
Matron 

1.25am Weather (6801168) 


7.05 FILM: A Shot in the Dark (1933, b/w) starring 
O.B. Clarence. A vicar investigates the death of a 
disliked miser. Directed by George Pearson 
(1473087) 

&Q0 Breakfast News. (Ceefax) (2047071) 

8-15 FILM: They Flew Alone (1941. bWv) starring Anna 
Neagte and Robert Newton. A biopic of Amy 
Johnson and her husband Jim MoHison. Directed by 
Herbert Wilcox (57779280) 

8.55 Fin* Cut Melissa UeweiyrvDavrs recalls 20 years of 
film-making in a Masai village m Kenya (r) 
(45465434) 11.30 Made By Man. The skill of vi 
organ budder (r) (1017280} 

11.50 FILM: Lassie -Countdown (1967) starring Robert 
Bay. Directed by Dk* Procter (396079?) 

1.00 M*A*S*M (r) (26230342) 

1-25 Brum (r) (38032087). Wales (to 1.40) The Smgmg 
Kettle 1-35 Stopptt and TWyup (r) (22297700} 

1 AO A Day That Shook the World. The start of the 
Battle of the Somme (23294613) 1A5 The First 
Nods. The story of carols (r) (53457385) 

2.00 News (Ceefax) and weather (68716483) 2.05 
Songs of Praise (r). (Ceefax) (a) (23372613) 2J5 
Country File (r) (1246735) 

3J)0 News (Ceefax) and weather (9652174) 3-05 Radio 
Nuts (r) (8356218) 3- 50 N ews (Ceefax), regional 
news and weather (1872700) 

4JD0 Audrey Hepburn In Her Own Words. A tnbuie to 
the late actress. {Ceefax) (938| . 

4.30 A Question Of Sport (r). (Ceefax) (s) (822) 5.00 
Tte Food and Drink Christinas Quiz (r)(s) (7822) 

5- 30 Della Smith’s Christmas (r). (Ceefax] (174) 

6- 00 Star Trek (r] (Ceefax) (724174) ■ - 

6-50 Emaurol GtoriousOower 


(526349) 







Bird and Snip, a tale of courage (7J20pm) 

7 -20 Personal Best Cameron Sharp 

Ffl 11 ™ (Ceefax) (s) (398613) 

8.10 The Travel Show. A Holy Land special (Ceefax) 
(683209) 

9.00 Seinfeld. American sitcom. (Ceefax) (588464) 

9^5 Stark. The final episode of Ben Elton's Australia- 
based environmental adventure comedy. (Ceefax) 
(s) (559964) 

1QJ20 The House That Time Forgot The story of 7, Blyth 
Grove, Worksop the only suburban semi owned by 
the National Trust (r) (133483) 

10.30 Newenight with Sue Cameron. (Ceefax) (516731) 

11.16 Weather (977342) 

11.20 Feelings. A senes of dramas relating the 
experiences of the disabled (356700) 

11.30 FILM: Gardens of Stone (1987) starring James 
Caan and James Earf Jones. An embittered US 
Army veteran assigned to Pubes m Arlington 
National Cemetery tries to persuade his colleague 
not to volunteer for service in Vietnam. Directed by 
Frands Coppola (Ceefax) (643629). Ends 1 . 25 am 


VidaoPtu** and th* Vidao PUcCodra 
The number not to oath TV |wiyami ne feting are video HusCode** 
numban, Witti ten jod co proiamme you- trieo racmtler mstarrtv 
unth a Videoniivf ™ iwhtfceL VWwRi»+ can be teed vuafi most »deov 
T*> In the Video PiusCode tv die pnnarnme you msh to wort. For 
man deufccaflVkferifliR an 083912120* (cafe cost 36pftnri cheap rate. 
48p4nn ft other miksT oftmie to rttofTia*. Aoome* Led, S Imry House, 
ptanotwi Wharf. London swil 3TN. iMeockB* tol. Pkaeoder»iand 
Video j to m are BBdBpariaof Geniaaf Mutairq Ltd. 


Personal Best 
BBC2.730pm 

Cameron Sharp was an outstanding Scottish athlete c: 
the 1980s. a sprinter who competed with the best In 
October 1991 a car crash (eft him with severe head 
injuries and extensive fractures- His speech was 
affected, he did act recognise his children and it was 
doubtful whether he would walk again. Jackie Bird’S 
film follows Sharp's slow and painful rehabilitation 
during die 15 months after the aoodenL It Is a 
sympathetic but unsentimental account which salutes 
the courage of Sharp and hi* wife but does not seek to 
underplay the emotional strain. Periods of progress 
are interspersed with .bouts of depression. But the 
marriage stfFvivesiSBKtfe.evar strengthened. The film 
a message of hope. 



Tina Turner, portrait of a survivor (C4,9.00pm) 

The Complete Story of Tina Turner 
Channel 4,9Wpm 

An appetiser for a concert performance to be screened 
on Christmas Eve profiles the girl from Nutbush. 
Tennessee, with lavish tributes from Eltoo John. Mick. 
Jagger and David Bowie. “Complete story " it is not, 
nor in the time can it hope to be. Nor is it up to date. 
The Ska was made two years ago. But the essentials 
are all toe: the childhood in the cotton fields, the first 
career with husband Ike. a decline to near poverty and', 
reemergence in die 1980s as one of the most dynamic 
performers on the rock scene: Now weD into her fifties 
she is as good as ever. The best thing she did was 
getting free of Ike. She could not even go shopping 
without asking him first Fromprispn in California Doe 
says he is sorry, but what is done is done. 

Crime Story: The White House Farm Mnxdexs Y 

nV.9j00pm 

Most of the programmes in this series of dramatised 
crimes have given a pax on the back, either expliody or 
implicitly, to the poke for racking down the culprit 
Tonight, however, dial tradition is broken. The chief 
inspector leading the murder hunt is shown as getting 
hold of entirely (he Wrong ewi of the stick and then 

officerW arefmV985. ./errniyil&m ber tdls the police 
that his sister has gone berserk with a gun. Five dead 
bodies are (bund at the Bamber farm and itis assumed 
that the sister is responsible. 7be truth is very 
different This Is one of the stronger Crime Story 
episodes but. Tike some of die others, it stops 
maddeningly dxirtofthe arrest and trial of the villam. 

Glorious Gower 

BBC2.6S0pm 

David Gowers retirement from first-class cricket is 
marked by an interview withTony Lewis and footage 
from his six favourite innings. Ian Botham and Allan 
Border are among fellow cricketers adding their 
tributes. The interview, as Gower fans will expect, is 
honest bid diplomatic.-He makes no- 1 seem of his 
disenchantment with the Mickey Stewart-Graham. 
Gooch regime but being Gower be does so in the nicest 
passible way. In happier van be recalls his annus 
mimbilis of 1985 when he led England to victory over 
India and Australia and made a stack of runs, in the 
process. His 157 at the Oval that year heads his list of 
cherished knocks. See it again with him and enjoy that 
matchless grace. Peter Waymark 


1TV LONDON 


6.00 GMTV (4450754) • -■ 

9.25 The New Adventures of He M bit . Animated 
adventures (8892867) 9450 London Tody ; 
(Tetetwt) and weather (3632532) 935 C-O-P.S. 

. Cartoon adventures (6291342) 

10.20 RUM: Zoito (1975) stoning Alain Deton and ! 
Stanley Baker. SwashbuckSneryam about a masted 
hero who helps oppressed to rise up against•. 

a wicked tyrant. Directed by .Ducoo Tessari 
(25584990) 12J80 London Today (Teletext) and 

weather (9988174) '_• . ’ . ' 1 

12J0 New* (Tetetext) and weather (2888919) \ 

12jBS Coronation Street A repaatof Monda/s episode.. 
(Tetetext) (2896938) 1 Jfi Home and Away. 
Australian family dram (Teletext) (26315087) 1-55 r 
A Country Practice - Medical drama set in the 
Austrafian outback (s) (82712844) 

2L20The Ctaystaf Rose Show. A discussion .on 
seasonal ovw-IndOlgenca Guests include Kafc 
Boyle, Ken Livingstone and' Mica Paris (s) 
(17647174) -250 The Young Doctors. Austraten- 
hospital drama serial (5652938) •. - • 

3.20 UN News headlines (96*3464) 3-25 London 
Today (Teletext) and weather (9668736) 

3jo FILM: Disney's Now You See Him, Now You 
Don't (1972) starring. Kurt Russell. Cesar Romero 
and Jm Backus A Disney adventure about a 
student who discover thffS8cr^.0f invtsiWfTty and 
uses it to prevent the ctosura of Ns school. Dtacted 
by Robert Butler (605464) • 

S.10 Home and Away {i). (Teletext) (3380826) 

5.40 Earty Evening New* (Teletext) end-weather 
(893071) - 

&JO London Tonight (Teletext) (93290) . 

7.Q0 Lose a Million Game show hosted by Chris Tarrant 
(S)(89a4) 

7JO Coronation Street (Teletext) (377) _ 

8JX) Des O’Connor Tonight. The guests Include OBf- 
Richard, Marti Caine, Take That.Dina Carroll and 
Kan Dodd (s) (6445) 



Nell Roberts asderemy Bamber (9A0pro) 


9-OOa^ isa Crime Story: The White Housa Farm 
K flfite aB Murders (Teletext) (6209) 

1(L00 Nows at Tan (Tefatoxt) and weather {87464) 10JO 
London Tonight (Teletext) and weather (616067) 
10.40 FILM: Table For Five (1983) starring Jori Voight 
Emotional drama about a fattier who is locked In a 
custody battle with his chDdreris step-father after 
their mother is Me d In an accktent. Directed by 
Robert Uebatnan .(19019822) ; . : 

1255am The ;Equalb»r. McCa!T8 hopes of a cpsat 
Christmas are dashed by tha'pieacSngs of. a stic- 
year-efld boy. Starting Edward Woodward (3634728) 
I^TheTWiBghtZooerLostdrid.Fouhd. A talecrfthe 
supematisd about;e-^cofieOd student who. is 
mystified by tha dteappearaned ofitems from her 
room (8) (9812168) ; • • 

2 . 00 The Chryafal Rom Show. A -repeet of the 

2J0 Am^^^Top Terr W^to^by Richard fflade 

,(s)( 50304 ). 

.3.00Maria Cjuvy. Special.;The_.^nger/songwrtter oi 
concert and oonversation (14^7) 

44W 60 Mlnutea American. currenLafia^s magazine (r) 
(25491). ' . 
5-OORMera.Frenh drama seiW ^Bl6ffl 
SL30 tTN Mombig Nows (17491). Ends at &00 


CHANNEL 4 


630 Uhssas 31. Sciawe .ficScxi^nirnafion {f) (67^1)' 
7J0 The BI& Breakfast (18483) 

9.(XT Saved By the BOIL. American coBego campua 
oorriecV (§1613) . . - 

WO Grtm^TM«..Rik MayaS with an animated vereronof 
■ • ttn..Bnodws Grtnm^ tate 7 ?r? Bools of Buffalo 
- tdafaerfr) (s) (4978261) :. ,' ' „ 

9.46The Lone Raider (bfaf). The masted hog.and 
•. Tonto search tor a gang of outlaws (482938)10-15 
Grim Tjtes.'Anknaed version of The Snore, by 
tfeShath^Grimm Cr) (s) (1393193) . 

1030 Spiff and Hercules. Cat and dog cartoon (0 
(2951377) 10l 55 Derails (r) (5558613) 

11,00 Sf ran get a. -Oftlran's adventure, serial from New 
; Zealand, W (5209) ,'li JO Sharky and George. 

' Ceitociri advenftire&tfths fishyctetectivss (ft (6938) 
12JW Tire Legwd of WWte Fsng. Animated adventures 

of JacktondorTs Yukmvhased garina hero (84373 
- '124J0 Sesame- Street, The guest Is .Carol 
Charmtog (69223)^': : 

1.30Juite. American dbmtefc.comedy series staring 
• JufeAndrews (29984) 

2JD0 FUJI;-The Chrtstmte StalHon (1992) starring 
. . Daotel J.Traa«ntt -A;:madte%4e(evfeion fantiy 
drama'about Gwsrt,‘Ja teenaoed orphai with a 


" farm dRer her grandfMhee : <ties. arto .her unde 
tiecidesto&a up to apn^atytfaveioper. Directed 
byffater'EdWards(500803). 

3w45Adagki A mwi is ooccooned from the outside 
world by hfe^ persOTd stereo fa (s) ($167803) 

430Hftean ToCki^^felatexs) ,'V •-.-Lr T 

54» Oprah Winfrey Sh6». : TT»& guests are people who' 
have.. been, caught 

office parties. (Tetet»f9;(?) i .(t76699Q). •* :. 

5^0 Laurel andHmthr. AninteHon (663736) «».-■... 
6.00 CrystalMazeKkte'^wcfa) wflb BichaidrO'Brien 
; (r) (s) (93272) •• / . < 

7.0OChannal 4 NewafTetett^ sod v»a8ierf3912a0) 
7J50 Christmss fn New YorfcTafl Stories. How New 
York's tteletoJxjMrialhffntorid Trade Centire.-was 
, bulit In 1976. (Tete^r(9490b6) -' •>'« 
aAOBrookatdei'-Topktel soap , set te a suburban 
Merseyside close- (Teletext) <s] ~(fff74)' . 

&3Q Travelog. Pete MoCfaittiy-viste Hamburg and 
, --invretfeaie&..tha. twtrmkB .qf. his home town 
Warrington .with Crema, near KBan. (Teletext) (a) 


9.00 g&ttiBtiB Wie Complete Story-Of Tina Turner 

■B«i^Jf755T) - 

10.00 The Secret. Cabaret WHh Simon Drake. Magic 
and ttision ffl (s) . (85006) . . .. 

lOjdtoSeBrfi . Show. Comedy ^series ^starring Sean 
: Hughes (^^3006) - • 



Leurte Ptke on cable wrttch (11.05pm) 

11.05 New(c) York-Leorie Pfke introduces excerpts from 
NY1, New. York's 24-htxrr cable news chanriet 
{28373S--' 

11J5 FILM: : Heavy Petting . (1986). A lighthearted 
.. documentary examining attitudes to ,, teenage 
sffltuaBty te America through , the heaftt>oduca6on 
ffims and teen movies of the 1950s. Directed by 
• Obie Benz. (Teletext)(233445) 

1JOO Movleemtcfi (r) (a) (34217)' 

. 1^0 LA Law. American courtroom drama series (r) 
(3655946). Ends at A25- 


FM Stereo and MW. 4A0ani Biuno 
Brookes (FM only) 7J» Mark GotJdfef 
BMYestotJay Today 9i00 Simon Mayo 
IZSOpn Newsbeat 1ZA5 JakM Brarrv 
btes 3JX3 Steve Wrtgh! rt the Afternoon 
600 News W 630 Evening SesskX) 
600 Jools Holland Christmas Special 
630 Danes Energy with Normskl 1600 
Mart RaddWe in Manchester 1200- 
4j00ani Lynn Parsons (FM oily) 


FM Stereo. 600am Sarah Kennedy 
615 Pause lor Thought 7OB Wake Up 
to Wdgan 9.15 Pause lor Thought 630 
Ken Bruce 1120 Jmmy Young 200pm 
Gtoris Htmilort 3-30 Ed Sowart 605 
John Dunn 7.00 Jim Ltoyd 600II Natate 
600 Sir Ranufah Ftemas'a WWd of 
Christmas BOO Nfggl Ogdon 1030 
Martin Ketnor 1205am Adrian Rnighan 
with Ntght F8de 200000 Alex Lester 


sooam World Senses &30 Morning 
Edition 600 Taka Fhre 665 Yasterday 
— Once More- A ghost story by Eric 
FTingle 1025 Johnnie Walter's Count- 
down to Christmas, ind The Snowman 
1230pm How Nigel and Earl Ruled the 
Wxtd in 19831 jOO News and Sport 1.10 
The Crunch 230 BFBS Worldwide 446 
John Inverdala's Dnw-h 630 Can- Lane 
Kartare 7.75 107 Damnations {5/7} 7J30 
Trevor Booking's FoocbBS Mght FA 
Premiership action 10.10 HU tha North 
1200-121Dam News; Sport 


WORLD SERVICE 


Afl times in GMT. 4£0*m BSC EngSsft 
4-45 News and Press Review in Gemian 
SM MagemvgaaStv: Tips Br Touristen 
630 Europa Today 6X0 World News 
610 British News 616 The World Today 
6-30 Europe Today 7JOO HewsdesK 
7 J» Dewetepmart W 600 WBrid Nows 
610 Words ot Faflh 615 The MuKmack 
Seasons 630 Quote, Unquote 600 
News 60S Business Report 615 Coun¬ 
try style 630 Science or Fiction? 648 
Sports Roundup 1600 World News 
1661 Omnibus 1030 Jazz lor tee 
Asking 11.00 Newsdesk 11.30 BBC 
Engssh 11-45 MQagsmagaztn: News In 
German Noon World News 1210pm 
Wads at Fate 1215 New Ideas 1235 
Trees 1245 Sports Roundup IjOO 
Newshour 200 News205 OuSook 230 
Oil tea Shell. Night at Paris 245 Good 
Books a J» News 615 Images cf Britain 
63a The Voices at Amenra: See Choice 
4 jOOW orld News4.10BndSh News4.15 
BBC English 4-30 Heute Aktuefl 600 
Ndws 6<W Wbrid Business Report 615 
BBC Engfeh 600 Newsdesk 630 HeutB 
Aktuell 7.00 Nachrichten 7-05 
Kale idos kap Nachrichten aus 
Grossbntaman. V B ssercchaft und 
FdrsctKjng. Sendung lu oxer. Tips Ur 
Tourtsfen 600 WOna Nows 610 Wads 
tit Fatih 615 The Worid Today 630 
Europe Today 600 Newshour 10.00 
WbrM News 1610 British News 1615 
Sports Intem^Knal 10A5 Sports 
Roundup IIjOO News 11 j 05 Business 
Baporr 11.15 From Our Own Corres¬ 
pondent 11 JO Muttra* 2 MUnfaM 
Newsdesk 1230sn The Voicm ol 
America IJOO Sens tm OuOoak 1 JO 
Wauegude 1 AO Book Choree IAS Tha 
Farming Worid 200 NewttfeSk 230 
Sports fntemaoonai 3J0 Watt Mwj 
110 British News 615 Sports Roundup 
3J0 Assignment 4J0 World News 615 
The Fanning world_ 


Oam Hck Bedey fteray.Kefly 
00 Susannah S<mons 200pm 

cMJmeConcataTchaikow%(Vtafin 
TCCrto in D) 600 P«S«W Tr^wny 
0 Margaret Howart 7JO Book 
wse 600 Evarwg cancan. Bachs 
tstmaa Oratorio 1600 «*c naoi 

opinlJXXLOOaPi Robert Botai 


VIRGIN T215 


600 am Russ and Jano 1600 ftoard 

Shfte@ iJXJpm Kevin Greafwig»«h tee 
anmrww w* 4J0 TCmnv Vanw 
7M Mteh Johnson looo Me* Abbot 
ajDKMUSOon Tommy Rwors 


ANGUA. 

As London except: 650m-OSB Angla 
News and Waatear (3832532) 1220pm- 
1230 An^a News And WoBOier (9888174) 
220280 CooMng At The Academy 
(17847174) 626330 Angle News and 
Weather (9668735) 610640 BtacMuitas 
(3380826) 600 Home A«J Awey (840342) 
625-7.00 AngSa News (531071) 1030 
AnpSa News (016007) 1040 Finr Fauoute 
Son - The Move (04093445) 125am 
Cinema. Cteama, Cinema (9020859) 1.55 
Speakeasy AIDS Spaoal (3B50491) 255 00 
Mnutes (9967217) 650 Cue The Musk: 
(1782526) 445 Rhnota {SBW9tQ 610- 
5J0 Jobfinder (5073651) 

CENTRAL 

As London except: 9£0am-655 Centrd 
News (3832S32) 12OTpm-12J0 Certral 
News (9988174) 135 Sharttand Street 
(02712844) 2J20 Gardening Time 
(17647174) 230-620 A Country Pr a c ti ce 
(5652938) 3J5-330 Central News 
(9008735) 610640 TaklteoU (3380826) 
600 Home And Away (040342) 626-730 
Central News (531071) KL30 Central News 
(016007) 1040 fiJm Gbnamate: RBUn To 
□edge (71173613) 1225«m The Efluafirer 
(2193472) 1 JO Crime International 
(5021509130 FSmrShadraw Or The Stevs 
(5235304) 330 Wheels In Sport (210990331 
32S Proffle (21017168) 330 CenBSl JoO- 
ftster 93 (5383120) 530-630 Asian Eye 


&S5an WdadMT 7 JO On A* - , with 
Andrew McGregor. Anon (Ther 
is no rose of swych srertu): 
Botxteerter (Ceto Concerto No 
4 m C): Giovanni Gabnefi 
(Quern vtcSste pastoras): 


VARIATIONS 


HTV WEST 

A* London except: 135 A Comtiy Pracara 
(82712844) 230650 Gardarwig Time 
(17647174) 336630 HTV News (9660735) 
600 HTV News (613) 630-730 Wish You 
Ware Hera..7 (133) 1030 HTV News 
(616087) 1640 R*ov Favounte Son - The 
Movie (84093445) IJ Sem 
Qnama.. Onemo- Onema (9020859) IMS 
Speahoasy Special-AIDS (3850491)6K 60 
Mnules (9967217) 330 Cue The Music 
(1782526) 445 RJvlerai (66781912) 610- 
5JOJob9nder (5073651) 

HTV WALES 

Ae HTV WEST except: 600 Woles At Sbi 
(613) 6J0-7.00 The Gen (133) 1030-1040 
HTV Wales News & Weather (016OS7) 

MERIDIAN 

Aa London flaoaqrt: 030re»935 Mentor 
News & Weaita (3632532) 1230pm-1230 
Mentor News & Weather (9980174) 230 
Greal House Coctery ll 7647174) 230-330 
Shorrtand flww ff6S2938i 335-330Mfend- 
lan News & Weateer (9663725) 537-5 AO 
Three Mtixaeo ■ Crarrestoppecs '6635431 
830 Mento) Toreghf (813) 630-73D IXCX 
Horn (193) 1030-1040 Maxtor News £ 
Weather (816087) 600am-4J0 Here s 
Morah Carey 114897) 6JD0-63D Freesocen 


TYNE TEES i ' . 7;""' 

As London except S30m»65B Tyne 
Tees News (3632533 1230pm Tyne T«s 
News (9997822) 1235-1230 Where the 
JaOS Are (9996193) lUOOSD tor'Car ■ 
Cook p 76471 74) 335-330 Tyne Tees 
News (9668335) 655 Tyne Tees Today 
(374193) 036730 Cresswrts (183) 1030 
Tyne Tees News (318037) 1040 FSrt, The 
Omen (80610735) 12-flOem The BquMiai 
(1472830) 138 The Twftghr Zone £1126961 
2.70 Vidaolanhkm . (3810254) ZMO 
Transwxtd Sport (3739491)240 Row Ptmr 
(3081720) 440630 JobGndV (2123149) ■ 

WESTCOUNTRY .'■■ 

As London nxcspt: 1220 pm Westcotmy ■ 
LXea (9988174) 1227-1230 My SWy 
(9996190) 1J55 Take The. Htfi Road 
(20829716) 225 Travel Tate, (17646*45) 
206320 A Courtry Practice P2S3025). 
325-330 westeourffly Utest (B66873S 
506-610 Srthday People (6864087) 600- 
700 VteiOOMr/ Uvb (93290) 1030 
wesaaauilry Latest (816087) 1040 Rrrr 
Favcunre San The Movifi 184093446) 
1.25am Cteenra ..Cinema. Cmema 
«SCBSi 1-55 SpeateB ST Spod* ■ AIDS 
'.3650491] 235 60 Meutna 0967217) 300 
Cue The Music (8710)01) 430 Rwwra 
S7165j 500^30 JoMreler (28168) 


dBr New (B9Mn74) 22022a)TW Cat 
CHk (17647174)229-330 Calender Neva 
(9668735) BOB Cl*nCMr (37419^. 230- 
7.00 Cross Wits (183)1030 Cefandrr News 
(816087} 1040FUrviba: Oman (806W7735) 
1240aptHir£qualnr (1472630) 135 The 
Voight Zo no «»12B5Q 2.10 VUeotahten 
(38182&4) 240 TrarwMtjrk! Sport (3739491) 
340Mink: Box (3061728) 440*30 Job- 
Wer£123748) '... 

SMC ‘ 

Starts: 7Mma> The Bg BHXMssr (18483) 
aoo Swed By The Bearai6iS9 930 Grtn 
Tate (4978261) 64S The Lone Ranger 
(482938) 10.15 Qrrrr Tates (1383193) 1020 
SPOT And Henadea (2961377) 1035 Dennis 
0558815 1130 Stoioare (52091 1130 
Sheriry And George («38) ISjOOpm the 
Feast 01 Ctrreamas (84377) 1230 SU 
S/Wiin (2061^1 JOO Ftei: The Eddy Owtor 
Skrry (06458532)2.13 Sana And Tha Three 
Bans (2803150) 430 SM to (0201) BOO 
Qamesmaster (2990) 530 Bftsan To One 
(342) 6JM Nswydrtoi (779993 020 CMwn 
Sen* (325321) &2S Heno (5398131 7J0 
Pobol Y Cwm (2750 730 Dim Ond Cel 
(9191 &00 Gian H a f ren (8174) 830 
Newydtfon (7203} MO Halen Yin Y M 
(7551) 1030 Brootoda (05008) 1030 Firm 
MASJ4 (1992471X5 1240am New(3) York 
(S48B43E0 


W»an<TheDJ^Sto»p333to^ 
; lamb..Ctops tWeiiong ( 8430377 ) Mo . 


Byrd (Lunaby): Mozart (Piano 
Concerto No 27 in B flat 
K595I 

9J» An Advent Calendar, 
introduced by Hugh Keyte 
flartoirnecl by tire Maia Singers 
under John Pomphray. Trad, 
arr Wood (Blessed be tha 
meld Marie). John Waamrigtu 
(Christiana, awake!) 

9.10 Composers of the Weak: 
Musicians of the Court of 
Gustav lU of Sweden 

10.10 Midweek Choice: Gossec 
(Christmas Sues): Liszt 
(Prelude. Pastorale and 
Angets 1 Song); Bach (Concerto 
in C Minor for vroCn and oboe): 
Cererots (Mode nobs • 
caatarum rex). Berfoz (0 Min 
Cher Ffa: Chorus of Angels): 
Tchakovsky (Potonaise. 
Tcheretnchld}; Rherfjerger 
(Sorata No 14 in C, Op T65). 
Bax (A Christmas Cam Sotttr) 

IZtoO The BBC Orchestras (r) 
IJOpmNflwv 

1.05 PoOah Plano Music. Maron 
Jonas ptays Szymanowski 
(Fantasia. Op 14). 

Leschetszsky (Arabesque. Op 
45 No 1); Poderewsky 
(Craotwienne Fanase. Op T4 
No 5); Friedman (Valse tendre. 
Op 77 No 2); Ohopbi (Vatse, 
(to 89 No 1): Sgirranowste 
(Variations. Op 3). Owptn 
(Fantasia. Op 49) (b 
2.00 Record Review (rj 
3J0 Miote In Pepyafa London: 

Parted music fer ctanber and 

CouinWfldwfih readings ftorri 

Samuel Raya's (faries. Locke 
(Suite No 3, Broken Consort; 
Mu$JC tor His M^esly’s 
Sagbuto and Corneas): 
Humhey/Lodva (InckJehtal 
Music. The Tempest). 

Academy of Anaert Music 
under Christopher Hogwxid 
4J0 Cftond Evmsong, five trom 
Chester CShedral 
5JO In Time, with Natalie Wheen 
7 JO The LSO Stoeflu* Cycta 
uttoer Cotin Davis. The third of 
five Sibefiua concerts given 

during fast yea^3 

Scandinavian Festival at the 
Barbican Centre. London. 


Rakaatava. Op f4. Symphcry 
No 4 in A miner: Syniphory 
No 2 in 0. Op 43 (f, 

9.15 SaM Short Stories Dusk. 

Read by Peter HoarenJ 
9-25 Christiana Oetea. soprano. 
vnth Ructoff Jansen, p rano. anti 
Wotfhard Penes. darmeL 
Schubert (Ganymed. An Ce 
Nachbgati: Suterita t and -T;. 
Brahms Wie Meioden z:efs as 
mr. knrner leiser wrird man 
S chkimmer. Wem du nvr 
amesen fachelst: Von 
watdbekraniter Hche) 

Schubert (Dsr Hrt aut derr. 
Fetsen): Strauss (Morgen’. 
FnBiiingsgedrange. Satfiem 
dan Aug' in m&nes schauie. 
Ich schwebe; Vnegenied: 
Schfectses Wetter. 

Scrilagende Herzen- Rir 
tunttehn Piermrge) 

10-35 Arthur's Knlgbt Sir Berfvwe 
The second d sat tales tv 
Kewi Cross ley-HcuJanH On 
the eve of Maicry's firs: baffle 
m 1436. the EncpSh 
commander inspires his men 
w4h tea story of Kteg Arthur’s 
invasion ol France. 

11 JO Ensemble Tha piano tros of 
Brahms. Music Group cf 
London Piano Trio performs 
Ireland (Phantasie it A miner): 
Brahms (Piano Tno No 1 m B 
Op8)(r) 

12J0am News 12J&-124B An 
Advent Calendar (as Sami 


5-55am Shipping Forecast &00 
News Briefing, md 6.03 
'Weather 6.10 Farming Today 
625 Prayer tor the Day 6JO 
Today, md 6-30,7JO, 7JO. 
B.00 BJO News 0-55. 755 
Weather 745 Thdught tor (he 

Day 858 Weather 

9J0 News 9J5 MUwcrak. 

presented by Libby Ruves 
and Brian Hayes 

10J0-1QJQ Nam; GosQng on ttw 
MgbSfaMt{FM only): See 
Chox* 

iOjOO Daily Servtca (LW only) 
iai5 The BBrie fl.W orty). 

Zepharaah. Read by Manta 
Kaash(r) 

10JO Woman'* Hour, with Jenra 
rjtijmr/. Clare Jenktes attends 
a night class on hew to survive 
CJvEirnas. Stay Those 
Saflihq Stzps ot His Boyhood 
Dreams. Ind 11 JO New* 

11 JO Gardeners* Question Time. 
Dr Sletan Buczacki chairs a 
postbag edition (r) 

12JOO Yon aid Yams, presented by 
John Howard 

1235pm Up the Garden Path, by 

Sue Limb Starring imetda 
Steumon as fczy 12-56 
Weather 

1 JO The Worid at Ona. with jrfick 
Cfarte 

140 The Archers (r)1J5 Sapping 

Forecaat 

2L00 New*; Wednesday 

Afternoon Serial: The Crack. 




The Voices of America. BBC Worid Service. 330pm. 

Do not mis-read the tide as The Voice of America. This programme 
boars as much resemblance to the American-funded broadcasti n g 
service as Bush House does to bush telegraph. World Service listeners 
gel probably thdr first taste of an American radio phenomenon called 
Rush Limbaugh. It is surprising Umbaugh's microphone does dm 
roeit as he launches attacks on everything from Presidem Clinton's 
“socialism through hustle" tactics to condoms that glow in the dark. 

Goslfng on tiic High Street. Radio 4FM, fOWcati. 

Thomas Cook is now owned bv 3 German bank and Ray Goslins does 
oat sound pleased about if. All the more reason, then, why be shook! 
conceniraie on the days when rhe irrur firm's founder was dying the 
nag far Britain, arranging for British troops to be transported to the 
Swan arid Queen Victoria's prize cattle ra be shipped out to what 
riding calls "some do“ cm the Continent He afco ran morally 
uplifting mcnic excursions far teeanaflers- There were Caok*etours to 
public executions, too. But it was not ^Thomas Cook who offered them. 
Irwas his son and successor. Peter DacraHe 


Atari taban stare as Eddte, a 
potty tisef and shoplifter, in 
Jeff Young's Monday, the last 
<n a senes of finfcad dramas by 
Liverpool writers 

245 Treasure Islands Michael 
Rosen presents the warmer of 
the Chadren's Book Quiz, trom 
the Madder Maket Theatre, 
Norwtofi 

3-00 News; SBanca Ov«r 

l-ocfcartiia Gary Northam 
examines the forensic 
evdenca porting 10 a pottaca) 
cover-up over the bonrbng (r) 
343 tt*» A Fumy Old Worid: Sfass 
Kngton finds out what kind of 
jokes make people from the 
. Ca^iBeixmScchucWe. Last 
in the senes 

440 Nam 4d05 Kaieldosam 

reviews the films Kmg or the 
HsB and A Perfect Worid -. and 
attends the Cofeeum tor 
Smetana's 77w Two W/daws 
445 StebMy Bejateraa: 

Arrhederu! (3/5) 

5J0 PM KSO Sfoppfoe Forecast 
SJeWaatoar 
6j 00 Stic O'clock Nam 
<L30 Wort of Mouth A Drop ot the 
tnsh. FiranK Dataney exarrxnes 
tea ixiances of language (r) 

7 JO News 7XS5 The Aroheri 
7 JO Costing Itie Earth, with Roger 
Harrabm (ri 

745 M o cflcine Now. presented by 
Geoff Watts m 

8.15 Age to Age: The history of the 
partofftime dame and me 
sto«y of one ot British theatre's 
greatest partnerships, EBen 
Terry and Stf Heny biting (r) 
845 Groucfio Was My FMwr 
Miriam Marx ASefl reveals 
mare abort the man behind 
tee mo ustache ft) 

945 TheRmS? Worid 
TootghL with Mark Gragory 
9J9Weamer 
10J0 The Worid Tonight 
1045 Book «tB«dtfaw: .Be< Arm. by | 
Guy de Maupassant Head by 1 


retrace the scene route Hwy. 
took as teenage eyefcts tn tee 
summer of 1948 (r) 

PWc ot the Geonr 
Tafe3 of OW Dartmoor W3h 
Spite M®^n 

7Z0<M243*m timm, bd 12J7 
Weather 12J3 Shipping 1243 
A® Worid Service (LW only) 


.LwitJ.CWps tWeJJonff 0430377) JUO . 
Csrtoona (T1448) &30 Card9TM<B (48087) 
&55~Qmsrttration. (80713) 1&2B Low tf 
HwKSBbtl (0829) IIjOO JaBsy 
Raphad (33718) IZjOO Thtian PaaSarX 
(31209) 123afiar PsreitBa.Bmrir (42803) 
UWBajotoyJmes (47358) Z« cundu- 
Irinkin.. BOQTiB,'. 230 ' Another Wtrid 
(8190613) X4B-Trre ] OJ Kat Show ^480651) 
SMB ShrTiWc 7TBNaxt,G«i«Won;(70877 
030 Benra Watt (4829) 6L20 PWRMe 
Beach laaDBf.Tm. BB8cuo p7ifl 730 
GraMng .FUB rira mo Return to 
, Lonesome Dow (5532311030 Star Trvte 
The Next QewreOon {9864Q IIjOO The 
I LKouteetiies ISOOfl) 123S The Stints of 
Sen Franoaco (57E94) 130am Ught Court 
(BB745130-aaalfcniac Menda>(90hsz) 

SKVNEWS • 

News ari the hnr 

OJXttm Sunrise &rope (1 m3) 030 ABC 
M^ifine (40209) 1030 Fashion TV (91445) 
1130 Japan Breton Today (19629) 
1230pm News and Bustoss Report 
(95261) 130 CBS Maws (06990) 230 
Reusw tit tee year (54280) 430 News and 
Bustoss Report (4006) SJO Uva at Rw 
(651464) 730 FaxNon TV (5735) 9J0 
Tatidwak (60209) 1130 CBS N»wfl9B19) 
1230m ABC News (7996S) 130 Fashiorr 
IV (Z2B30) 230 Those Ware to Oaya 
(78168) 330 Tfflktw* (40385) 430 Beyond 
2000 (867821S30-8JDO C8S News (55675) 

SKY MOVIES 

Boom Showcase (5064209) 

1030 Fare ot a Streogar (1991): A rich 
soc&tito betonds a bag lady nOw tee deadi 


ram Tto Great SwtM pete}: Maito 
Robert Duvas rfflums tram war to BqW Ws 
biggeat bafte on to home fnn (1ZT33) 

ZBBptn The WntMog Crew {15687 Matt 
Heim ttfcartura w®r Dgsi Marfin (3S7W8 
430 Tom Brown's Schoottaym (1051, 
ON*) John Howaid Danes stars as to 
young RuQby scholar (2919) 

630 Tha Saar (19809: BaBuBMy-ftmad 
grtzdy yam sat la Csnds (90464) 

*30 Comm (ha Dattoyar 09B4J Bfeitror- 
ran wanttr Araald Sch recaana gga- stare In 
Has fantasy adMrtura (30789) 

1030 Other PaafAfa Hnwry (1991): 
Cofpcxae raSdor Danny DeVto kx*s horns 
Wte lawyer Pendopa Are M*or (736731) 
1140 Anpat Bfa»: AduS erotea (408551) 
ijOBm NigM ofto Whnlor (1B9Q) Menu 
arts action w«h lams Lanws (936188) 
245 Bind Vision (1990): A pee&na Tom 
treoxnes a nadv suspect (392453) 
j 4.15 Unhurt. Hunt (1967). Cytxxm tun 
I am* n to 21 st century. IMh RkSt Gtanail 
1 ana Mary fitoy (7303*38): BtoatBJS 

SKY MOVIES GOLD 

«3ftun Omr OUt (1944): (tin HhywnOi 
wto a coxer gU contest and becomes « star, 
wan Gene K»Sy and Pltf Store (81764} 
*30 Stoma Lfca * Hoi 095 6): itoUaoe 
Tony Curts and Jack Lemmon dress up in 
drag to escape mobster boss Gecxga RafL 
Wdh Martyn Monroe (5419400® 

1036 ttenriw W (1908): vmnpn waamn 
Sylresasr Statore ntoato tesstarMiccu- 
pretfAfghamaan (237822). Ewfc at 114B 

THE MOVIE CHAfftlEL 

B30acn The Big Broadcast of 1037 [1336, 
tto) VaJaty ten tertumg Jade Benny. 
Grace AEen and George Bums (08174) . 


4 t*«n&res <nih to RMatoea 00754 ) 


(1963): Kirk Danyas and George C. Scott 
eraanuQffieBl^tMsrinJofnHQOOrt'g 
murder mystery (44281) 

1230 May; The Stoh of June (1*0: A 
Sxcsft cotoa and an Anioncan aoptsiri W 
in tow wm teesama women (10377) ' ' 
230fm Rn ta the Dark (lanY Olympta 
tWafes fohic Ktoss and rung 07S2E9- - 
430 YMnetoabba Dm Cdwbntfan (es 


^^^FSfl0fr&^pl^S.1W.t2«kH2. COMPILED BY PETBB^DEAB AND GILUANIWKEY 


Bam) (3261) ■ . 

MO 7N» Gan tor Hfew (Wffljf **>art 
Wegner bbitbs ohtoWRTtoo Ms in toe 
w*haMMpvictimneOOGt . 

830 Fourth Btwy (fsei).' Ynunptrtte H*ni 
BogarehtoaffidotetiBt * tt*MMlteniiw 
to ftohpmbang husband (93551) : 

1030 Bate taaOM tlflW): Murder sm- 

peri Shenn Storw bene el to tiiwaagattig. 
pofioedffioar M«teeei Dougto {90to$rt 
l2dfcmra|yBWtie»;^ti*WBto 
became tnoiwdnM potties of Scvti oat 
Asia. Wth Robert Hayi (991004) 

138 Woman n tin Ud«« (TO9): 
S ert inwM aMt Mi tautBgrotoOfyiornep 
Mwste WtoOs*oHdH1«m). 


230.CnidMr of Mood (1991): Shsriodr 
HoSnaa (Chariton Haamn) hunts a rrtsaing 
men (7B4014). EndsrtiS.10 ■. 

SKY SPORTS 

730am Soccer f*wo (B&7062&) 7.15 Prime 
Bodtae (57993S) 745. Snowboattlng 
(5782D8) yosoccar News12543342) B30 

Boatt (33445) 1130 French. Footeel 
Leegue @27391230pm ^The Footbol Show 
(57280) 230 Th* BOBS (8700) 230 Teh Pin 
Boning (5700) 830 -Tamos: Champlone 
Tour (60687)530 Drag Racing (3280) 530 
Mo» Worid (9716) 630 Soccer News 
(735071) SJO Sportniorid (979342) 730 
American Spans (48QQ5) UO Baring 
(26201) 1030 Stiaca-NoM (69371X810.15 
Cricket (9773969 1245M1 Nrtbuwre 
P75385S91230230 Temla (3512D). 

EUROSPORT , 

730am Stop Aarafaics (B2OO0) 630 Cron 
Couwy SUng Wore Cup {5777404J 045 
Aipto SKng Worid Cop (8584754) 1130 
Craes Courtry SUng (73B08) 1230 Atolna 


gyp« (2300903) 345" An UnWetter 
(45265629)430 The Flying Nkfi (7094003) 


(30358)230 American FbcAd; NewYoritv 
New Orterea (383S8) 430 WWar Otympica 
Magazine ( 4640 ) 430 Alps* SUng ( 71 * 64 ) 
030 Eurospart (9377) 730 EqureMartsm 
(33199 830 Baring (46013 too Motor 
Magnate (39377) 1030 Fowbrit 1994 
WOrid 641 OueOara Rariew P5385) 1230- 
1230am Eunwport (83472) 

UK GOLD ~ ^ 

730am QP (7810358) 730 Naighboum 
T7B22193) 830 Sans and Dauphtare 
(2966377) 830 EaaSEndets (29656*8) 030 
Th e B* (287870(0 830 Jutet Bran 
(3463305 1030 The Brothers (9346445) 
IIjW flhoda (7100464) 1230 Soto and 
Daughters (2369464) 1230 pm Natffeut 
«34055i) IjOO EaatEndere(7819829) 130 
7l»88 (834BB23 230 RAM HetTHat, Mum 
(489062S)230 CM Some bi (ZQ18483) S30 
Danes (710428c? 430 Dynasty (7130067) 
S30 Btanteiy Blarfc (481420G9 S30 G/w Us 
a Cto (7919071) 630- rtogtooure 
(7913984) 630 EaoEnders (7000464) 730 
JuBet Bravo (B13B483) *30BAirtltelHcL 
Mum (4603193) 830 Get Some m (4719700) 
630Jemima Shore (8132667) 1 030The BV 
(2960133) 1030 Wraps Baghdad 

(3873613) 1130 Tap of to Fops (95T035B) 
IIJO Dr Who-(5074754) 1230m mt ' 
Monsieur HrtoTs Hofctay (1963. bIWp Wtti 
JeoquM T ap JBZpOttn 130 VtSoo ate* 
(3289870) 2303JD0 Shopping (7323858) 

CHILDREN’S CHANNEL 

e .oo rei J a difrr to Bra (99te3) Vjoo HaMKan 
» tpami 830 T-Hbk (43067) 030 
Be ria nen H Wren (7D2o@ 1000 - mneasa 
and to Sbomehar (1162S) 1030 Swamp 
Wig (32551) 1130 You CatfUSoThet on 
Trteonon (53483) 1130 . GhoeSialare ' 
(58984) 1230 Tama (53532) 130pm The 
.Criteria Rarsne (*«*§}• T-W* Ftourid to 
Bend (733eq 230 torinan (B34Q 230The 
FedK . (5 343?- a» flaoto 
(89878087335 RatKenl (21703967:336 
Oride end to‘flene (7777) 430 ttorBe 
atsnm red SnoofsyT^g430*00 Around 
to Worid in 80 Seconds (8006) 

NICKELODEON 

730wn Dam Ptetrt (78*46) 730'dWi . 
(BSBQ) *30 Get to Piciure (8Steto *» ' 
Firecfe Bbck-aesai 930 Spead-Racar- 
»4^ 930 . wad ato cscei) _nu» 
Juractea Dream (4gfl8^ «ag~P tettto 
anome-(98199 1136 CaAraS (25309 
1136 Eurerirtts Ceattf WSW? 1230pm . 
Taenaoe Mutare Haro Tune* fabaST) 430 
dete Cttos tan^«3frSwd Rnr 
(8006) 630 OartBS* ibtrtsm 0 AM (16223 - 
SJQCWtoPtore (7300)630 Oats *4071) 
636-73* WricomeRBStwan (1551). • 

DISCOVERY \ _ 


430 My Three San (7090087) 530 The 
BewrtyNtibMati <4809377) SJO Ddnrty and' 
.Male (7014567) 630 Haney West (7004280) 
630 SooBend Yard (70W632) 730 The BSi 
VMoy (8121551) 830 HLKt Banter (tiffjf 
Taurtflng drama about a .tiodbtod boy 
(8110O87)_1(U» FLM: The Srato Eaters 
0950. M»J: Scianae.fctfan yarn (70877209) 
11.16 1984' Styles (4693209) 1130-1230 
. The TwiRghr Zone (278ZOTJ 

UK LIVING ~ 

730am J«ne and Friends (5143057) 630 
Feme, Fortune and Romance (4856241) 
830 LMnoDaytighB (3006396)638 Every¬ 
day Toga -p»455t) 930 Dfcrorce Corn 
C22S2963] 930 Hot Topics (B330483) 1030 
The Treetmon (3834087) 1030 Living Extra 
(6852828) 1130 The Hama Siow (4751174) 
1130 MsaMtra 1901 (4752803) 1230 
Practical living (27366938) 12.15pm KUray 
(1091483) 130 Orosewtta (2042484) 130 
Dhwcedourt (82ffi342)230 0q®of Our 
Lives (3835710) 330 Atony Hour (4783919) 
4JOO CrotewflB (4072806) 430 Wafiiatian 
(2177273) 530 Jayne and Friends 
(6561754) OJOO-Heetih LK (7327975) 630 
Raw Eteigy (3522987) 730 Agorw Hour 
(2826875) B30 the Ttong end to Ftasriess 
(6387545) 930 FtUA Tuming (d Stone 
(19B5): A .Oug.smuggler ends up-in )aii 
- (55861445) -7030 Fame and Fortune 
(7548884) 1130 WKuStkXl (4776483) 
1130 Or Ruth ( 3750071) 1230-130xm 
Days of Our Uwa (5(®675) 

FAMILY CHANNEL 

630pm Wonder Ye3r: G822) 630 Danger 
Bay (9353) 030 Bg Broteer Jake (6071) 
630 Catchphnca) (®1).730 HMri PunsuU 
(8218) T30 Al ChJBd Up 40735) 830 
Benrttoan Steeie (B2629) S30 Neon f&Ser 
(7519a 1030 WKRP In Ctocbtoai C24S&9 
1030 The Bob Nmihait Show (3320Q1130 
NewfeC (45484) 1130 Mary Ty ler Moot 
( 37613) 1230-130DI LarEtiM (39230) . 


BJOOam WW sue (235735) 930 VJ mgo 
(972754) 1230 Greatest Hts -(65990) 
1.00pm W Sterae-(19462S} 330. Tha 
Report (0624651) 345 At to Motes 


(662900®430Nem £802358)4-16 3tram 
1 (5825209 *30 QW MTV 12844) 5.00 Sort 
(5290) S3* htesic Ncn-3»p (71716) 730 
fteri Wbrid P (ZT10) 7J30 Sports (1193) 630 
Football Ctteange (64DB7) 9J» Greatest 
Htiff. (77551) 1030 The Report 1356822) 
10.15 At to Maries (85137711030 News 
(558613)10353 from 1 (B573W) 1130 Post 
Modem (15490) 1-aOteiVU.Martte (33781) 
23D330 Mgtlt Videos (3925217) 

TV ASIA ' • " ", 



430'lhaArefia 


aMaga'^a-ftoivv, 

» a«^«aF.'®Sg££Sft: 

1130 CKtf V3B77J VUOpm . *gP. 

Tsensge Muttra Haro TumesJWBfl 430 ^ 

DISCOVERY -- . -• W^.Batepa^ writes uptodrvgN 

. .. . wtinahaffla^mreriadtoattiurtt (2179693^' 

l2J0ero Wch Mart Poor GJrl (1936 bto): 
Ofltee .tomance toh ‘ ftabfft Tutor ta the 
■handswwhoriwBtowvtoraricaswwsa 
- tare Tuner (1272120® 

'2.10 8nM Toms QM p936j ti/tfpCoMf 
bun(iieflJartoGa)m|4ctoBgood4aridrig 
. atomgu ate mortage— ton 'waouttowin 
-Hsharet (ZnaotlcS: Ends ak «JM 

CHH ■ • - 

TwanMjur hare naw 

myo : - • 
S^jSgfSi^ SSS- •■^yrereteittoto^to^ 

Ke»yfl9S3.W»): Western tohi^efMcCtee . CWC 

(BQ192B1) 230.FCM'Tha LWa'MWrior.; ————: -;-— • 

11834, btoj: A Saonch pastor fata tar -a HomestoptoX) ctofltoi ■ V 
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RACKETS 28 

rising star 

EMERGES AT 
QUEEN’S CLUB 


SPORT 

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 221993 


FISHING 30 

fishery owners 
declare open 

SEASON ON TROUT 


England happy to wait for right man 



Kendall: available 


By Keith Pike 

THE Football Association 
may have to abandon its plan 
to have a full-time England 
manager installed in die 
spring and settle instead on a 
temporary appointment unto 
the summer. 

Jimmy Arrafieid, the fanner 
England captain recruited by 
the FA to act as an adviser in 
the search for Graham Tay¬ 
lor's successor, confirmed yes¬ 
terday that Kevin Keegan, the 
Newcastle United manager, 
was one of "four or five" 
people on his shortlist and 
conceded that England may 
have to wait to get their man. 

"If the chairman [Sir Bert 
MiliichipJ feds there is some¬ 
one strong enough who is with 
a dub and we could wait, then 


ICC will pair 
overseas and 
home umpires 
in Test cricket 


By Ivo Tennant 


A PANEL of 20 international 
umpires is to be set up by the 
International Cricket Council 
(ICQ to officiate at all Test 
matches over the next three 
years, starting in February. 
The El.l million sponsorship 
by National Grid will also 
cover the costs of the match 
referees. 

The boards of each ICC 
member country have been 
asked to nominate two indi¬ 
viduals towards the panel. 
En gland will supply four, on 
account of having a large pool 
of experienced umpires and 
because the majority of Test 
matches are played in the 
English winter. Other than 
Harold “Dickie" Bird, who 
will stand in the first two Tests 
between New Zealand and 
Pakistan in February, the 
names, which have been 
drawn up already, will not be 
disdosed until next year. 

The idea is that an umpire 
from the panel will stand 
alongside one nominated by 
the host country in each 
match. By the raid of next 
September, when 18 Tests will 
have been played, the panel 
wifi be revised. Referees and 
captains will give ICC their 
views on the umpires' 
performances. 

A touring side will no longer 
have the right of appeal over 
appointments made by the 
host country, as. For example, 
was the case during the 1980s 
when Pakistan objected to die 
retention of David Constant 
for Tests in England. Any 
criticisms of the panel will be 
made to David Richards, the 
ICC chief executive, who 
stressed yesterday he would 
be seeking constructive 
comments. 

Remuneration for the panel 
will vary cosiderably. Each 
ICC country will have to 
decide how much to pay its 
umpires, who will receive the 
same fee whether officiating at 
home or abroad, in addition to 
a flat rate of £200 per Test 
from National Grid. Thus 
next summer, Bird, earning 
£2,000 a match, may well find 
himself partnered by an um¬ 
pire from the Third World on 


a quarter as much. 

Bird, who is 60 and has 
umpired in 56 Tests, admitted 
.yesterday he would have liked 
a three-year contract but said 
this system would give him a 
new lease of life. “I am not a 
very good traveller but I enjoy 
it when I arrive." He was 
particularly pleased that there 
would still be the chance for 
an ^experienced umpire to 
stand in his own country and 
that there would be less of "the 
massive appealing which has 
crept into the game". 

He will find it a strange 
experience, he said, to walk 
out at Lord's partnered by an 
Indian or an Australian. ICC 
expects the system to provide 
sufficient experience for 
emerging umpires to reach the 
standard required for appoint¬ 
ment to the panel m due 
course. Funds will be set aside 
for the development of umpir¬ 
ing worldwide. 

As Bird emphasised, the 
introduction of this panel will 
ensure there will be less 
suspicion of biased umpiring. 
The success of experiments m 
Zimbabwe, South Africa and 
West Indies during the past 
year convinced ICC and um¬ 
pires, who dislike bong re¬ 
ferred to as "neutral" since 

rial, of the te^te^having a 
full-time paneL 

ICC announced match ref¬ 
erees for Test series early next 
year. They will be Raman 
Subba Row for New Zealand v 
Pakistan, which starts on Feb¬ 
ruary 10, and New Zealand v 
India toe following month; 
Sunil Gavaskar for West In¬ 
dies v England (February 19- 
March 7) and John Reid (the 
last four Tests): Donald Carr 
for South Africa v Australia, 
starting on February \9. Hie 
panel will not initially apply 
for limited-overs internation¬ 
als- It is hoped that umpires 
for these and World Cup 
matches will be sponsored in 
future. National Grid have 
agreed to sponsor the next 
Test match umpire's confer¬ 
ence. 

Pakistan draw, page 28 
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the chairman would approach 
the chairman of that dub and 
ask if that' person would 
become available in the sum¬ 
mer." Armfield said. 

"We wouldn’t want to be 
prising him [Keegan] away 
from Newcastle at this stage. 
That would only alienate all 
the fens in that area against 
the England team." 

Howard Wilkinson, the 
Leeds United manager — like 
Keegan under contract to a 
dub that has said it will fight 
to prevent losing him — How¬ 
ard Kendall, who resigned 
from Everton an December 4. 
and Terry Venables, the for¬ 
mer Tottenham Hotspur chief 
executive, will also be names 
discussed when Armfidd 
meets the four-strong FA intra- 
national sub-committee em¬ 


powered to select tbe new 
manager. Bobby Robson, the 
former England manager dis¬ 
missed recently as coach of 
Sporting Lisbon, might also be 
a contender. 

An FA spokesman said yes¬ 
terday that no date has yet 
been fixed for that meeting, 
although it is thought possible 
that the sub-committee com¬ 
prising Millichip, Graham 
Kelly, the chief executive of the 
FA. Ian Stott, the Oldham 
Athletic chairman, and Noel 
White, the director and former 
chairman of Liverpool, could 
convene as early as tomorrow. 

When Kelly announced 
Armfidd’S appointment on 
November 30, he- said that the 
FA hoped to have selected a 
full-time manager before En¬ 
gland’s next game, against 


Denmark at Wembley on 
March 9, but said that time 
was against thou, and 
stressed the need for "the right 
appoin tmen t rather than a 
hurried or mistaken 
appointment**. 

If it were decided to 
approach a manager under 
contract to a dub. compensa¬ 
tion would be paid "providing 
the amount was reasonable". 

Armfidd had already said 
he thought Keegan was the 
obvious choice, and having 
endorsed his credentials sub¬ 
sequently said he was “not 
about to change horses in 
midstream", but the FA’S op¬ 
tions appeared to be reduced 
when Keegan then signed a 
new contract with Newcastle,, 
while others including Wilkin¬ 
son. Gerry Francis, of Queens 


Park Rangers, and Ron Atkin¬ 
son, the Aston Villa manager, 
said they did not wish to be 
considered. Yesterday, 
though. Armfield echoed Kel¬ 
lys belief that nobody can be 
discounted. 

Speaking on BBC Radio, 
which employs him as a 
commentator, Armfield said: 
“Pm not going to give you a 
definite name because tbe 
chairman said before the 
World Cup draw that he 
wouldn’t really want to be 
breaking into anyone’s sea¬ 
son, and I think that is 
important 

"It would be someone who is 
available, someone like How¬ 
ard Kendall. We cant resolve 
any names until we all get 


Dismissing speculation that 


he would be recommending 
Venables, Armfidd said: “At 
this stage, four or five names 
are in my mind and quite 
dearly he is me of the people 
available, but there are other 
people as well. It will go to the 
committee and the committee 
will deride." 

Armfield has also been giv¬ 
en a wider-ranging brief by 
the FA. to advise on a restruc¬ 
turing of the England man¬ 
agement set-up. and has 
consulted with Wilkinson, 
who said yesterday. “I had a 
conversation with Jimmy 
Armfidd that lasted about two 

hours. We both agreed that the 
content of the conversation 
was private and will remain 
private.” 

Leeds test, page 30 
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Dickie Bird and ICC chief executive David Richards after the announcement of Bird’s first assignment as one of a neutral umpiring pond 

Stewart keeps Surrey waiting fH 


Beer taps 
out clear 
message 
regarding 
foul play 

By David Hands 

RUGBY CORRESPONDENT 


THE All Blacks may hare 
returned to New Zealand, bis 
Ian Beer, the president of the 
Rugby Football Union (RFU), 
is pursuing the campaign to 
rid rugby of foul play tint he 
began when they were here. In 
a strongly-worded Christinas 
message to the RFLPs 2,000 
dubs and schools. Beer urges 
self-regulation chi players and 
dub officials. 

He fears that exposure of 
incidents such as those involv¬ 
ing Philip de Glanville. which 
marred the New Zealand tour, 
will discourage parents from 
allowing their children to play 
rugby. Pictures of foe ugly 
wound de Glanville do noth¬ 
ing for rugby’s cred&ilny. 

However, the RFU Ins to 
steer a careful course between 
what is realistic and what is 
alarmist Beer’s call for ebb 
officials to act more rirc um - 
spectiy is mere repetition of 
what various predecessors 
have demanded whenever 
rugby union's darker side has 
been exposed. 

“I know frcan recent experi¬ 
ence that our laws don't al¬ 
ways give sufficient support" 
Beer said, referring to his,* 
meeting with die New Zea-“ 
land tour management over 
rucking incidents which re¬ 
sulted in a joint statement 
“deploring" foul play. “So toe 
RFU is considering ways of 
both better-enforcing current 
laws and of altering laws, but 
we cant rely rally on the law. 

"AD of us in positions erf 
responsibility must inspire all 
players to practise restr ai n! 
We all know what is accept¬ 
able. It was always assumed 
that someone who played rug^ 
by knew where to draw tic 
line. Our game is a tough, 
body-contact sport, bat file for 
players who appear to core 
out to maim should be 
ostracised for other players, 
sentoff by referees, disciplined 
for coaches and captains and 
not picked." 

It is. though, generally 
agreed that the game is far 
cleaner now than 20 or 30 
years ago. RFU officials may 
be drawing up amendments to 
existing'laws for presentation 
to the International Rugby 
Football Board, but the an¬ 
swer will always lie in the 
hands of the players and the 
referees. 
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By Alan Lee, cricket correspondent 


ALEC Stewart left the Oval 
after two hours of meetings 
yesterday, still unwffling to 
confirm that he mil continue 
as the captain of Surrey cricket 
dub next season. 

Stewart, vice-captain to 
Mike Atherton on England's 
forthcoming Caribbean tour, 
remains angry over the way in 
which Geoff Arnold was 
forced out of the coach's job by 
Surrey end anxious over the 
appointment of Mike Ed¬ 
wards in a newly-created role 
as director of cricket. 

“I still haven't accepted the 
captaincy." he said last night. 
"I am not saying 1 won’t do it I 


want to captain Surrey. But I 
am not going to accept it untill 
know bow the dub is going to 
sort things out" 

Stewart plainly will not be 
hurried into a decision and 
intends to wait until Surrey 
appoint their new chief coach 
before he commits himsdf. 

Clyn Woodman, chief exec¬ 
utive of the county, is outward¬ 
ly unworried for the delay. 
"Our total assumption is that 
Alec will be our captain next 
season." he said. “We have no 
one else in mind. Our new 
arrangements are going to 
take some time to bed down 
and Alec naturally needs to 


know who the new coach wfli 
be. But I (font thing there is a 
serious issue here. 

"It is true that Alec ex¬ 
pressed strong concern about 
Geoff Arnold'S departure and 
I can appreciate that Geoff 
was here a very long time. He 
is the only coach that Alec and 
some of the other players have 
known... But I believe we are 
moving forward in the man¬ 
agement of the cricket and 
yesterday’s meetings helped 
Alec understand the position." 

Woodman described the 
role of Edwards as “an off-the- 
fidd supremo" and this, too, 
may be causing Stewart some 


anxiety. Edwards, 53. has 
been away from the first-class 
game since his playing days 
ended in 1974 but is being 
installed as a strategist Where 
his authority ends and the 
captain's begins evidently has 
yet to be settled. 

Surrey's upheavals began 
when a policy report from the 
cricket committee, chaired by 
Arnold Long, was rejected by 
the dub management Arnold 
subsequently left and Long's 
position may now be at risk, 
following the decision to set up 
a working party to inquire into 
the way the county’s cricket 
should be run. 
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No 45 


ACROSS DOWN 

1 Recovery after initial tired- I Capital of Bulgaria (5) 

2 River Kwai march (7.5) 

8 Content of sandwich (7) 3 Pmdown(41 

1« f « 

nia!$) 5 ™ Uttle Corporal'( 8 ) 

11 Sharp vision (5 6 C of E governing body (7.5) 

13 Concentrated buret of fire 7 Superficial, deceptive ap- 

( 5 ) pearance< 6 > 

14 Where the deliriously 12 The Place of a Skull ( 8 ) 

happy walk (Z3) 13 Gesture; conspicuous ( 6 > 

16 P f tbcsr ^ ofPaDarii °. IS In no special order ( 6 ) 

17 Second-hand(4) jj S m ptesongf5} 

20 Prevent from happening f5) 9 Ika 5 P arov ' s h<2ne Kwn ^ 

21 Coordinated police hum for 
criminal (71 

22 First day of Holy Week (4.6) 

SOLUTION TO NO 44 

ACROSS: 4 Major 7 Libretto 8 Home 9 Beaufort 10 Stat¬ 
ed 13Strike 14 Rapier 15Secede 18 Hay fever 19Tiff 
20 Tharcher 21 Heath 

DOWN; I All out 2 Abject 3 Seabed 4Moquette SJacn- 
bite 6 Rattle H Asphyxia 12 Eleventh !4 Rehash 15 Sure¬ 
ty 16 Catchy 17 Deform 


This position is a variation 
from the game Sorensen - 
Plaskett, Hastings Chal¬ 
lengers 1989/90. How can 
White force a guide decision? 
Spectators wishing to visit 
this year's category 13 Has¬ 
tings Premier should ring 
0424 445348 for further dr? 
tails. Top grandmasters 
appearing will include 
Nunn, Krasenkov, Rogers 
and Sherbakov. 
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By PbsEp Howard 


LATION 

a. Aneutral partide 

b. Feudal service 

c. Motion 

MARTEL 

a. A hammer 

b. Merchandise 

c. A migrating bird 


DELUNDUNG 

a. Deer's faeces 

b. Cropping for inundation 

c. The Javanese weasel-cat 
ESALON 

a. A small buzzard 

b. A women's retiring room 

c. An artificial language 

Answers on page 28 


LON 
A DIRTY WORD 
WHEN YOU 
ADD THE 
LETTERS BMW 

It took five years for BMW to 
develop a diesel engine refined 
enough to carry its badge. As a 
result, emission levels are well 
below the strictest regulations in 
Europe 

Nor will you hear any of those 
nasty diesel knocking sounds - 

least of all from the mouths of the 

motoring press. 

What Is more, you can get 
dean away for as little as £18,950. 



THE ULTIMATE DRIVING MACHINE 

For further information 
Freephone 0800 325600. 
















































